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Be it remembered, that on the eleventh day of Feb- 
ruary, in the thirtieth year of the independence of the United States of 
America, Mercy Warren, of the faid diftriQ, hath depofited in 
this office the title of a Book, the right whereof {he claims as author, in 
the words following, to wit .•— " Historvo/"/^ Rifet Progrefs and 
•* r<njfMi«ifc«o/M^ American Revolution. InterfierfeitiM 
" Biographkalt Political and Moral Obfervations, In Three Volums. 
** By Mrs.MLKCY Warren, of Plymouth^ i 



In conformity to the a{l of the congrefs of the United States, entitled, 
** An aft for the enrnqragemmt oS Uammg, by fecuriog the copies of 
*' maps, charts, and books, to the authors and proprictois of fuch copieit 
*' during the times therein mentioned ;** and alfo to an a6^ entitled, 
** An aft fupplementary to an aft, entitled, ' An aft for the encourage^ 
*' ment of learning, by fecuring the copies of maps, charts, and books, ta 
** the authors and proprietors of fuch copies, during the times therein 
" mentioned;' and extending the benefits thereof to the arts of defigning, 
*' CDgravingi and etching hiftorical and other prints." 

N. GOODALE, Clerk of the Diftria of MaJfachuJkUs. 

A true Copy of Record. Atteft : 

N. GooDALE,G^ri. 
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— AN ADDRESS 

Ta THE 

ffTHABITANrS OP THE UnITED StATKS OF AmERICA* 



/\T a period when every manly arm 
was occupied, and every trait of talent or aftivity en- 
gaged> either in the cabinet or the field, apprehenfive, 
that amidft the fudden convulfions, crowded fcenes, 
and rapid changes, that flowed in <}uick fucceilion, 
many circumftances might efcape the more bufy and 
active members of fociety, I have been induced to im- 
prove the leifure Providence had lent, to record as they 
pafled, in the following pages, the new and unexperi- 
enced events exhibited in a land previoufly blefled with 
peace, liberty, fimplicity, and virtue,. 

As circumftances were collefted, fafts related, and 
/characters drawp, many years antecedent to any hiftory 
fince publifhed, relative to the difmemberment of the 
colonies, and to American independence, there are fev 
allulions to any later writers. 

Connefted by nature, friendfliip, and every focial tie, 
with many of the firft patriots, and moft influential 
charadkers on the continent ; in the habits of confiden- 
tial and epiftolary intercourfe with feveral gentlemen 
employed abroad in the moft diftinguifhed ftations, and 
^ith others fince elevated to the higheft grades of rank 
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and diftlnftion^ I had the beft means of information^ 
through a long period that the colonies were in fuf* 
penfey waiting the operation of foreign courts, and tho 
fuccefs of their own enterprifing fpirit. 

The folemnity that covered every countenance, when 
contemplating the fword uplifted, and the horrors of 
civil war rufhing to habitations not inured to fcenes of 
rapine and mifery ; even to the quiet cottage, where 
only concord and affe<^ion had reigned ; ftimulated to 
obfervation a mind that had not yielded to the afier- 
tion, that all political attentions lay out of the road of 
female life. 

It IS true there are certain appropriate duties affigned 
to eachfex; and doubtlefs it is the more peculiar province 
of mafculine ftrength, not only to repel the bold in- 
vader of the rights of his country and of mankind, but 
in the nervous ftyle of manly eloquence, to defcribe the 
blood-ftained field, and relate the ftory of flaughtered 
armies. 

Senfible of this, the trembling heart has recoiled at 
the magnitude of the undertaking, and the hand often 
Ihrunk back from the tafk ; yet, recolle^ing that every 
doraeftic enjoyment depends on the unimpaired poffef- 
fion of civil and religious liberty, that a concern for the 
welfare of fociety ought equally to glow in every hu- 
man bread, the work was not relinquiQied. The moft 
interefting circumftances were collefted, aftive charac- 
ters portrayed, the principles of the times developed, 
and the changes marked ; nor need it caufe a blulh to 
acknowledge, a detailwas prefervcd with a view of 
tranfmitting it to the rifing youth of my country, fome 
of them in infancy, others in the European worl.i, while 
the moft interefting events lowered over their native 
land. 
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Confcious that truth has been the guide of my petii 
and candor, as well as juftice, the accompaniment of 
tny wifhes through every page, I can fay, with an 
ingenious writer, " I have ufed my pen with the liberty 
*< of one, wi|0 neither hopes nor fears, nor has any in- 
«* tereft in the fuccefs or failure of any party, and who 
« fpeaks to pofterity — perhaps very far remote." 

The fympathizing heart has looked abroad and wept 
the many viftims of affliftion, inevitably fuch in confe- 
qnence of civil feuds and the concomitant miferies of 
war, either foreign or domeftic. The reverfes of life, 
and the inftability of the world, have been viewed on 
the point of both extremes. Theic delufory nature and 
character, have been contemplated as becomes the phi- 
lofopher and the chriltian : the one teaches us from 
the analogies of nature, the neceffity of changes, decay, 
and death; the other ftrengthens the mind to meet 
them with the rational hope of revival and renovation. 

Several years have elapfed fince the hiftorical trafts, 
now with diffidence fubmittbd to the public, have been 
arranged in their prefent order. Local circumftances, 
the decline of health, temporary deprivations of fight, 
the death of the moft amiable of children, « the ihaft 
«« flew thrice, and thrice my peace was flain," have 
ibmetimes prompted to throw by the pen in defpair, I 
draw a veil ovdr the woe-fraught fcenes that have pierc- 
ed my own heart. " While the foul was melting in- 
<< wardly, it has endeavoured to fupport outwardly, with 
«« decency and dignity, thofe accidents which admit of 
«* no redrefs, and to exert that fpirit that enables to get 
<« the better of thofe that do." 

Not indifferent to the opinion of the world, nor 
fervilely courting its fmiles, no further apology is offer-? 
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ed for the attempt, though many may be neceflary, for 
the incomplete execution of a defign, that had reftitude 
for its bafis, and a beneficent regard for the civil and 
religious rights of mankind, for its motive. 

The liberal-minded will perufe with candor, rather 
than criticife with feverity j nor will they think it ne^ 
ceflary, that any apology fhould be offered, for fome- 
times introducing characters nearly connefted with the 
author of the following annals 5 as they were early and 
eealoufly attached to the public caufe, uniform in their 
principles, and conftantly aftive in the great fcenes that 
produced the revolution, and obtained independence for 
their country, truth precludes that referve which might 
have been proper on lefs important occafions, and for- 
bids to pafs over in filence the names of fuch as expired 
before the conflidt was finifhcd, or have fince retired 
from public fcenes. The hiftorian has never laid afide 
the tendernefs of the fex or the friend ; at the fame 
time, fhe has endeavourcjj, on all occafions, thit the 
ftrifteft veracity {hould govern her heart, and the moft 
cxaCt impartiality be the guide of her pen. 

If the work fliould be fo far ufeful or entertaining, as 
to obtain the fanft ion of the generous and virtuous part 
of the community, I cannot but be highly gratified and 
amply rewarded for the effort, foothed at the fame time 
with the idea, that the motives were juftifiable in the 
eye of Omnifcience. Then, if it fhould not efcape th^ 
remarks of the critic, or the cenfure of party, I ihall 
feel no wound to my fenfibility, but repofe on my pillow 
as quietly as ever, — 

" While all the dlflam dm ihc world can ker p, 
" Rolls o*cr my grotto, and but Iboihcs my flccp." 

Before this addrefs to my countrymen is clofed, I beg 
leave to obferve, that as a new century has dawned 
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wpbn US, the mind is namrally led to contemplate the 
great events that have run parallel with, and have juft 
clofed the laft. From the revolutionary fpirit of the 
times, the vaft improvements in fcience, arts, and agri- 
culture, the boldnefs of genius that marks the age, the 
inveftigatios of new theories, and the changes in the 
political, civil, and religious characters of men, fucceed- 
ing generations have reafon to expert ftill more afton- 
ifhing exhibitions in the next. In the mean time, 
t^rovidence has clearly pointed out the duties of the 
prefent generation, particularly the t)aths which Ameri- 
cans ought to tread. The United States form a young 
republic, a confederacy wliich ought ever to be cement- 
ed by a union of interefts and aflFeftion, under the 
influence of thofe principles which obtained their inde- 
pendence. Thefe have indeed, at certain periods, 
appeared to he in the wane ; but let them never be 
eradicated, by the jarring interefts of parties, jealouiies 
of the fifter ftates, or the ambition of individuals ! It 
has been obferved,* by a writer of celebrity,* that ^ that 
** people, government, and conftitutionisthe freeft,which 
*« makes the beft provifion for the enabling of expedient 
•* and falutary laws." May this truth be evinced to all 
ages, by the wife and falutary laws that fhall be ena^ed 
in the federal legiflature of America ! 

May the hands of the executive of their own choice, 
be ftrengthened more by the unanimity and affection 
of the people, than by the dread of penal inflifUons, or 
any reftraints that might jeprefs free inquiry, relative 
to the principles of their own government, and the 
conduct of its adminiftrators ! The worid is now view- 
ing America, as experimenting a new fyftem of govern- 
ment, a FEDERAL REPUBLIC, including a territory 
to which the Kmgdoms of Great Britain and Ireland 

* P-Ir> 's Moral Pbilofophy. 
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bear little- proportion. The pra£Ucability of fiipporting 
fach a fyfteniy has been doubted by fome ; if fhe fuc^ 
ceeds, xt^will refute the aflertion, that none but fmall 
ftates are adapted to republican government; if (he 
does noty and the union (hould be difTolve^* fome %m^ 
bitious fon of Columbiai or fome foreign adventurer, 
allured by the prize, may wade to empire through feas 
of blood, or the friends of monarchy may fee a number 
of petty defpots, ftretching their fceptres over the dit- 
jointed parts of the continent. Thus by the mandate 
of a fingle fovereign, the degraded fubjefts of one ftate, 
under the bannerets of royalty, may be dragged to 
fheathe their fwords in the bofoms of the inhabitants of 
another* 

The ftate of the public mind, appears at prefent to 
be prepared to weigh thefe refle^Hons with folenmity, 
and to receive with pleafure an effort to trace the origin 
of the American revolution, to review the characters 
that effefted it, and to juftify the principles of the 
defection and final feparation from the parent ftate. 
With an expanded heart, beating with high hopes of 
the continued freedom and profperity of America, the 
writer indulges a modeft expefbtion, that the following 
pages will be perufed with kindnefs and candor : thiis 
{he claims, both in confideration of her fex, the up^ 
rightnefs of her intentions, and the fervency of her , 
wifhes for the happinefs of all the human race. 



MERCY WARREN. 

, , vss.) } 
March, 1805. 



Plymouth, (Mass.) } 
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AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 



CHAPTER I. 

Introdudory Obferuati$1U. 



History, the deiiofite 6f crimes, and the 
record of every thing difgracefiil or honorary 
to mankind, requires a juft knowledge of char- 
Ifter, to invefiigate th6 fbxirces of adtion ; a dear 
comprehenlion, to review the combination of 
caufes ; and predfion of language, to detail the 
events that have produced the moft remarka- 
ble revolntioM. 

To aiialysse the fecret fprings that havfe 6f- 
fedted the progreffive changes in fociety; td 
trace the origin of the various modes of gov- 
ernment^ the confequent improvements in fd* 
ence, in morality, or the national tin&ure that 

VOJL. U A 
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2 THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF i 

^^^'' marks the manners of the people under defpotic 
or more liberal forms, is a bold and adventur- 
ous work. 

The ftudy of the human chatader opens at 
once a beautiful and a deformed pifture of the 
foul. We there find a noble principle implanted 
in the nature of mjn, that pants for diftindtion. 
This principle operates in every bofom, and 
when kept under the control of reafon, and 
the influence of humanity, it produces the moft 
benevolent effefts. But when the checks of 
confcience are thrown afide, or the moral fenfe 
weakened by the fudden acquifition of wealth 
or power, humanity is obfcured, and if a favor- 
able coincidence of circumftances permits, this 
love of diftinclion often exhibits the moft mor- 
tifying inftances of profligacy, tyranny, and the 
wanton exercife of arbitrary fway. Thus when 
we look over the theatre of human aftion, fcru- 
tinize the windings of the heart, and furvey the 
tranfaftions of man from the earlieft to the pre- 
fent period, it muft be acknowledged that am- 
bition and avarice are the leading fprings which 
generally aduate the reftlefs mind. From thefe 
primary fources of corruption have arifen all 
the rapine and confiifion, the depredation and 
ruin, that have fpread diftrefs over the face of 
the earth from the days of Nimrod to Cefar, 
and from Cefar to an arbitrary prince of the 
houfe of Brunfwick. 
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THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 

The indulgence of thcfe turbulent paflions 
has depopulated cities, laid wafte the fineft terri- 
tories, and turned the beauty and harmony of 
the lower creation into an aceldartia. Yet can- 
dor muft bear honorable teftimony to many 
fignal inftances of difinterefted merit among the 
children of men ; thus it is not poffible to pro- 
nounce decidedly on the charafter of the politi- 
dan or the ftatefman till the winding up of the 
drama. To evince the truth of this remark, it 
is needlefs to adduce innumerable inftances of 
deception both in ancient and modern ftory. 
It is enough to obferve, that the fpecious Auguf- 
tus eftablilhed himfelf in empire by the appear- 
ance of juftice, clemency, and moderation, 
while the lavage Nero fliamelefsly weltered in 
the blood of the citizens ; but the fole objeft of 
each was to become the fovereign of life and 
property, and to govern the Roman world with 
a defpotic hand. 

.Jfime may unlock the cabinets of princes, 
tmfbld the fecret negociations of ftatefmen, and 
hand down the immortal characters of dignified 
worth, or the blackened traits of finilhed vil- 
lany in exaggerated colours. But truth is moft 
likely to be exhibited by the general fenfe of 
contemporaries, when the feelings of the heart 
can be expreffed without fuffering itfelf to be 
diiguifed by the prejudices of the man. Yet it 
is not eafy to convey to pofterity a juft idea of 
the embarrafled fituation of the weftern world. 
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previous to the rupture with Britain ; the dif- 
memberment of the empire, and the lofs of the 
moft induftriousy flourifhing, and perhaps virtu- 
ous colonies, ever planted by the hand of man. 

The progreis of the American Revolution 
has been fo rapid, and fuch the alteration of 
manners, the blending of charaAers, and the 
new train pf ideas that almoft univerlally pre- 
vail, that the principles which animated to the 
nobleft exertions have been nearly annihilated* 
Many who firft flepped forth in vindication of 
the rights of human nature are forgotten, and 
the caufes which involved the thirteen colonij^ 
in confufion and blood arefcarcely known, amidft 
the rage of accumulation and the tafte for expen- 
five pleafures that have fince prevailed ; a tafte 
that hsts abolifhed that mediocrity which once 
fatisfied, and that contentment which long fmil- 
ed in every countenance. Luxury, the compan- 
ion of young acquired wealth, is ufually the con^- 
fequence of oppofition to, or dofe conn^on 
with, opulent commercial ftates. Thus the 
hurry of fpirits, that ever attends the eager pur- 
fuit of fortune and a paifion for fplen4id en- 
joyment, leads to forgetfiilnefs ; and thus the 
inhabitants of America ceafe to look back with 
due gratitude and refpcft on the fortitude and 
virtue of their anceftors, who, through difficul- 
ties almoft infurmountable, planted them in a 
happy foil. But the hiftorian and the philofo- 
pher will ever venerate the memory of thofe- 
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pious and independent gentlemen, who, after 
fuflmng innumerable impofitions, reftriftions, 
and penalties, lefs for political, than theological 
opinions, left England, not as adventurers for 
wealth or fame, but for the quiet enjoyment of 
religion and liberty. 

The love of domination and an uncontrolled 

luft of arbitrary power have prevailed among 

all nations, and perhaps in proportion to the 

degrees of civilization. They have been equally 

con^cuous in the decline of Roman virtue, and 

in the dark pages of Britifh ftory. It was thefe 

principles that overturned that ancient republic. 

It was thefe principles that frequently involved 

England in dvil feuds. It was the refiftance to 

them that brought one of their monarchs to the 

block, and ftruck another from his throne. It 

was the prevalence of them that drove the firft 

fettlers of America from elegant habitations and 

affluent circumftances, to feek an afylum in the 

cokLd^d uncultivated regions of the weflern 

world. ' Oppreffed in Britain by defpotic kings, 

and perfecuted by prelatic fury, they fled to a 

diftant country, where the dej&res of men were 

bounded by the wants of nature ; where civili* 

zation had not created thofe artificial cravings 

which too frequently break over every moral 

and religious tie for their gratification. 

The tyranny of the Stuart race has long 
been proverbial in Engliih ftory : their efforts 
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to eftablifh an arbitrary fyftem of government 
began with the weak and bigoted reign of 
James the firft, and were continued until the 
excifion of his fon Charles. The contefts be- 
tween the Britifh parliament and this unfortu- 
nate monarch arofe to fuch an height, as to 
augur an alarming defeftion of many of the 
beft fubjeds in England. Great was their un- 
eafinefs at the ftate of public affairs, the arbi- 
trary ftretch of power, and the obftinacy of 
king Charles^ who purfued his own defpotic 
meafures in fpite of the oppofition of a number 
of gentlemen in parliament attached to the liber- 
ties and privileges of Engliflimen. Thus a (pirit 
of emigration adopted in the preceding reign be* 
gan to fpread with great rapidity through the 
nation. Some gentlemen endowed with talents 
to defend their rights by the moft cogent and 
refiftlefs arguments, were among the nimnber 
who had taken the alarming refolution of feek- 
ihg an afylum for from their natal foil, where 
they might enjoy the rights and privileges they 
claimed, and which they cOnfidered on the eve 
of annihilation at home. Among thefe were 
Oliver Cromwell, afterwards proteftor, and a 
number of other gentlemen of diftinguiihed 
name, who had aftually engaged to embark for 
New-England. This was a circumftance fo 
alarming to the court, that they were ftopped 
by an order of government, and by royal edift 
;dl further emigration was forbidden. The 
Ipirit of colonization was not however much 
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impeded, nor the growth of the young planta- 
tions prevented, by the arbitrary refolutions of 
the court. It was but a fliort time after this 
eflfort to check them, before numerous Englilh 
emigrants were fpread along the borders of the 
Atlantic from Plymouth to Virginia. 

The independency with which thefe colonifts 
afted ; the high promife of future advantage 
from the beauty and fertility of the country ; 
and, as was obferved foon after, ^ the profperous 
" ftate of their fettlements, made it to be con- 
*** (idered by the heads of the puritan party in 
** England, many of whom were men of the 
" firft rank, fortune and abilities, as the fanftu- 
^ ary of liberty."* The order above alluded 
to, indeed prevented tlie embarkation of the 
Lords Say and Brook, the Earl of Warwick, of 
Hampden, Pym, and many others, who, defpair- 
ing of recovering their civil and religious lib- 
erty on their native fliore, had determined to 
fecure it by a retreat to the New World, as it 
was then called. Patents were purchafed by 
others, within a fhort period after the prefent, 
who planted the thirteen American colonies 
with a fuccefsftil hand. Many circumftances 
concurred to awaken the fpirit of adventure, 
and to draw out men, inured to fofter habits, to 
encoimter the difficulties and dangers of plant« 
ing themfelves and families in the wildernefs. 

* Univerfal Hiftoiy. 
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The fpirit of party had thrown accumulated 
advantages into the hands of Charles the fecond^ 
after his reftoration. The divifions and ani* 
mofities at court rendered it mor^ eafy for him 
to purfue the fame fyftem which his father had 
adopted. Amidft the rage for pleafure, and the 
licentious manners that prevailed in his court, 
the complai£mce of one party, the fears of an- 
other, and the wearinefs of all, of the diffenfions 
and dif^culties that had arifen under the pro- 
teftorfliip of Cromwell, facilitated the meafures 
of the high monarchifts, who continually im- 
proved their advantages to enhance the prerog-. 
atives of the crown. The weak and bigoted 
conduA of his brother James increafed the 
general uneaiinefs of the nation, until his abdi- 
cation. Thus, through every fucceffive reign 
of this line of the Stuarts, the colonies gained 
additional ftrength, by continual emigrations to 
the young American fettlements* 

The firft colony of Europeans, permanently 
planted in North America, was by an handftd of 
roving ftrangers, fickly, and neceffitated to de- 
bark on the firft land, where there was any 
promife of a quiet fubfiftence. Amidft the 
defpotifm of the firft branch 6f the houfe of 
Stuart, on the throne of Britain, and the ec^ 
defia^cal perfecutions in England, which fent 
many eminent chara^^ers abroad, a finall com- 
pany of diflenters from the national eftablifh- 
ment left England, under the paftoral care of 
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tie pious and learned Mr. Robinfon, and refided ^^ 
a (hort time in Holland, which they left in the 
beginning of autumn, one thoufand fix hun« 
dred and twenty. 

After a long and hazardous voyage, they 
landed on the borders of an inhofpitable wil-^ 

derneis, in the dreary month of December, 
amidft the horrors of a North American winter.* 
They were at firft received by the favage inhab- 
itants of the country with a degree of fimple 
humanity : They fmoked with them the calumet 
of peace ; purchafed a traft of the uncultivated 
wafte \ hutted on tlie frozen fhore, flieltered 
only by the lofty foreft, that had been left for 
ages to thicken under the rude Hand of time* 
From this fmall beginning was laid the ftable 
foundations of thofe extenfive fettlements, that 
have fince fpread over the faireft quarter of the 
g^obe. 

Virginia, indeed, had been earlier difcovered 
by Sir Walter Raleigh, and a few men left there 
by him, to whom additions under various ad« 
venturers were afterwards made ; but, by a 
feries of misfortunes and mifcondud, the plan- 
tation had fallen into fuch diforder and diftrefs, 
that the enterprife was abandoned. The fate 
of thofe left there by this great and good man 
has never been known with certainty: It is 

* Appendix, Note, No. I. 

vol.. I. B 
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probable moft of them were murdered by the 
favages ; and the remnant, if any there were, 
became incorporated with the barbarous na* 
tions. 

There was afterwards a more fuccefsful efibrt 
foe the fettlement of a colony in Virginia* In- 
the beginning of the feventeenth century Lord 
Delaware was . appointed Governor, and with 
him a confiderable number of emigrants arrived 
from England. But his health was not equal 
to a refidence in a rude and uncultivated wil- 
dernefs ; he foon returned to his native coimtry, 
but left his fon, with Sir Thomas Gates and 
feveral other enterprifing gentlemen, who pur- 
fued the projeft of an eftabUfhment in Virginia, 
and began to build a town on James-River, in 
the year one thoufand fix hundred and fix* 
Thus was that ftate entitled to the prefcriptive 
term of the Old Dominion, which it ftill retains. 
But their difficulties, misfortunes and difiippoint- 
ments, long prevented any permanent confti* 
tution or ftable government, and they fcarcely 
deferved the appellation of a regular colony, 
until a confiderable time after the fettlement in 
Plymouth, in one thoufand fix hundred and 
twenty. 

The difcovery of the New World had opened 
a wide field of enterprife, and feveral other pre- 
vious attempts had been made by Europeans to 
obtain fettlements therein ; yet little of a per- 
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tnanent nature was efieded, until the patience 
and perfeverance of the Leyden liiflFerers laid 
die foundation of focial order. 

This fmall company of fettlers, after wan- 
^tering fome time on the frozen fhore, fixed 
tfaemfelves at the bottom of the Ma£&chufetts 
Bay. Though difpirited by innumerable dif* 
couraging drcumilances, they immediately en- 
tered into engagements with each other to form 
themfelves into a regular fociety, and drew up 
a covenant, by which they bound themfelves to 
fiilunit to order and fubordinatioiL 

Their juri^nrudence was marked ^th wifdom 
and dignity, and their fimplicity and piety were 
diiplayed equally in the regulation of their 
police, the nature of their contrafts, and the 
punduality of obfervance. The old Plymouth 
cdony remained for fome time a diftind gov- 
ernment. They chofe their own magifhrates, 
independent of all foreign control ; but a few 
y&ars involved them with the Maflachufetts, 
of which, Bofton, more recently fettled than 
Plymouth, was the capital* 

From the local fituation of a country, fep- 
arated by an ocean of a thoufand leagues from 
the parent fiate, and furrounded by a world of 
iavages, an immediate compad with the King 
of Great Britain was thought neceflary. Thus, 
a charter was early granted, iHpulating on the 
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^ part of the crown, that the Ma&diufetts fkould 
have a legiflative body within itfelf , ocmipofed 
of three branches, and fubjed to no omtro!, 
except his Majefty's negative, within a limited 
term, to any laws formed by their afiembly 
that might be thought to militate with tl^ general 
interefi of the reahn of England. The Governor 
was appointed by the crown, the reprefentative 
body, annually chofen by the peofde, and the 
council elefted by the reprefentatives from the 
people at large. 

Though more liberal charters were granted to 
fome of the colonies, which, after the firft fetde- 
ment at Plymouth, rapidly fpread over the face of 
this new difix>vered country, yet modes of gov-^ 
emment nearly fimilar to that of Maflachufetts 
were eftabliihed in moft of them, except Mary«» 
land and Pennfylvania, which were under the 
cfiredion of particular jMroprietors. But th# 
corrupt principles which had been £edhionaUe ift 
the voluptuous and bigoted courts of the Stu^ 
arts, foon followed the emigrants in their cUfiai^ 
retreat, and interrupted the eftabliihments of 
their civil police ; which, it may be obferved9 
were a mixture of Jewilh theocracy, monarchic 
government, and the growing principles of 
republicanifm, which had taken root in BrUaia 
as early as the days of Elizabeth. 

It foon appeared that there was a ftrong puty 
in England, whq wiihed to govern the adonifts 
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wkli a rigorous hand. They cUfcovered their ^'^^ *• 
inclinations by repeated attempts to procure a 
reviiiofi, an alteration, and a refumption of 
charters, on the mo& frivolous pretences. 

• It is true, an indi&reet zeal, with r^^ard to 
bvenl refigious feftaries, which had early in* 
troduced tbemfelves into the young fettlements, 
gave a pretext to fome feverities from the 
parent fiate. But the amdu& of the firft plant* 
ers of the American agonies has been held i^ 
by (bene ingenious writers in too ludicrous a 
V^b^ Tet wh2e we admire their perfeverin^ 
and Celf-deHying virtues, we muft acknowledge 
tbat the ilHberality and weaknds of fcHne of 
didr municipal regulations have caft a fliade 
ever the memory of men, whofe errors arofe 
nore from the faflnon of the times, and the 
daagen wMch threatened them from every fide, 
Aasn from any deficiency either in the head or 
Ae heart. But the treatment of tke Quakers 
is the Maffidbufetts can never be juftified dither 
by the principles of pcficy or humanity.* The 
derae»D0r of thefe pe<^ was, indeed, in many 
ioftancea, not only ridiculous, but diforderly and 

* However cenfiirable the early fettkrs m New England 
were^ in tbeir feverities towards the Quakers and other non* 
conformifts, they might think their condud in fome degree 
funAoned by the example of their parent ftate, and the 
rigours exercifed in other parts of the European world at 
that time^ againft all denominations which difinred from 
the xeligioiis eftabliftimtgts of government* 
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^^'•*' atrocious ; yet an iiuielihie ftsdn will be left on 
the names of thofe, who adyndged to imprifon- 
ment, confifcation and death, a fed made con* 
liderable only by oppoiition. 

In the ftory of the fufferings of thcfe enthiv 
iiafts, there has never been a juft difcrimination 
between the fedaries denominated Quakers, 
who firft yifited the New England fettlements, 
and the affodates of the celebrated Penn, who, 
Jiaving received a patent from the crown erf 
England^ fixed his refidence on the borders of 
the Delaware. He there reared, with aftonifli?. 
ing rapidity, a flouriihin^ induftrious colony, oij 
the moft benevolent principles. The equality 
of tbeif con4ition, the mildnefs of their deport- 
ment, and the fimplicity of their mannerai 
encouraged the emigration of huibandm^o^ 
artizans and manufadurers from all parts of 
EiHTope. Thus was this colony foon raifed to 
diftinguiih^d eminence, though under a propri- 
etary government.* But the fedaries that ior 
fefted the more eaftern territory were generally 
<Joofe, idle and refradory, aiming to introduce 

• Mr. Penn publiflied a fyftem of government, on which 
jjt has been obferved, ** that the introdudory piece is per* 

« haps the moft extraordinary compound that ever was 

" publiihed, of enthufiafm, found policy, and good fenfe.*' 
^ The author tells us, •* It was adapted to the great end of 

** all government, viz. to fupport power in reverence with 
'*' the people^ and to fectire the people from the abufe of 

"power.'' Mod. Un. Hift. Vol. 41. p. 5. 
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confofion and licentioufiieis rather than the ^^\^' 
eflablilhment of any regular fociety. Excluded 
from Bofton, and banifhed the Maflachufetts^ 
they repaired to a neighboring colony, lefs 
tenacious in religious opinion, by which the 
growth of Rhode Ifland and Providence Planta- 
tions was greatly facilitated. 

The Ipirit of intolerance in the early ftages of 
their fettlements was not confined to the New 
En^and puritans^ as they have in derifion been 
ftyled. In Vir^nia, Maryland, and fome other 
colonies, where the votaries of the church of 
England were the ftronger party, the diflenters 
of every defcription were perfecuted, with little 
kfs rigour than had been experienced by the 
Quakers from the Prefbyterians of the Mafla**- 
chufetts. An aft pa&d in the aflembly of Vir- 
ginia, in the early days of her legiflation, making 
it penal " for any mailer of a veffel to bring a 
H Quaker into the province.'* *' The inhabitants 
"were inhibited from entertaining any perfon 
** of that'denomination. They were imprifoned, 
•* banilhed, and treated with every mark of fe- 
" verity fhort oif death.'** 

It is natural to fuppofe a fociety of men who 
had fufifered fo much from a fpirit of religious 
bigfilky, would have fbetched a lenient hand 
tftieyas any who might cUflFer from themfelves, 
cither in mode or opinion, with regard to the 

* Hiftory of Virgiaia. 
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_^ worfliip of the Deity. But from a firange 
propenfity in human nature to reduce every 
thing within the vortex of their own ideas, the 
£une intolerant and perfecuting fpirit, from 
which they had fo recently fled, difcovered itfelf 
in thofe bold adventurers, who had braved the 
dangers of the ocean and planted themfelves in 
a wilderne^, for the enjoyment of civil and 
religious liberty. 

In the cool moments of refleftion, both hu- 
manity and philofophy revolt at the diabolical 
difpofition, that has prevailed in almoft every 
country, to perfecute fuch as either from educa- 
tion or principle, from caprice or cuftom, refufe 
to fubfcribe to the religious creed of thofe, who, 
by various adventitious circumftaoces, have ac» 
quired a degree of fuperiority or power. 

It is rational to believe that the benevolent 
Author of nature defigned univerfal happinefs 
as the bafis of his works. Nor is it unphilo- 
ibphical to fuppofe the difference in human 
fentiment, and the variety of opinions among 
mankind, may conduce to this end. They may 
be permitted, in order to improve the feculty 
of thinking, to draw out the powers of the 
mind, to exerdfe the principles of candor, 
and learn us to wait, in a becoming naanner, 
the fon difdofure of the fyftem of divina jgov- 
emment. Jhus, probably, the variety in the 
fonnation of the human foul may appear to be 
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fud), as to have rendered it impoffible for man- ^"^^•'' 
kind to think exa6tiy in the fame channel. The 
contemplative and liberal minded man muft, 
therefore, blufh for the weaknefe of his own 
fpedes, when he fees any of them endeavouring 
to circumfcribe the limits of virtue and happi- 
nefs within his own contra6ted fphere, too often 
darkened by fuperftition and bigotry. 

The modern improvements in fociety, and 
the cultivation of reafon, which has fpread its 
benign influence over both the European and 
the American world, have nearly eradicated 
this perfecuting fpirit ; and we look back, in 
both countries, mortified and afhamed of the 
iUiberality of our anceftors. Yet fuch is the 
elaftidty of |he human mind, that when it has 
been long bent beyond a certain line of propri- 
ety, it frequently flies dflF to the oppofite extreme. 
Thus there may be danger, that in the enthu- 
fiafin for toleration^ indifference to all religion 
may take place.* Perhaps few will deny that 
religion, viewed merely in a political light, is 
after all the befl cement of fociety, the great 
barrier of juft government, and the only cef- 

* Since thefe annals were written this obferVation has 
been ftillj verified in the impious fentiments and condud 
of ieveral members of the national Conrention of France^ 
wiiO} after the dilTolation of monarchj^ and the abolition 
of llie priyileged orders^ were equally zealous for the de- 
(budion of the altars of God^ and the annihilation of all 
religion* 

VOL. I. C 
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^^^^^' tain reftraint of the pafGons, thofe dangerous 
inlets to licentloufhefe and anarchy. 

It has been obferved by an ingenious wri- 
ter, that there are profelytes from atheifm, but 
none from fuperftition. Would it not be more 
juft to reverfe the obfervation ? The narrow- 
nefs of fuperftition frequently wears oflF, by an 
intercourfe with the world, and the fubjeds 
become ufeful members of fociety. But the 
hardinefs of atheifm fets at (^fiance both hu- 
man and divine laws, until the man is loft 
to himfelf and to the world* 

A curfory furvey of the religious ftate of 
America, in the early ftages of colonization, re- 
quires no apology. It is neceflary to obferve, 
the animofities which arofe among themfelves 
on external forms of worfhip, and different 
modes of thinking, were moft unfortunate cir- 
cumftances for the infant fettlements; more 
efpecially while kept in continual alarm by the 
natives of the vaft uncultivated wilds, who foon 
grew jealous of their new inmates. It is true, 
that Maflafoit, the principal chief of the north, 
had received the ftrangers with the fame mild- 
nefs and hofpitality that marked the conduft of 
^ontezuma at the fouth, on the arrival of the 
Spaniards in his territories. Perhaps the difier- 
•ent demeanor of their fons, Philip and Guati- 
mozin, was not the refult of more hoftile or 
Tier 5ic difpofifions than their fethers poflefled. 
It more probably arofe from an apprehenfion of 
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the invaiion of their ri^ts, after time had giv- <^"^^'- 
en them a more perfeft knowledge of the tern* 
per of their guefts. 

It may be a miftake, that man^ in a ftate of na- 
ture, is more difpofed to cruelty than courtefy. 
Many inftances might be adduced to prove the 
contrary. But when once awakened to fufpi- 
don, that either his life or his intereft is in dan- 
ger, all the black paflions of the mind, with 
revenge in their rear, rife up in array.* It is 
an undoubted truth, that both the rude favage 
and the poliihed citizen are equally tenacious of 
thOT pecuniary acquifitions. And however 
mankind may have trifled away liberty, virtue, 
religion, or life, yet when the firft rudiments of 
fodety have been eftablifhed, the right of pri- 
vate property has been held facred. For an 
attempt to invsrde the pofleflions each one de- 
nominates his own^ whether it is made by the 
rude hand of the favage, or by the refinements 
of ancient or modern policy, little fliort of the 
blood of the aggreflbr has been thought a fuf- 
fident atonement. Thus, the purchafe of their 
commodities, the furs of the foreft, and the 
alienation of their lands for trivial coniidera- 
tions J the afliimed fuperiority of the Euro- 
peans ; their knowledge of arts and war, and 

♦ A celebrated writer has obferyed, that " moral cvfl 
<' is foreign to man, as well as phyfical evil ; that both the 
^ one and the other fpring up out of deyiations from the law 
•» of nature." 
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^"^^ ^ perhaps their fuperdfious deportment towards 
the aborigines might awaken in them juft fears 
of extermination. Nor is it ftrange that the 
natural principle of felf-defence operated ftrong^ 
ly in their minds, and urged them to hoftilities 
that oft^n reduced the young colonies to the^ 
utmoft danger and dA&reis. 

But the innumerable fwarms of the wilder-i 
nefs, who were not driven back to the v^ 
interior region, were foon fwept off by the 
fword or by ficknefe, which remarkably raged 
;^mong them about the time of the arrival of 
the Englifh.* The few who remained were qui- 
eted by treaty or by conqueft : after which, the 
inhabitants of the American colonies lived many 
years perhaps as near the point of felicity as the 
{X)ndition of human nature Avill admit. 

The religious bigotry of the firft planters, and 
the temporary ferments it had occafioned, fubfid- 
ed, and a fpirit of candor and forbearance every 
where took place. They feemed, previous to 
the rupture with Britain, to have acquired that 
juft and happy medium between the ferocity of 

* The Plymouth fettlers landed the twenty-fecond of 
December, but faw not ^n Indian until the thirty-firft of 
January. I'his was afterwards accoimted for by the iur 
formation of Samofet, an Indian chief who vifited them^ 
and told them the natives on the borders had been all 
fwept away by a peftilcnce that raged among them three 
pr four years before. 
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a ftate of nature, and thofe high ftages of ci%dli- 
zadon and refinement, that at once corrupt the 
heart and fap the foundation of happinefs. The 
fobriety of their manners and the purity of 
their morals were exemplary j their piety and 
hofpitality engaging ; and the equal and lenient 
adminifiration of their government fecured au- 
thority, fubordination, juftice, regularity and 
peace. A well-informed yeomanry and an en- 
lightened peasantry evinced the early attention 
of the firft fettlers to domeftic education. Pub- 
lie fchools were eftablifhed in every town, par- 
ticularly in the eaftern provinces, and as early 
as one thou£md fix hundred and thirty-eight. 
Harvard College was founded at Cambridge.* 

In the fouthern colonies, it is true, there was 
not that general attention to early inftru£Hon j 
the children of flie opulent planters only were 
educated in England, while the leis affluent 
were ne^efted, and the common clafs of whites 
had little education above their flaves. Both 
^owledge and property were more equally 
divided in the colder regions of the north ; con- 
fequently a fpirit of more equal liberty was 
difiufed. While the almoft fpontaneous har- 
vefts of tjie warmer latitudes, the great number 
of flaves thought neceflary to fecure their pro- 

♦ The elegaat St. Pierre has obferved, that there are 
three periods through which moft nations pafs ; the firft 
below nature^ in the fecond they come up to her> and in 
Ae third, go beyond hei*. 
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^""^^ ^ duce, and the eafy acquifition of fortune, nour-^ 
iihed more ariftocratic principles. Perhaps it 
may be true, that wherever flavery is encour- 
aged, there are among the free inhabitants very 
high ideas of liberty ; though not fo much 
from a fenfe of the common rights of man, as 
from their own feelings of fuperiority. 

Democratic principles are the refult of equal- 
ity of condition. A fuperfluity of wealth, and 
a train of domeftic flaves, naturally banifli a 
fenfe of general liberty, and nouriih the feeds 
of that kind of independence that ufually ter- 
minates in ariftocracy. Yet all America, from 
the firft emigrants to the prefent generation, fdt 
an attachment to the inhabitants, a regard to 
the intereft, and a reverence for the laws and 
government of England. Thofe writers who 
have obferved, that " thefe principles had fcarce* 
" ly any exiftence in the colonies at the com« 
** mencement of the late war," have certainly 
miftaken the charafter of their country. 

But unhappily both for Great Britain and 
America, the encroachments of the crown had 
gathered ftrength by time ; and after the fuc* 
ceffes, the glory, and the deniife of George the 
fecond, the fceptre defcendcd to a prince, bred 
under the aufpices of a Scotch nobleman of the 
houfe of Stuart. Nurtured in all the inflated 
ideas of kingly prerogative, furrounded by flat- 
terers and dependants, who always fwarm in 
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the purlieus of a palace, this mifguided fove- ^»^- "• 
teigOy dazzled with the acquiiition of empire, in 
tfce morning of youth, and in the zenith of 
Aadonal profperity ; more obftinate than cruel, 
rather weak than remarkably wicked, confider- 
ed an oppoiition to the mandates of his minify 
ters, as a crime of too daring a nature to hope 
for the pardon of royalty. 

Lord Bute, who from the preceptor of the 
prince in the years of pupilage, had become the 
direftor of the monarch on the, throne of Brit- 
ain, found it not difficult, by that fecret influ- 
ence ever exercifed by a favorite minifter, to 
bring over a majority of the houfe of commons 
to co-operate with the defigns of the crown. 
Thus the parliament of England became the 
mere areature of adminiftration, and appeared 
ready to leap the boundaries of juftice, and to . 
undermine the pillars of their own conflitution, 
by adhering ftedfaftly for feveral years to a com- 
plicated fyftem of tyranny, that threatened the 
new world with a yoke unknown to their 
fathers. 

It had ever been deemed eflential to the 
prefervation of the boafted liberties of Englilh- 
men, that no grants of monies fliould be made, 
by tolls, talliage, excife, or any other way, with- 
out the confent of the people by their reprefent- 
ative voice. Innovation in a point fo interefiing 
might well be expefted to create a general fer- 
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^"^^ '• ment through the American provinces. Num* 
berlefs reftridUons had been laid on the trade o[ 
the colonies previous to this period, and every 
method had been taken to check their enter- 
prifing fpirit, and to prevent the growth of their 
manufa£hires. Nor is it furprifing, that loud 
complaints ihould be made when heavy exac- 
tions were laid on the fubjed, who had not, and 
whofe -local fituation rendered it imprafticable 
that he ihould have, an eopxTl reprefentation in 
parliament. 

What ftill heightened the refentment of the 
Americans, in the beginning of the great con- 
teft, was the refleftion, that they had not only 
always fupported their own internal government 
with little expenfe to Great Britain ; but while 
a friendly union exifted, they had, on all occa- 
(ions, exerted their utmoft ability to comply 
with every conftitutional requifition from the 
parent ftate. .We need not here revert further 
back than the beginning of the reign of George 
the third, to prove this, though earlier inftances 
might be adduced. 

The extraordinary exertions of the colonies, 
in co-operation with Britilh meafures, againft 
the French, in the late war, were acknowledged 
by the Britifh parliament to be more than ad- 
equate to their ability. After the fuccefsful 
expedition toLouifburg, in one thouland feven 
hundred and forty-five, the fum of two hundred 
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tKdofand pounds fterling was voted by the com- 
nums, as a compenfation to fome of the colonies 
for their vigorous eflForts, which were carried 
beyond their proportional ftrength, to aid th« 
expedition* 

Not contetited with the voluntary aids they 
had from time to time received from the cd'- 
ome8> and grown giddy with the luftre of their 
own power^ in the plenitude of human grandeur, 
to which the nation had arrived in the long and 
fiicceis^ reign of George the fecond, fuch weak, 
inq^lidcand unjuft meafures were purfued, on 
the argpfcap of his grandfon, as foon threw the 
whole enq^are into the moft violent convulfions. 

A more particular narrative of the firft fet- 
tlemdot of America; their wars with the 
tiatives ; their diftrefles at home ; their per-^ 
l^kxities abroad; and their^difputes with the 
parent ftate, relative to grants, charters, privi-^ 
leges and fimits, may be feen in the accounts 
of every hiflorical writer on the ftate of the 
colonies.* As this is not comprehended in the 
dei^ of the prefent work, the reader is referred 
to more voluminous, or more minute defcrip- 
tions of the events preceding the tranfaftions, 
which brought forward a revolution^ that emati^ 

♦ Thcfe refearches have been fattsfaftorilj mad^ by 
fewral fiterarj gentlemen^ whofe tal^ti were tqual to xh$ 
taOu 

vol.. I. :& 
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"^"- dpated the colonies from the domination of the 
fceptre of Britain. This is a ftory of fo much 
intereft to the miiids of every fon and daughter 
of America, endowed with the ability of refleft- 
ing, that they will not reluftantly haften to the 
detail of tranfaftions, that have awakened the 
attention and expedation of the millions among 
the nations beyond the Atlantic. 
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CHAPTER n- 

The Stamp-Aa. — ^A Congrefs convened at New-York, 
One thoufand feven hundred and fixty-five. — ^The 
Stamp-A^ repealed. — New Grievances.— Sufpenfion 
of the LegUlature of New York. 

1 HE projeft of an American taxation might 
have been longer meditated, but the memorable 
era of the ftamp-aft, in one thoufand feven 
hundred and fixty-four, was the firft innovation 
that gave a general alarm throughout the conti- 
nent. By this extraordinary aft, a certain duty 
was to be levied on all bonds, bills of lading, 
public papers,- and writings of every kind, for 
the exprels purpofe of raifing a revenue to the 
crown. As foon as this intelligence was tranf^ 
mitted to America, an univerfal murmur fuc 
ceeded ; and while the judicious and penetrating 
thought it time to make a refolute ftand againft 
the encroachments of power, the refentment of 
the lower dafles broke out into fuch exceffes of 
riot and tumult, as prevented the opcfration 
of the favorite projeft. 



Multitudes affembled in the principal towns 
and cities, and the popular torrent bore down 
all before it. The houfes of fome, who were 
the avowed abettors of the meafbre, and of 
others, who were only fufpe6bed as inimical to 
the lil^rtites of America, in Bo(lon, in Newport, 
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^^^^ C<^nnefticut, and many other [daces, were rafe^ 
to the ground. The cotnmiffioners of the fiamp« 
office were every where compelled to renounce 
their employments, and to enter into the m6A 
folemn engagements to make no further attempts 
to aA in this obnoxious bufineis. At New York 
the a£fc was printed, and cried about the ftreets, 
under the title qf " The folly of England^ and the 
** nun ofAmericay Jn Philadelphia the cannon 
were ^iked up, and the bells of the city, muf- 
fled, tolled from morning to evening, and every 
teftimony of iincere mourning was difplayed, on 
the arrival of the ftamp papers. Nor were any 
of the more fouthern coloniesi leis oppofed to 
the operation of this aA ; and the houfe of Bur-r 
geffes, in Virginia, was the firft who formally 
refolved againft the encroachments of power^ 
and the unwarraatabl^ deii^ of the Britiih 
parliwient, 

The novelty of their procedure, and th^ 
bddneis of fpirit that marked the refolutions 
of that afiembly^ at once aftonifhed ^uad difcon* 
certed the officers of the crown, and the fup<» 
porters of the meafures of adminiftratioHt 
Thefe refolves* were ufhered into the houfe, 
on the thirtieth of May, one thousand, feven 
hundred and fixty-five, by Patrick Henry, efq. 
^ young gentleman pf the law, till then unknown 
in political life. He was a man, poflefle4 
of i^ong powers, much profeffional knowledge 

♦ Appendix, Note, No. H. 
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and of fiich abilities as qualified him for the ^^'"^ 
exijgencies of the day. Fearlefe of the cry of 
^ treafm^ echoed againft him from feveral quar- 
ters, he juftified the meafure, and fupported the 
refidfes, in a fpeech, that did honor both to 
his underftanding, and his patriotifm. The 
governor, to check the progrefs of fuch daring 
principles, immediately diflblved the aflembly. 



Jot the difpofition of the p^le was difcov- - 

cred, t^en, on a new eleftion, inofe gentlemen ^^^^* 
were every where re<hofen, who had Ihewn """""""^ 
the moft firmnds and zeal, in oppofition to the 
fta]i^)-a&. Indeed, from New Hamplhire to 
the Carofinas, a general averfion appeared againft 
thla eaqperiment of adminiftration. Nor was 
the 9amt confined to the continent ; it had 
fprtad tt> the infular re^ons, whofe inhabitants, 
con^kutionally more fanguine tJian thofe bom 
in ccdder climates, difcovered ftronger marks of 
refentn^ent, and prouder tokens of difobedience 
tonsidfis^al authority. Thus feveral of the 
Weft India iflands ihewed equal violence, in the 
definition df the ftamp papers, difguft at the 
aA, and indignation towards the officers who - 
wert bold enough to attempt its execution. 
Kw £d they at this period appear lefs deter* 
nuned to refifi the operation of all unconfti* 
tuticmal mandates, than the generous planters 
pf the fouthem, or the independent fpirit^ 
of the northern colonies. 
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^''^"•°- When the general ajffembly of the Mafia- 

1764^ chufetts met this year, it appeared that moft of 
the members of the houfe of reprefentatives had 
infiruAions from their conftituents to make 
every legal and fpirited oppofition to the diftri- 
bution of the fiamped papers, to the execution 
of the ad in any form,iand to every other par* 
liamentary infringement on the rights of the 
people of the colonies. A fpecimen of the fpirit 
of the times may be feen in a fingle inftance of 
thofe inftruftions, which were given to the rep^ 
refentative of the town of Plymouth, the capital 
of the old colony.* Similar meafures were 
adopted in moft of the other provinces. In 
confequence of which, petitions from the re- 
fpeclive aflemblies, replete with the ftrongeft 
expreffions of loyalty and aflFecbion to the king, 
and a regard to the Britifli nation, were pre* 
fented to his majcft}^, through the hands of the 
colonial agents. 

The ferment was however too general, and the 
fpirits of the people too much agitated, to wait 
patiently the refult of their own -applications. 
So univerfal was the refentment and difcontent 
of the people, that the niore judicious and dit 
creet charafters were exceedingly apprehenfive 
that the general clamor might terminate in the 
extremes of anarchy. Heavy duties had been 
laid on all goods imported from fuch of the Weft 
India iflands as did not belong to Great Britaiiu 

* See Appendix, Note, No. III. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE AMERICAN REVOLUTIOK. SI 

Thefe duties were to be pjud into the exchequer, ^"^^ "• 
and all penalties incurred, were to be recovered "neZ^ 
in the courts of vice-admiralty, by the determi- 
nation of a fingle judge, without trial by jury, 
and the judge's falary was to be paid out of the 
fruits cf the forfeiture. 

AD remonftrances againft this innovating 
fyfiem had hitherto been without efieft ; and 
in this period of fufpenfe, apprehenfion and anx- 
iety, a general congrefs of delegates from the 
feveral provinces was propofed by the honorable 
James Otis, of Barnftable, in the MaffachufettSv 
He was a gentleman of great probity, experience, 
and parliamentary abilities, whofe religious ad- 
herence to the rights of his country had diftin- 
guifhed him through a long courfe of years, in 
which he had fuftained fome of the firft offices 
in government. This propofal, from a man of 
his acknowledged judgment, difcretion and 
fihm^^;gas univerfally pleafing. The meafure 
was cotiununlcated to fome of the principal 
tnmbers of , the two houfes of aflembly, and 
immediately adopted, not only by the Mafla- 
cEtufetts, but very foon after by moft of the other 
Gcdonies. Thus originated the firft congrefs 
fiver convened in America by the united voice 
of the people, in order to juftify their claims to 
the rights of Englifhmen, and the privileges of 
the Britifh conftitution* • 
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^'•°' It has been obferved that Virginia and th« 

1764^ Mafiachufetts made the firft q)pofition to par- 
liamentary meafures, on different grounds. The 
'Virginians, in their refolves, came forward^ con- 
fcious of their own independence, and at once 
afferted their rights as men. The Mafiachufetts 
generally founded their claims on the rights of 
Britifh fubjefts, and the privileges of their Eng- 
^fh anceftors ; but the era was not fir diftant, 
when the united colonies took the fame ground, 
the claim of native independence, regardlefs of 
charters or foreign reftriftions. 

At a period when the tafte and opinions of 
Americans were comparatively pure and fimple^ 
while they poflefled that independence and digi 
nity of mind, which is loft only by a multiplicity, 
of wants and interefts, new fcenes were open- 
ing, beyond the reach of human calculation* 
At this important crifis, the delegates appointed 
from feveral of the colonies, to deliberate on thd 
lowering afpeft of political afiairs, met at New 
York, on the firft Tuefday of October, one 
thoufand feven hundred and fixty-five.* 



1765. 



The moderate demands of this body, and 
the fliort period of its exiftence, difcovered ait 
once the affedionate attachment of its membersf 

f Several of the colonies were prevented (ending dele- 
gates to the congrefs at New York, by the royal governors, 
\Vho would not permit the a/Iemblies to meet, 
t See Appendix, Note, No. IV* 
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to die parent ftate and their dread of a general cbap.ix. 
rupture, which at that time nniverfally pr6- 
v^dled. They ftated their claims as fubjeAs to 
the crown of Great Britain ; appointed agents 
to enforce them in the national councils ; and 
agreed on petitions for the repeal of the ftamp- 
aft, which had fown the feeds of difcord 
throughout the colonies. T^e prayer of their 
conftituents was, in a fpirited, yet refpeftful 
manner, oflFered through them to the king, 
lords, and commons of Great Britain : they 
then feparated, to wait the event.* 

A majority of the principal merchants of the 
city of London, the opulent Weft India pro- 
prietors who refided in England, and moft of 
the manufaAuring towns through the king- 
dom, accompanied with fimilar petitions, thofe 
offered by the congrefs convened at New York. 
In confequence of the geijpral averfion to the 
ftamp-aft, th^ Britilh miniftry were changed in 
appearance, though the fame men who had fab- 
ricated the American fyftem, ftill retained their 
influence on the mind of the king, and in the 
councils of the nation. The parliamentary de- 
bates of the winter of one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and fixty.fix, evinced the important con- 
fequences expeded from the dedfion of the 
queftion^ relative to an American taxation. 

* See their petition in the records of the congrefs it 
licw Tork» in one thouiand feven hundred and finy -fire. 
vqh. I. £ 
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Warm and fpirited arguments in favor of th< 
meafure, energetic reafonin^ againft it, with 
many farcaftic ftrokes on adminiftration, from 
feme of the prime orators in parliament, inte- 
refted the hearers of every rank and defcription. 
Jlnally, in order to quiet the public mind, the 
execution oif ihe^amp-ad was pronounced inexpe- 
dient by a majority of the houfe of commons, and 
a bill pafied fot* its repeal on March the eight* 
eenth, one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-fix. 
But a claufe was inferted therein, holding up a 
parliamentary right to make laws binding on 
the colonies in aU cafes whatfoever : and a kind 
} ,of condition was tacked to the repeal, that com- 

^ penfation Ihould be made to aU who had fuf^ 

fered, either in perfon or property, by the late 
riotous proceedings. 

A fliort-lived joy was diffiifed throughout 
.America, even by this delufive appearance of 
lenity : the people ol every defcription manifeft* 
ed the ftrongeft defire, that harmony might be 
re-eftablilhed between Great Britain and the 
colonies. Bonfires, illuminations, and all the 
ufual expreffions of popular fatisfdidion^ were 
difplayed on the joyful occafion : yet, amidft 
the demonftrations of this lively gratitude, 
there were fome who had fagacity enough to 
fee, that the Bridlh miniftry was not fo much 
inftigated by principles of equity, as impelled by 
neceffity. Thefe deemed any relaxation in par- 
liament an z£t of juftice, rather than favor i and 
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felt more refentment for the manner, than ob- chap, it 
Kgation for the defign, of this partial repeal. 
Their opinion wa? fully juftified by the fubfe- 
quent conduck of adminiftration. 



When the affembly of Maflaphufetts met 
the fucceeding winter, there feemed to prevail 
a general difpofition for peace : the fenfe of in- 
jury was checked ; and fuch a fpirit of affeftion 
and loyalty appeared, that the two houfes agreed 
to a bill for compenfation to all fufFerers, in the 
late times of confufion and riot. But they were 
carejFul not to recognize a right in parliament to 
piake fuch a requifition : they ordered it to be 
entered on the journals of the houfe, that " for 
" the fake of internal peace, they waved all de- 
" bate and controverfy, though perfuaded, the 
" delinquent fufferers had no juft claim on the 
" province : that, influenced by a loyal regfird 
** to his majefty's recommendation, (not confid- 
♦* ering it as a requifition ;) and that, from a 
" deference to the opinions of fofiie illuftrious 
" patrons of America, in file houfe of commpns, 
^* who had urged them to a compliance ; They 
** therefore acceded to the propofal j though, at 
** the fame time, they confidered it a very rep- 
^ reheniible ftep In thofd^ who had fuffered, to 
** apply for relief to the parliament of Britain^ 
** inftead of fubmitting to the juftice and clem- 
" ency of their own legiflature.** 

They made feveral other juft and fevere olv 
fervations on the high-toned fpeech of the gov- 
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CHAP. XL 



ernor^ who had Md, ^^ that the requifitioa of 
"ITr" ^ the miaiftry was founded on fo much juftice 
" and humanity^ that it could not be contro- 
" verted." They inquired, if the authority with 
which he introduced the minifteriai demand, 
precluded all difputation about complying with 
it, what freedom of choice they had left in the 
cafe ? They faid, " With regard to the reft of 
** your excellency's fpeech, we are conftrained 
** to obferve, that the general air and ftyle of it 
** fiivors much more of an aft of free grace and 
** pardon, than of a parliamentary addrefe to the 
" two houfes of affembly : and we moft fincerely 
•* wifh your excellency had been pleafed to re- 
*f ferve it, if needful, for a proclamation.** 

In the bill for compenfation by the affembly 
of Maflachufetts, was added a very offenfive 
daufe. A general pardon and oblivion was 
granted to all offenders in the late confufion, 
tumults and riots. An exad detail of thefe 
proceedings was tranfmitted to England. The 
king and council difallowed the aft, as comprif- 
ing in it a bill of indemnity to the Bofton riot- 
ers ; and ordered compenfation made to the late 
fufferers, without any fupplementary conditions. 
No notice was taken of this order, nor any alter^ 
ation made in the aft. The money was drawn 
from the treafury of the province to fatisfy the 
claimants for compenfation ; and no farther in- 
quiries were made relative to the authors of the 
late tumultuary proceedings of the times, when 
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the minds of men had be^ wrought up to a cbaf u. 
ferment, beyond the reach of ^ legal refiraint. 



The yekr one thoufand feven hundred and 
fixty-fix had pafled over without any other re- 
markable political events. All colonial meafures 
agitated in England, were regularly tranfmitted 
by the minifter for the American department 
to the feveral plantation governors j who, on 
every communication, endeavoured to enforce 
the operation of parliamentary authority, by the 
rood fanguine injunctions of their own, and a 
magnificent difplay of royal refentment, on the 
finalleft token of difobedience to minifterial re- 
quifitions. But it will appear, that through a 
long feries of refolves and meffages, letters and 
petitions, which paffed between the parties, pre- 
vious to the commencement of hoftilities, the 
watchful guardians of American freedom never 
loft fight of the intrigues x^f their enemies, or 
the mifchievous defigns of fuch as were under 
the influence of the crown, 0n either fide the 
Atlantic- 
It may be obferved, that the tranquillity of the 
provinces had for fome time been interrupted 
by the innovating fpirit of the Britifh miniftry^ 
inftigated by a fe'w proftitutes of power, nurtur- 
ed in the lap of America, and bound by every 
tie of honor and gratitude, to be faithful to 
the interefts of their country. The fodal enjoy- 
ments of life had long been diftjirbed, the mind 
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fretted, and the people rendered fu^iciousji 
when they faw fome of their fellow-dtizens, 
who did not hefitate at a junftion with the ac^.^ 
cumulated fwarms of hirelings, font from Great 
Britain to ravilh from the colonies the rights 
they claimed both by nature and by compaft. 
That the hard-hearted judges of admiralty, and 
the crowd of revenue officers that hovered 
about the cuftom houfes, Ihould feldom be aftu-» 
ated by the principles of juftice, is not ftrange. 
Peculation was generally the prime objeft of 
this clafs ; and the oaths they adminiftered, and 
the habits they encouraged,, were favorable to 
every fpecies of bribery and corruption. The 
rapacity which inftigated thefe defcriptions of 
men had little check, while they faw themfelves 
upheld even by fome governors of provinces. 
In this grade, which ought ever to be the pro- 
testors of the rights of the people, there were 
fome who were total ftrangers to all ideas of 
equity, freedom, or urbanity. It was obferved 
at this time, in a fpeech before the houfe of 
commons, by colonel Barre, that " to his cer- 
" tain knowledge, fome were promoted to the 
" higheft feats of honor in America, who were 
** glad to fly to a foreign country, to efcape be- 
" ing brought to the bar of juftice in their 
*' own.*** 

However injudicious the appointments tO; 
American departments might be, the darling 

•, ParliamenUry debates for 1766. 
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^int of an American revenue was an objeft too xmnr.n. 
confequential to be relinquiftied, either by '" 

the court at St. James's, the plantation gover- 
nors, or their mercenary adherents difperfed 
through the continent. Befides thefe, there 
were feveral claffes in America, who were at firft 
exceedingly oppofed to meafures that militated 
with th^ defigns of admiiiiftration. Some, im- 
prefled by long connexion, were intimidated 
by her power, and attached by afFedion to 
J^ritain : others, the true difciples of paffive 
obedience, had real fcruples of confcience with 
regard to any refiftance to the powers that be : 
thefe, whether aduated by aflFeClion or fear, by 
principle or intereft, formed a clofe combination 
with the colonial govfernors, cuftom houfe offi^ 
cers, and all in fubordinate departments, who * 

hung on the court for fubfiftence. By the ten- 
or of the writings of fome of thefe, and the in- 
folent behaviour of others, they became equally 
obnoxious in . the eyes of the people, with the 
officer^ of the crown and the danglers for place 5 , 
who, difiippointed of tflipr prey by the repeal of 
the ftamp-ad, and refUeis for fome new proje<ft 
that might enable them to rife into importance 
on the fpoils of America, were continually whif- 
pering malicious infmuations into the ears of the 
£nanciers and minillers of colonial departments. 

They reprefented the mercantile body in 
America as a fet of fmugglers, forever break- 
ing over the laws of trade and of fociety ; the 
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1767. 



people in genera] ^ famous, turbulent, and 
aiming at indep€<ndence ; the legiilatures in the 
feveral provinces as marked with the fame fpirit; 
and government every where in fo lax a ftate^ 
that the Civil authority was infufficient to pre- 
i^ent the fiital eflFeds of popular difcontent. 

It is indeed true, that refentment had in fev- 
eral inftances arifen to outrage ; and that the 
moft unwarrantable excefles had been commit- 
ted on fome occafions, which gave grounds for 
unfavorable reprefentations. Yet it muft be 
acknowledged, that the voice of the people 
ieldom breathes univerfal murmur, but when 
the infolence or the oppreffion of their rulers 
extorts the bitter complaint. On the contrary , 
there is a certain fupinenefs which generally 
overfpreads the multitude, and difpofes man* 
kind to fubmit quietly, to any form of govern- 
ment, rather than to be at the expenfe and haz- 
ard of refiftance. They become attached to 
ancient modes by habits of obedience, though 
the reins of authority are fometimes held by 
the moft rigorous hand. Thus we have feen 
in all ages, the many become the flaves of the 
few : preferring the wretched tranquillity of 
inglorious eafe, they patiendy yield to defpotic 
matters, until awakened by multiplied wrongs- 
to the feelings of human nature ; which, when 
once aroufed to a confdoufnefs of the native 
freedom and equal rights of man, ever revolts 
at the idea of fervatude. 
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Perhaps the ftory of political revolution ^°^'"- 
never exhibited a more general enthufiafm in 17^7. 
the caxife of liberty, than that which for feveral 
years pervaded all ranks in America, and 
hcought forward events little expefted by 
the moft fimguine fpirits in the beginning of 
the controverfy. A conteft now pufhed with 
fo much vigour, that the intelligent yeomanry 
of the country, as well as thofe educated in the 
higher walks, became convinced that nothing 
Icfe than a fyftematjcal plan of flavery was de- 
figned againft them. They viewed the chains 
as already forged to manacle the unborn mil* 
lions ', and though every one feemed to dread 
any new interruption of public tranquillity, the 
impetuofity of fome led them into excefles 
wMch coiJd not be reflxained by thofe of more 
cool and difcreet deportment. To the moft 
jnoderate and judicious it foon became appar- 
ent, that unlefs a timely and bold refiftance 
prevented, the colonifts muft in a few years 
fink into the lame wretched thraldom, that 
marks the miferable Afiatic. 

Few of the executive officers employed by 
the Idhg of Great Britain, and fewer of their 
adherents, were qualified either by education, 
principle, or inclination, to allay the ferment of 
the titnes, or to eradicate the fufpicions of men, 
who, from an hereditary love of freedom, were 
tenderly touched by the fmalleft attempt, to 
undermine the invaluable pofleffion. Yet, per- 

VOL. I. r 
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^'*^"' haps few of the colonies, at this period, fuffered 
1767. equal embarraflments with the Maflachufetts. 
The inhabitants of that province were confid- 
ered as the prime leaders of fadion,the difturb- 
ers of public tranquillity, and Bofton the feat of 
fedition. Vengeance was continually denoun- 
ced againft that capital, and indeed the whole 
province, through the letters, meflages, and 
fpeeches of their firft magiftrate. 

Unhappily for both parties, governor Ber- 
nard was very illy calculated to promote the 
intereft of the people, or fupport the honor of 
his matter. He was a man of little genius, but 
fome learning. He was by education ftrongly 
impreffed with high ideas of canon and feudal 
law, and fond of a fyftem of government that 
had been long obfolete in England, and had 
never had an exiftence in America. His difpo- 
fition was choleric and fanguine, obftinate and 
defigning, yet too open and frank to difguife 
his intrigues, and too precipitant to bring them 
to maturity. A revifion of colony charters, a 
refumption of former privileges, and an Amer- 
ican revenue, were the conftant topics of his 
letters to adminiftration.* To prove the necef- 
fity of thefe meafures, the moft trivial difturb- 
ance was magnified to a riot ; and to give a 
pretext to thefe wicked infinuations, ix was 

* See his pamphlet on law and polity, and his letters to 
the Britiih miniftiy, while be prefided in the Maffiichufetts. 
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thought by many, that tumults were frequent- ^°^''"- 
Jy excited by the inclifcretion or malignancy of jY^y^ 
his own partisans* 

The declaratory bill ftill hung fufpended 
over the heads of the Americans, nor was it 
fuffered to remain long without trying its op* 
>erative effefts. The claufe holding up a right 
to tax America at pleafure, and ** to bind them 
^ in all cafes whatfoever,** was comprehenfive 
and alarniing. Yet it was not generally ex- 
pected, that the miniftry would foon endeavour 
to avail themfelves of the dangerous experi- '^ 
snent ; but, in this, the public were miftaken* 

It has already been obferved, that the arbi- 
trary difpofition of George the third ; the 
abfurd fyftem of policy adopted in conformity 
to his principles, and a parliamentary majority 
at the command of the miniftry, rendered it 
not difficult to enforce any meafures that might 
tend to an acceffion to the powers of the crown. 
It was a juft fentimenjt of an elegant writer, 
that ** almoft all the vices of royalty have 
** been principally occafioned by a flavifh adula- 
•* tion in the language of their fubjefts ; and 
•* to the Ihame of the Englilh it muft be faid^ 
" that none of the enflaved nations in the world 
** have addreffed the throne in a more fulfome 
^' and hyperbolical ftyle."* 

• Mrs. Macauley's letter to earl Stanhope. 
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"^''•"^ The dignity of the crown, the fupremacy of 

1767. parliament, and the difloyalty of the colonies, 
were the theme of the court, the echo of its 
creatures, and of the Britiih nation in general ; 
nor was it thought good policy to let the high 
claims of government lie long in a dormant 
ftate. Accordingly not many months after the 
repeal of the ftamp-a6t, the chancellor of the 
exchequer, Charles Townfhend, Efq. came for- 
ward and pawned his charafter on the iuccefe 
of a new attempt to tax the American colonies^ 
He was a gentleman of confpicuous abilities, 
and much profeffional knowledge ; endowed 
with mor^ boldnefs than difcretion ; he had 
** the talent of bringing together at once all 
** that was neceflary to eftablifli, to illuftrate, 
** and to decorate the fide of the queftion he 
<« was on/'* 

He introduced feveral bills in fupport of his 
fanguinary defigns, which without much difficul- 
ty obtained the (anftion of parliament, and the 
royal affent. The purport of the new projeft 
for revenue was to levy certain duties on paper, 
glafs, painters* colors, and feveral other articles 
ufually imported into America. It was alfb 
direded that the duties on India teas, which 

♦ A writer has more recently ohfenred that Charles 
Townfhend was a man of rifmg parliamentary reputation 
and brilliant talents ; but capricious, infmcere, intriguing, 
gnd wholly deftitute of difcretion or folidity. 

^eUham on the reign of George the third. 
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had been a produdive fource of revenue ia ^^^-^^ 
England, ihooild be taken oflF there, and three ^^67. 
pence per pound levied on all kinds that fliould 
in future be purchafed in the xrolonies. 

This inconfiderable duty on teas finally be- 
came an objeft of high importance and alterca- 
tion ; it was not the fum, but the principle 
that was contefted ; it manifefUy appeared that 
this was only a financiering expedient to raife a 
revenue from the colonies by imperceptible 
taxes. The defenders of the privileges and the 
freedom of the colonies, denied all parliamentary 
right to tax them in any way whatever. They 
aflerted that if the coUedtion of this duty was 
permitted, it would eftabliih a precedent, and 
ftrengthen the daim parliament had aflumed, 
to tax them at pleafure. To do it by the fecret 
modes of impofts and exdfes would ruin their 
trade, corrupt the morals of the people, and was 
more abhorrent in their eyes than a direft de- 
mand. The moft judicious and intelligent 
Americans at this time confidered all impercepti- 
ble taxes fraught with evils, that tended to 
enflave any country plunged in the boundlels 
chaos of fifcal demands that this pradice intro* 
duces« 

In confequence of the new fyftem, a board of 
cuftoms was inftituted and commiffioners ap- 
pointed to fet in Bofton to colleft the duties ; 
which were befides other purpofes to fupply a 
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^"^•"' fund ibr the payment of the large falaries an* 
1767. ncxed to their office. A civil lift was foon after 
eftabliihed, and the governors of the Maflachu* 
fetts, judges of the fuperior court, and fuch other 
officers as had heretofore depended on the free 
grants of the reprefentative body, were to be 
paid out of the revenue cheft. 

Thus rendered wholly independent of the 
general affembly, there was no check left on 
the wanton exercife of power in the crown of- 
ficers, however difpofed they might be to abufe 
their truft. The diftance from the throne, it 
was faid, muft delay, if not wholly prevent, all 
relief under any oppreffions the people might 
fuffer from the fervants of government ; and 
to crown the long lift of grievances, fpecified 
by the patriots of the day, the extenfion of the 
courts of vice-admiralty was none of the leaft. 
They were vefted with certain powers that dif- 
penfed with the mode of trial by jury, annihi- 
lated the privileges of Englifhmen, and placed 
the liberty of every man in the hand of a petty 
officer of the cuftoms. By warrant of a writ 
of affiftance from the governor or lieutenant 
governor, any officer of the revenue was au- 
thorized to enter the dwelling of the moft re- 
fpeftable inhabitant on the fmalleft fufpidon of 
a concealment of contraband goods, and to in- 
fult, fearch, or feize, with impunity. 
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An attorney* at law, of fome profeffional ^^^•"- 
abilities and ingenuity, but without either prop- 1757. 
erty or principle, was, by the inftigation of Mr* 
fiemard, appointed fole judge of admiralty in 
the Mafiachufetts. The dangerous afped: of 
this court, particularly when aided by writs of 
affiftance, was oppofed with peculiar energy and 
ftrength of argument, by James Otis, Efq. of 
Bofton, who, by the exertion of his talents and 
theiacrifice of intereft, may juftly claim the 
honor of laying the foundation of a revolu- 
tion, which has been produdive of the happieft 
effeds to the dvil and political interefts of man- 
kind. 

He was the firft champion of American free- 
dom, who had the courage to put his fignature 
to the conteft between Great Britain and' the 
colonies. He had in a clear, concife^ and nerv- 
ous manner, flated and vindicated the rights of 
the American colonies, and publifhed his obfer- 
vations in Bofton, while the ftamp-aft hung fuf- 
pended. This traft was written with fuch a 
ipirit of liberality, loyalty, and impartiality, that 
though at the time fome were ready to pro- 
nounce it treafonabky yet, when oppofition run 
higher, many of the moft judicious partisans 
of the crown were willing to admit it as a 

♦ Jonathan Sewall, a native of the province, whofe pen 
had been employed to vindicate the meafures of admini Ara- 
tion 9nd the condud of governor Bernard, under the fig- 
latore of Fhilalethes, M ailachafettenfls. Ice &c. 
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^^^'^ juft criterion of political truth,* But the au- 
1767* ^^^^ "^^^^ abufed and vilified by the fcrib-' 
biers of the court, and threatened with an ar- 
reft from the crown, for the boldnefs of his 
opinions* Yet he continued to advocate the 
rights of the people, and in the courfe of his 
argument againft the iniquitous confequences 
of writs of afliftance, he obfervfed, that "his 
*' engaging in this caufe had raifed the refent- 
** ment of its abettors ; but that he argued it 
*' from principle, and with pediliar pleafure, as 
" it was in favor of Britijh liberty^ and in op- 
"pofition to theexercife of a power, that in 
*' former periods of Englifli hiftory, had coft 
*' one king of England his head, and another 
*' his crown/' — He added, " I can fincerely de- 
*' clare, that I fubmit myfelf to every opprobri- 
** ous name for confdence fake, and defpife all 
** thofe, whom guilt, folly or malice have made 
" my foes/* 

It was on this occafion, that Mr. Otis refign- 
cd the office of judge advocate, and renounced 
all employment imder fo corrupt an adminiftra- 
tion, boldly declaring in the face of the fupreme 
court, at this dangerous crifis,, that " the only 
*' principle of public conduft, worthy a gentle- 
*' man or a man, was the facrifice of health, eafe, 
**applaufe, eftate, or even life, to the facred 

♦ See Mr. Otis's pamphlet, entitled, " The rights of 
** the colonies dated and vindicated.'* 
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** caDs of his country ; that thefe manly fenti- ^^^•"- 

**ments in private life made the good citizen, 17^7. 

^ in public, the patriot and the hero.*' — ^Thus 

was verified in his conduft the obfervation of 

a writer* of merit and celebrity, that "it was 

** as difficult for Great Britain to frighten as to 

** cheat Americans into fervitude; that fee 

" ought to leave them in the peacable poffeffion 

" of that liberty which they received at their 

^ birth, and were refolved to retain to their 

** death." 

When the new parliamentary regulation^ 
reached America, all the colonies in their fev- 
eral departments petitioned in the moft ftren- 
uous manner againft any American taxation, 
and all other recent innovations relative to the 
government of the Britife provinces. Thefe 
petitions were, when received by the miniftry, 
treated by them with the utmoft contempt. 
But they were fupported by a refpeftable party 
in the parliament of Britain, who did not neg- 
left to warn the adminiftration of the danger of 
precipitating meafures, that might require be- 
fore the termination of a conteft thus hurried 

♦ Mir. Dickenfon, author of the much admired Farmer's 
Letters^ tke firft copy of which he incldfed to his friend, 
Mr. Otis, and obferved to him, that ^'the examples of 
"public fpirit in the cold regions of the north, had roufed 
« the languid latitudes of the fouth, to a proper vindica^ 
••tion of their rights." See Appendix, Note, No. V. 

VOL.. 1, « 
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^^•°- on, ^ more virtue and abilities than the miniftry 
1767. •^poffeffed." 

By feme fteps taken by adminiftration pre- 
vious to the prefent period, there was reafon to 
fuppofe that they were themfelves apprehenfive, 
that their fyftem for governing the colonies in 
a more arbitrary manner would give great of- 
fence, and create difturbances of fo alarming z 
nature, that perhaps the aid of military power 
might become neceflary to enforce the comple- 
tion of their defigns. Doubtlefs it was with 
a view of facilitating the new projefts, that an 
extraordinary bill had been paffed in parliament, 
making it lawful for the officers of the Britifh 
army to quarter their troops in private houfes 
throughout the colonies. Thus while mixed 
in every family, it might become more eafy to 
awe the people into fubmiffion, and compel 
them by military terrors to the bafeft compli- 
ances. But the colony agents refiding in Lon- 
don, and the merchants concerned* in the Amer- 
ican trade, remonftrated fo warmly againft the 
injuftice and cruelty of fuch a procedure, that a 
part of the bill was dropped. Yet it was too 
important a point wholly to relinquilh ; of 
confequence a daufe was left, obliging the fev- 
eral legiflative aflemblies to provide quarters 
for the king's marching regiments, and to fur- 
nilh a number of fpecified articles at the ex- 
penfe of the province, wherever they might be 
ftationed. 
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TUs a& continued in full force after the ^^^''- 
fhmp-aft was repealed, though it equally mili^ 1757. 
tated with that part of the Britiih conftitution 
which provides that no monies £hould be raifed 
on the fubjeft without his confent. Yet rath- 
er than enter on a new difpute, the colonifts in 
general chofe to evade it for the prefent, and 
without many obfervations thereon had occa- 
fionaUy made fome voluntary provifions for the 
fiipport of the king's troops. It was hoped 
the aft might be only a temporary expedient to 
hold up the authority of parliament, and that 
in a fhort time the claim might die of itfelf 
without any atten^t to revive fuch an unrea- 
Ibnahle demand. But New York, more explicit 
in her refu£d to obeyj was fufpended from all 
powers of legiflation until the quartering ad: 
fhould be complied with in the fiilleft extent. 
By this unprecedented treatment of one of the 
colonies, and the innumerable exadions and 
reftridions on all, a general apprehenfion pre- 
vailed, that nothing but a firm, vigorous and 
united refiftance could ihield from the attacks 
that threatened the total extinction of civil lib- 
erty through the continent. 
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CHAPTER nr. 

Curfory Obfinrations. — ^MaiTachufetts Circular Letter. — A 
new Houfe of Reprefentatives called* — Governor Ber- 
nard impeached. — A Riot on the Seizure of a VefleL — 
Troops applied for to prote<ft the King's Officers. — ^A 
Convention at Bofton. — Troops arrive. — A Combination 
againft all Commerce with Great Britain. — A General 
Aflembly convened at Bofton — removed to Cambridge. 
^-Governor Bernard after his Impeachment repairs to 
England. 

The Britiih colonies at this period through 
the American continent contained, exclufive 
of Canada and Nova Scotia, the provinces 
of New Hampfhire, and Maflachufetts Bay, 
of Rhode Ifland, Connefticut, New York, New 
Jerfey, Pennfylvania, the Delaware counties, Vir- 
ginia, Maryland, the two Carolina^ and Geor- 
gia, befides the Floridas,and an unbounded txz& 
of wildernefs not yet explored. Thefe feveral 
provinces had been always governed by their 
own diftincl legiflatures. It is true there was 
fome variety in their religious opinions, but a 
ftriking fimihrity in their political inftitutions, 
except in the proprietary governments. At the 
fame time the colonies, afterwards the thirteen 
Skates, were equally marked with that manly 
fpirit of freedom, charaderiftic of Americans 
from New Hampfhire to Georgia. 

Aroufed by the lame injuries from the parent 
ftate, threatened in the fame manner by the 
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common enemies to the rights of fodety among ^^"^"^ 
themfehres, their petitions to the throne had 1757. 
been fuppreffed without even a reading, their 
remonftrances were ridiculed and their fuppli- 
caticms rejefted* They determined no longer to 
fubmit. All flood ready to unite in the fame 
meafures to obtain that redrefs of grievances 
they hadfo long requefled,and that relief from 
burdens they had fo long complained of, to fo 
little purpofe. Yet there was no bond of con* 
nexion by which a fimilarity of fentiment and 
concord in aftion might appear, whether they 
were again difpofed to revert to the hitherto 
fhiitleis mode of petition and remonflrance, or 
to leave that humiliating path for a line of con* 
du A more cogent and influeatial in the contefl$ 
of nations. 



A circular letter dated February the elev- 
enth, one thoufand feven hundred and fixty- 
eight, by the legiflature of Maflachufetts, di- 
refted to the reprefentatives and burgeflfes of 
the people through the continent, was a meat 
ure well calculated for this falutary purpofe.* 
Tliis letter painted in the flrongefl colors the 
difficulties they apprehended, the embarrafE- 
ments they felt, and the fleps already taken to 
obtain reUef. It contained the full opinion of 
that aflembly relative to the late afts of parlia^ 
ment j while at the fame time they expatiated 

* See Appendix, Note, No. VL 



1768. 
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"""'•"• on their duty and attachment to the king, and 
1768. detailed in terms of refpeft the reprefentations 
that had been made to his minifters, they ex- 
preffed the boldeft determination to continue a 
free but a loyal people. Indeed there were 
few, if any, who indulged an idea of a final fep- 
aration from Britain at fo early a period ; or 
that even wiflied for more than an equal parti- 
cipation of the privileges of the Britilh confti- 
tution. 

Independence was a plant of a later growth. 
Though the foil might be congenial, and the 
boundaries of nature pointed out the event, 
yet every one chofe to view it at a diftance, 
rather than wiflied to witnefs the convulfions 
that fuch a difmemberment of the empire muil; 
neceflarily occafion« 

After the circulation of this alarming letter,* 
wherever any of the govemorshadpermitted the 
legiflative bodies tomeet,an anfwer was returned 
by the aflemblies replete with encomiums on the 
, exertion and the zeal of the Maflachufetts* They 
obferved that the fpirit that diftated that let- 
ter was but a tranfcript of their own feelings ; 
and that though equally impreffed with every 
fentiment of refpeft to the prince on the throne 
of Britain, and feeling the flxongefl: attachment 
to the houfe of Hanover, they could not but 

* Set Appendix, Note, No. VII. 
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CHAP.&L 



rejeft with difdain the late meafures, fo repug< 
nant to the dignity of the crown and the true j^gg^ 
intereft of the realm ; and that at every hazard 
diey were determined to refill all afts of parlia- 
ment for the injurious purpofe of raifing a rev- 
enue in America. They alfd added, that they 
had refpeftively oflfered the moft humble fuppli- 
cations to the king ; that they had remon- 
ftrated to both houfes of parliament, and had 
direfted their agents at the Britifh court to 
leave no eflfort untried to obtain relief, without 
being compelled to what might be deemed by 
royalty an illegal mode of oppofition. 

In confequence of the ^irited proceedings of 
the houfe of reprefentatives, the general afiem- 
bly of Maflachufetts was diffolved, nor were 
they fuffered to meet again until a new eledion. • 
Thefe tranfaftions were carefully tranfmitted to 
adminiftration by feveral of the plantation gov- 
ernors, and particularly Mr. Bernard, with in- 
flammatory obfervations of his own, interlarded 
with the moft illiberal abufe of the principal 
leaders of the late meafures in the affembly of 
Maflachufetts. 

Their charter, which ftill provided for the 
eledion of the legiflature, obliged the gover- 
nor to fummon a new aflembly to m#et May 
the rwrenty.fourth, one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and fixty-eight. The firft communication 
laid before the houfe by the governor contain«> 
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ed a haughty requifition from the Britilh min- 
175S. ifter of ftate, direding in his majefty's name 
that the prefent houfe Ihould immediately r^- 
/cind the refolutions of a former one, which 
had produced the celebrated circular letter. 
Governor Bernard alfo intimated, that it was 
his majeft/s pleafure, that on a non-com- 
pliance with this extraordinary mandate, the 
prefent affembly fhould be diffolved without 
delay. 

What heightened the refentment to the 
manner of this Angular order, figned by lord 
Hillfborough, fecretary of ftate for the Ameri- 
can department, was, that he therein intimated 
to the governor that he need not fear the 
moft unqualified obedience on his part to the high 
meafures of adminiftration, affuring him that it 
would not operate to his difadvaiitage, as care 
would be taken in future to provide for his 
intereft, and to fupport the dignity ,of gov* 
ernment, without the interpofitions or exift- 
ence of a provincial legiflature. 

Thefe meflages were received by the repre* 
Tentative body with a fteadinefs and refolution 
becoming the defenders of the rights of a free 
people. After appointing a committee to con- 
fider arid prepare an anfwer to them, they pro- 
ceeded with great coolnefs to the ufual buiine(s 
of the feffion, without further notice of ivhat 
had pafled. 
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'Within a day or two, they received a fecond ^"^"^ 
meffage from the governor, purporting that he nes. 
expefted an immediate and an explicit anfwer 
to the authoritative requifition ; and that if 
they longer poftponed their refblutions, he 
fliould confider their delay as an " oppugnation 
^to bis majejlfs authority^ and a negative to 
**the command, by an expiring faftion." 
On this, the houfe defired time to confult 
their coi^tuents on fuch an extraordinary 
queftion. This being peremptorily and pet- 
ulantly refufed, the houfe ordered the board 
of council to be informed, that tHey were en- 
tering on a debate of importance, that they 
ihould give them notice when it was over, and 
djreiS^d the door-keeper to call no member out, 
on any pretence whatever. 

The committee appointed to anfwer the gov- 
ernor's feveral mel&ges, were gentlemen of 
' known attachment to the caufe of their country, 
who on every occafion had rejefted all fervile 
compliances with minifterial requifitions. They 
were not long on the bufinefs. When they re- 
turned to the houfe, the galleries were imme- 
diately cleared, and they reported an anfwer, 
bold and determined, yet decent and loyal. In 
the courfe of their reply, they obferved that it 
was not an " expiring fa^ioriy^ that the governor 
had charged with '* oppugnation to hi^majejiy^s 
" autboriiy^^ that it was the beft blood of the 
colony who oppofed the minifterial meafur^s, 

VOL.. I. H 
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c"^^"^ men of reputadon, fortune and rank, equal to 

|.ygg^ any who enjoyed the {miles pf government ; 

that their exertions were from a confcious fenfe 

of duty to their God, to their king, to their 

country, and to pofterity.* 

This committee at the fame time reported a 
very fpirited letter to lord HilHborough, which 
they had prepared to lay before the houfe. In 
' this they remonftrated on the injuftice as well 

as abfurdity of a requifition, when a compliance 
was imprafticable, even had they the inclination 
to refcind the doings of a former houfe. This 
letter was approved by the houfe, and on a di- 
vifion on the queftion of refdnding the vote of 
a former affembly, it was negatived by a major- 
ity of ninety-two to feventeen. 

The fame committee was immediately nomi- 
nated to prepare a petition to the king to remove 
Mr. Bernard from the government of Maffachu- 
fetts. They drew up a petition for this purpofe 
without leaving the houfe, and immediately re- 
ported it. They alleged a long lift of accufations 
againft the governor, and requefted his majefty 
that one more worthy to reprefentfo^^/z/and 
goodd, king J might be fent to prefide in the prov- 
ince. Thus impeached by the houfe, the fame 

* The principal members of this committee, ^ere Major 
Jofeph Hawley, of Northampton, James Otis, Efq, of Bof- 
ton, Samuel Adams, James Warren, of PlTmouth, John 
Hancock, and Thomas Cufhing, £fqrs« 
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minority that had appeared ready to refdnd the ^^^^ 
circular letter, declared themfelves againft the 1759^ 
impeachment of governor Bernard.* Their 
fervility was marked with peculiar odium : they 
were ftigmatized by the appellation of the 
infamous feventeen^ until their names were loft 
in a fucceffion of great events and more impor- 
tant charaders. 

When the doors x)f the houfe were opened, 
the fecretary who had been long in waiting for 
admifllon, informed the houfe that the governor 
was in the chair, and defired their attendance 
in the council chamber. They complied without 
hefitation, but were received in a moft ungra- 
cious manner. With much ill humor the gov- 
ernor reprimanded them in the language of an 
angry pedagogue, inftead of the manner becom- 
ing the firft magiftrate when addrefling the 
reprefentatives of a free people : he conduded 
his harangue by proroguing the affembly, 
which within a few days he diffolved by procla- 
mation. 

In the mean time by warm and virulent let- 
ters from this indifcreet governor ; by others 
full of inveftive from the commiffioners of the 
cuftoms, and by xhefecret influence of fome, who 
yet concealed themfelves within the vizard of 
moderation, " who held the language of patriot- 
** ifkn, but trod in the footfteps of tyranny/* 

* Jpurnak of the houfe. 
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^^^•"^ leave was obtained from adminiftratlon to apply 
1768. ^o ^^ commander in chief of the king's troops, 
then at New York, to fend feveral regiments, 
to Bofton, as a neceffary aid to civil government, 
which they reprefented as too weak to fupprefs 
the diforders of the times. It was urged that 
tliis ftep was abfolutely neceflary, to enable the 
officers of the crown to carry into execution the 

* laws of the fupreme legiflature. 

A new pretext had been receatly given to 
the malignant party, to urge with a fliew of 
plaufibility, the immediate neceffity of the mili- 
tary arm, to quell the riotous proceedings of 
the town of Bofton, to ftrengthen the hands of 
government, and reftore order and tranquillity 
to the province. The feizure of a veffel belong- 
ing to a popular gentleman,* under fufpicion of 
a breach of the afts of trade, raifed a fudden 
refentment among the citizens of Bofton. The 
conduft of the owner was indeed reprehenfible, 
in permitting a part of the cargo to be unladen 
in a clandeftine manner ; but the mode of the 
feizure appeared like a defign to raife a fudden 
ferment, that might be improved to corroborate 
the arguments for the neceffity of flanding 
tjroops to be ftationed within the town. 

On a certain fignal, a number of boats, man- 
ned and armed, rowed up to the wharf, cut the 

♦Johji Hancock* Efq. afterwards governor of the 
Mailachuietts. 



Digitized by 



Google 



TH£ AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 61 

fa&s of the fufpeflbed veffel, carried her o£F, and ^^''•"'- 
placed her under the ftern of a fliip of war, as 17^8, 
if ajq)reheniive of a refcue. This was executed 
in the edge of the erening, when apprentices 
and the younger dafles were ufually in the 
ftreets. It had what ^^^ras thought to be the 
defired effeA; the inconfiderate rabble, unap- 
prehenfive of the fhare^ and thoughtlefs of con- 
fequences, pelted fome of the cuftom-houfe 
officers with brick-bats, broke their windows, 
drew one of their boats before the door of the 
gentlefoan they thought injured, and fet it on 
fire ; after which they difperfed without fur-r- 
ther mifchief. 

This trivial difturbance was exaggerated un» ' 
til it wore the complexion of a riot of the firft 
magnitude. By the iiuQnuations of the party^ 
and their malignant condud, it was not fbrange 
that in England it was coniidered as a London 
mob collected in the ftreets of Bofton, with fome 
formidable defperado at their head. After this 
fracasj the cuftom-houfe officers repaired imme- 
diately to Caftle William, as did the board of 
commiilioners. This fortreis was about a league 
from the town. From thence they expreffed 
their apprehenfions of perfonal danger, in ftroQg 
language. Frefti applications were made to 
general Gage, to haften on his forces from 
New York, affuring him that the lives of th^ 
officers of the crojvn were, infecure, unleis 
placed beyond the reach of popular refentment. 
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^^^^ by an immediate military aid. In confequence 

1768. ^^ the[e reprefentations, feveral detachments 

from Halifax, and two regiments lately from 

Ireland, were direfted to repair to Bofton, with 

all poffible difpatch. 

The experience of all ages, and the obferva- 
tions both of the hiftorian and the philofopher 
agree, that a ftanding army is the moft ready 
engine in the hand of defpotiim, to debafe the 
powers of the human mind, and eradicate the 
momly fpirit of freedom. The people have cer- 
tainly every thing to fear from a government, 
when the fprings of its authority are fortified 
only by a ftanding military force. Wherever 
an army is eftablilhed, it introduces a revolu- 
tion in manners, corrupts the morals, propa- 
gates every fpecies of vice, and degrades the 
human charader. Threatened with the imme- 
diate introduftion of this dread calamity, de- 
prived by the diflblution of their legiflature of 
all power to make any legal oppofition ; neg- 
leded by their fovereign, and infulted by the 
governor he had fet over them, much the 
largeft part of the community was convin- 
ced, that they had no refource but in the 
ftrength of their virtues, the energy of their 
refolutions, and the juftice of their caufe. 

In this ftate of general apprehenfion, confu- 
fion, and fufpenfe, the inhabitants of Bofton 
again requefted governor Bernard to convoke 
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an aflembly, and fuffer the reprefentatives of ^^'"^ 
die whole people to confult and advife at this 17^9^ 
critical conjundure. He rejeded this applica* 
tion with an air of inf\ilt, and no time v^ to 
be loft. Letters were infiantly forwarded from 
the capital, requefiing a delegation of fuitable 
perfons to meet in convention irom every 
town in the province before the arrival of the 
troops, and if poffible to take fome fieps to 
prevent the fatal effeds of thefe dangerous and 
unprecedented meafures. 

The whole country felt themfelves interefted, 
and readily complied with the propofal. The 
moft relpedable perfons' from an hundred and 
ninety-fix towns were chofen delegates to af- 
femble at Bofton, on. the twenty-fecond of Sep- 
tember. They accordingly met at that time 
and place ; as foon as they were convened, the 
governor fent them an angry meflage, admon* 
ifhing'them immediately to difperfe, affuring 
them ** the king was determined to maintain 
"his entire fovereignty over the province,— 
" that their prefent meeting might be in confe- 
** quence of their ignorance, — ^but that if after 
*• this admonition, they continued their ufurpa* 
** HoHy they might tepent their temerity, as he . 
•* was determined to affert the authority of the 
"crown in a more public manner, if they con- 
" tinned to difregard this authoritative warn- 
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""^''•"'' . He however found he had not men td deal 
1768. with, either ignorant of law, regardlefs of its 
fanAions, or terrified by the frowns of power* 
The convention made him a fpirited but decent 
anfwer, containing the reafons of their aflem-i 
bling, and the line of conduft they were deters 
mined to purfue in fpite of every menace; 
The governbr refufed to receive their reply ; he 
urged the illegality of the aflembly, and made 
ufe of every fubterfuge to interrupt their pro* 
ceedings. 

Their fituation was indeed truly delicate, as 
well as dangerous. The convention was a 
body not known in the conftitution of their 
government, and in the ftrift fenfe of law 
it might be ftyled a treafonaMe meeting. They 
ftill profeffed fealty to the crown of Brit^un ; 
and though the principle had been fhaken by 
injuries, that might have juftified a more fud- 
den renunciation of loydty, yet their's Was 
eheriflied by a degree of religious fcniple, 
amidft every fpecies of iilfult. Thus while 
they wiflied to fupport this temper, and to 
cheriih their former afFeftion, they felt with 
poignancy the invafion of their rights, and 
hourly expefted the arrival of an armed force, 
to back the threatenings of their firft magif- 
trate. 

Great prudence and moderation however 
marked the tranfaftions of an affembly of men 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 65 

thus drcumflanced ; they could in their ptef- ^"^- "*• 
ent fituation only recapitulate their fuflferings, 1768. 
felt and feared. This they did in a pointed 
and nervous ftyle, in a letter addreffed to 
Mr. De Berdt,* the agent of the province, re* 
fiding in London. They ftated the circum- 
ftances that occafioned their meeting, and a full 
detail of their proceedings. They inclofed him 
a petition to the king, and ordered their agent 
to deliver it with his own hand. The convention 
then feparated, and returned to their refpeftive 
towns,where they impreffed on their conftituents 
the fame perfeverance, forbearance and magna- 
nimity that had marked their own refolutions. • 

Within a few days after their feparation, the 
troops arrived from Halifax. This was indeed 
a painful era. The American war may be 
dated from the hoftile parade of this day ; a 
day which marks with infamy the councils of 
Britain. At this period, the inhabitants of the 
colonies almoft univerfally breathed an unfha- 
ken loyalty to the king of England, and the 
ftrongeft attachment to a country whence they 
derived their origin. Thus was the afioniih- 
ment of the whole province excited, when to 
the grief and confternation of the town of Bof- 
ton feveral regiments were landed, and march- 
ed fword in hand through the principal ftreets 
of their city, then in profound peace. 

• See letter to Mr. Dc Berdt, in the journals of the ^ 

houfe. 

VOL. I. I 
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^^^'"' The difembarkation of the king's troops, 

1768. which took place on the firft of Oftober, one 
thoufand feven hundred and fixty-eight, was 
viewed by a vaft crowd of fpeftators, who be- 
held the folemn prelude to devaftation and 
bloodflied with a kind of fullen filence, that de- 
noted the deepeft refentment. Yet whatever 
might be the feelings of the citizens, not one 
among the gazing multitude difcovered any 
difpofition to refift by arms the power and au- 
thority of the king of Great Britain. This ap- 
pearance of decent fubmiffion and order was 
very unexpefted to fome, whofe guilty fears 
had led them to expeft a violent and tumultu- 
ous refiftance to the landing of a large body of 
armed foldiers in the town. The peaceable de- 
meanor of the people was conftrued, by the 
party who had brought this evil on the city, as 
a mark of abjed fubmiffion. 

As they fuppofed from the prefent acquieC- 
cent deportment, that the fpirit of the inhabit- 
ants was totally fubdued on the firft appearance 
of military power, they confequently rofe in 
their demands. General Gage arrived from 
New York foon after the king's troops reached 
Bofton. With the aid of the governor, the 
chief juftice of the province, and the fheriflf of 
the county of SuflFolk, he forced quarters for 
his foldiers in all the unoccupied houfes in the 
town. The council convened on this occafion 
oj^ofed the meafure j but to fuch a height 
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was the infolence of power puflied, by their ^"^^ '" 
paffionate, vindiftive and wrong-headed gov- n^^^ 
ernor, that in fpite of the remonftrances of fev- 
eral magiftrates, and the importunities of the 
people, he fuflFered the ftate houfe, where the 
archives of the province were depofited, to be 
improved as barracks for the king's troops^ 
Thus the members of council, the magiftrates 
of the town and the courts of juftice were 
daily interrupted, and frequently challenged in 
their way to their feveral departments in bufi- 
nels, by military centinels potted at the doors. 

A ftanding army thus placed in their capital, 
their commerce fettered, their characters tra- 
duced, their reprefentative body prevented 
meeting, the united petitions of aJl ranks that 
they might be convened at this critical conjunc- 
ture rejeAed by the governor ; and ftill threat- 
ened with a further augmentation of troops to 
enforce meafures in every view repugnant to 
the principles of the Britifh conftitution ; little 
hope remained of a peaceful accommodation. 

The moft rational arguments had been urged 
by the legiflative affemblies, by corporate bod- 
ies, affodations, and individual characters of 
eminence, to ihake the arbitrary fyftem that 
augured evils to both countries. But their ad- 
drefles were difdainfuUy rejected ; the king and 
the court of Great Britain appeared equally 
deaf to the cry of millions, who only afked a 
reftoration of their rights. At the fame time 
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*^"^^ '"• every worthlefs incendiary, who, taking advan- 

1768. ^^S^ ^^ thefe miferable times, croffed the Atlan-. 

tic with a tale of accufation againft his country, 

was liftened to with attention, and rewarded 

with fome token of royal favor. 

In this fituation, no remedy appeared to be 
left ftiort of an appeal to the fword, unlefs an 
entire fufpenfion of that commercial intercourfe, 
which had contributed fo much to the glory 
and grandeur of Britain, could be eflfefted 
throughout the colonies. As all the American 
continent was involved in one common danger, 
it was not found difficult to obtain a general 
combination againft all further importations 
from England, a few articles only excepted. 
The mercantile body through all the provinces 
entered into folemn engagements, and* plighted 
their faith and honor to each other, and to 
their country, that no orders Ihould be for- 
warded by them for Britifh or India goods 
within a limited term, except for certain fpeci* 
fied articles of neceflary ufe. Thefe engage- 
ments originated in Bofton, and were for a 
time ftriftly adhered to through all the colo- 
nies. Great encouragement was given to 
American manufachires, and if pride of apparel 
wiis at all indulged, it was in wearing the ftufFs 
fabricated in their own looms. Harmony and 
union, prudence and economy, induftry and 
virtue, were inculcated in their publications, 
and enforced by the example of the moft rQ- 
fpcclable characters, 
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In confequence of thefe determinations, the ^"^'^'"' 
clamors of the Britifh manufafturers arofe to tu- I'jes. 
mult in many parts of the kingdom ; but no ar- 
tifice was neglefted to quiet the trading part of 
the nation. There were fome Americans, who 
by letters encouraged adminiftration to perfe- 
vere in their meafures relative to the colonies, 
affuring them in the ftrongeft terms, that the 
interruption of commerce was but a tempo- 
rary ftruggle, or rather an effort of defpair. 
No one in the country urged his opinion with 
more indifcreet zeal than Andrew Oliver, Efq. 
then fecretary in the Maflachufetts. He fug- 
gefted, " that government fliould ftipulate with 
** the merchants in England to purchafe large 
" quantities of goods proper for the American 
" market ; agreeing beforehand to allow them 
** a premium equal to the advance of their 
" ftock in trade, if the price of their goods was 
" not fufficiently enhanced by a tenfold demand 
^* in future, even though the goods might lay 
" on hand, till this temporary ftagnation of 
" bufinefs fliould ceafe.** He concluded his po- 
litical rhapfody with this inhuman boaft to his 
correfpogdent ;* " By^fuch a Jiep the game will 
♦^ be up with my countrymen.^* 

The prediction on both fides the Atlantic, 
that this combination, which depended wholly 

♦ See the original letters of Mn Oliver to Mr. Whately 
and others, which were afterwards publiftied in a pam- 
phlet 5 alfo, in the Britilh Remembrancer, 1773. 
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^^^•"^ on the commercial part of the community, 
1768. could not be of long duration, proved indeed 
too true. A regard to private intereft ever op- 
erates more forcibly on the bulk of mankind 
than the ties of honor, or the principles of pat- 
riotifm ; and when the btter are incompatible 
with the former, the balance feldom hangs long 
in equilibrio. Thus it is not uncommon to fee 
virtue, liberty, love of country, and regard to 
charafter, facrificed at the flirine of wealth. 



1769. 



The winter following this falutary combina- 
tion, a partial repeal of the aft impofing duties on 
certain articles of Britifli manufaft^re took place. 
On this it immediately appeared that fome in 
New York had previoufly given conditional or- 
ders to their correfpondents, that if the meaf- 
ures of parliament ftiould in any degree be re- 
laxed, that without farther application they 
{hould furnifti them with large quantities of 
goods. Several in the other colonies had difl 
covered as much avidity for an early importa- 
tion as the Yorkers. They had given fimilar 
orders, and both received larger fupplies than 
ufual, of Britifh merchandize, early in the 
fpring one thoufand feven hundred and fixty* 
nine. The people of courfe confidered the 
agreement nullified by the conduft of the mer- 
chants, and the intercourfe with England for a 
time went on as ufual, without any check* 
Thus, by breaking through the agreement with* 
in the limited time of reftriftion, a meafure wa& 
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defeated, which, had it been religioufly ob- ^^^"^ 
ferved, might have prevented the tragical con- ne9. 
fequences which enfued. 

After this event, a feries of altercation and 
abufe, of recrimination and fufpenfe, was kept 
up on both fides the Atlantic, without much 
appearance of lenity on the one fide, or dedfion 
on the other. There appeared little difpofition 
in parliament to relax the reins of government, 
and lefs in the Americans to yield implicit 
obedience. But whether from an opinion 
that they had taken the lead in oppofition, or 
whether from their having a greater propor- 
tion of Britifli fycophants among themfelves, 
whofe artful infinuations operated againft their 
country, or from other concurring circumftan- 
ces, the Maflachufetts was fl:ill the principal 
butt of minifterial refentment. It is therefore 
neceffary yet to continue a more particular de- 
tail of the fituation of that province. 

As their charter was not yet annihilated, gov- 
ernor Bernard found himfelf under a neceflity, 
as the period of annual ele<9ion approached, to 
ifliie writs to convene a general affembly. Ac- 
cordingly a new houfe of reprefentatives met 
at Bofton as ufual on the thirty-firft of May, 
one thoufand feven hundred and jlixty-nine. 
They immediately petitioned the governor to 
remove the military parade that furrounded the 
flate-houfe, urging, that fuch a hoftile aj^ear- 
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"^'"' ance might over-awe their proceedings, and 
1769. prevent the freedom of eleftion and debate. 

A unanimous refolve pafled, "that it was 
*' the opinion of the houfe, that placing an arm- 
*' ed force in the metropolis while the general 
*'affembly is there convened, is a breach of 
** privilege, and totally inconfiftent with the 
*^ dignity and freedom with which they ought 
*' to deliberate and determine ;'*— adding, " that 
** they meant ever to fupport their conftitution- 
*' al rights, that they fliould never voluntarily 
** recede from their juft claims, contained both 
** in the letter and fpirit of the conftitution." 

After feveral meffages both from the council 
and houfe of reprefentatives, the governor, ever 
obftinate in error, declared he had no au- 
thority over the king's troops, nor fliould he 
ufe any influence to have them removed.* 
Thus by exprefs acknowledgment of the firft 
magifl:rate, it appeared that the military was fet 
fo far above the civil authority, that the laft 
was totally unable to check the wanton exer- 
cife of this newly eftabliftied power in the prov- 
ince. But the affembly peremptorily deter- 
mined to do no bufinefs while thus infulted by 
the planting of cannon at the doors of the ftate- 
houfe, and interrupted in their folemn deliber- 
ations by the noify evolutions of military difci- 
pline. 

* Journals of the houfe, one thoufand feven hundred 
and fixty-nine. 
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Hie royal charter required that they fliould c"^- ^ ^ 
J>roceed to the choice of a fpeaker, and the elec- neg^ 
tion of a council, the firft day of the meeting of 
the affembly. They had conformed to this as 
ufual, but protefted againft its being confidered 
as i precedient on any future emergency. Thus 
amidft the warmeft expreffions of refentment 
from all dafles, for the indignity oflFered a free 
people by this haughty treatment to their legif* 
lature, the governor fuffered them to fit feveral 
weeks without doing bufinels ; and at laft 
compelled them to give way to an armed force, 
by adjourning the general affembly to Cam* 
bridge* 

The internal ftate of the province required 
the attention of the houfe at this critical exi^ 
gence of affairsi They therefore on their firft 
meeting at Cambridge, refolved, " That it was 
** their opinion that the Britifh conftitution ad- 
** mits no armed force within the realm, but 
** for the purpofe of offenfive or defenfive war. 
*' That placing troops in the colony in the midft 
^ of profound peace Was a breach of privilege, 
** an infradlion on the natural rights of the peo- 
** pie, and manifeftly fubverfive of that happy 
** form of government they had hitherto enjoy- 
*' cd* That the honor, dignity, and fervice 
** of the fovereign fliould be attended to by 
** that affembly, fo far a^ was confiftent with 
** the juft rights of the people, their owli dignU 
^ ty, and the freedom of debate { but that pro^ 
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^^ ceeding to bufinefi while an armed force was 
•* quartered in the province, was not a derelic- 
*• tion of the privileges legally claimed by the 
*^ colony, but from neceffity, and that no undue 
^^ advantage Ihould be taken from their com- 
*• pliance/' 

After this, they had not time to do any other 
bufinefs, before two meffages of a very extraor- 
dinary nature, in their opinion, were laid before 
them.* The firft was an order under the fign- 
raanual of the king, that Mr* Bernard Ihould 
repair to England to lay the ftate of the prov- 
ince before him. To this meffage was tacked a 
requeft from the governor, that as he attend- 
ed his majefty*s pleafure as commander in chief 
of the province, his falary might be continued, 
though abfent. The fubftance of the other 
meffage was an account of general Gage's ex-» 
penditures in quartering his troops in the town 
of Bofton ; accompanied by an unqualified de- 
mand for the eftahlifhment of funds for the dis- 
charge thereof. The governor added, that he 
was requefted by general Gage to make requi- 
fition for future provifion for qxiartering hi* 
troops within the town. 

The fubfequent refolves of the houfe on 
thefe meflages were conformable to the ufual 
fpirit of that affembly. They warmly ceniured 

^Journals of the firft feffion at Cambridge. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 7S 



hoA gOTernor Bernard and general Gage for 
wantonly afting againft the conftitution } char* 
ged them with making falfe and injurious rep-* 
refentations s^nft his majefty's £uthful fub- 
jeAs^ and difcovering on all occafions a moft in« 
imical difpoiition towards the colonies. They 
obferved that general Gage had rafhlyand imper- 
tinently intermeddled with a£urs altogether out 
of his line^ and that he had betrayed a degree 
of ignorance equal to his malice, when he pre* 
fimied to touch on the civil police of the prov- 
ince. They complained heavily of the arbitrary 
defigns of government, the introduftion of a 
fianding army, and the encroachments on civil 
liberty j and concluded with a declaration re- 
plete with fentiments Of men confcious of 
their own freedom and integrity, and deeply 
afieded M{|th the injuries offered their country. 
They obferved, that to the utmoft of their pow- 
er they {hould vindicate the rights of human 
nature and the privileges of Englifhmen, and . 
explidtly declared that duty to, their conftitu- 
ents forbade a compliance with either of thefe 
meflages^ This clear, decided anfwer being 
delivered, the governor fummoned the houfe 
to attend, and after a Ihort, angry, and threat- 
ening fpeech, he prorogued the affembly to 
January, one thoufand feven hundred and 
feventy* 

Governor Bernard immediately embarked 
for ISggiopej from whence he never more re- 
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oup.in. turned to a country, he had, by his arbitrary 
^^^g difpofition and indifcreet conduft, inflamed tq 
a degree, that required both judgment and prut 
dence to cool, perhaps beyond the abilities, and 
certainly incompatible with the views, of the 
adminiftration in being. 

The province had little reafon to fuppofe^, 
that confiderations of the intereft of the people 
had any part in the recal or detention of thi^ 
mifchievous emiflary. IBs reception at court, 
the fummary proceedings with regard to his 
impeachment and trial, and the charader of 
the man appointed to fucceed him, ftrongly 
counteraftejd fucb a flattering opinion. Not- 
withftanding the high charges that had been 
alleged againft governor Bernard, he was ac- 
quitted by the king and council, without allow- 
ing time to the aflembly to fupport their accu- 
fations, honored with a title, and rewarded 
with a penfion of one thoufimd pounds fterling 
per annum on the Irifli eftablifhment. 

Governor Bernard had reafon to be perfeftly 
iatisfied with the fuccefs of his appointment to 
the government of Maflachufetts, as it related 
to his perfonal intereft. His conduft there 
procured him the fmiles of the Britifli courts 
an honorary title, and a penfion for life. Be- 
fides this, the legiflature of that province had 
in the early part of his adminiftration, in a mOr 
ment pf complacency, or perhaps from digefted. 
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i 

pofiqr, with a hope of bribing him to his duty cHAF.m. i 

gndfiimulatinghimtQdefend th^irinvadedrights, " 

made him a grant of a very large traft of land, 

the whole of the ifland of Mount Defert, This 

was afterwards reclaimed by a Madame Gre-* 

goire, in right of her anceftors, who had ob^ 

tained a patent of fome part of that country 

in the early days of European emigratioiu 

But as governor Bernard's property in Amer* 

ica had never been confifcated, the general af- 

fembly of Maflachufetts afterwards granted to 

his fon. Sir John Bernard, who ftiU poflefles 

this territory, two townfhips of Und neju: the 

river Kennebeck, in lieu of the valuable ifle 

fecoy^ed by Madame Gregoire, 
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*'^*»- CHAFFER tV. 

Charaatt 6f Mr. Hutchinfom-^Appoiiited Ob^tM^t 6f 
Maflachufetts. — ^The attempted AiTaffinationof Mr.Otii* 
^-Trahfaaions on the fifth of March, one thoufknd 
ieven hundred and feventy— Arrival of the Eaft India 
Company's Tea-Ships.— Eftabliftiment of Committees of 
Correfpondence.— The Right of Parliamentary Taxation 
1? tthout Reprefentation urged by Mr. Hutchinfoft.—- Ar- 
titles of Impeachment refolved on in the Houfe of R6» 
l^refentatives againd GoTemor Hutchinfon and LieU« 
tenant Oovemor 01iver.-«Chief Juftice of the Province 
impeached. — Bofton Port-BilL — Covernor Hutchinfoa 
leatfes the Pixjvince. 

It is ever painful to a citidid mind to exhibit 
the deformed features of its own fpedes ; yet 
truth requires a juft portrait of the public de* 
Unquent, though he may poflefs fuch a fhare of 
private virtue as would lead us to efteem the 
man in his domeftic charafter, while we deteft 
his political, and execrate his public tranfac*^ 
tions. 

The barriers of the Britifli confUtution brok-t 
en over, and the miniftry encouraged by their 
fovereign, to purfue the iniquitous fyftem a- 
gainft the colonies to the moft alarming ex- 
tremities, they probably judged it a prudent 
expedient, in order to curb the refraftory fpil 
rit of the Maffachufetts, perhaps bolder in fen- 
timent and earlier in oppofition than fome of 
the other colonies, to appoint a man to prefide 
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over them Who had renounced the qu^khm eHAr.ir. 
ideas of public virtue, and facrificed all princU iiaq^ 
pie of that nature on the altar of ambition. 

Soon after the recal of Mr. Bernard, Tho* 
mas Hutchinfon, £fq. a native of Bofton, was 
appointed to the government of Mafiachufetts. 
AQ who' yet remember his pernicious adminif- 
tration and the fatal confequences that enfued, 
agree, that few ages have produced a more 
fit inftrument for the purpofes of a corrupt 
court. He was dark, intriguing, infinuating, 
haughty and ambitious, while the extreme of 
avarice marked each feature of his charafter. 
His abilities were little elevated above the 
Hae of mediocrity ; yet by dint of induftry, 
exaft temperance, and indefatigable labor, 
be became matter of the accomplifhments 
necefiary to acquire popular fame. Though 
bred a merchant, he had looked into the 
origin and the principles of the Britifh con-^ 
ftitution, and made himfelf acquainted with 
the feveral forms of government eftablifhed in 
the colonies ; he had acquired fome knowle<^ 
of the common law of England, diligently ftu* 
(fed the intricacies of Macbiavelian policy, 
and never failed to recommend the Italian ma£» 
ter as a model to his adherents. 

Raifed and diftinguifhed by every honor the 
people could beftow, he fupported for feveral 
years the reputation of integrity, and generally 
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CHAP. pr. dedded with eqiiity in his judicial capacity ;* 
^^ and by the appearance of a tenacious regard to 

the religious inftitutions of his country, he 
courted the public eclat with the moft profound 
diflimulation, while he engaged the afFeftions 
of the lower daffes by an amiable civility and 
condefcenfion, without departing from a certain 
gravity of deportment miftaken by the vulgar 
for/andity. 

The inhabitants of the Maffachufetts were 
the lineal defcendants of the puritans^ who 
had ftruggled in England for liberty as early as 
the reign of Edward the fixth ; and though ob- 
fcured in the fubfequent bloody perfecutions, 
even Mr* Hume has acknowledged that to 
them England is indebted for the liberty flie 
enjoys.! Attached to the religious forms of 
their anceftors, equally difgufted with the hie- 
rarchy of the church of England, and prejudiced 
by the feverities their fathers had experienced 
before their emigration, they had, both by edu- 
cation and prindpl6, been always led to con- 
fider the religious as well as the political cha- 
rafters of thofe they deputed to the higheft 
truft. Thus a profeflion of their own reli- 
gious mode of worfliip, and fometimes a tinc- 
ture of fuperftition, was with many a higher 
recommendation than brilliant talents* This 

• Judge of probate for the county of Suffolk, and 
chief juftice of the fupreme court* 

t^ Hume*s Hiftory of England. 
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accounts in fome meafure for the unlimited chamv. 
confidence long placed in the fpecious accom- 
pliihments of Mr. Hutchinfon, whofe charader 
was not thoroughly inveftigated until fome 
time after governor Bernard left the province. 

But it was known at St. James's, that in pro- 
portion as Mr. Hutchinfon gained the confi- 
dence of adminiftration, he loft the efteem of 
the beft of his countrymen ; for this reafon, 
his advancement to the chair of government 
w^ for a time poftponed or concealed, left the 
people fhould confider themfelves infulted by 
fuch an appointment, and become too fuddenly 
irritated. Appearances had for feveral years 
been ftrong againft him, though it was not 
then fully known that he had feized the op- 
portunity to undermine the happinels of the 
people^ while he had their fuUeft confidence, 
and to barter the liberties of his country by the 
moft fhamelefe duplicity. This was foon after 
difplayed beyond all contradiftion, by the re- 
covery of fundry letters to adminiftration un- 
der his fignature. 

Mr. Hutchinfon was one of the firft in Amer- 
ica who felt the full weight of popular refent- 
ment. His furniture was deftroyed, and his 
houfe levelled to the ground, in the tumults 
occafioned by the news of the ftamp-a6):. Am- 
ple compenfation was indeed afterwards made 

VOL. I. L 
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'^''^' him for the lofs of prt^rty, but the ftrong 
1770. prejudices ag^dnft his political charadef were 
never eradicated* 

All pretences to moderatioil on the part of 
the Britifh government now laid afide, the full 
appointment of Mr. Hutchinfon to the govern^ 
ment of the Maflachufetts was publickly announ- 
ced at the clofe of the year one thou^md feven 
hundred and fixty-nine* On his promotion the 
new governor uniformly obferved a more high'- 
handed and haughty tone than his predeceflbr. 
He immediately, by an explicit declaration, 
avowed his independence on the people, and 
informed the legillative that his majefty had 
made ample provifion for his fupport without 
their aid or fu£Brages. The vigilant guardians 
of the rights of the people dire6Uy called upon 
him to relinquifli the unconftitutional fUpend^ 
and to accept the free grants of the general afTem- 
Wy for his fubfiftence, as ufually pradifed. He 
replied that an acceptance of this offer would be 
a breach of his inftrudions from the king. This 
was his conftant apology for every arbitrary 
ftep- 

Secure of the favof of his fovereign, and 
now regardlefs of the popularity he had formerly 
courted with fuch avidity, he decidedly rejefted 
the idea of refponfibility to, or dependence on, 
the people. With equal inflexibility he difre* 
garded all arguments ufed for the removal of the 
troops from the capital, and permiflion to the 
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coundl and houfe of reprefentatives to retitrn chap w. 
to the ufual feat of government. He filently 
beard their folicitations for this purpofe, and as 
if with a defign to pour contempt on their fuppK- 
cations and complaints, he Within a few days 
after withdrew a garrifon, in the pay of the 
province, from a ftrong fortrefe in the harbour 
of Bofton ; placed two regiments of the king's 
troops in their ftead, and delivered the keys oi 
the cafUe to colonel Dalrymple, who then com- 
manded the king's troops through the province. 

Thefe fteps, which feemed to bid defiance to 
complaint, created new fears in the minds of the 
people. It required the utmoft vigilance to quiet 
the murmurs and prevent the fetal confequen- 
ces apprehended from the ebullitions of popular 
refentipent. But cool, deliberate and perfever- 
Ing, the two houfes continued to refolve, re- 
monftrate, and proteft, a^ainft the infra6Hons on 
their charter, and every dangerous innovation 
on their rights and privileges. Indeed the in- 
trepid and fpirited condtrft qf thofe, who ftood 
forth undaunted at this early crifis of hazard, 
will dignify their names fo long as the public 
records fliaU remain to witnef^ their patriotic 
firnmeis. 

Many circumftances rendered it evident that 
the minifterial party wiflied a fpirit of oppofi- 
tion to the defigns of the court might break 
out into violence, even at the expenfe of blood. 
This they thought would in fome degree haye 
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£uiAioned a meafure fuggefted by one of the 
fadion in America, devoted to the arbitrary 
fyftem, " That fome method muft be devifed, 
'^to take off the original incendiaries* whofe 
"writings inftilled the poifon of fedition 
*' through the vehicle of the Bofton Gazette.^t 

Had this advice been followed, and a few 
gentlemen of integrity and ability, who had 
fpirit fufficient to make an effort in favor of 
their country in each colony, have been feized 
at the fame moment, and immolated early in 
the conteft on the bloody altar of power, perhaps 
Great Britain might have held the continent in 
fubjeftion a few years longer. 

That they had meafures of this nature in 
contemplation there is not a doubt. Several 

* See Andrew Oliver's letter to one of the miniftry, 
dated February 13. 1769. 

t This gazette was much celebrated for the freedom 
of its difquifitions in favorrf)f civil liberty. It has beea 
obferved that " it will be a treafury of political intelligence 
••for the hiftorians of this country. Otis, Thacher, Dex- 
"ter, Adams, Warren and Quincy, Do<5tors Samuel 
** Cooper and Mayhew, ftars of the firft magnitude in our 
" northern hemifphere, whofe glory and brightnefs di(lant 
" ages will admire ; thefe gentlemen of chara(5ter and in- 
'« fluence oflFered their firft effays to the public tlirough 
« the medium of the Bofton GazeUe, qn which account 
•* the paper became odious to the friends of prerogative, 
" but not more difgufting to the tones and high church 
" than it was pleafmg to the whigs.'* See colle<5^ion of 
the Maffachufetts Hiftorical Society. 
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inftances of a lefs ^itrodous nature confirmed chap.iv. 
this opinion, and the turpitude of delign which 
at this period aftuated the court party was 
clearly evinced by the attempted aflaffination 
of the celebrated Mr. Otis, juftly deemed the 
firft martyr to American freedom ; and truth 
will enrol his name among the moft diftinguifh- 
ed patriots who have expired on the " blood- 
" ftained theatre of human aftion.** 

This gentleman, whofe birth and education 
x^ras equal to any in the province, poffeffed an 
eafy fortune, independent principles, a compre- 
henfive genius, ftrong mind, retentive mem- 
ory, and great penetration. To thefe endow- 
ments may be added that extenfive profeffional 
knowledge, which at once forms the charafter 
of the complete civilian and the able ftatefman. 

In his public fpeeches, the fire of eloquence, 
the acumen of argument, and the lively fallies 
of wit, at once warmed the bofom of the fl:oic 
and commanded the admiration of his enemies. 
To his probity and generofity in the public 
walks were added the charms of affability and 
improving converfe in private life. His human- 
ity was confpicuous, his fincerity acknowledged, 
his integrity unimpeached, his honor unblem- 
iihed, and his patriotifm marked with the dif- 
intereftednefe of the Spartan. Yet he was fuf- 
ceptible of quick feelings and warm paflions, 
which in the ebullitions of zeal for the intereft 
of his country fometimes betrayed him into 
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"^''^- unguarded epithets that gave his foes an advan* 
177a ^^' without benefit to the caufe that lay near- 
eft his heart. 

He had been aflfronted by the partizans of 
the crown, vilified in the public papers, and 
treated (after his refignation of office*) in a 
manner too grofs for a man of his fpirit to pals 
over with impunity. Fearlels of confequences, 
he had always given the world his opinions 
both in his writings and his converfation, and 
had recently publifhed fome fevere ftriftures on 
the condud of the commiilioners of the cuf« 
toms and others of the minifterial party^ and 
bidding defiance to refentment, he fupported 
his allegations by the fignature of his name. 

A few days after this publication appeared, Mr, 
Otis with only one gentleman in company was 
fuddenly aflaulted in a public room, by a band 
of ruflians armed with fwords and bludgeons. 
They were headed by John Robinfon, one of 
the commiffio^ers of the cuftoms. The lights 
were immediately extinguifhed, and Mr. Otis 
covered with wounds was left for dead, while 
the aflaffins made their way through the crowd 
which began to afiemble ; and before their crime 
was difcovered, fortimately for themfelves^ 
they efcaped foon enough to take refiige on 
board one of the king's ihips which then lay in 
the harbor* * 

* Office of judge advocate in governor Bernard's a4* 
miniftration. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1770. 



THE AMERlCAi* RkvdLtJtldW. 87 

In a ftate of nature, the favage may thirow his chap. it. 
{Kufoned arrow at the man, whofe foul exhibits ' 
a tranfirript of benevolence that upbraids his 
own ferocity5 land may boaft his blood-thirfly 
deed among the hordes of the foreft without 
di^race ; but in a high ilag<3 of civilizatioh, 
where humanity is cherifhed, and politenefs is 
become a fdence, for the dark aiTaffin then to 
level his blow at fuperior merit, and fcreen 
hhnfelf in the arms of power, reflefts an odium 
(m the government that permits it, and puts 
human nature to the bluih. 

The plrty had a complete triumph in this 
guilty deed ; for though the wounds did not 
prove mortal, the confequences were tenfold 
worfe than death. The future ufefulnefs of 
this diftinguiihed friend of his country was 
deftroyed, reafon was fhaken from its throne, 
genius Dbfcured, and the great man in ruins 
Kved feveral years for his friends to weep over, 
and his country to lament the deprivation of 
talents admirably adapted to promote the high- 
eft intefefls of fociety. 

This cataftrophe Ihocked the feelings of the 
virtuous not lefs than it raifed the indignation 
of the brave. Yet a remarkable fpirit of for- 
bearance continued for a time, owing to the 
reipe^l itill paid to the opinions of this unfortu- 
nate gentleman, whofe voice though always op- 
pofed to the ftrides of defpotifin was ever loud 
^^gainft all tumultuous and iUegal proceedings. 
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He was after a partial recovery fenfible himfelf 
of his incapacity for the exercife of talents 
that had fhone with peculiar luftre, and often 
invoked the meffenger of death to give him a 
fudden releafe from a life become burdenfome 
in every view but when the calm interval of a 
moment permitted him the recolleftion of hit 
own integrity. In one of thofe intervals of 
beclouded reafon he forgave the murderous 
band, after the principal ruffian had afked pardon 
in a court of jufUce ;* and at the interceffion 
of the gentleman whom he had fo grofsly abuf« 
ed, the people forebore inflicting that fummary 
vengeance which was generally thought due to 
fo black a crime. 

Mr. Otis lived to fee the independence of 
America, though in a ftate of mind incapable of 
enjoying ftilly the glorious event which his own 
exertions had precipitated. After feveral years 
of mental derangement, as if in confequence 
of his own prayers, his great foul was in- 
ftantly fet free by a flafli of lightning, from 
the evils in which the love of his country 
had involved him. His death took place in 
May, one thoufand feven hundred and eighty 

* On a civil procefs commenced againft him, John 
Robinfon was adjudged to pay five tlioufand pounds fter- 
ling damages ; but Mr. Otis defpifing all pecuniary com- 
penfation, relinquilhed it on the culprit's a(king pardon 
and fetting his fignature to a very humble acknowledg- 
ment. 
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three, the fiune year the peace was concluded ^^^ ^- 



^tween Great Britain and America.* mo. 

Though the parliamentary fyftem of colonial 
regulations was in many inftances fimilar, and 
equally aimed to curtail the privileges of each 
province, yet no military force had been ex^ 
prefsly called in aid of civil authority in any of 
them, except the Maffachufetts. From this cir- 

• A fitter touched by the tendered feelings, while flie 
has thought it her duty to do juftice to si charaifter neg- 
leded by fome, and mifreprefented by other hiftorians, can 
exculpate herfelf from aill fufpicion of partiality by the tefti- 
mony of many of his countrymen who witnefled his private 
merk and public exertions. But (he will however only fub- 
joia a paragraph of a letter written to the author of thefe au^ 
nalsy on the news of Mr. Otis's death, by John Adams, 
£fq. then minifter plenipotentiary from the United States 
Co the court of France. 

** Parhf September foth, 1783. 

«< It was, Madam, with very afflidlng fentiraents I 
•« learned the death of Mr. Otis, my worthy mailer. Extra- 
« ordinary in death as in life, he has left a charader that 
** will never die while the memory of the American revolu- 
** tion remains ; whofe foundation he laid with an energy, 
« and with thofe mailerly abilities, which no other man pof« 
%«feffed." 

The reader alfo may not be difpleafed at an extempo- 
rary exclamation of a gentleman of poetic talents, on hear- 
ing of the death of Mr. Otis. 

<<When God in anger faw the fpot, 

«* On earth to Otis given, 
^ In thunder as from Sinai's mount, 

** He fnat<:h'd him back to heaven." 

VOL. I. M 
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CHAP. IT. cutnftance fome began to flatter themfelves that 
more lenient difpofitions were operating in the 
mind of the king of Great Britain, as well as in 
the parliament and the people towards America 
in general* 

They had grounded thefe hopes on the ftrong 
afTurances of feveral of the plantation governors, 
particularly lord Botetourt, who then prefided 
in Virginia. He had in a fpeech to the affembly 
of the colony, in the winter of one thoufand 
feven hundred and fixty-nine, declared himfelf 
fo confident that full fatisfaftion would be given 
to the provinces in the future conduft of ad- 
miniftration, that he pledged his faith to fupport 
to the laft hour of his life the intereft of Amer- 
ica. He obferved, that he grounded his own 
opinions and his affurances to them, on the inti- 
mations of the confidential fervants of the king 
which authorized him to promife redrefs. He 
added, that to his certain knowledge his fove- 
reign had rather part with his crown, than pre- 
ferve it by deception. 

The credulity of this gentleman was undoubt- 
edly impofed upon ; however, the Virginians, 
ever fteady and fyftematic in oppofition to 
tyranny, were for a time highly gratified by 
thofe affurances from their firft magiftrate. 
But their vigilance was foon called into exer- 
cife by the mal-adminiftration of a fucceeding 
governor, though the fortitude of this pat- 
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riotic colony was never fliaken by the frown of chap iv. 
any defpotic matter or matters. Some of the 
other colonies had littened to the foothing lan- 
guage of moderation ufed by their chief execu- 
tive oflSicers, and were for a fliort time influen- 
ced by that, and the flattering hopes held up by 
the governor of Virginia, 

But before the period to which we have 
arrived in the narration of events, thefe flatter- 
ing appearances had evaporated with the breath 
of the cqurtier. The fubfequent condud of 
adminiftration baffled the expeftations of the 
credulous. The hand of government was more 
heavily felt through the continent ; and from 
South Carolina to Virginia, and from Virginia 
to New Hampfliire, the mandate of a minifter 
was the fignal for the diflblution of their aflem* 
blies. The people were compelled to refort to 
conventions and committees to tranfeft all 
public bufinefs, to unite in petitions for reUef, 
or to take the neceflary preparatory fteps if 
finally obliged to refift by arms. 

In the mean time the inhabitants of the town 
of Botton had fufFered almott every fpecies of 
infult from the Britifli foldiery -, who, counte- 
nanced by the royal party, had generally found 
means to fcreen themfelves from the han#Df the 
civil officers. Thus all authority retted on the 
point of the fword, and the partizans of the 
crown triumphed for a time in the plenitude of 
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•HAP, nr. miKtary power. Yet the meafurc and the man- 
"""■^ ner of pofting troops in the capital of the prov- 
ince, had roufed fuch jealoufy and difguft, as 
could not be fubdued by the fcourge that hung^ 
over their heads. Continual bickerings took 
place in the ftreets between the foldiers and the 
citizens ; the infolence of the firft, which had 
been carried fo far as to excite the African 
flaves to murder their mailers, with the prom- 
ife of impunity,* and the indifcretion of the 
laft, was often productive of tumults and difor- 
der that led the moft cool and temperate to be 
apprehenfive of confequences of the moft feri- 
ous nature. 

No previous outrage had ^ven fuch a gen- 
eral alarm, as the commotion on the fifth of 
March,one thoufand feven hundred and feventy,, 
Yet the accident that created a refentment 
which emboldened the timid, determined the 
wavering, and awakened an energy and deci- 
fion that neither the artifices of the courtier, 
nor the terror of the fword could eafily over- 
come, arofe from a trivial circumftance ; a dr- 
cumftance which but from the confideration 
that thefe minute accidents frequently lead to 

♦ (^t. Wilfon of the 29th regiment was dete6led in 
the inMnous pradlice ; and it was proved beyond a doubt 
hj the teftimony of fome refpedable citizens, who declared 
on oath, that they had accidentally witnefled the ofier of 
reward to the blacks, by fome fubaltem officers, if they 
▼«mld rob 5md murder their matters. 
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the moft important events, would be beneath chap.iv. 
the dignity of hiftory to record. 



A centinel pofted at the door of the cuftom 

houfe had feized and abufed a boy, for cafting 

fome opprobrious refleftions on an officer of 

rank; his cries collefted a number of other 

lads, who took the childiih revenge of pelting 

the foldier with fiiow-balls. The main-guard 

ftationed in the neighborhood of the cuftom- 

houfe, was informed by fome perfons from 

thence, of the rifing tumult. They immediately 

turned out under the command of a captain 

Prefton, and beat to arms. Several yr^r^x of lit-. 

tie moment had taken place between the foldiery 

and fome of the lower clafs of inhabitants, and 

probably both were in a temper to avenge their 

own private wrongs. The cry of fire was rait 

ed in all parts of the town, the mob collefted, 

and the foldiery from all quarters ran through 

the ftreets fword in hand, threatening and 

wounding the people, and with every apjgear-- 

ance of hoftility, they ruihed furioufly to the 

centre of the town. 

The foldiers thus ready for execution, anci 
the populace grown outrageous, the whole town 
was juftly terrified by the unufual alarm. Thia 
naturally drew out perfons of higher condition^ 
and more peaceably difpofed, to inquire the 
caufe. Their confternation can fcarcely be de» 
fcribed, when they found orders were given to 
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fire promifcuoufly among the unarmed multi. 
tude. Five or fix perfons fell at the firft fire, 
and feveral more were dangeroufly wounded at 
their ovti doors* 

Thefe fudden popular commotions are feldom 
to be juftified, and their confequences are ever 
to be dreaded. It is needlefs to make any ob- 
fervations on the affumed rights of royalty, in a 
time of peace to difperfe by military murder 
the diforderly and riotous affemblage of a 
thoughtlefs multitude. I'hc queftion has fre- 
quently been canvaffed ; and was on this occa- 
fion thoroughly difcuffed, by gentlemen of thQ 
firft profeflional abilities. 

The remains of loyalty to the fovereign of 
Britain were not yet extinguiflied in American 
bofoms, neither were the feelings of compaflion, 
which flirunk at the idea of human carnage, ob- 
literated. Yet this outrage enkindled a general 
refentment that could not be difguifed ; but ev- 
ery method that prudence could diftate, was 
ufed by a number of influential gentlemen tp 
cool the fudden ferment, to prevent the popu- 
lace from attempting immediate vengeance, and 
to prevail on the multitude to retire quietly to 
their own houfes, and wait the decifions of law 
and equity. They effected their humane pur- 
pofes ; the people difperfed ; and captain Pret 
ton and his party were taken into cuftody of 
^e civil magiftrate, A judicial inquiry was af« 



Digitized by Google J 



THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION* 9S 

terwards made into their conduft ; and fo far ^^^^' ^' 
from being actuated by any partial or undue 1770. 
bias, fome of the firft counfellors at law engag- 
ed in their defence ; and after a fair and legal 
trial they were acquitted of premeditated or 
wilful murder, by a jury of the county of Suf-* 
folk. 

The people, not difmayed by the blood 
of their neighbors thus wantonly flied, de- 
termined no longer to fubmit to the infolence 
of military power. Colonel Dalrymple, who 
commanded in Bofton, was informed the day 
after the riot in King Street, " that he muft 
" withdraw his troops from the town within a 
" limited term, or hazard the confequences.'* 

The inhabitants of the town affembled in 
Faneuil Hall, where the fubjeft was difcufTed 
with becoming fpirit, and the people unanimouf- 
ly refolved, that no armed force fliould be fuf- 
fered longer to refide in the capital ; that if the 
king's troops were not immediately withdrawn 
by their own officers, the governor fliould be 
i-equefted to give orders for their removal, and 
thereby prevent the neceffity of more rigorous 
fieps. A committee from the body was depu- 
ted to wait on the governor, and requeft him to 
exert that authority which the exigencies of the 
times required from the fupreme magiftrate^. 
Mr. Samuel Adams, the chairman of the com- 
mittee, with a pathos and addrefs peculiar to 



b 



Digitized by 



Google 



96 TH£ KUZ AND PROGRESS OF 



1770. 



himfelf, expofed the illegality of quartering 
troops in the town in the midft of peace j he 
urged the apprehenfions of the people, and the 
fatal confequences that might enfue if their re- 
moval was delayed. 

But no arguments could prevail on Mr* 
Hutchinfon ; who either from timidity, or fome 
mbre cenfurable caufe, evaded adting at all in 
the bulinefs, and grounded his refufal on a pre* 
tended want of authority.* After which, col- 
onel Dalrymple, wilhing to compromife the 
matter, confented that the twenty-ninth regi- 
ment) more culpable than any other in the late 
tumult, fliould be fent to Caftle Ifland. This 
conceffion was by no means iatisfaftory ; the 
people, inflexible in their demands, infifted that 
not one Britifh foldier fliould be left within 
the town ; their requifition was reluAantly 
complied with, and within four days the whole 
army decamped. It is not to be fuppofed, that 
this compliance of Britifh veterans originated 
in their fears of an injured and incenfe4 people, 
who were not yet prepared to refift by arms# 
They were undoubtedly fenfible they had ex- 
ceeded their orders, and anticipated the deiigns 
of their matter ; they had raflily begun the 
flaughter of Americans, and enkindled the 
flames of civil war in a country, where alle- 
g^ce had not yet been renounced. 

• See extrads of Mr. Hutchinfon's letters, Appendiz» 
N0.VIU. 
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After the hafty retreat of the king's troops, ^"^' '^- 
Bofton enjoyed for a time, a degree of tranquil- 1770. 
lity to which they had been ftrangers for many 
months. The commiffioners of the cuftoms and 
feveral other obnoxious charaders retired with 
the army to Caftle William, and their governor 
affefted much moderation and tendernefs to his 
country ; at the fame time he neglefted no op- 
portunity to ripen the prefent meafures of ad* 
miniftration, or to fecure his own intereft, 
dofely interwoven therewith. The duplicity 
of Mr. Hutchinfon was foon after laid open by 
the difcovery of a number of letters under his 
fignature, written to fome individuals in 
the Britifh cabinet. Thefe letters detefted by 
the vigilance of fome friends in England, were 
procured and fent on to America.* 

Previous to this event there were many per- 
fons in the province who could not be fully 
convinced, that at the fame period when he had 
put on the guife of compaffion to his country, 
when he had promifed all his influence to obtain 
fome relaxation of the coercive fyftem, that at 
that moment Mr. Hutchinfon Ihould be fo loft 
to the ideas of fincerity, as to be artfully plot- 
ting new embarraflinents to the colonies in 
gteneral, and the moft mifchievous projefts 
againft the province he was entrufted to gov- 
ern. Thus convided as the grand incendiary 

♦ The original letters which dete^led his treachery 
procured by Dod. Frianklin, and publiflied in a pam- 
VOL. 1. N 



Digitized by 



G(^gle 



98( THE RI^E AND PROGRESS OF 

CHAP. lir. who had fown the feeds of difcord, and cher- 
ifhed the difpute between Great Britain and 
the colonies, his friends blufhed at the difcove- 
ry, his enemies triumphed, and his partizans 
were confounded. In thefe letters, he had ex- 
preffed his doubt of the propriety of fuflfering 
the colonies to enjoy all the privileges of the 
parent ftate : he obferved, that " there muft be 
2inabridgmento£ Englijh liberties ^ in colonial admin- 
iftration,** and urged with malignant art the 
neceflity of the refumption of the charter of 
Maflachufetts. 

Through this and the fucceeding year the 
Britifh nation were much divided in opinion 
relative to public meafures, both at home and 
abroad* Debates and animofities ran high in 
both houfes of parliament. Many of their beft 
orators had come forward in defence of Amer- 
ica, with that eloquence and precifion which 

phlet at Boftoli. They may alfo be fcen in the Britifh 
Annual Regifter, and in a large colleiaion of hiftorical 
papers printed in London, entitled tlie Remembrancer. 
The agitation into which many were thrown by the 
tranfmiffion of thefe letters, produced important confequen* 
ces. Dodl. Franklin was ihamefuUy vilified and abufed in 
an outrageous philippic pronounced by Mr. Wedderbume, 
afterwards lord Loughborough. Threats, challenges, and 
duels took place, but it was not difcovered by what means 
thefe letters fell into the hands of Dod. Franklin, who 
foon after repaired to America, where he was eminently 
ferviceable in aid of the public caufe of his native 
Country. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1770. 



THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 99 

proved their anceftry, and marked the fpirit of chap. w. 
a nation that had long boafted their own free- 
dom. But reafon and argument are feeble bar* 
riers againft the will of a monarch, or the deter- 
minations of potent ariftocratical bodies. Thus 
the fyftem was fixed, the meafures were ripen- 
ing, and a minifter had the boldnefs to declare 
publickly, that " America Ihould be brought to 
" the footiftool of parliament,*'* and humbled 
beneath the pedeftal of majefty. 

The inhabitants of the whole American con- 
tinent, appeared even at this period nearly rea- 
dy for the laft appeal, rather than longer to fub- 
mit to the mandates of an overbearing minifter 
of ftate, or the execution of his corrupt defigns. 
The mafterly writers of this enlightened age, 
had fo clearly defined the nature and origin of 
government, the equal claims and natural rights 
of man, the principles of the Britilh conftitu- 
tion, and the freedom the fubjed had a right 
to enjoy thereby ; that it had become a prevail- 
ing opinion, that government and legiflation 
were inftituted for the benefit of fociety at large, 
and not for the emolument of a few j and that 
whenever prerogative began to ftr^tch its rapa- 
cious arm beyond certain bounds, it was an in- 
diljpenfable duty to refift. 

Strongly attached to Great Britain, not only 
fey the impreflion of ancient forms, and the hab- 

* Lord North's fpeech in the hottfe of commons. 
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its of fubmifllon to gavernment, but by relig* 
ion, manners, language, and confanguinity, the 
colonies ftill ftood fufpended in the pacific hope, 
that a change of miniftry or a new parliament, 
might operate in their favor, and reftore tran- 
quillity, by the removal of the caufes and the in- 
firuments of their fufFerings. 

Not yet confcious of her own ftrepgth, and 
fcafcely ambitious of taking an independent 
rank among the nations, America ftill cherifhed 
the flattering ideas of reconciliation. But thefe 
expeditions were finally diffipated, by the re- 
peated attempts to reduce the colonies to un* 
limited fubmiffion to the fupreme jurifdi6tion of 
parliament, and the illegal exactions of the 
crown, until by degrees all parliamentary de- 
ciiions became as indifferent to an American 
ear, as the refcripts of a Turkilh divan. 

The tame acquiefcence of the colonies, would 
doubtlefs have given great advantages to the 
corrupt party on one fide of the Atlantic, 
while their affiduous agents on the other, cUd 
not revolt at the meaneft and moft wicked com- 
pUances to feicilitate the defigns of their employ- 
ers, or to gratify their own inordinate paffion 
for power and wealth. Thus for a cbnfiderable 
time, a ftruggle was kept up between the power 
of one country, and the perfeverance of the 
other, without a poffibility of calculating confe- 
quences. 
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A particular detail of the altercations between ^"^'^•'^- 
the reprefentatives, the burgeffes, and the pro- mo. 
vincial governors, the remonftrances of the peo- 
ple, the refolves of their legiflative bodies, and 
the diffolution of their affemblies by the ^at of a 
governor, the prayers of corporate and occupa- 
tional focieties, or the petitions of more pub- 
lic and refpectable bodies ; the provocations 
on the fide of government, and the riotous, and 
in feme degree, unjullifiable proceedings of the 
populace, in almoft every town on the conti- 
nent, would be rather tedious than entertaining, 
in a compendious narrative of the times. It 
may therefore, be well to pafs over a year or 
two, that produced nothing but a famenefs of 
complaint, and a fimilarity of oppofition, on the 
one fide ; and on the other, a fyftomatic effort, 
to pufli the darling meafure of an American 
taxation, while neither party had much reafon 
to promife themfelves a fpeedy dedfion. 

It has already been obferved, that the reve- 
nue a^ which had occafioned a general mur- 
mur, had been repealed, except a fmall duty on 
all India teas, by which a claim was kept up to 
tax the colonies at pleafure, whenever it Ihould 
be thought expedient. This was an article ufed 
by all ranks in America ; a luxury of fuch uni- 
verfal confumption, that adminifl:ration was led 
to believe, that a monopoly of the fales of tea, 
might be fo managed, as to become a produftive 
fource of revenue. 
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It was generally believed that governor 
Hutchinfon had ftipulated for the agency for his 
fons, as they were the firft in commiffion ; and 
that he had folicited for them, and obtained this 
odious employment, by a promife, that if they 
were appointed fole agents to the Eaft India 
company, the fales Ihonld be fo executed as to 
give perfeft fatisfaftion, both to them and to 
adminiftration. All communities furnifli ex- 
ampJes of men fufEciently bafe, to fliare in the 
fpoils of their country ; nor was it difficult to 
find fuch in every colony, who were ready 
enough to execute this minifterial job. Thus 
in confequence of the infinuations of thofe in- 
terefted in the fuccefs of the meafure, a number 
of fliips were employed by government, to 
tranfport a large quantity of teas into each of 
the American colonies. The people throughout 
the continent, apprized of the defign, and con- 
fidering at that time, all teas a pernicious arti- 
cle of commerce, fummoned meetings in all the 
capital towns, and unanimoufly refolved to re- 
fift the dangerous projeft by every legal oppo- 
fition, before they proceeded to any extremV* 
ties. 

The firft ftep taken in Bofton, was to requeft 
the confignees to refufe the commiflion. The 
inhabitants warmly remonftrated againft the 
teas being landed in any of their ports, and urg- 
ed the return of the fliips, without permitting 
them to break bulk. The commiflioners at; 
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New York, Philadelphia, and in feveral other ^"'^^•'''- 
colonies, were applied to with fimilar requefts ; 1770. 
moft of them complied. In fome places the 
teas were ftored on proper conditions, in others, 
fent back without injury. But, in Maffachu- 
fetts, their difficulties were accumulated by the 
reftlels ambition of fome of her own degenerate 
fons. Not the fmalleft impreffion was made on 
the feelings of their governor, by the united 
fupplications of the inhabitants of Bofton and 
its environs. Mr. Hutchinfon, who very well 
knew that virtue is feldom a fufficient reftraint 
to the paffions, but that, in fpite of patrotifin, 
reafon, or religion, the fcale too frequently pre- 
ponderates in favor of intereft or appetite, per- 
fifted in the execution of his favorite projeft. 
As by force of habit, this drug had become al- 
moft a neceffary article of diet, the demand for 
teas in America was aftoniihingly great, and 
the agents in Bofton, fure of finding purchafers, 
if once the weed was depofited in their ftores, 
haughtily declined a refignation of office, and 
determined when the fhips arrived, to receive 
and difpofe of their cargoes at every hazard. 

Before either time or difcretion had cooled 
the general difguft, at the interefted and fuper- 
dlious behaviour of thefe young pupils of in- 
trigue, the long expefted fhips arrived, which 
were to eftablifh a precedent, thought danger- 
oufly confequential* Refolved not to yield to 
the finalleft veftige of parliamentary taxation. 
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^"^^ '^- however difguifed, a numerous affembly of the 
jYYQ^ moft refpectable people of Bofton and its neigh- 
borhood, repaired to the public hall, and drew 
up a remonftrance to the governor, urging the 
iieceffity of his order, to fend back the fhips 
without fuffering any part of their cargoes to 
be landed. His anfwer confirmed the opinion, 
that he was the inftigator of the meafure ; it 
irritated the fpirits of the people, and tended 
more to encreafe, than allay the rifuig ferment. 

■ A few days after this the faftors had the pre- 

1773. caution to apply to the governor and council 

*""■"■"■"" for proteftion, to enable them to receive and 
difpofe of their confignments. As the council 
refufed to aft in the affair, the governor called 
on colonel Hancock, who commanded a com- 
pany of cadets, to hold himfelf in readinefs to 
affifl the civil magiflrate, if any tumult fhould 
• arife in confequence of any attempt to land the 
teas. This gentleman, though profefTedly in 
oppofition to the court, had ofcillated between 
the parties until neither of them at that time, 
had much confidence in his exertions. It did 
not however appear, that he had any inclina- 
tion to obey the fummons ; neither did he 
explicitly refiife ; but he foon after refigned 
his commiilion, and continued in future, une- 
quivocally oppofed to the minifterial fyftem. 
On the appearance of this perfevering fpirit 
among the people, governor Hutchinfon again 
reforted to his ufua) arts of chicanery and 
deception ; he afiefted a mildnefs of deport- 
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inent, and by many equivocal delays detained o'a'- ^' 
the fhips, and endeavoured to difarm his coun- --,-g 
tryriien of that manly refolution which was 
their principal /cr/. 

The ftorage or detention of a few cargoes of 
teas is not an objeftin itfelf fufficient tojuftify 
a detail of feveral pages ; but as the fubfequent 
feverities towards the Maffachufetts were 
grounded on what the miniftry termed their 
refractory behaviour on this occafion j and as 
thofe meafures were followed by confequences 
of the higheft magnitude both to Great Britain 
and the colonies, a particular narration of the 
tranlaftions of the town of Bofton is indifpenfa- 
ble. There the fword of civil difcord was firft 
drawn, which was not re-fheathed until the 
emancipation of the thirteen colonies from 
the yoke of foreign domination was acknowl- 
edged by the diplomatic feals of the iirft powers 
in Europe. This may apologize, if neceffary, 
for the appearance of locality in the preceding 
pages, and for its farther continuance in regard 
to a colony, on which the bittereft cup of min- 
ifterial wrath was poured for a time, and where 
the energies of the human mind were earlier 
called forth, than in feveral of the filler ftates. , 

^ 

Not intimidated by the frown$ of greatnefs, 
nor allured by the finiles of intrigue, the vigi- 
lance of the people y^as equal to the importance 
of the event. Though expectation was equally 

VQL. I. . o 
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awake in both parties, yet three or four week^ 
elapfed in a kind of inertia ; the one fide flatter- 
ed thenlfelves with hopes, that as the fliips were 
fuffered to be fo long unmolefted, with their 
cargoes entire, the point might yet be obtained ; 
the other thought it poflible, that fome impref- 
fion might yet be made on the governor, by the 
ftrong voice of the people. 

Amidft this fufpenfe a rumour was circulated^ 
that admiral Montague was about to fei«e the 
fliips, and difpofe of their cargoes at public auc- 
tion, within twenty-four hours. This ftep 
Would as eflFeftually have fecured the duties, as 
if fold at the fliops of the confignees, and wad 
judged to be only a fineffcy to place them there 
On their Own terms. On this report, convinced 
of the neceflity of preventing fo bold an attempt, 
a vaft body of people convened fuddenly and 
repaired to one of the largeft and moft commo- 
dious churches in Bofton ; where, previous to 
any other fteps, many fruitlefs meflages were 
fent both to the governor and the confignees, 
whofe timidity had prompted them to a feclu- 
fion from the public eye. Yet they continued 
to refiife any fatisfaftory anfwer ; and while 
the aflelnbled multitude were in quiet confulta- 
tion on the fafefl; mode to prevent the fale and 
confumption of an herb, noxious at leaft to the 
political conft:itution, the debates were inter- 
rupted by the entrance of theflieriflFwith an or- 
der from the governor, fl:yling them an illegal at 
fembly,and direAing their immediate (iifperiion* 
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This authoritative mandate was treated with chaf. iv. 
great contempt, and the Iheriff inftantly hiiTed _- 
out of the he^ule. A confufed murmur enfued, 
both within and without the walls j but in a 
few moments all was again quiet, and the lead- 
ers of the people returned calmly to the point 
in queftion. Yet every expedient feemed 
fraught with infurmountable difficulties, and 
evening approaching without any decided refo- 
Jutions, the meeting was adjourned without 
day. 

Within an hour after this was known abroad, 
there appeared a great number of perfons, clad 
like the aborigines of the wildernefs, with tom- 
ahawks in their hands, and clubs on their flioul- 
ders, who without the leaft moleftation marched 
through the ftreets with fdent folemnity, and 
amidft innumerable fpeftators, proceeded to the 
wharves, boarded the fliips, demanded the key?, 
and with much deliberation knocked open the 

thefts, and emptied feveral thouiand weight of » ! 

the fineft teas into the ocean. No oppofitiojn 
was made, though fur rounded, by the king's 
ihips ; all was iilence and difmay. 

This done, the procejSion returned through 
the town in the fame order and folemnity as 
obferved in the outfet of their attempt. No 
other diforder took place, and it was obferved, 
the ftilleft night enfued that Bofton had enjoy- 
ed for many months. This unexpeded event 
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ftruck the minifterial party ^vith rage and afton^ 
iftiment ; while, as it feemed to be an attack 
upon private property, many who wiflied well 
to the public caufe could not fully approve of 
the meafure. Yet perhaps the laws of felf-pre- 
fervation might juftify the deed, as the exigen- 
ties of the times requiredextraordinary exertions, 
and every other method had been tried in vain^ 
to avoid this difagreeable alternative. Befides it 
was alleged, and doubtlefs it was true, the peo- 
ple were ready to make ample compenfation for 
all damages fuftained, whenever the unconfti- 
tutional duty fliould be taken off, and other 
grievances radically redreffed. But there ap- 
peared little profpeft that any conciliatory ad- 
vances would foon be made. The officers of 
government difcovered themfelves more vin- 
diftive than ever : animofities daily increafed, 
and the fpirits of the people were irritated to a 
degree of alienation, even from their tendered 
connexions, when they happened to differ in 
political opinion. 

By the frequent diffolntion of the general 
affemblies, all public debate had been precluded, 
and the ufual regular intercourfe between the 
colonies cut off. The modes of legiflativt com- 
munication thus obftruded, at a period when 
the neceflity of harmony and concert was ob- 
vious to every eye, no fyftematical oppofition to 
gubernatorial intrigues, fiipported by the king 
and parliament of Great Britain, was to be ex- 
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pefted without the utmoft concord, confidence^ chap.iv. 
and union of all the colonies. Perhaps no fingle 
ftcp contributed fo much to cement the union 
of the colonies, and the final acquifition of in- 
dependence, as the eftablifhment of committees 
<rf correfpondence. This fupported a chain of 
communication from New Hampfliire to Geor- 
gia, that produced unanimity and energy 
throughout the continent. 

As in thefe annals there has yet been no par- 
ticular mention made of this inftitution, it ii 
but jufiice to name at once the author, the ori- 
gin, and the importance of the meafure. 

At an early period of the contefl:, when the 
public mind was abated by unexpeAed events, 
and remarkably pervaded with perplexity and 
anxiety, James Warren, Efq. of Plymouth firft 
fTGpo(ed this inftitution to a private friend, on a 
vifit at his own houfe.* Mr. Warren had been 
an aftive and influential member of the general 
affembly from the beginning of the trou- 
bles in America, which commenced foon after 
the demife of George the fecond. The prin- 
ciples and firmnefs of this gentleman were well 
known, and the uprightnefs of his charafter had 
fufficient weight to recommend the meafure. 
As foon as the propofal was communicated to a 
nuiilber of gentlemen in Bofton, it was adopt- 
ed with zeal, and fpread with the rapidity of 

♦ Samuel Adams, Efq. of BoftoKU 



Digitized by 



Google 



110 TH£ RISE AKD PROGRESS OF 

cBAr.rr. cnthufiafin, from town to town, and firoai 
- province to province.* Thus an intercourfe 

*^^* was eftabliflied, by which a fimilarity of opin- 
ion, a connexion of intereft, and a union of 
aftion appeared, that fet oppofition at defiancej^ 
and defeated the machinjitiojis of their eiieniief 
through all the colonies. 

The plan fuggefted was clear and methodical ; 
it propofed that a public meeting fhould be call* 
ed in every town ; that a number of perfons 
ihould be felefted by a plurality of voices j that 
they Ihould be men of refpedable charafters, 
whofe attachment to the great caufe of Ameri« 
ca had been uniform ; that they fliould be veft^ 
ed by a majority of fuflfrages with power to take 
cognizance of the ftate of commerce, of the in- 
trigues of toryifniy of litigious ruptures that 
might create difturbances, and every thing elf^ 
that might be thought to militate with the 
rights of the people, and to promote every thing 
that tended to general utility. 

The bufinefs was not tardily executed. Com- 
mittees were every where chofen, who were di- 
rected to keep up a regular correfpondence with 
each other, and to give information of all intel- 
ligence received, relative to the proceedings of 

• The general impulfe at this time feemed to operate by 
fympathy, before confultation could be had ; thus it ap« 
peared after^vards that the vigilant inhabitants of Virginia 
^lad concerted a fimilar plau about th^ famo periods 
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udminiftration, fo fiar as they afFefted the inter- chap.iv. 
eft of the Britifh colonies throughout America. ..--^ 
The truft was faithfully and diligently difcharg- 
ed, and when afterwards all legiflative authority 
was fufpended, the courts of juftice fliut up, and 
the laft traits of Britifh government annihilated 
in the colonies, this new inftitution became a 
Hnd of juridical tribunal. Its injunftions were 
influential beyond the hopes of its moft fan* 
guine friends, and the recommendations of 
committees of correfpondence had the force of 
law. Thus, as defpotifm frequently fprings 
from anarchy, a regular democracy fometimes 
irifes from the fevere encroachments of defpot- 
ifm.* 

This inftitution had givert fuch a general 
dlarm to the adherents of adminiftration, and 
had been replete with fuch important confe* 
quences through the union, that it was juftly 
dreaded by thofe who oppofed it, and confider- 
ed by them as the moft important bulwark of 
freedom* A reprefentation of this eftablifli- 
ment, and its effefts, had been tranfmitted td 
En^and^ and laid before the king and parlia- ' 
ment, and Mr. Hutchinfon had received his 
majefty's difapprobation of the meafure. With 
the hope of impeding its farther operation, by 
announcing the frown and the cenfure of roy- 
alty, and for the difcuflion of fome other im- 
portant queftions, the governor had thought 
proper to convene the council and houfe of 
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CHAP. IV. reprefentatives, to meet in January one thau« 
■* land feven hundred and feventy-three. 



1773. 



The affembly of the preceding year l\ad paff- 
ed a number of very fevere refolves, when th« 
original letters mentioned above, written by 
governor Hutchinfon and lieutenant-gover- 
nor Oliver were deteded, fent back to the 
Maflachufetts, and laid before the houfe. They 
had obferved that " the letters contained 
" wicked and injurious mifreprefentations, de- 
*' iigned to influence the miniftry and the na- 
** tion, and to excite jealoufies in the breaft of 
** the king, againft his faithful fubjefts."* They 
had proceeded to an impeachment, and unsmi- 
moufly requefted, that his majefly would be 
ple;ifed to remove both Mr. Thomas Hutchinfon 
and Mr. Andrew Oliver from their public func- 
tions in the province, forever.f But before 
they had time to complete their fpirited meaf- 
ures, the governor had as ufual diffolved the 
aflembly. This was a ftretch of power, and a 
manifeftation of refentment, that had been fo 
frequently exercifed both by Mr. Hutchinfon 
and his predeceflbr, that it was never unexped* 
ed, and now totally difregarded. This mode of 
condud \va3 not confined to the Maffachufetts j 
it was indeed the common fignal of refentment 
exhibited by moft of the colonial governors : 

* See nth refolve in the fefGons of one thoufand (ertu 
hundred and leventy-two. 

f Journals of the houfe. 
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they immediately diffolved the legiflative affem- chap. iv. 
blies on the difcovery of energy, enterprife, or 
patriotifm, among the members. 

When the new houfe of affembly met at Bof- 
ton the prefent year, it appeared to be compofed 
of the principal gentlemen and landholders in 
the province ; men of education and ability, of 
fortune and family, of integrity and honor ; 
jealous of the infringement of their rights, and 
the faithful guardians of a free people. 

Their independency of mind was foon put to 
the teft. On the opening of the new feflion, 
the firft communication from the governor was, 
that he had received his majefty's exprefs difap- 
probation of all committees of correfpondence ; and 
to enforce the difpleafure of the monarchy he 
very indifcreetly ventured himfelf to cenfure 
with much warmth this inftitut^on, and every 
other ftand that the colonies had unitedly made 
to miniilerial and parliamentary invafions. To 
complete the climax of his own prefumption, he 
in a long and labored fpeech imprudently agita- 
ted the grand queftion of a parliamentary right 
of taxation without reprefentation ;* he en- 
deavoured to juftify, both by law and precedent, 
every arbitrary fl:€p that had been taken for ten 
years paft to reduce the colonies to a difgraceful 
fubjugation. 

* Appendix, No. IX. Extra<5ls from governor Hutchin- 
foii's letters urging his defigns. 
VOL. I. X 
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This gave a fair opening to the friends of 
their country which they did not negleft, to 
difcufs the illegality, injuftice, and impolicy of 
the late innovations. They entered on the de- 
bate with freedom of inquiry, ftated their 
claims with dearnefs and predfion, and fup- 
ported them with fuch reafoning and perfpicu- 
ity, that a man of left hardinefs than Mr. 
Hutchinfon would not have made a fecond at- 
tempt to juftify fo odious a caufe, or to gain 
fuch an unpopular point by dint of argument. 
But whether owing to his own intemperate 
zeal, or whether inftigated by his fuperiors on 
the other fide the Atlantic, to bring on the dif- 
pute previous to the difdofure of fome extra- 
ordinary meafures then in agitation, is uncer- 
tain. However this was, he fupported his opin- 
ions with induftry and ingenuity, and not diC- 
couraged by ftrong oppofition, he fpun out the 
debate to a tedious and ridiculous length. Far 
from terminating to the honor of the gover- 
nor, his officious defence of adminiftration ferv- 
ed only to indicate the neceffity of the moft 
guarded watchfulnefs againft the machinations 
of powerful and defigning men ; and fanned, 
rather than checked the amor pairi^ charafterif- 
tic of the times. 

Soon after this altercation ended, the repre- 
fentative body took cognizance of an affair that 
had given great difguft, and created much unea- 
finefs through the province.. By the royal 
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charter granted by William and Mary, the gov. chap.iv. 
ernor, lieutenant-governor and fecretary were 
appointed by the king ; the council were chofen 
by the reprefentatives of the people, the gov- 
ernor being allowed a negative voice ; the 
judges, juftices, and all other officers, civil and 
military, were left to his nomination, and ap* 
pointed by him, with the advice and confent 
of a board of counfellors. But as it is always 
neceflary in a free government, that the peo- 
ple fhould retain fome means in their own 
hands, to check any unwarrahtable exercife of 
power in the executive, the legiflature of MaP 
lachufetts had always enjoyed the reafonable 
privilege of paying their own officers according 
to their ability, and the fervices rendered to 
the public. 

It was at this time well known that Mr. 
Hutchinfon had fo far ingratiated himfelf as to 
entide him to peculiar favor from the crown ; 
and by a handfome falary from the king, he' 
was rendered entirely independent of the peo- 
pie. His brother-in-law alfo, the lieutenants 
governor, had obtained by mifreprefentations, 
thought by fome to have been little fliort of 
perjury,* a penfion which he had long folicited ; 
but chagrin at the detection of his letters, and 
the difcovery of his duplicity, foon put a period 

♦ See lieuteaant-governor Oliver's affidavit, on the 
council bookSf 
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to a life that might have been ufeful and exem- 
plary, had he confined his purlUits only to the 
domeftic walks of life. 

A ftrong family as well as political connexion, 
had for fome time been forming among thofe 
who had been writing in favor of colonial reg- 
ulations, and urging the creation of a patrician 
rankj from which all officers of government 
ihould in future be felefted. Intermarriages 
among their children in the near degree of con- 
fanguinity before the parties were of age for 
maturity of choice, had ftrengthened the union 
of interefts among the candidates for prefer- 
ment. Thus by a kind of compaft, almoft every 
department of high truft as it became vacant 
by refignation, fufpenfion or death, was filled 
by fome relation or dependent of governor 
Hutchinfon ; and no other qualification was 
required except a fupplenefs of opinion and 
principle that could readily bend to the meaf- 
ures of the court. 

But it was more recently difcovered that the 
judges of the fuperior court, the near relaticMis 
or coadjutors of Mr. Hutchinfon, and few of 
them mOre fcrupuloufly delicate with regard to 
the violation of the rights of their country than 
himfelf, had taken advantage of the times, and 
fuccefsfully infinuated that the dignity of their 
offices nmft be fupported by an allowance from 
the crown fufficient to enable them to execute 
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the defigns of government, exdufively of any chap w. 
dependence on the general affembly. In confe- 
quence of thefe reprefentations, the judges were 
appointed to hold their places during the king's 
pleafure, and a yearly ftipend was granted them 
to be paid out of the new revenue to be raifed 
in America. 

The general court had not been convened 
after the full difclofure of this fyftem before the 
prefent period ; of courfe no conftitutional op- 
pofidon could be made on the infraction of 
dieir charter, until a legal affembly had an op- 
portunity to meet and deliberate. Uncertain 
how long the intriguing fpirit of the governor 
would permit them to continue in exiftence, 
the fitting affembly judged it neceffary early in 
the feflion to proceed to a parliamentary in- 
quiry into the conduft of their judiciary officers. 
Accordin^y the judges of the fupreme court 
were called upon to receive the grants for their 
fervices as ufual from the treafury of the prov- 
ince ; to renounce all unconftitutional falaries, 
and to engage to receive no pay, penfion or 
amdument in reward of fervices as juftices of 
the court of judicature, but from the free grants 
of the legiflative affembly. 

Two of the judges, Trowbridge and Ropes, 
readily complied with the demand, and relin- 
quilhed the offenfive ftipend. A third was 
William Cufhing, Efq. a gentleman rendered 
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readable in the eyes of aD {>arties by his pro- 
feifional abilities and general integrity. He was 
a fenfible^ modeft man, well acquainted with 
law, but remarkable for the fccrecy of his opin- 
ions : this kept up his reputation through all 
the ebullitions of difcordant parties* He read^ 
ily refigned the royal ftipend without any obfer- 
vations of his own ; yet it was thought at the 
time that it was with a reludance that his tad* 
tumity could not conceal. By this filent 
addrefs he retained the confidence of liie court 
fa^on, nor was he Icfs a fevorite among the 
republicans. He was immediately placed on the 
bench of juftice after the affumption of govern- 
ment in the Maflachufetts.* 

The next that was called forward was Fofter 
Hutchinfon, a brother of the governor's, a man 
of much lefs underftanding, and as little public 
virtue ; in fliort, remarkable for nothing hurt 
the malignancy of his heart. He, after much 
altercation and abufe of the general affembly, 
complied with a very ill grace with the re qui* 
fitions of the houfe. 

* The talents, the manners, the probity, and the m^ 
Canity of Mr. Cufhing procured his advancement to the 
fupreme bench under the new conftitution afterwards 
adopted by the United States. In this ftation he was 
ufeful to his country, and refpeded by every clafs through 
?dl the changes of party and opinion which he lived to fee. 
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But the chief feat of juftice in this extraordi- chap iv. 
narjr adminiftration was occupied by a man* 
unacquainted with law, and ignorant of the 
firil principles of government. He poffeffed a 
certain creduHty of mind that eafily feduced 
him into erroneous opinions ; at the iame time 
a frigid obftinacy of temper that rendered him 
mcapable of conviftion. His infinuating man- 
ners, his fuperfidal abilities, and his implicit 
devotion to the governor, rendered him a fit 
ioftrument to give fimftion by the forms of law 
to the moft atrocious ads of arbitrary power. 
Equally deaf to the diftates of patriotifm and 
to the united voice of the people, he perempto- 
rily refufed to liften to the demands of their 
reprefentatives ; and boldly declared his refolu- 
tion to receive an annual grant from the crown 
of England in fpite of the opinions or rcfent- 
ment of his country : he urged as an excufe, 
the depreciation of his private fortune by his 
judicial attentions. His ftation .was important 
and influential, and his temerity was confidered 
as holding a bribe to execute the corrupt meaf- 
ures of the Britilh court. 

Hie houfe of reprefentatives not interrupted 
in their fyftem, nor intimidated by the pre- 
fumption of the delinquent, proceeded direftly 
to exhibit articles of impeachment againft Peter 
Oliver, Efq. accufing him of high crimes and 
nufdemeanors, and laid their complaints before 

• Peter Oliver, Efq, a brother-in-law of the governor's. 



Digitized by 



Google 



120 TH£ RISE AND PROGRESS Of 



1773. 



the governor and council. On a divifion of 
tlxe houfe there appeared ninety-two members 
in fovour of the meafure, and only eight againft 
it. The governor, as was expeded, both from 
perfonal attachment and a full approbation of 
Mr. Oliver's conduft, refufed to aft or fit on 
the bufinefs ; of courfe all proceedings were for 
a time fufpended. 

When a detail of thefe fpirited meafures 
reached England, exaggerated by the colorings 
of the officers of the crown, it threw the nation, 
more efpecially the trading part, into a tempo- 
rary fever. The miniftry rofe in their refent- 
ment, and entered on the moft fevere fteps 
againft the Maffachufetts, and more particularly 
the town of Bofton. It was at this period that 
lord North ufhered into the houfe of commons 
the memorable bill for fliutting up the port of 
Bofton, alfo the bill for better regulating the 
government of the Maffachufetts. 

The pOrt-bill enafted that after the firft of 
June one thoufand feven hundred and feventy- 
four, " Every veffel within the points Alderton 
*' and Nahant, (the boundaries of the harbor of 
" Bofton,) fhould depart within fix hours, un- 
"lefs laden witt food or fuel." That no 
merchandize ihould be taken in or difcharged 
at any of the ffores, wharves, or quays, within 
thofe limits ; and that any fliip, barge or boat, 
attempting to convey from other part^ of 
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America, either ftores, goods or merchandize chap. iv. 
to Bofton, (one of the largeft maritime towns 
on the continent) fliould be deemed a legal 
forfeiture to the crown. 

This acl was oppofed with becoming zeal by 

feveral in both houfes of parliament, who ftill 

inherited the generous fpirit of their anceftors, 

and dared to ftand forth the defenders of En- 

glifh liberty, in the moft perilous feafons. 

ITiough the cruelty and injuftice of this ftep 

was warmly criminated, the minifter and his 

party urged the neceflity of ftrong meafures ; 

nor was it difficult to obtain a large majority to 

enforce them. An abftracl of an ad: for the 

more impartial adminiftration of juftice in the 

province of Maffachufetts, accompanied the 

port-bill. Thus by one of thofe fevere and ar- 

bitrary afts, many thoufands of the beft and 

moft loyal fubjefts. of the lioufe of Brunfwick 

were at once cut off from the means of fubfift- 

ence ; poverty ftared in the face of affluence, 

and a long train of evils threatened every rank. 

lib difcriminations were made ; the innocent 

wwe equally involved with the real or imputed 

guilty, and reduced to fuch diftreffes afterwards, 

that, but from the charitable donations of the 

other colonies, multitudes muft have inevitably 

periflied. 

The other bill direfted, that on an indift- 
ment for riot, refiftance of the magiftrate, or 

VOL. I. Q 
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impeding the laws of revenue in the fmalleft de- 
gree, any perfon, at the option of the governor, 
or in his abfence, the lieutenant-governor, 
might be tranfported to Great Britain for trial, 
and there be ordered to w^it amidft his foes, the 
decifions of ftrangers unacquainted with the 
charafter of the prifoiter, or the turpitude of a 
crime, that Ihould fubjed him to be tranfported 
a thoufand leagues from his own vicinity, for 
a final decifion on the charges exhibited againft 
him. Several of the fouthern colonies remon- 
ftrated warmly againft thofe novel proceedings 
towards the Maffachufetts, and confidered it as 
a common caufe. The hofufe of burgeffes in 
Virginia vigoroufly oppofed this meafure, and 
pafled refolutions exprefling ** their exclufive 
*' right to tax their conftituents, and their 
** right to petition their fovereign for redrefs 
'* of grievances,^ and the lawfulnefs of procur- 
" ing the concurrence of the other colonies in 
** praying for the royal interpofition in favour 
" of the violated rights of America : and that 
" all trials for treafons, or for any crime 
" whatfoever, committed in that colony, ought 
" to be before his majefty's courts within the 
" faid colony ; and that the feizing any perfon 
** refiding in the faid colony, fufpefted of any 
** crime whatfoever committed therein, and 
" fending fuch perfon to places beyond the fea 
** to be tried, was highly derogatory of the 
« rights of Britiih fubjeds/' 
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Thefe afts were to continue in full force un- chap.iv. 
til fatls£i6tion fliould be made to the Eaft India 
company for the lofs of their teas ; nor were 
any aflurances given, that in cafe of fubmifTion 
and compliance, they Ihould be repealed. The 
indignation which naturally arofe in the minds 
of the people on thefe unexpefted and accumu- 
lated grievances, was truly inexpreffible. It 
was frequently obferved, that the only melio- 
ration of the prefent evils was, that the recal of 
Mr. Hutchinfon accompanied the bills, and his 
leaving the province at the fame period the 
port-bill was to be put in operation, feemed to 
impreis a dawn of hope from time, if not from 
his immediate fucceffor. 

Every hiftorical record will doubtlefs witness 
that he was the principal author of the fufFerings 
of the unhappy Boftonians, previous to the con- 
vuliions which produced the revolution. So 
deeply riveted was this opinion among his en- 
raged countrymen, that many apprehended the 
fummary vengeance of an incenf^d populace 
would not fuflFer fo notorious a parricide to te-, 
pair quietly to England. Yet fuch were th^ 
generous and companionate feelings of a people 
too virtuous to punifli without a legal procefs, 
that he efcaped the blow he had reafon to fear 
would overtake him, when ftripped of authority,^ 
and no longer afting as the reprefentative of 
maje/ly. 

Chagrined by the lofs of place, mortified by 
the negleft of fome, and apprehenfive from the 
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CHAP. IV refentment of others, he retired to a fmall vil- 
lage in the neighborhood of Bofton, and fe- 
eluded himfelf from obfervation until he em- 
barked for London. This he did on the fame 
memorable day when, by aft of parliament, the 
blockade of Bofton took place. Before his de- 
parture, the few partizans that ftill adhered to 
the man and his principles, procured by much 
affiduity a complimentary addrefe, thanking 
him for paft fcrvices^ and held up to him the 
idea, that by his talents he might obtain a redrefs 
of grievances, which they well knew had been 
drawn on their country by the agency of Mr. 
Hutchinfon. Much derifion fell on the charac- 
ter of this group of flatterers, who were long 
diftinguiliied only by the appellation of HuU 
chinfon^s addrcjfers. 

Mr. Hutchinfon furnifhed with thefe pitiful 
credentials, left liis native country forever. On 
his arrival in England, lie was juftified and ca- 
reifed by his employers ; and notwithftanding 
the criminality of his political conduft had 
been fo fully evinced by the deteftion and re- 
covery of his original letters, his impeach- 
ment, which was laid before the lords of the 
privy-council, was confidered by them in a ve- 
ry frivolous light. A profeflional character, by 
fome thought to have been hired for the piir- 
pofe, was permitted to abufe the petitioners and 
their agent in the grofleft terms fcurrility could 
invent ; and the lords reported, that *^ the pe- 
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*^ tition was groundlefs, vexatious, and £canda-. cbap iv. 
" lous, and emulated only for the feditioua 
" purpofesof keeping up a fpirit of difcontent 
^ and clamour in the province ; that nothing 
"had been hud before them which did or 
" could, in their opinion, in any manner or in 
" any degree impeach the honour, integrity, or 
" conduct of the* governor or lieutenant-gover- 
** nor ;" who had been at the fiune time im- 
peached. 

But the operation of his meafures, while gov- 
ernor of the Mafiachufetts, was fo productive 
of misfortune to Great Britain, as well as to the 
united colonies, that Mr, Hutchinfon foon be- 
came the objeft of difguft to all parties. He 
did not live to fee the independence of America 
eftablifhed, but he lived long enough to repent 
in bitternefs of foul, the part he had afted 
againft a country once difpofed to refpeft his 
charafter. After his mind had been involved 
many months in a flate of chagrin, dilappoint- 
ment and defpair, he died on the day the riots 
in London, excited by lord George Gordon, 
were at the height, in the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and eighty. Thofe of the family 
who furvived their unhappy father remained 
in obfcurity in England. 

It muft however be acknowledged that gov- 
ernor Hutchinfon was uniform in his political 
condud. He was educated in reverential ideas. 
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of monarchic government, and confidered him- 
felf the fervant of a king who had entrufted 
him with very high authority. As a true dit 
ciple of paf&ve obedience, he might think him- 
felf bound to promote the deiigns of his maf- 
ter, and thus he might probably releafe his 
confcience from the obligation to aid his coun* 
trymen in their oppoiition to the encroach- 
ments of the crown. In the eye of candor, he 
may therefore be much more excufiible, than 
any who may deviate from their principles and 
profeflions of republicaniim, who have not been 
biafled by the patrons^ of kings, nor influenced 
in favor of monarchy by their early preju- 
dices of education or employment. 
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CHAPTER V. 

General Gage appointed Governor of Maflachufetts. — Gen- 
eral Aflembly meet at^Salem. — A propofal for a Congrefs 
from all the Colonies, to he convened at Philadelphia. — 
Mandamus Counfellors obliged torefign. — Refolutions of 
the General Congrefs.->-Occafional obfervations.—- The 
Maflkchufetts attentive co the military Difcipltne of their 
Youth.— Suffolk Refolves. — A Provincial Congrefs 
chofen in the Maflkchufetts. — Governor Gage fummons 
a new Houfe of Reprefentatives. 

1 HE fpeculatift and the philofopher frequently ^°^'^' 
obferve a cafual fubordination of drcumftances 1774. 
independent of political decifion, which fixes 
the charafter and manners of nations. This 
thought may be pioufly improved till it leads 
the mind to view thofe cafualties, direfted by 
a fecret hand which points the revolutions of 
time, and decides the fate of empires. The 
occafional inftruments for the completion of the 
grand fyftem of Providence, have feldom any 
other ftimulus but the bubble of fame, the luft 
of wealth, or fome contemptible paffion that 
centres in /elf. Even the bofom of virtue 
warmed by higher principles, and the man 
aftuated by nobler motives, walks in a narrow 
^here of comprehenfioil. The fcale by which 
the ideas of mortals are circumfcribed gene- 
rally limits his wiflies to a certain point without 
coniideration, or a juft calculation of ezteniive 
confequences. 
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"^^ ""' Thus while the king of Great Britain was 

1774. contending with the colonies for a three-penny 
duty on tea^ and the Americans with the bold 
fpirit of patriotifm refifUng an encroachment 
on their rights, the one thought they only alk- 
ed a moderate and reafonable indulgence from 
their fovereign, which they had a right to de- 
mand if withheld ; on the other fide, the moft 
fevere and ftrong meafures were adopted and 
exercifed towards the colonies, which parliament 
confidered as only the proper and neceilary 
chaitifement of rebellions fubjeds. Thus on the 
eve of one of the moft remarkable revolutions 
recorded in the page of hiftory, a revolution 
which Great Britain precipitated by her indif- 
cretion, and which the hardieft fons of America 
viewed in the beginning of oppofition as a work 
referved for the enterprifing hand of pofterity, 
few on either fide comprehended the magnitude 
of the conteft, and fewer ftiU had the courage 
to name the independence of the American 
colonies as the ultimatum of their defigns. 

After the fpirits of men had been wrought 
up to a high tone of refentment, by repeated 
injuries on the one hand, and an open refiftance 
on the other, there was little reafon to exped 
a ready compliance with regulations, repugnant 
to the feelings, the principles, and the inter- 
eft of Americans. The parliament of Britain 
therefore thought it expedient to enforce obe- 
dience by the fword, and determined to fend 
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out an armament fufficient for the purpofe, char v. 
early in the fpring one thoufand feven hundred 
and feventy-four. The fubjugation of the col- 
onies by arms, was yet confidered in England 
by fome as a work of fuch facility, that four or 
five regiments, with a few fliips of the line, were 
equal to the bufine&, provided they were com- 
manded by officers who had not fagacity enough 
to judge of the impropriety of the meafures of 
adminiftration, nor humanity to feel for the 
miferies of the people, or liberality to endeavour 
to mitigate the rigors of government. In 
confisquence of this opinion, admiral Montague 
was recalled from Bofton, and admiral Graves 
appcnnted to fucceed, whofe character was 
known to be more avaricious, levere and vigi- 
lant than his predeceffor, and in all refpeds a 
more fit inftrument to execute the weak, indi- 
gefted and irritating fyftem. 

General Gage, unh3q)pily for himfelf, as will 
2^pear in the fequel, was felefted as a proper 
perfon to take the command of all his majefty's 
' forces in North America, and reduce the country 
to fubmiffion. He had married a lady of re- 
fpeftable connexions in New York, and had 
held with confiderable reputation for feveral 
years a military employment in the colonies. 
He was at this time appointed governor and 
commander in chief of the province of Mafla- 
chufetts Bay ; direfted to repair immediately 
there, and on his arrival to remove the feat of 

VOL. I. R 
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cBAT. V. gbvernment fix>m Bofton, arid to convene the 
^^y^ general- affemWy to meet at Salem, a fmaller 
town, fituated about twenty miles from the 
capital. The governor, the lieutenant-governor, 
the fecretary, the board of commiffioners, and 
adl crown officers were ordered by fpedal man- 
date to leave Bofton, and make the town of 
Salem the place of their future refidence. 

A few days before the annual eleftion for May, 
one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-four, 
the new governor of the Maffachufetts arrived* 
He was received by the inhabitants of Bofton 
with the feme refpeft that had been ufually 
fliewn to thofe, who were dignified by the tide 
of the king's reprefentative. An elegant enter- 
tainment was provided at Faneuil Hall, to 
wWch he was efcorted by a company of cadets, 
and attended with great civility by the magif- 
trates and principal gentlemen of the town ; 
and though jealouJy, difguft and refentment 
burnt in the bofom of one party, and the moft 
Unwarrantable defigns occupied the thoughts of 
the other, yet the appearance of politenefs and 
good humor was kept up through the etiquette 
of the day. 

The week following was the anniverfary of 
the general election, agreeable to charter. Th,e 
day was ufhered in with the ufual parade, and^ 
the houfe of reprefentatives proceeded to bufi-^ 
nefs in the common form : but a fpecimen of 
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the meafures to he expefted from the new ad- chap. v. 
minifiration appeared in the firft aA of authority ,^-. 
recorded of governor Gage. A lift of counfeU 
lors was prefented for his approbation, from 
which he erafed the names of thirteen gentle- 
men out of twenty-eight, unanimoufly chofen 
by the free voice of the reprefentatives of the 
people, leaving only a quorum as efiabliihed by 
charter, or it was aj^rehended, in the exercife 
of his new prerogative he might have annihila- 
ted the whole. Moft of the gentlemen on the 
negatived lift had been diftinguiihed for their 
attachment to the ancient conftitution, and their 
decided oppofttion to the prefbnt minifterial 
meaiures. Among them was James Bowdoin, 
Efq. whofe underftanding, difcernment, and 
confdentious deportment, rendered him a very 
unfit inftrument for the views of the court, at 
this extraordinary period. John Winthrop, 
Holliiian profeflbr of mathematics and natural 
philc^phy at Cambridge ; his public condud 
was but the emanation of fuperior genius, unit- 
ed with an excellent heart, as much diftinguiih- 
ed for every private virtue as for his attachment 
to the liberties of a country that m^y glory in 
giving birth to a man of his exalted charader.* 
Colonel Otis of Bamftable, whofe name has 
been alreacty mentioned ; and John Adams, a 

- * Dr. Winthrop was lineally defcended from the firft 
governor of the Maffachufetts, and inherited the virtues and 
talents of his great anceftor, too well known to need any 
encomium. 
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buTtfter at law of rUing alxlitks ; hi» appear- 
ance on the theatre of politics commenced at 
this period ; we fhall meet him again in ftill 
more dignified ftations. lliefe gentlemen had 
been undoubtedly pointed out as obnoxious to 
adminiftration by th^ predcceflfor of gorenKH: 
Gage, as he had not been long enough in the 
province to difcriminate charafters. 

The houfe of reprefentatives did not think 
proper to replace the members of council by a 
new choice ; they iilently bore this indifcreet 
exercife of authority, fenfible it was but a pre- 
lude to the impending ftorm. The affembly 
was the next day adjourned for a week ; at the 
expiration of that time, they were directed to 
meet at Salem. In the interim the governor 
removed himfelf,and the whole band of revenue 
and crown officers deferted the town of Bofton 
at once, as a place devoted to deftruclion. 

Every external appearance of refped was ftill 
kept \ip towards the new governor. The council^ 
the houfe, the judiciary officers, the mercantile 
and other bodies, prepared and offered congrat- 
ulatory addreffes as ufual, on the recent arrival 
of the commander in chief at the feat of govern- 
ment. The incenfe was received both at Bofton 
and Salem with the uiual fatisfaction, except the 
addrefs from the remaining board of counfel- 
lors ; this was checked with afperity, and the 
reading it through forbidden, as the compofi- 
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tioA omtained fome ftriAures on adminiftnu- cwa^.y. 
ticMi, wd cenfured rather too fredy, for the j.^^^ 
^Scate ear of an infuit magiftrate, the conduft 
of fome of his predeceffors. But this was the • 

laft compliment of the kind, ever offered by ei- 
ther branch of the legiflatnre of the Maffachu- 
fetts to a governor appointed by the king of 
Great Britain. No marks of minifterial refent- 
ment had either humbled or intimidated the 
fpirtts, nor {hook the intrepidity of mind necef- 
fitty for the times ; and though it was firft call- 
ed fato aftion in the Maffachufetts it breathed 
ha influence through all the colonies. They all 
feiflied equally prepared to fuffer,and equally de- 
termined to refill in unifon, if no mean but that 
ef^lbkinte fubmiffion was tobe the teft of loyalty. 

The firft day of June, one thoufand feven 
hundred *and feventy-four, the day when the 
Bofton port-bill began to operate, was obferved 
in Bioft erf the colonies with uncommon folem- 
nlty as a day of fafting and prayer. In all of 
tlM»n,fympathy and indignation, compaflion and 
re&ntment, alternately arofe in every bofom. 
A^5€alto relieve, and an alacrity to fupport the 
dSh^ed Bojionians^ feemed to pervade the 
whole continent, except the dependents on the 
cr«ywn, atid their partizans, allured by intereft 
to adhere to the royal caufe. There were in- 
deed a few others in everj^ colony led to unite 
iBvith, and to think favorably of the meafures of 
adminiftration, from their attachment to mon- 
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OAP V. ardiy, in which they had been educated ; and 
"TrTT" fome there were who juftified all things done 
by the hand of power, either from fear, igno- 
I ranee, or imbecility. 

The feffion at Salem was of fhort duration, 
but it was a bufy and an important period.^ 
The leading charafters in the houfe of reprefent- 
atives contemplated the prefent moment, re- 
plete with confequences of the utmoft magni- 
tude J they judged it a crifis that required mea- 
*fures bold and deciiive, though hazardous, and 
that the extrication of their country from the 
deiigns of their enemies, depended much on the 
conduct of the prefent affembly. Their charter 
was on the point of annihilation ; a military gov- 
ernor had juft arrived, with troops on the fpot, 
to fupport the arbitrary fyftems of the court of 
St. James. 

Thefe appearances had a difagreeable effed 
on fome who had before co-operated with the 
patriots ; they began to tremble at the power 
and the feverity of Britain, at a time when finn- 
nefe was moft required, zeal indifpenfable, and 
fecrecy neceffary. Yet thofe who poffeffed the 
energies of mind requifite for the completion or 
the defeat of great defigns, had not their ardor 
or refolution fhaken in the fmalleft degree, by 
cither dangers, threats or careffes. It was a 
prime object to feleft a few members of the 
houfe, that might be trufted mod confidentially 
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on aay emergence. This talk fell on Mi*. Sam- 
ud Adams of Bofton, and Mr. Warren of Ply- 
mottCh. They drew off a few chofen fpirits, who 
met at a place appointed for a fecret confer- 
ence ;* -feveral others were introduced the 
es&ing evening, when a difcuffion of drcum- 
ftances took place. Immediate decifion, and 
dkAoal modes of adion were urged, and fuch 
cautio&y energy and difpatch were obferved by 
thfe daring and dauntlefe fecret council^ that on 
tbe third evening of their conference their bu- 
&aeb was ripe for execution. 

Uris committee had digefted a plan for a 
geMnB congrefs from all the colonies, to confult 
on^tlilt common fafety of America ;t named 
theiafMlwn delegates; and as all prefent were 
coiii^io&d of the neceffity and expediency of 
foch a convention, they eftimated the expenfe, 

'^Jkaiohg theiie the names of Hancock, Cufhing, and 
^M^kf^of SalUvan, Robert Payney and Benjamin Green* 
kcC«f Nlwbur7port» and many others, (hould not be 
fcsgXlx^f but ought always to be mentioned with refpe^, 
tot.AxSf zeal at this critical moment. 

f SaA a remarkable coincidence of opinion, energy and 
Kalfr exiflsed between the provinces of Virginia and the 
Majfifhufetts, that their meafures and refolutions were 
often fimilar, previous to the opportunity for conference. 
Tisosi Ae propriety of a general congrefs had been difcuf- 
l6d flAd agreed upon by the Virginians, before they wete 
mSttmtd of the refolutions of Maflachuietts. Some of the 
cdbMOlonies had contemplated the fame meaf ure, without 
any previous confuhation. 
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cvAr.T. and provided funds for the liquidation, pre- 
*Tirr" pared letters to the other colonies^ enforcing 
the reafons for their ftrong confederacy, and 
difdofed their proceedings to the houfe, before 
the governmental party had the leaft fufpicion 
of their defigns. Before the full difclofure of 
thebufineis they were upon, the doors of the 
houfe were locked, and a vote paffed, that no 
one ihould be fuffered to enter or retire, until 
a final determination took place on the impor- 
tant queftions before them. When thefe de- 
figns were opened, the partizans of adminiftra- 
tion then in the houfe, were thunderftruck 
with meafures fo replete witli ability and vigour, 
and that wore fuch an afped of high and dan- 
gerous confequences. 

Thefe tranfaftions might have been legally 
ftyled treafonabkjbut loyalty had loft its influence, 
and power its terrors. Firm and difmterefted, 
intrepid and united, they ftood ready to fubmit 
to the chances of war, and to facrifice their de- 
voted lives to preferve inviolate, and to trant 
mit to pofterity, the inherent rights of men,con- 
ferred on all by the God of nature, and the priv- 
ileges of Englifhmen, claimed by Americans 
from the facred {anftions of compaft. 

When the meafures agitated in the fecret con- 
ference were laid before the houfe of reprefent- 
atives, one of the members a devotee to all gov- 
ernors, pretended a fudden indifpofition, and re- 
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qttefted leave to withdraw ; he pleaded the ne- chap. v. 
ceffities of nature, was releafed from his uneafy 
confinement, and ran immediately to governor 
Gage with information of the bold and high- 
handed proceedings of the lower houfe. The 
governor not lefs alarmed than the fycophant, 
at thefe unexpefted manceirvres, inftantly direft- 
ed the fecretary to diffolve the aflembly by pro- 
clamation. 

Rnding the doors of the houfe clofed, and no 
prdped of admittance for him, the fecretary de- 
fired the door-keeper to acquaint the houfe he 
had ameflage from the governor, and requefted 
leave to deliver it. The fpeaker replied, that 
it was the -order of the houfe, that no one , 
ihould be permitted to enter on any pretence 
whatever, before the bufinefs they were upon 
was fully completed. -Agitated and embar- 
raiTed, the fecretary then read on the ftairs a 
proclamation for the immediate diflblution of 
the general affembly. 

The main point gained, the delegates for a con- 
grefs chofen, fupplies for their fupport voted,and 
letters to the other colonies requefting them to 
accord in thefe meafures, figned by the fpeak- 
er, the members cheerfully difperfed, and re- 
turned to their conftituents, fatisfied, that not- 
withfianding the precipitant diffolotion of the 
affembly, they had done all that the circum- 
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ftances of the times would admit, to remedy the 
prefent, and guard ^gainft future evils. 

This early ftep to promote the general inte- 
reft of the colonies, and lay the foundation of 
union and concord in all their fubfequent tranf- 
adions, will ever refleft luftre dn the charaiEters 
of thofe who conduced it with fuch firmnefs 
and decifion. It was indeed a very critical era : 
nor were thofe gentlemen infenfible of the 
truth of the obfervation, that *' whoever has a 
** ftanding army at command, has, or may have 
** the ftate." Nor were they lefs fenfible, that in 
the prefent circumftances, while they acknowl- 
edged themfelves the fubjefts of the king of 
England, their conduft muft be ftyled rebellion^ 
and that death muft be the inevitable confe- 
quence of defeat. Yet life was then confider- 
ed a trivial ftake in competition with liberty* 

All the dd colonies except Georgia, readily 
acceded to the propofal of calling a general 
congrefs ; they made immediate exertions that 
there might be no difcord in the councils of the 
feveral provinces, and that their oppofition 
(hould be confiftent, fpirited and fyftematicaL 
Moft of them had prcvioufly laid afide many of 
their local prejudices, and by public refolves and 
various other modes, had expreffed their difguft 
at the fummary proceedings of parliament 
againft the Maffachufetts. They reprobated the 
port-bill in terms of deteftation, raifed liberal 
contributions for the fuffering inhabitants of 
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Bofton, and continued their determinations to ^"^''^- 
fupport that province at every hazard, through ^^74.. 
the conflid in which they were involved. 

In confonnity to the coercive fyftem, the 
governors of all the colonies frowned on the 
fympathetic part the feveral legiflative bodies 
had been difpofed to take with the turbulent 
%efcendants, as they were pleafed to ftyle the 
Maflachufetts, of puritans^ republicans and regi- 
cides. Thus moft of the colonial affemblies 
had been petubntly diffolved, nor could any ap- 
plications from the people prevail on the fu* 
preme magiftrate, to fufFer the reprefentatives 
and burgeffes to meet, and in a legal capacity 
deliberate on meafures moft confiftent with 
loyalty and freedom. But this perfevering 
obftinacy of the governors did not retard the 
refolutions of the people ; they met in parifhes, 
and felefted perfons frona almoft every town, 
to meet in provincial conventions, and there 
to make choice of fuitable delegates to meet in 
general congrefe. 

The beginning of autumn, one thoufand 
feven hundred and feventy-four, was the time 
appointed, and the city of Philadelphia chofen, 
as the moft central and convenient place, for 
this body to meet and deliberate, at fo critical 
a conjunfture. Yet fuch was the attachment 
to Britain, the ftrength of habit, and the influ- 
ence of ancient forms ; fuch the reluftant dread 
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CHAP V. of fpilling human blood, which at that period 
,--. was univerfally felt in America, that there were 
few, who did not ardently wifti fome friendly 
intervention might yet prevent a rupture, which 
probably might (hake the empire of Britsdn, 
and wafte the inhabitants on both fides the At- 
lantic. 

At this early period, there were fome 
who viewed the ftep of their fummoning a 
general congrefs, under exifting circumftances 
of peculiar embarraffmerit, as a prelude to a 
revolution which appeared pregnant with events, 
that might affed not only the political fyftems, 
but the character and manners of a confidera- 
ble part of the habitable globe.* 

America was then little known, her charac- 
ter, ability, and police, lefs underftood abroad ; 
but fhe foon became the objeft of attention 
among the potentates of Europe, the admira- 
tion of both the philofophic and the brave, and 
her fields the theatre of fttme throughout the 
civilized world. Her principles were diffemi- 
nated ; the fe^ds fown in America ripened in the 

* This ohfervation has fmce been verified in the re. 
markable revolution in France ; — a ftruggle for freedom 
on one fide, and the combinations of European monarchs 
on the other, to deprefs and eradicate the fpirit of liber- 
ty caught in Americai was difplayed to the world ; nor 
was any of the combination of princes at the treaty of 
Pilnitz more perfeverii^ in the caufe of defpotifm than 
^t king of Great Britain. 
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more cultivated grounds of Europe, and in- cbap.v. 
fpired ideas among the enflaved nations that 
have long trembled at the name of the bajiile 
and the bajiinado. This may finally lead to the 
completion of prophetic predictions, and fpread 
univerfal liberty and peace, as far at leaft as is 
compatible with the prefent ftate of human na- 
ture. 

The wild vagaries of the perfeSlibility of 
man, fo long as the paffions to which the fpe* 
cies are liable play about the hearts of all, may 
be left to the dreaming fcioliji^ who wanders 
in fearch of impradticable theories. He may 
remain entangled in his own web, while that 
rational liberty, to which all have a right, may 
be exhibited and defended by men of principle 
and heroifm, who better underftand the laws of 
focial order. 

Through the fummcr previous to the meet- 
ing of congrefs, no expreffions of loyalty to the 
fovereign, or affedion to the parent ftate, were 

fjleded in their public declarations. Yet the 
onies feemed to be animated as it were by 
one foul, to train their youth to arms, to with- 
hold all commercial connexion N\ath Great Bri- 
tain, and to cultivate that unanimity neceflary 
to bind fociety when ancient forms are relaxed 
or broken, and the common fafety required the 
affumption of new modes of government. But 
while attentive to the regulations of their in« 
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lernal economy and police, each colony beheld 
with a friendly and compaflionate eye, the fe- 
vere ftruggles of the Maffachufetts, where the 
arm of power was principally levelled, and the 
ebullitions of minifterial refentment poured 
forth, as if to terrify the lifter provinces into 
fubmiflion. 

Not long after the diffolution of the laft af- 
fembly ever convened in that province on the 
principles of their former charter, admiral 
Graves arrived in Bofton, with feveral fliips of 
the line and a number of tranfports laden with 
troops, military ftores, and all warlike accoutre- 
ments. The troops landed peaceably, took pof- 
feflion of the open grounds, and formed feveral 
encampments within the town. 

At the fame time arrived the bill for new 
modelling the government of the Maflachufetts. 
By this bill their former charter was entirely 
vacated : a council of thirty-fix members was 
appointed by mandamus^ to hold their places dur- 
ing the king's pleafure ; all judges, juftic^ 
flierifFs, &c. were to be appointed by the gB 
vernor, without the advice of council, and to 
be removed at his fole option. Jurors in fu- 
ture were to be named by the flierifF, inftead of 
the ufual and more impartial mode of drawing 
them by lot. All town-meetings without ex- 
prefs leave from the governor were forbidden, 
except thofe annually held in the fpring for the 
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choice of reprefentatives and town-officers. Se- 
veral other violations of the former compafl: 1774. 
completed the iyftem. 

This new mode of government, though it 
had been for fome time expefted, occafioned 
fuch loud complaints, fuch univerfal murmurs, 
that feveral of the newly appointed counfellors 
had not the courage to accept places which they 
were fenfible would refleft difgrace on their 
memory. Two of them* feemed really to 
decline from principle, and publickly declared 
they would have no hand in the derelidion of 
the rights of their country. Several others re- 
linquilhed their feats for fear of offending their 
countrymen ; but moft of them, felecled by 
Mr. Hutchinfon as proper inftruments for the 
purpofe, were deftitute of all ideas of public 
virtue. They readily took the qualifying oaths, • 
and engaged t6 lend their hand to erafe the laft 
veftige of freedom in that devoted province. 

The people ftill firm and undaunted, affem- 
Wed in multitudes and repaired to the houfes 
of the obnoxious counfellors. They demanded 
an immediate refignation of their unconftitu- 
tional appointments, and a folemn affurance 
that they would never accept any office incom- 
patible with the former privileges enjoyed by 
their country. Some of them terrified by the 

•Thefe were James Ruflell, Efq. of Charleftown, and 
Wiyiam Vaffal, Efq. of Bofton, 
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cHAF.f. refolution of the people complied, and re- 
.^^. mained afterwards quiet and unmolefled in 
their own houfes. Others, who had proftrated 
all principle in the hope of preferment, and 
were hardy enough to go every length to fecure 
it, confcious of the guilty part they had afted, 
made their efcape into Bofton where they were 
fure of the protedion of the king's troops. In- 
deed that unhappy town Xoon became the re- 
ceptacle of all the devotees to minifterial m^af^^ 
ures from every part of the province : they 
there confoled themfelves with the barbarous 
hope, that parliament would take the fevereft 
meafures to enforce their own afts ; nor were 
thefe hopes unfounded. 

It has been obferved that by the late edift 
for the better adminijiration oijujiice in the Maf- 
fachufettsj any man was liable on the flighteft 
fufpUion of treafoTtj or mifprifion o/iireafon^ to be 
dragged from his own family or vicinity, to any 
part of the king of England's dominions for 
trial. It was now reported that general Gage 
had orders to arreft the leading charafters in 
oppofition, and tranfport them beyond fea, and 
that a reinforcement of troops might be hourly 
expefted fufficient to enable him to execute all 
tlie mad projefts of a rafli and unprincipled 
miniftry. 

Though the operation of this fyftem in its 
utmoft latitude was daily threatened and ex- 
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pefted, it made little impreffion on a people chap. v. 
determined to withhold even a tacit confent to 
any infradlions on their charter. They confid- 
ered the prefent meafures as a breach of a fol- 
emn covenant, which at the fame time that it 
fubjefted them to the authority of the king of 
England, ftipulated to them the equal enjoy- 
ment of all the rights and privileges of free and 
natural born fubjefts. They chofe to hazard 
the confequences of returning back to a ftate of 
nature, jather than quietly fubmit tounjuft and 
arbitrary meafures continually accumulating. 
This was a dangerous experiment, though they 
were fenfible that the neceffities of man will 
foon reftore order and fubordination, even from 
confiifion and anarchy : on the contrary, the 
yoke of defpotifm once rivetted, no human fe- 
gacity can juftly calculate its termination. 

Wliile matters hung in this fufpenfe, th« 
people in all the Ihire towns coUefted in prodi- 
gious numtifers to prevent the fitting of the 
courts of common law ; forbidding the juftices 
to meet, or the jurors to empannel, and obliging 
all civil magiftrates to bind themfelves by oath, 
not to conform to the late afts of parliament in 
any judiciary proceedings ; and all military offi- 
cers were called upon to refign their commit, 
fions. Thus were the bands-of fociety relaxed, 
law fet at defiance, and government unhinged 
throughout the province. Perhaps this may be 

VOL. u T 
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marked in the annals of time, as one of the moft 
extraordinary eras in the hiftory of man : the 
exertions of fpirit awakened by the fevere hand 
of power had led to that moft alarming experi- 
ment of levelling all ranks, and deftroying all 
fubordination. 

It cannot be denied that nothing is more 
difficult than to reftrain the provoked multi- 
tude, when once aroufed by a fenfe of wrong, 
from that fupinenefs which generally over- 
fpreads the common clafs of mankind. Igno- 
rant and fierce, they know not in the firft 
ebullitions of refentment, how to repel with 
fafety the arm of the oppreffor. It is a work 
of time to eftablifli a regular oppofition to long 
eftabliflied tyranny. A celebrated writer has 
obferved, that '* men bear with the defefts in 
" their police, as they do with their inconve- 
" niences and hardfhips in living :" and perhaps 
the facility of the human mind in adapting it- 
felf to its circumftances, was never more re- 
markably exemplified, than it was at this time 
in America. 

Trade had long been embarraffed throughout 
the colonies by the reftraints of parliament and 
the rapacity of revenue officers ; the fliutting 
up the port of BoftOn w^s felt in every villa of 
the New England colonies ; the bill for altering 
the conftitution of Maffachufetts, prevented aU 
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legiflative proceedings ; the executive officers chap, t 
were rendered incapable of ading in their fev- 
eral departments, and the courts of juftice Ihut 
up. It muft be afcribed to the virtue of the 
people, however reluftant fome may be to ac- 
knowledge this truth, that they did not feel the 
effeds of anarchy in the extreme. 

But a general forbearance and complacency 
feemed for a time almoft to preclude the necef- 
fity of legal reftraint j and except in a few in- 
flances, when the indifcretion. of individuals 
provoked abufe, there was lefs violence and per- 
fonal infult than perhaps ever was known in the 
iame period of time, when all political union 
was broken down, and private a^edion weak- 
ened, by the virulence of party prejudice, which 
generally cuts in funder the bands of focial and 
friendly connexion. The people irritated in 
the higheft degree, the fword feemed to be 
half drawn from the fcabbard, while the trem- 
bling hand appeared unwilling to difplay its 
whetted point ; and all America, as well as the 
Maflachufetts, fufpended all partial oppofition, 
and waited in anxious hope and expectation the 
dedfions of a continental congrefs. 

This refpefted affembly, the Amphy6lions of 
the weftem world, convened by the free fuf- 
frages of twelve colonies, met at the time pro- 
pofed, on the fourth of September, one thou- 
land feven hundred and feventy-four. They 
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cHAP.v. entered on bufinefe with hearts warmed with 
the love of their country, a fenfe of the com- 
mon and equal rights of man, and the dignity 
of human nature. Peyton Randolph, Efq. a 
gentleman from Virginia, whofe fobriety, integ^ 
rity, and political abilities, qualified him for the 
important ftation, was unanimoufly chofen to 
prefide in this grand council of American peers. 

Though this body was fenfibly afFefted by the 
many injuries received from the parent ftate, 
their firft wifli was a reconciliation on terms of 
reciprocity, juftice, and honor. In confequence 
of thefe fentiments they cautioufly avoided, as 
far as was confiftent with the duty due to their 
conftituents, every thing that might tend to 
widen the breach between Great-Britain and 
the colonies. Yet they were determined, if 
parliament continued deaf to the calls of juftice, 
not to fubmit to the yoke of tyranny, but to 
take the preparatory fteps neceflary for a vigo- 
rous refiftance. 

After a thorough difcuffion of the civil, po- 
litical, and commercial interefts of both coun- 
tries, the natural ties, and the mutual benefits 
f efulting from the ftrifteft amity, and the un- 
happy confequences that muft enfue, if driven 
to the laft appeal, they refolved on a dutiftil 
and loyal petition to the king, recapitulating 
their grievances, and imploring redrefs ; they 
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modeftly remonftrated, and obliquely cenfur- chap. v. 
ed the authors of thofe mifchiefs, which filled ' 
all America with complaint. 

They drew up an afFedionate, but fpirited 
memorial to the people of England, reminding 
them that they held their own boafted liberties 
on a precarious tenure, if government, under 
4he fandion of parliamentary authority, might 
enforce by the terrors of the fword their un- 
conftitutional edifts. They informed them, 
that they determined, from a fenfe of juftice to 
pofterity, and for the honor of human nature, 
to refift all infringementis on the natural rights 
of men ; that, if neither the diftates of equity, 
nor the fuggeftions of humanity, were power- 
ful enough to reftrain a wanton adminiftration 
from fhedding blood in a caufe fo derogatory to 
the principles of juftice^ not all the exertions of 
fuperior ftrength fliould lead them to fubmit 
fervilely to the impofitions of a foreign power. 
They forwarded a well-adapted addrefs to the 
French inhabitants of Canada, t;o which they 
ful^oined a detail of their rights, with obferva- 
tions on the alarming afpeft of the late Quebec 
bill, and invited them to join in the common 
aufe of America. 

Energy and predfion, political ability, and the 
genmne amor patria^ marked the meafures of 
the fliort feflion of this congrefs. They con- 
cluded their proceedings with an addrefs to the 
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feveral American colonies, exhorting them to 
union and perfeverance in the modes of oppo- 
fition they had pointed out. Among the moft 
important of thefe was a ftrong recommenda- 
tion to difcontinue all commerce with Great 
Britain, and encourage the improvement of arts 
and manufaftures among themfelves. They ex- 
horted all ranks and orders of men to a ftrift 
adherence to induftry, frugality, and fobriety of 
manners ; and to look primarily to the fupreme 
Ruler of the univerfe, who is able to defeat the 
crafty defigris of the moft potent enemy. They 
agreed on a declaration of rights, and entered 
into an affociation, to which the fignature of 
every member of congrefs was affixed ;* in 
which they bound themfelves to fufpend all 
farther intercourfe with Great Britain, to im- 
port no merchandize from that hoftile country, 
to abftain from the ufe of all India teas; and that 
after a limited time, if a radical redrefs of 
grievances was not obtained, no American pro- 
duce fhould be exported either to England or 
the Weft India iflands under the jurifdiftion of 
Britain. 

To thefe recommendations were added feveral 
fumptuary refolves ; after which they advifed 
their conftituents to a new choice of delegates, 
to meet in congrefs on the tenth of May, one 
thoufand feven hundred and feventy-five : they 

* See Appendix, No. X. 
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judged it probable that, by that time, they cuap.v. 
fliould hear the fuccefs of their petitions to the 
throne. They then prudently diffolved them- 
felves, and returned to their private occupations 
in their feveral provinces, there to wait the op- 
eration of their refolutions and addreffes. 

It is fcarcely poffible to defcribe the influence 
of the tranfitftions and refolves of congrefs on 
the generality of the people throughout the wide 
extended continent of America. Hiftory re- 
cords no injunftions of men, that were ever 
more religioufly obferved ; or any human laws 
more readily and univerfally obeyed, than were 
the recommendations of this revered body. It 
b indeed a Angular phenomenon in the ftory of 
human conduct, that when all legal inftitutions 
were aboliihed, and long eftabliflied govern- 
ments at once annihilated in fo many diflinft 
ftates, that the recommendations of commit- 
tees and conventions, not enforced by penal 
(anftions, fliould be equally influential and bind- 
ing with the fevereft code of law, backed by 
royal authority, and fl:rengthened by the mur- 
dering fword of defpotifm. Doubtl4fs the fear 
of popular refentment operated on fome, with 
a force equal to the rod of the magiftrate : the 
fingular punifliments,* inflifted in fome inftan- 
ces by an inflamed rabble, on a few who en- 

^ Such as tarring and featlierlng, &c. 
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cuAP.v. deavored to counteraft the public meafures, 
J-,.. deterred others from openly violating the pub- 
lic refolves, and ading againft the general con* 
fent of the people. 

Not the bittereft foe to American freedom^ 
whatever might be his wiflies, prefumed to 
counteract the general voice by an avowed im- 
• portation of a fingle article of Britifh merchan- 
dize, after tlie firft day of February, one thou- 
fand feven hundred and feventy-five. The 
cargoes of all veffels that happened to arrive af- 
ter this limited period'"were punftually deliver- 
ed to the committees of correfpondence, in the 
firft port of their arrival, and fold at public 
auction. The prime coft and charges, and the 
half of one per cent, was paid to the owners, 
and the furplus of the profits ^"us appropriated 
to the relief of the diftreffed inhabitants of Bof- 
ton, agreeable to the feventh article in the af- 
fociation of the continental congrefe. 

The voice of the multitude is as the rufliing 
down of a torrent, nor is it ftrange that feme 
outrages were committed againft a few obfti- 
nate and imprudent partizans of the coyrt, by 
perfons of as little confideration as themfelves. 
It is true that in the courfe of the arduous 
ftruggle, there were many irregularities that 
could not be juftified, and fome violences in 
confequence of the general difcontent, that will 
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not ftand the teft, when examined at the bar of 
equity ; yet perhaps fewer than ever took place 
in any country under finiiilar circutnftanccs* 
Witnefs the convulfions of Rome on the demo^ 
Ktion of her firft race of kings j the infurre&ions 
^d commotions of her colonies before the 
downfal of the commonwealth ; and to come 
nearer home^ the confuiions, the mobs, the cru- 
elties in Britain inJtheir civil convulfions> from 
William the conqueror to the days of the Stu- 
arts, and from the arbitrary Stuarts to the ri- 
ots of London and Liverpool, even in the reign 
of George the third. 

Many other inftances of the dread effects of 
popular commotion, when wrought up to relift- 
ance by the oppreffive hand of power, might be 
adduced from the hiftory of nations,* and the 

* France might have been mentionedy as a remarkable 
mtomce of the truth of thefe obfervations, had they not 
been written feveral years before the extraordinary revolu- 
tions and cruel convuldonB^ that have fince agitated that 
mdiappy country. Every one will obierve the aftoniflimg 
£fference in the condud of the people of America and of 
France, in the two revolutions which took place within a 
few years of each other. In the one, all was hprror, rob- 
bery, aflaflinatioq, murder, devaftation and maffacre ; in 
die other^ a general fenfe of reditude checked the com^ 
miflion of thofe crimes, and the dread of fpilling human 
blood withheld for a time tHe hand of party, even when 
the paffions were irritated to the extreme. This muft be 
attributed to the dt£Ferait religion, government, laws and 
manners of the two countries, previous to thtfe great 

VOL.. I. V 
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cBAP.T. ferodty of human nature, when not governed 
~~~ ^ intereft or fear. Coniidering th^ right of 
perfonal liberty, which every one juftly claims, 
the tenacious regard to property, and the pride 
of opinion, which fometimes operates to the 
diffolution of the tendereft ties of nature, it 
is wonderful, when the mind was elevated 
by thefe powerful fprings, and the paffions 
whetted by oppofition or infult, that riot and 
confufion, defolation and bloodihed, * was not 
die fsital confequence of the long interregnum 
of law and government throughout the ccJonies. 
Yet not a life was loft till the trump of war 
fummoned all parties to the fields 

Valor is an inftinft that appears even among 
lavages, as a didate of nature planted for feif* 
defence ; but patriotifm on the difiufive prind* 
pies of general benevolence, is the child of 
fodety. This virtue with the fair acompliih* 
ments of fdence, gradually grows and increafes 
with dvilization, until refinement is wrought 
to a height that poifons and corrupts the mind* 
This appears when the accumulation of wealth 
is rapid, and the gratifications of luxurious 
sqppetite become eafy ; the fSeeds of benevolence 
are then often deftroyed, and the man reverts 

events ; not to any difference in the nature of man ; in 
funilar circumftances, revenge, cruelty, confufion, and ev^ 
ry evil work, operate equally on tho ungovemed paffions 
of men in all nations. 
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back to felfifh barbarifm, and feels no check crap. v. 
to his rapacity and boundlefe ambition, though -..-. ~ 
his paffions may be frequently veiled under va- 
rious alluring and deceptive appearances. 

America was now a fair field for a tranfcript 
of all the virtues and vices that have illumined 
or darkened, difgraced and reigned triumphant 
In their turn over all the other quarters of the 
habitable globe. The progrefe of every thing 
had there been remarkably rapid, from the firft 
fettlement of the country. Learning was cul- 
tivated, knowledge diffeminated, politenefs and 
morals improved, and valor and patriotifm che- 
riihed, in proportion to the rapidity of her 
pq[nilation. This extraordinary cultivation of 
arts and manners may. be accounted4br, from 
the ftage of fodety and improvement in which 
the firft planters of America were educated be- 
ftnre they left their native dime. The firft 
emigrations to North America were not com- 
pofed of aftrolling banditti of rude nations, 
like the firft people of moft other colonies in the 
hiftory of the world. The early fettlers in the 
newly difcovered continent were as fsur advan- 
ced in dvilization, policy, and manners ; in their 
ideas of government, th,e nature of compads, 
and the bands of dvil union, as any of their 
neighbors at that period among the moft pol- 
ifhed nations of Europe. Thus they foon grew 
to maturity, and became able to vie with their 
European anceftors in arts, in arms, in perfpi- 
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CBA*. ▼. cuity in the cabinet, courage in the field, and 
ability for foreign negociations, in the lame 
ipace of time that moft other colonies have re^ 
quired to pare oflF the ruggednefs of their native 
ferocity, eftablifli the rudiments of civU fodety, 
amd b^gin the fal^c of government and jurif- 
prudence. Yet as they were not fully fenfible of 
their own ftrength and abilities, they wiflied 
iUll to hang upon the arm, and look up for pro- 
tection to their original parent. 

The united voice of millions (till acknowU 
^dged the fceptre of Brunfwick; firmly attached 
to the houfe of Hanover, educated in the prin- 
ciples of monarchy, and fond of that mode of 
government under cert^dn limitations, they 
were ftill petitioning the king of England 
only to be reftored to the fame footing of 
privilege daimed by his other fubjeds, and 
wiihed ardently to keep the way open to a re* 
union, confiftent with their ideas of honor and 
freedom. 

Thus the grand council of th^ union were 
difpofed to w^t the operations of time, without 
hurrying to momentous decifions that might 
in a degree have fanftioned feverities in the 
parent ftate that would have Ihut up every ave- 
pue to reconciliation. While the reprefenta- 
tives of all the provinces had thus been deliber- 
ating, the individual colonies were far from b^- 
ing idle. Provincial congreffes an^ copv^n^ 
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tions had in almoft every province taken place 
of the old forms of legiflation and government, 
and they were all equally induftrious and unit- 
ed in the fame modes to combat the intrigues 
of the governmental fedion, which equally in- 
fefted the whole, though the eaftern borders of 
the continent more immediately fuflfered. But 
their inftitutions in infancy, commerce fufpend- 
ed, and their property feized ; threatened by 
the national orators, by the proud chieftains of 
military departments, and by the Britilh fleet 
and army diaily augmenting, hoflilities of the 
moft ferious nature lowered on all fides ; the 
artillery of war arid the fire of rhetoric feemed 
to combine for the deftruftion of America. 

f 
The minds of the people at this period, 

though not difmayed, were generally folemnizi- 

ed, in expe^tion of events, decifive both to 

political and private happinels, and every brow 

appeared expreffive of fober anxiety. The peo^ 

pie trembled for their liberties, the merchant for 

lus intereft, the tories for their places, the whigs 

for their country, and the virtuous for the man- 

jiers of fociety. 

It muft be allowed that the genius of Amer- 
ica was bold, refdute and enterprifing ; tena- 
cious of the rights their fathers had endured 
fuch hardfhips to purchafe, they determined to 
defend to the laft breath the invaluable poffet 
jion. To check this ardent charafteriftic it 
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had, previous to the time we are upon^ beea 
confidered, as if by common confent among 
the plantation governors, a ftroke of poKcy to 
deprefs the militia of the country. All mili- 
tary difdpline had for feveral years been totally 
neglefted ; thus untrained to arms, whenever 
there had been an occafional call in aid of Brit* 
iih operations in America, the militia vmre 
confidered as a ruftic fet of auxiliaries, and 
employed not only in the leaft honorable, but 
the moft menial fervices* Though this indig- 
nity was felt, it was never properly refented ; 
they had borne the burthen of fatigue and fu* 
bordination without much complaint : but the 
martial fpirit of the country now became con- 
fpicuous, and the inclination of the youth of 
every clafs was univerfally cheriflied, and mili- 
tary evolutions were the interludes that moft 
delighted even children in the intermiflion of 
their fedentary exercifes at fchool. 

Among the manoeuvres of this period of ex- 
pedation, a certain quota of hardy youth were 
drawn from the train-bands in every town, who 
were ftyled minute men. They voluntarily de- 
voted a daily portion of their time to improve 
themfelves in the military art, under officers of 
their own choice. Thus when hoftilities com- 
menced, every diftrift could furniih a number 
of foldiers, who wanted nothing but experience 
in the operations of war, to make them a match 
for any troops the fovereign of Britain could 
boaft. 
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Hms military ardor wore an unpleafant at chap.v. 
peft in the eyes of adminiftration* By a letter 
from lord Dartmouth to general Gage, foon 
after he was appointed governor of the Maffa- 
chufetts, it appeared that a projeft for difarm- 
ing certain provinces was ferioufly contemplated 
in the cabinet.* The parliament aftually pro- 
hibited the exportation of arms, ammunition 
and military ftores to any part of America, ex- 
cept for their ovioi fleets and armies employed 
in the colonies ; and the king's troops were 
frequently fent out in finall parties to difrnantle 
the forts, and feize the powder magazines or 
other military ftores wherever they could be 
found. The people throughout the colonies 
with better fuccefs, took iimilar meafures to 
fecure to themfelves whatever warlike ftores 
•were already in the country. Thus a kind of 
predatory ftruggle almoft univerlally took place ; 
every appearance of hoftilities was difcoveraUe 
m the occafional rencontres, except the draw- 
iig.of blood, which was for a time fufpended j 
debyed on one fide from an apprehenfion that 
they were not quite ripe for the conflict ; on 
the other, from an expeftation of reinforce- 
• 
♦ General Gage in his reply to the niinifter upon the 
above faggeftion, obferves, " Your lordfhip's idea of 
** cBkining certain provinces, would doubtlefs be confift- 

* cnt with prudence and fafety ; but it neither is, nor has 

• been pradicable, without having recourfe to forci : we 
<* nuft firft Ucome xnafters of the cosntry.'' 
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cBAP.v. tnents that might enfure vidory on the eafieft 
terms ; and perhaps by both, from the recoUec« 
tion of former connexion and attachment. 

A difunion of the colonies had long been zeal^* 
Oufly wiflied for, and vainly attenipted by ad- 
miniftration ; as that could not be eflfeded, it 
was deemed a wife and politic meafure, to make 
an example of one they judged the moft refrac- 
tory. Thus refentment feemed particularly 
levelled at the Maflachufetts ; confequendy 
they obliged that colony firft to meafure the 
fword with theliardy veterans of Britain. 

The fpirited proceedings of the county of 
Sufiblk, foon after the arrival of governor 
Gage, and his hafty difiblution of the general 
aflembly, in fome meafure damped the expe£la» § 
tion of the miniftry, who had flattered jhem- 
felves that the depreflion and ruin of the Maf** 
iachufetts would ftrike terror through the 
other provinces, and render the work oT con^ 
queft more eafy. But the decifion and energy 
of this convention, compofed of members from 
the principal towns in the county, difcovered 
that the fpirit of Americans at that time was 
not to be coerced by dragoons ; and that if one 
colony, under the immediate frowns of govern- 
ment, with an army in their capital, were dnis 
bold and determined, new calculations muft be 
made for the fubjugation of alL 
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The convention met in SufFolk, at once unani- chap. v. 
moufly renounced the authority of the new 
legiflature, and engaged to bear harmlefs all 
officers who fhould refufe to ad under it. They 
pronounced all thofe, who had accepted feats at 
the board of council by mandamus, the incor- 
rigible enemies of their country. They recom- 
mended to the people to perfeft themfelves in 
the art of war, and to prepare to refift by force 
of arms, every hoftile invafion* They refolved, 
that if any perfon Ihould be apprehended for 
his exertions in the public caufe, reprifals fhould 
be made, by feizing and holding in cuftody the 
principal officers of the crown, wherever they 
could be found, until ample juftice fhould be 
done. They advifed the colleftors and receiv- 
ers of all public monies, to hold it in their hands, 
till appropriations fhould be direfted by autho- 
rity of a provincial congrefs. They earnefUy 
urged an immediate choice of delegates for that 
purpofe, and recommended their convening at 
Salem. 

Thefe and feveral other refolves in the fame 
flyle and manner, were confidered by govern- 
ment as the mofl overt afts of ireafon that 
had yet taken place; but their doings were 
but a fpecimen of the fpirit which actuated the 
whole province. Every town, with the utmofl 
alacrity, chofe one or more of the mofl refpefta- 
ble gentlemen, to meet in provincial congrefs, 

VOL. I. w 
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agreeable to the recommendation on th« 
fifteenth of Odober, one thoufand feven hun* 
dred and feventy-four. They were requefted 
by their conftituents, to take into confideration 
the diftreffed ftate of the country, and to depte 
the moft practicable meafures to extricate the 
people from their prefent perplexed fituation. 

In the mean time, to preclude the appearance 
of neceffity for fuch a convention, governor 
Gage iffued precepts, fummoning a new general 
affembly to meet at Salem, the v/eek preceding 
the time appointed for the meeting of the corf* 
vention. The people obeyed the order of the 
governor, and every where chofe their repre- 
fentatives ; but they all chofe the fame perfoifi" 
they had recently delegated to meet in conven- 
tion. Whether the governor was apprehenfiye 
that it would not be fafe for his mandamus 
council to venture out of the capital, dt 
whether confcious that it would not be a con- 
ftitutional affembly, or from the imbecility 'df 
his own mind, in a fituation altogether new to 
him, is uncertain ; but from whatever caufe If 
arofe, he difcovered his embarraffment by a 
proclamation, dated the day before he was to' 
meet them at Salem, to dilTolve the new houie 
of reprefentatives. This extraordinary diflfdfcif 
tion only precipitated the pre-determination of 
the delegates ; they had taken their line of 
conduft, and their determinations were not 
feifily ihaken. 
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gfen by the houfe on the day 
Ion had alfo, as requefted, re- 
The defign was, to proceed 
as nfua], without any notice of the 
ion of their charter. Their determi* 
^•Hws, if the governor refufed to meet 
ff ^countenance them, to confider him as 
fipom the province. It had been ufual 
ijjfljllll£ifhe old charter, when the governor's 
^ "" could not be obtained, by reafon of 
iabfence, that by the names of fifteen 
affixed thereto, all the afts of 
were equally valid, as when figned by 
f^nor. But by the extraordinary con- 
' jjier chief magiflrate, the general affem- 
1 J^ft at liberty to complete meafures in 
ie or form that appeared mofl expe- 
cordingly they adjourned to Cqncord, 
[^Stuated about thirty miles from Salem, 
profecuted the bufinefs of their con-- 



169 



1774. 



i\t was not yet thought prudent to afTume 
^.pbwers of an organized government, 
\ a prefident, and afted as a provincial 
> as previoufly propofed. They recom- 
to the militia to choofe their own 
and fubmit to regular difcipline at 
fJl^rice a week, and that a fourth part of 
li'&ould be draughted, and hold themfelves 
^J;jeadinefs to march at a moment's warning 
\ct any part of t,he province. They recon> 
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their own refolves, and to j|^H|p courts of 
common law (hut till fome futi^period, when 
juftice could be legally adminiftered. They ap. 
pointed a committee of fupplies to provide 
ammunition, provifions, and warlike ftores^ und 
to depofite them in fome place of fafety, ready 
for ufe, if they fhould be obliged to take up 
arms in defence of their rights. 

This bufinefs required talents and energy to 
make arrangements for exigencies, new and 
untried. Fortunately Elbridge Gerry, Efq. vhjg 
placed at the head of this cpmmiflion, who exe- 
cuted it with his ufual punduality and indefati- 
gable induftry. This gentleman entered from 
principle, early in the oppofition to Britiih en-* 
croachments, and continued one of the moft 
uniform republicans to the end of the conteft. 
He was the next year chofen a delegate to the 
continental congrefs. Firm, exaft, perfpicuous, 
and tenacious of public and private honor, 
he rendered eflential fervice to the union for 
many years that he continued a member of 
that honorable body.* 

♦ Mr. Gerry's fervices and exertions to promote the 
public intereft through every important Ration which he 
filled, from this period until he was appointed to negociate 
with tlie republic of France in the year one thoufand fe- 
ven hundred and ninety-eight, were uniform. There hia 
indefatigable zeal, his penetration, and cool perfeverance, 
when every thing appeared on the eve of a rupture between 
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l^^.pravinciai congreis appointed a commits chap. v. 
tm J0i lafety, confifting of lune members, and 
vcvd them with powers to aft as they ihould 
fffjk for the public fervice, in the recefs, and to 
^di^iein together again, on any extraordinary 
eifjjflgdikce y and before they feparated, they 
dtt^K a new fet of delegates, to meet in general 
opografe the enfuing fpring. After this they held 
a Qpoforence with the committees of donation 
and cCMrrefpondence, and the feleftmen of the 
tagipkdl Bofton, on the expediency of an effort 
tflLMXiOve the inhabitants from a town block* 
a^|4 o>^ .^ fides. They then feparated for a 
fiv 'wedcs, to exert their influence in aid to th^ 
idUlM^^ ^^ ^^^ people ; to flrengthen their 
ie^ and prepare them for the approach* 

I'ftoroif which they were feniible could be at 
: diftance. 

^fcragh the inhabitants of Bofton were Ihut 
miit garrifon, infulted by the troops, and in 
ajpjT refpefts felt the evils of a fevere military 
gtlKiiiiment ; yet the difficulty of removing 
thOB&ndsfrom their refidence in the capital, to 
iiMlt an afylum in the country on the eve of 
wiitter, appeared fraught with inconveniencies 
tQ0 "great to be attempted ; tfcey were of confe* 
5, the moft of them obliged to continue 



dtt.two republics, laid the foundation and formed the out- 
lines of an accommodation, which foon after terminated in 
a&,9inicable ueaty between France and the United States 
of America, 
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amicUb the outrages of a licentious army, aAti 
wait patiently the events of the enfuing fpring. 

The principal inhabitants of the town, thou^ 
more immediately under the eye of their op- 
preflbrs, loft no part of their determined fpirit,- 
but ftill afted in unifon with their friends more 
at liberty without the city. A bold inftance of 
this appeared, when Mr. Oliver, the chief juf- 
tice, regardlefs of the impeachment that lay 
againft him,«attempted with his aflbciates to 
open the fuperior court, and tranfacl bufine& 
according to the new regulations. Advertife-s 
ments were pofted in feveral public places, for- 
bidding on their peril, the attornies and barrit 
ters at law, to carry any caufe up to the bar. 
Both the grand and petit-jurors refufed attend* • 
ance, and finally the court was obliged to ad* 
journ without day, 

Thefe circumftances greatly alarmed the par-i 
ty, more efpecially thofe natives of the couik 
try who had taken fanchiary under the ban- 
ners of an officer, who had orders to enforce 
the afts of adminiftratlon, even at the point of 
the bayonet. Apprehenfive they might be 
dragged from their afylum within the gates, 
they were continually urging general Gage ta 
more vigorous meafures without. They afluTn 
ed him, that it would be eafy for him to exe- 
cute the defigns of government, provided he 
would by law-martial feiaje, try, or tranfport 
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to Et^^d, fuch perfons as were moft partial- ^ia^.v. 
Ia/fy%bnoxious ; and that if the people once ^^ 
iawlum thus determined, they would facrifice 
t&lbP'I^ders and fubmit quietly. 

'5roeyaffociated,and bound themfelves by cov- 

efSSSt^ ttt'go all lengths in fupport of the proj- 

e3:?^trf"adminiftration againft their country; 

buCffi^^neral, affured of reinforcements in 

tbfrj||&g, fufficient to enable him to open a 

m^^^ campaign, and not remarkable for ref- 

dBpfel'or aftivity, had not the courage, and 

p^Mps rot the inclination, to try the dan- 

g«ms experiment, till he felt himfelf ftrong- 

efr ^e w*as alfo fenfible of the ftriking fimi- 

bJ^. df "genius, manners, and condud of the 

' Co^Sl^^ m union. It was obfervable to every 

0^ ■ Asrc local prejudices, either in religion 

or government, tafte or politics, were fuf- 

pd^fedy and that every diftinftion was funk, 

in^e confideration of the neceffity of con- 

Q^msi and vigor in one general fyftem of 

d^mce. He therefore proceeded no far- 

tmrT 4^ring the winter, than publifliing proc- 

hfioJBbiis againft congreffes, committees, and 

a«rvao(tions, ftyling all affociations of the kind 

i^smul and treafonable combinations, and 

fellllJlSing all perfons to pay the fmalleft re- 

gaMTro their recommendations, on penalty of 

hi^%ajefty's fevereft difpleafure. 
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Thefe feeble exertions only confirmed the 
people in their adherence to the modes point- 
ed out by thofej to whom they had intruded 
the fafety of the commonwealth. The only 
a6live movement of the feafon was that of a 
party commanded by colonel Leflie, who de- 
parted from Caftle William on the evening of 
Saturday, February twenty-feventh, one thou- 
fand feven hundred and feventy-five, on a fe- 
cret expedition to Salem. The defign was 
principally to feize a few cannon on the enfu- 
ing morning. The people apprized of his ap* 
proach, drew up a bridge over which his 
troops were to pafs. Leflie, finding his paflage 
would be difputed, and having no orders to 
proceed to blows, after much expoftulation 
engaged, that if he might be permitted to go 
on the ground, he would moieft neither public 
nor private property. The bridge was imme- 
diately let down, and through a line of armed 
inhabitants, ready to take vengeance on a for- 
feiture of his word, he only marched to the 
extreme part of the town, and then returned 
to Bofton, to the mortification of himfelf and 
of his friends, that an officer of colonel Leflie's 
acknowledged bravery fliould be fent out on 
fo frivolous an errand. 

This incident difcovered the determination 
of the Americans, carefully to avoid every 
thing that had the appearance of beginning 
hoftilities on their part ; an imputation that 
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might have been attended with great incon- ^^^•^- 
veniencej nor indeed were they prepared to 177^^ 
precipitate a confliA, the confequences and 
the termination of which no human calcnla* 
tion could reach. This manoeuvre alfo dif- 
covered that the people of the country were* 
not deficient in point of courage, but that 
they flood charged for a refiftance, that might 
finite the fceptred hand, whenever it fhould 
be firetched forth to arreft by force the inher- 
itance purchafed by the blood of anceftors, 
whofe felf-denying virtues had rivalled the ad- 
mired heroes of antiquity. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Parliamentary Divifions pn American AflEairs— curforyOb* 
iervations and Events.— Meafures for raiQng an Army of 
Obfervation by the four New England Governments of 
New Haropfhire, M aiTacbufetts, Rhode Iflandy and Con- 
nedicut.^-Battle of Lexington. — Sketches of the Con- 
dud and Charaders of the Governors t)f the fouthem 
Provinces. — ^Ticonderoga taken. — ^Arrival of Reinforce- 
ments from England. — Profcription and Charaders of 
Samuel Adams and John Hancock* Efquires. — Battle of 
Bimker-HilL-^Death and Charadler of General Jofeph 
Warren.— Maflacbufetts adopt a flable Form of Govern- 
ment. 

^"^^ Vv E have feen feveral years pafs ofF in doubt- 
1775* fvl anxiety, in repreffion and repulfion, while 
many yet indulged the pleaiing hope, that fome 
able genius might arife, that would devife mea- 
fures to heal the breach, to revive the languilh- 
ing commerce of both countries, and reftore the 
bleffings of peace, by removing the caufes of 
Cixnplaint. But thefe hopes evanilhed, and 
all expeditions of that kind were foon cut off, 
by the determined fyftem of coercion in Britwi, 
and the actual commencement of war in jime* 
rUa. ^ 

The earlieft accounts from England, after the 
beginning of the year one thoufand feven hun* 
dred and feventy-five, announced the ferments 
of the Britifh nation, principally on account of 
American meafures, the perfeverance of the 
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Tniniftry, and the obftinaqr of the king, in fup- chap.vl 
port of the fyftem ; — ^the fudden diffolution of 
one parliament, and the immediate eleftion of 
another, compofed of the fame members, or 
men of the fame principles as the former. 

Adminiftration had triumphed through the 
late parliament over reafon, juftice, the human- 
ity of individuals, and the intereft of the nation. 
Notwithftanding the noble and fpirited oppo- 
fition of feveral diftinguiihed charafters in both 
houfes, it foon appeared that the influence of 
the miniftry over the old parliament was not 
depreciated, or that more lenient principles per- 
vaded the councils of the new one. Nor did 
more judicious and favorable decifions lead to 
the profpeft of an equitable adjuftment of a dif- 
pute that had interefted the feelings of the 
whole empire, and excited the attention of 
neighboring nations, not as an objeft of curi- 
ofity, but with views and expeftations that 
might ^ve a new face to the political and com- 
mercial fyftems of a confiderable part of the 
European world* 

The petition of the continental congrefs to 
the king, their addrefs to the people of England, 
wth general Gage's letters, and all papers 
relative to America, were introduced early in 
the feffion of the new parliament. Warm 
debates enfued, and the caufe of the colonies 
was advocated with ability and energy by the 
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moft admired orators among the commons, 
and b^r feveral very illuftrious names in the 
houfe of lords. They defcanted largely on 
the injuftice and impoliqr of the prefent fyf- 
tem, and the imprafticability of its execution. 
They urged that the immediate repeal of the 
revenue ads, the recal of the troops, and 
the opening the port of Bofton, were necef- 
iary, preliminary fteps to any hope of reconcil- 
iation ; and that thefe meafures only would 
preferve the empire from confequences that 
would be fatal to her interefts, as well as dif. 
graceful to her councils. But, pre-determined 
in the cabinet, a large majority in parliament 
appeared in favor of ftrong meafures. The 
minifterial party infifted that coercion only 
could enfure obedience, reftore tranquillity to 
the colonies, repair the infulted dignity, and 
re-eflablifli the fupremacy of parliament. 

An aft was immediately paffed, prohibiting 
NewHamplhire,Maflachufetts, Rhode Ifland,and 
Connefticut from carrying on the fiihingbufinefs 
on the banksof Newfoundland, By this arbitrary 
ftep,thoufands of miferable families werefudden- 
ly cut oflFfrom all means of fubfiftence. But, as 
if determined the rigors of power fhould know 
no bounds, before parliament had time to cool, 
after the animofities occafioned by the bill juft 
mentioned, another* was introduced by the 

♦ Parliamentary proceedings in one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and feventy.five. 
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mimfter, whereby the trade of the fouthern chap.vl 
cdonies was reftrained* and in future confined " 

entirely to Great Britain. The minority ftiH ^'^'^*' 
perfevered in the moft decided oppofition both 
againft the former and the prefent modes of 
feverity towards the colonies. Very fenfible 
and fpirited protefts were entered againft the 
new bills, figned by fome of the firft nobility, 
A young nobleman of hi^ rank and reputa- 
tion predifted, that " meafures commenced in 
"iniquity, and purfued in refentment, muft 
** end in blood, and involve the nation in im- 
^ mediate civil war/** It was replied, that the 
cdonies were already in a ftate of rebellion ; 
that the fupremacy of parliament muft not even 
be queftioned ; and that compulfory meafures 
muft be purfued from abfolute neceffity. Nei- 
ther reafon nor argument, humanity or policy, 
made the fmalleft impreflion on thofe dctermin- 
ed to fupport all defpotic proceedings. Thus 
after much altercation, a majority of two hun- 
dred and eighty-two appeared in favor of 
augmenting the forces in America, both by fea 
and land, againft only feventy in the houfe of 
conamons, who oppofed the meafure. 

AH ideas of courage or ability in the colonifts 
to face the dragoons and refift the power of 
Britain, wer^ treated with the greateft derifion, 

♦ Debates ia parlbiment, one thoufand feven hundred 
and feventy-fivc. 
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tnd particularly ridiculed by a general officer,* 
then in the houfe, who foon after delivered his 
ftandards, and faw the furrender of a capital 
army under his command, to thofe undifd- 
plined Americans he had affefted to hold in fo 
much contempt. The firft lord of the admiralty 
alio declared, " the Americans were neither dif- 
** ciplined, nor capable of difcipline." 

Several fliips of the line and a number of 
'frigates were immediately ordered to join the 
fquadron at Bofton. Ten thoufand men were 
ordered for the land fervice, in addition to 
thofe already there. A regiment of light-horfe, 
and a body of troops from Ireland, to complete 
the number, were direded to embark with all 
poffible difpatch to reinforce general Gage, 

The fpeech from the throne, approving the 
fanguinary conduft of the minifter and the 
parliament, blaft^d all the hopes of the more 
moderate and humane part of the nation. Sev- 
eral gallant officers of the firft rank, difgufted 
with the policy, and revolting lit the idea of 
butchering their American brethren, refigned 
their commifiions. The earl of Effingham was 
among the firft, who, with a franknefs that his 
enemies ftyled a degree of infanity, affured his 
majeft}% *• that though he loved the profeffion 
*'of a foldicr, and would with the utmoft 

* General Burgoyne, afterwards captured at Saratoga^ 
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But there is no age which bears a teftimony 
fo honorable to human nature ; as fhews man- 
kind at fo fublime a pitch of virtue, that there 
are not always enough to be found ready to aid 
the arm of the oppreffor, provided they may 
fhare in the fpoils of the oppreffed. Thus 
many officers of ability and experience courted 
the American fervice as the readieft road to 
preferment. 

Adminiftration not fatisfied with their own 
fevere reftridions, fet on foot a treaty with 
the Dutch and feveral other nations, to prevent 
their aiding the colonies by fupplying them 
with any kind of warlike ftores. Every thing 
within and without wore the moft hoftile ap^ 
pearance, even while the commercial intereft of 
Great Britain was dofely interwoven with that 
of America; and the treafures of the colonics. 
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^ cheerfiJnefs facrifice his fortune and his life chaf.vi. 

•* for the fafety of his majefty's perfon, and the 

" dignity of his crown ; yet the fame princi- 

^ pies which infpired him with thofe unalter- 

" able fentiments of duty and affeftion, would 

^ not fuffer him to be inftrumental in depriv- 

"ing any part of the people of their liberties, 

** which to him appeared the beft fecurity of 

^ their fidelity and obedience ; therefore with- 

** out the fevereft reproaches of confcience he 

" could not confent to bear arms againft the 

" Americans/* 
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which had been continually pouring into the 
lap of the mother country, in exchange for 
her manufsiAures, were ftill held ready for her 
ufe, in any advance to harmony. 

The boundaries of the king of England's 
continental domains were almoft immeafurable, 
and the inhabitants were governed by a ftrong 
predilection in favor of .the nation from whom 
they derived their origin : hence it is difficult 
to account on any principles of human policy, 
for the ij^|tuation that inftigated to the abfurd 
projeft ofl||||||uering a country, already their*s 
on the rnoft advantageous terms. But the 
feeds of feparation were fown, and the ball of 
empire rolled weftward with fuch aftonifliing 
rapidity, that the pious mind is naturally ex- 
cited to acknowledge a fuperintending Provi- 
dence, that led to the period of independence, 
even before America was confcious of her ma* 
turity. Precipitated into a war, dreadful even 
in contemplation, humanity recoiled at the 
idea of civil feuds, and their concomitant evils. 

When the news arrived in the colonies that 
the Britiih army in Bofton was to be reinforced, 
that the coercive fyftem was at all hazards to be 
profecuted, though aftoniflied at the perfevering 
feverity of a nation ftill beloved and revered 
by Americans, deeply affeded with the calami- 
ties that threatened the whole empire, and 
Clocked at the profpeft of the convulfions and 
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th€ cruelties ever attendant on civil war, yet chap.tl 
few balanced on the part they were to aft. The 
akemative held up was a bold and vigorous re- 
fiftance, or an abjeft fubmiffion to the ignoble 
terms demanded by adminifiratiom Armed 
with refolution and magnanimity, united by 
affeftion, and a remarkable conformity of opi- 
mon> the whole peo£4e through the wide ex- 
tended continent feemed determined to refifl 
in bk>od» rather thaA become the flaves of ar- 
bitrary power. 

Happily for America, the inhatatants in gen- 
eral poffeffed not only the virtues of native 
courage and a fpirit of enterprife, but minds 
geners^ devoted to the beft affedions. Ma- 
ny of them retained this charafter to the end 
of the conflid by the dereliction of intereft, 
and the coftly lacrifices of health, fortune and 
life. Perhaps the truth of the obfervation, that 
^ a national force is beft formed where num- 
*^ bers of men are ufed to equaKty, and where 
^ the meaneft citizen may confider himfelf det 
** tined to conunand as well* as to obey," was 
never more confpicuous, than in the brave re- 
finance of Americans to the potent and conquer- 
ing arm of Great ^tain, who, in conjunction 
^th her colonies, had long taught the nations 
to tremble at her ftrength. 

But the painful period hafiened on, when the 
connexion which nature and intereft had long 
vox- I. Y 
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CHAP. 11. maintained between Great Britain and the colo- 
' .-,-- nies, muft be broken off; the fword drawn, 
and the fcabbard thrown down the gulf of 
time. We muft now purfue the progrels of 
a war enkindled by avarice, whetted by am- 
bition, and blown up into a thirft for revenge 
by repeated difappointment. Not the fplen- 
dor of a diadem, the purple of princes, or the 
pride of power, can ever fanftion the deeds of 
cruelty perpetrated on the weftern fide of the 
Atlantic, and not unfrequently by mep, whofe 
crimes emblazoned by title, will enhance thc^ 
infamy of their injuftice and barbarifm, when 
the tragic tale is faithfully related. 

We have already obferved on the fuppHca* 
tory addreffes every where oflFered to the old 
govemnjent, the rebuffs attending them, the 
obftruftion to legal debate, and the beft poffi- 
ble regulations made by the colonies in their 
circumftances, under the nevi^odes eftablifh* 
cd by themftlves. 

The authority of congreffes and committee! 
of correfpondence, and the fpirit which per- 
vaded the united colonies in their prepara- 
tions for war, during the laft fix months 
previous to the commencement of hoftil- 
ities, bore fuch a refemblance, that the detail 
of the tranfaftions of one province is an epit- 
ome of the ftory of all. 
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The particular refentment of Great Britain chap.yl 
levelled at the Maffachufetts, made it neceffary 
for that province to ad a more decided part, 
that they might be in fome readinefe to repel 
the ftorm which it appeared probable would 
firft burft upon them. Their provincial con- 
grefi was fitting when the news firft arrived, 
that all hope of reconciliation was precluded 
by the hoitile refolutions of parliament. This 
rather quickened than retarded the important 
ftep, which was then the fubjefl: of their delib- 
erations. Perfiiaded that the unhappy conteft 
could not terminate without bloodfhed, they 
were confulting on the expediency of raifing 
an army of obfervation, from the four New 
England governments, that they might be pre- 
pared iqr defence in cafe of an attack, before 
the con^ental congrefi could again meet, and 
make proper arrangements for farther opera- 
tions. They proceeded to name their own 
commanding officers, ^d appointed delegates 
to confer with New Hamplhire, Connedicut, 
and Rhode Ifland, on the proportion of men 
they would furniih, and their quota of expenfe 
for the equipment of fuch an armament. 

Conne£licut and New Hampfhire readily ac* 
ceded to the propofal, but in Rhode Ifland fev* 
eral embarraflments were thrown in the way, 
though the people in that colony were in gen- 
eral as ready to enter warmly into meafures 
for the common fafety as any of the others ; 
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nor had they le& reafon. They had long been 
exafperated by the infolence and rapacity c^ 
the officers of a part of the navy fiationed 
there to watch their trade. Thefe had, with- 
out color of right, frequently robbed New- 
port, and phindered the adjacent iflands* 
Tliey had £^zed tlie little fld&, in ii^ch a 
number of poor people had gained a fcanty 
fiibfiftence ; and infulted, embarrafled and 
^dlnifed the inhaHtants in various ways through 
the preceding year. 

It is the nature of man, when^he de£* 
pairs of legal reparation for injuries re- 
ceived, to ieek iatisfadtion by avenging his 
own wrongs. Thus, fome time before this 
period,* a nun^r of men in diiguife, had 
riotoufly aflemUed, and fet fire to a floop of 
war in the harbour. When they had thus 
difcovered their refentment by this illegal 
proceeding, they dij^>eded without farther 
violence. For this imputed crime the whcde 
colony had been deemed guilty, and inter- 
dlded as acceflary. A court of inquiry was 
appointed by his majefty, veiled with the 
power of feizing any perfon. on fufpicion^ 
confining him on board a king's fliip, and fend* 
ing him to England for trial. But fome c^ the 
gentlemen named for this inquifitorial bufi- 
nefs, had not the temerity to execute it in the 

♦ See Appendix, Note No. XI. gOTernor Hutchm» 
fon't reprefenution of this affiur. 
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latitude defigned ; and after fitting a few day^^ aup.vL 
examining a few perfons, and threatening ma* ^^ 
ny, they adjourned to a diftant day. . 

The extraordinary precedent of erefting fuch 
a court* among them was not forgotten ; but 
there was a confiderable party in Newport, 
ftrongly attached to the royal caufe. Thefe, 
headed by their governor, Mr. Wanton, a man 
of weak capacity, and little political knowledge^ 
endeavoured to impede all meafures of oppofi- 
tion, and to prevept even a difcuffion on the 
prq)riety of raifing a defenfive army. 

The news of an adion at Lexington on the 
nineteenth of April, between a party of the 
ling's trocqps and ibme Americans haftily coU 
leded, reached Providence on the lame even- 
ing, a few hours after the gentlemen entrufted 
with the miffion for conference with the colony 
had arrived there; they had not entered on 
buiinefs, havifig been in town but an hour or 
two before this intelligence was received by a 
fpecial meflenger. 

On this important information, James War- 
ren, E£q. the head of the delegation, was of 

♦ The gentlemen who compofed this courts were Wan- 
ten, governor of Rhode Ifland, Horfemanden, chief juf- 
ticc of New York, Smith, chief juftice of New Jerfej, 
Oliver, chief juftice of Maflachufetts, and Auchmutf, 
judge of admiralty. 
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opinion, that this event not only opened new 
profpeds and expeftations, but that it entirely 
changed the objeft of negociation, and that 
new ground muft be taken. Their million was 
by the Maffachufetts deligned merely as a de- 
fcnfive movement, but he obferved to the prin- 
cipal inhabitants collected to confult on the 
alarming afped of prefent affairs, that there 
now appeared a neceility, not only for defen- 
five but for offenfive operations ; he urged his 
reafons with fuch ability and addrefs, that an 
inmiediate convention of the affembly was ob- 
tained. They met at Providence the enfuing 
day, where, by the trifling of the governor and 
the indifcretion of his partizans, the bufinefs 
labored in the upper houfe for feveral days. 
But the reprefentative branch, impatient erf 
delay, determined to aft without any confider- 
ation of their governor, if he continued thus 
to impede their defigns, and to unite, by au- 
thority of their own body, in vigorous meafures 
with their fifter colonies. A majority of the 
council however, at laft impelled the governor 
to agree to the determinations of the lower 
houfe, who had voted a number of men to be 
raifed with the utmoft difpatch ; accordingly a 
large detachment was fent forward to the Maf- 
fachufetts within three days. 

When the gentlemen left congrefs for the 
purpofe of combining and organizing an army 
in the eaftern ftates, a fliort adjournment was 
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made. Before they feparated they feleftecl a chap.vi. 
Handing committee to refide at Concord, where 
a provincial magazine was kept, and vefted 
them with power to fummon congrefs to meet 
again at a moment's warning, if any extraordi- 
nary emergence fliould arife. 

In the courfe of the preceding winter, a 
fmgle regiment at a time had frequently made 
excurfions from the army at Bofton, and recon- 
noitred the environs of the town without com- 
mitting any hoftilities in the country, except 
picking up cannon, powder, and warlike ftores, 
wherever they could find and feize them with 
impunity. In the fpring, as they daily expeft- 
ed frelh auxiliaries, they grew more infolent ; 
from their deportment, there was the higheft 
reafon to expefl: they would extend their re- 
fearches, and endeavour to feize and fecure, as 
they termed them, the fa6ltous leaders of r^- 
hdlion. Yet this was attempted rather fooner 
than was generally expefted. 

On the evening of the eighteenth of April, 
the grenadiers and light infantry of the army 
ftationed at Bofton, embarked under the com- 
mand of lieutenant colonel Smith, and were 
ordered to land at Cambridge before the dawn 
of the enfuing day. This order was executed 
with fuch fecrecy and difpatch, that the troops 
reached Lexington, a (mail village nine miles 
beyond Cambridge, and began tlie tragedy of 
the day juft as the fun rofe. 
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An advanced guard of officers had been £ent 
out by land, to feize and fecure all travellers 
who might be fufpeded as going forward with 
intelligence of the hoftile afpe£t of the king's 
troops. But notwithftanding this vi^ance to 
prevent notice, a report reached the neighbor- 
ing towns very early, that a large body of 
troops, accompanied by fome of the moft vir- 
ulent individuals among the tories^ who had 
taken refuge in Bofton, were moving with de- 
fign to deftroy the provincial magazine at Con- 
cord, and take into cuftody the principal per- 
fons belonging to the committee of fafety. 
Few fufpe£ted there was a real intention to 
attack the defencelefs peafants of Lexington, or 
to try the bravery of the furrounding villages. 
But it being reduced to a certainty, that a 
number of perfons had, the evening before, in 
the environs of Cambridge, been infulted, abuf- 
ed, and ftripped, by officers in Britiih uniform ; 
and that a confiderable armament might be 
immediately expeded in the vicinity, captain 
Parker, who commanded a company of militia, 
ordered them to appear at beat of drum on the 
parade at Lexington, on the nineteenth. They 
accordingly obeyed, and were embodied before 
funrife. 

Colonel Smith, who Commanded about eight 
htmdred men, came fuddenly upon them within 
a few minutes after, and, accofting them in 
language very unbecoming an officer of his 
rank, he ordered them to lay down their arms. 
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and difperfe immediately. - He illiberally brand- chap.vi. 
ed them with the epithets of rebel and traitor ; 
and before the little party had time, either to 
refift or to obey> he, with wanton precipitation, 
ordered his troops to fire. Eight men were 
killed on the fpot \ and, without any concern 
for his raflinefs, or little moleflation from the 
inhabitants, Smith proceeded on his rout. 

By the time he reached Concord, and had de- 
ftroyed a part of the (lores depofited there, the 
country contiguous appeared in arms, as if de- 
termined not to be the tame fpeftators of the 
outrages committed againft the perfons, prop- 
erty, and lives of their fellow-citizens. Two 
or three hundred men affembled under the 
command of colonel Barrett. He ordered them 
to be^n no onfet againft the troops of their 
foverieign, till farther provocation ; this order 
was punftually obeyed. Colonel Smith had or- 
dered a bridge beyond the town to be taken up, 
to prevent the people on the other fide from 
coining to their afllflance. Barrett advanced 
to take poffeflion before the party reached it, 
and a finart fkirmifh enfued j feveral were kill- 
edj and a number wounded on both fides. Not 
dijQnayed or daunted, this fmall body of yeo- 
manry, armed in the caufe of juftice, andftrug- 
gling for every thing they held dear, maintain- 
ed their ftand until tlie Britifh troops, though 
far fuperior in numbers, and in all the advan- 

VOIy. I. ' z . 
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oiAP. n. tages of military fldll, difcipline, and equipment^ 
gave ground and retreated, without half execut- 
ing the purpofe defigned, by this forced inarch 
to Concord. 

The adjacent villagers coflefted, and prepared 
to cut off" their retreat ; but a difpatch had been 
lent by colonel Smith to inform general Gage, 
that the country was arming, and his troops in 
danger. A battalion under the command of 
lord Percy was fent to fuccour him, and arrived 
in time to fave Smith's corps. A fon of the 
duke of Northumberland,* previous to this 
day's work, was viewed by Americans with a 
favorable eye j though more from a partiality 
to the father, than from any remarkable per- 
fonal qualities difcoverable in the fon. Lord 
Percy came up with the routed corps near the 
fields of Menotomy ; where barbarities were 
committed by the king's army, whkh might 
have been expe<5ted only from a tjr ibe of ^v- 
agcs. They entered, rifled, plundered, and 
burnt feveral houfes ; and in fome inftances; 
the aged and infirm fell under the fword of the 
ruffian ; women, with their new-born infants, 
were obliged to fly naked, to efcape the fury of 
the flames in which their houfes were enwrap* 
ped. 

* The duke of Northumberland, father of earl Percy, 
had been uniformly oppofed to the late meafures of ad* 
miniilration» in their American fyflem. 
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TTie footfteps of the moft remorfelefs nations chap. vi. 
lave feldom been marked with more rancorous 
and ferocious rage, than may be traced in the 
tranfaftions of this day ; a day never to be for- 
gotten by Americans. A fcene like this had 
never before been exhibited on her peaceful 
plains ; and the manner in which it was exe- 
cuted, will leave an indelible ftain on a nation, 
Jong famed for their courage, humanity, and 
honor. But they* appeared at this period fo 
loft to a fenfe of dignity, as to be engaged in a 
caufe that required perfidy and meannefs to 
fupport it. Yet the impreffion of juftice is fo 
ftrongly ftamped on the bofom of man, that 
when canfdous the ^ord is lifted againft the 
rights of equity, it often difarms the firmeft 
heart, and unnerves the moft valiant arm, when 
impelled to little fubterfuges and private cruel- 
ties to execute their guilty defigns. 

The affair of Lexington, and the precipitant 
retreat after the ravages at Menotomy, are tef- 
timonies of the truth of this obfervation. For, 
notvidthftanding their fuperiority in every re- 
fpeft, feveral regiments of the beft troops in the 
royal army, were feen, to the furprife and joy 
of every lover* of his country, flying before the 
raw, inexperienced peafantry, who had ran 
haftily together in defience of their lives and 
liberties. Had the militia of Salem and Mar- 
bleheadr have come on, as it was thought they 
might have done, they would undoubtedly have 
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CHAF. vr. prevented this routed, difappointed army, from 
■ -..- reaching the advantageous poft of Charleftown^ 
But the tardinefs of colonel Pickering, who 
commanded the Salem regiment, gave them ait 
opportunity to make good their retreat* 
Whether Mr. Pickering's* deby was owing to 
timidity, or to a prediledion in favor of Britain, 
remans uncertain ; however it was, cenfure at 
the time fell very heavily on his character. 

Other parts of the country were in motion ; 
but the retreat of the Britifli army was fo rapid, 
that they got under cover of their own (hips, 
and many of them made their efcape into Bof. 
ton. Others, too much exhaufted by a quick 
march and unremitting exercife, without time 
for refrefliment from funrife to funfet, were 
unable, both from wounds and fatigue, to crofe 
the river. Thefe were obliged to reft the 
night, nor were they miftaken in the confidence 
they placed in the hofpitality of the inhabitants 
of Charleftown ; this they reafonably enough ex^ 
peftedjbothfrom motives of compaffion and fear. 

Intimidated by the appearance of fuch a for- 
midable body of troops within their town, and 
touched with humanity on feeing the £uiii£hed 
condition of the king's officers and foldiers, fev- 
eral of whom, from their wounds and their fuf- 

* Timothy Pickering, afterwards fecretary of ftatir un- 
der the prefidency of Mr., Adams, by ^hom he was dif- 
siiiTed from public buiinefs* 
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ferings, expired before the next morning ; the chap.vi 
peq^e every where opened their doors, receiv- 
ed the diftreflfed Britons, dreffed their wounds, 
and contributed every relief: nothing was ne- 
^ected that could aflUl, refrefli, or comfort the 
defeated. 

The victorious party, fenfible they could gain 
little advantage by. a farther purfuit, as the 
Britifh were within reach of their own fhips, 
and at the iame time under the proteftion of 
die town of Charleftown ; they therefore re- 
treated a few miles to take care of their own 
wounded men, and to refrefh themfelves. 

The adion at Lexington, detached from its 
confequences, was but a trivial mancRuvre when 
compared with the records of war and flaugh- 
ter, that have difgraced the page of hiftory 
through all generations of men : but a circum- 
ftantial detail of leffer events, when antecedent 
to the convulfions of empire, and national revo- 
hition, are not only excufable, but neceffary. 
The provincials loft in this memorable aftion, 
including thofe who fell, who were not in arms, 
upwards of fourfcore perfons. It was Jiot eafy 
to afcertain how many of their opponents were 
loft, as they endeavoured by all poffible means to 
conceal the number, and the difgrace of the 
day. By the beft information, it was judged, 
including thofe who died foon after of wounds 
and fatigue, that their lofs was very much great* 



Digitized by 



Google 



190 THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF 

ciiAP.Tf. er than that of the Americans. Thus refent- 
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ment (timulated by recent provocation, the col- 
onies, under all the difadvantages of an infant 
country, without difcipline, without ^es, and 
without refources, except what they derived 
from their own valor and virtue, were compel- 
led to refort to the laft appeal, the precarious 
decifion of the fword, againft the mighty power 
of Britain* 

The four New England governments now 
thought proper to make this laft appeal, and re- 
folved to ftand or fall together. It was a bold 
and adventurous enterprife ; but confcious of 
the equal privileges beftowed by Heaven, on all 
its intelligent creatures on this habitable ball, 
they did not hefitate on the part they had to 
ad, to retain them. They cheerfully engaged, 
fure of the fupport of the other colonies, as foon 
as congrefs Ihould have time to meet, deliberate, 
and refolve. They were very fenfible, the mid- 
dle and fouthern colonies were generally pre- 
paring themfelves, with equal induftry and 
ability, for a decifion by arms, whenever hoilil* 
ities fhould ferioufly commence in any part of 
the continent. 

As foon as intelligence was fpread that the 
firft blow was ftruck, and that the flirill clarion 
of war aftually jrefounded in the capital of the 
eaftern ftates, the whole country rofe in arms. 
Thoufands collefted within twenty-four hours. 
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in the vicinity of Bofton ; and the colonies of c»ap.vi. 
Connefticut, Rhode Ifland,andNew Hampfhire 
feemed all to be in motion. Such was the re« 
fentment of the people, and the ardor of enter* 
prife, that it was with difficulty they were re- 
ftrained from rufliing into Bofton, and raflily 
involving their friends in common with their 
enemies, in all the calamities of a town taken 
by ftorm. 

The day after the battle of Lexington, the 
congrefs of Maflachufetts met at Watertown. 
They immediately determined on the number 
of men neceflary to be kept on the ground, ap- 
pomted and made eftablifhments for the officers 
of each regiment, agreed on regulations for all 
military movements, and ftruck off a currency 
of paper for the payment of the foldiers, mak« 
ilig the bills a tender for the payment of debts, 
to prevent depreciation. They drew up a fet 
of judicious rules and orders for the army, to 
be obferved by both officers and foldiers, until 
they ihould be embodied on a larger fcale, un^i^ 
der the general dire^on of the continental con- 
grefs. 

In the mean time, the confternation 9( gene* 
ral Gage was equalled by nothing but the rage 
cf his troops, and the difinay of the refugees un* 
der his protection. He had known little of the 
country, and lefs of the difpofition and bravery 
of its inhabitants. He had formed his opinions 
entirely on the mifreprefentatioM of men, whoi 
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diAP.Ti judging from their own feelings more than 
"TTIT" from the general condud of mankind, had 
themfelves no idea that the valor of their coun- 
trymen could be roufed to hazard life and prop- 
erty for the fake of the common weal. Struck 
with aftonifhment at the intrepidity of a people 
he had been led to defpife, and ftung with vex- 
ation at the defeat of fome of his beft troops, he 
ordered the gates of the town to be fliut, and 
every avenue guarded, to prevent the inhabit- 
ants, whom he now confidered as his beft fecu- 
rity, from making their efcape into the country. 
He had before caufed entrenchments to be 
thrown up acrofs a narrow ifthmus, then the 
only entrance by land : ftill apprehenlive of an 
attempt to ftorm the town, he now ordered the 
environs fortified ; and foon made an entrance 
impradicable, but at too great an expenfe of 
blood. 

The Boftonians thus unexpectedly made pri- 
foners, and all intercourfe with the country, 
from whence they ufually received their daily 
fupplies, cut off; famine ftared them in the 
face on one fide, and on the other they beheld 
the lawlefs rapine of an enraged enemy, with 
the fword of vengeance ftretched over their 
heads. Yet, with a firnmefs worthy of mote, 
generous treatment, the principal citizens affeiil* 
bled, and after confultation, determined on a 
bold and free remonfirance to their militiry 
governor. They reminded him of his repeated 
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aflurances of perfonal liberty, fafety, and pro- cuap. vl 
teftion, if they would not evacuate the town, 
as they had long been folicited to do by their 
friends in the country. Had this been feafona- 
bly done, the Americans would have reduced 
the garrifon by withholding provifions. The in- 
habitants of the town now earneftly requefted, 
that the gates might be opened, that none who 
chofe to retire with their wives, families, and 
property, might be impeded. 

Whether moved by feelings of compaffion, 
of which he did not feem to be wholly deftitute, 
or whether it was a premedit»(|l deception, 
yet remains uncertain ; however, general Gage 
plighted his faith in the ftrongeft terms, that if 
the inhabitants would deliver up their arms, 
and fuffer them to be. depofited in the city hall, 
they fhould depart at pleafure, and be aflifted 
by the king's troops in removing their proper- 
ty. His Ihameful violation of faith in this in- 
ftance, will leave a ftain on the memory of the 
governor, fo long as the obligations of truth 
are held facred among mankind. 

The infulted people of Bofton, after perform- 
ing the hard conditions of the contraft, were 
not permitted to depart, until after feveral 
months of anxiety had elapfed, when the fcarcity 
and badnefs of provifions had brought on a pef* 
tilential diforder, both among the inhabitants 

VOL. I. 2..,.A 
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cHAr.Ti. and the foldiers. Thus, from a reluSance tQ 
^^ dip their hands in human blood, and from the 
dread of infult to which their feebler connexions 
were expofed, this unfortunate town, which 
contained near twenty thoufand inhabitantsit 
was betrayed into a difgracefiil refignation of 
their arms, which the natural love of liberty 
ihouldhave infpired them to have held for theif 
own defence, while fubjefted to the caprice of 
an arbitrary mafter. After their arms were 
delivered up and fecured, general Gage denied 
the contraft, and forbade their retreat ; though 
afterwards oMiged to a partial compliance, by 
the difficulf^f obtaining food for the fubfift- 
cnce of his own army. On certain ftipulated 
gratuities to fome of his oflGicers, a permit was 
granted them, to leave their elegant houfes, 
their fiirniture, and goods, and to depart naked 
from the capital, to feek an afylum and fupport 
from the hofpitality of their friends in the coun- 
try. 

The iflands within the harbour of Bofton 
were fo plentifully flocked with fheep, cattle, 
and poultry, that they would have afforded an 
ample fupply to the Britilh army for a long 
time, had they been fuffered quietly to poffefs 
them. General Putnam, an officer of courage 
^nd experience, defeated this expeftation by 
taking off every thing from one of the princi- 
pal iflands, under the fire of the Britifli fliips ; 
at the fame time, he was fo fortunate as to bum 
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feveral of their tenders, without lofing a man.* chap. yn. 
Ks example was followed ; and from Chelfea 
to Point Alderton, the iflands were ftripped of 
wheat and other grain, of cattle and forage j 
and whatever they could not carry off, the 
Americans deftroyed by fire. They burnt thef 
Hght-houfe at the entrance of the harbour, and 
the buildings on all the iflands, to prevent the 
Britilh availing themfelves of fuch convenient 
appendages for encampments fo near the town. 

While thefe tranfaftions were pafling in the 
caftern provinces, the other colonies were equal- 
ly animated by the fpirit of refiftance, and equal- 
ly bufy in preparation. Their public bodies 
were undifinayed ; their temper, their conduft, 
and their operations, both in the civil and mili- 
tary line, were a fair and imiform tranfcript of 
the condud of the Maflachufetts j and fome of 
them equally experienced thus early, the rigor- 
ous proceedings of their unrelenting governors. 

New York was alarmed foon after the com* 
mencement of hoftilities near Bofton, by a ru- 
mor, that a part of the armament expefted from 
Great Britain, was to be ftationed there to awe 
the country, and for the proteftion of the nu- 
merous loyalifts in the city. In fome inftances, 

♦ General Putnam was an old American officer of dlf- 
tinguiihed bravery, plain manners, and fober habits ; nou» 
rillied in agricultural life, and thofe fimple principles, that 
excite the virtuous to duty, in every department. 



Digitized by 



Google 



)96 THE RISE AND PR0GR££|8 OF 



1775. 



the province of New York had not yet fuBy 
acceded to the doings of the general congrefe ; 
but they now applied to them for advice, and 
fliewed themfelves equally ready to renounce 
their allegiance to the king of Great Britain, 
?nd to unite in the common caufe in all re- 
fpefts, as any of the other colonies, Agreeable 
to the recommendation of congrefs, they fent 
pff their women, children, and effefts, and or* 
dered a number of men to be embodied, and 
hold themfelves in readinefs for immediate fer* 
vige. 

Tryon was the laft governor who prefided at 
New York under the crown of England. This 
gentleman had formerly been governor of 
North Carolina, where his feverities had ren- 
dered him very obnoxious. It is true, this dif- 
pofition was principally exercifed towards a fet 
of diforderly, ignorant people, who had felt 
themfelves oppreffed, had embodied, and ftyling 
themfelves regulators^ oppofed the authority of 
the laws. After they had been fubdued, and 
feveral of the ringleaders executed, governor 
Tryon returned to England, but was again fent 
out as governor of the province of New York^ 
He was received with cordiality, treated with 
great refpeft, and was for a time much efteem- 
ed, by many of the inhabitants of the city, and 
the neighbouring country. Very foqn after the 
fonteft became warm between Great Britain 
find the inhabitants of Amepca, he, like aU the 
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Other governors in the American colonies, tena- chap. vi. y j 

cious of fupporting the prerogatives of the -* j| 

crown, laid afide that fpirit of lenity he had pre- ** ^ - 
vjoufly affected to feeL 



o:f 



art, influence, and intrigue, 
which he was perfectly mafter, to. induce the city 
of New York, and the inhabitants under his 
government, to fubmit quietly, and to decline 
a union of opinion and aftion with the other 
colonies, in their oppofition to the new regula- 
tions of the Britiih parliament. But he foon J /' ^ 
found he could not avail himfelf fuffidently of n w 



Governor Tryon entered with great zeal into ,r . 

all the meafuresof adminiftration ; andendeev- fl ^- i 

cured with art, influence, and intriffue, of ^^ I m 

the intereft he poffeffed among fome of the firfl Id V 

characters in the city, to carry the point, and *X 

fubdue the fpirit of liberty, which was every ' 
day appreciating in that colony. 

On the determination of the provincial con- 
grefs to arreft the crown oflBcers, and difarm 
the perfons of thofe who were denominated to* 
riesj governor Tryon began to be apprehenfive 
for his own fafety. The congrefs of New York 
had refqlved, " that it be recommended to the 
" feveral provincial affemblies, or conventions, 
" and councils, or committees of fafety, to arreft 
" and fecure every perfon in their refpeftive col- 
" onies, whofe going at large may, in their opin* 
" ion, endanger the iafety of the colony, or th§ 
*• liberties of America.'* 
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Though governor Tryon was not particularly^ 
named, he apprehended himfelf a principal per- 
fon pointed at in this refoive. This zwikened 
his fears to fuch a degree, that he left the feat 
of government, and went on board the "Halifax 
padtet ; from whence' he wrote the mayor of 
the city, that he was there ready to execute 
any fuch bufinefs, as the circumftances of the 
times would permit. But the indifference ^ to 
the refidence, or even the conduft of a planta* 
tion governor, was now become fo general 
among the inhabitants of America, that he foon 
found his command in New York was at an 
end. After this he put himfelf at the head of 
a body of loyalifts, and annoyed the inhabitants 
of New York and New Jerfey, and wherever 
elfe he could penetrate, with the affiftance of 
fdme Britifli troops that occafionally joined 
them. 

The governors of the feveral colonies, as if 
hurried by a confcioufhefs of their own guilt, 
flying like fugitives to fcreen themfelves from 
the refentment of the people, on board the 
king's fhips, appear as if they had been compot 
cd of fimilar characters to thofe defcribed by a 
writer of the hiftory of fuch as were appointed 
to office in the more early fettlement of the 
American colonies. He faid, " it unfortunately 
" happened for our American provinces, that a 
" government in any of our colonies in thofe 
" parts, was fcarcely looked upon in any other 
<' light than tlxat of a hofpital, where the fa- 
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^* vorites of the minijftry might lie, till they had chat.vl 
<« recovered their broken fortunes, and often- 
•*tpies' they ferved as an afylum from their 
*^iareditors."* 

The neighbouring gover lament of New fcrfey 
was for fome time equally embarraffed with 
tluit of New York. They felt the effefts of the 
impreflions made by governor Franklin, in £iu 
vor of the meafures of adminiftration } but not 
fa generally as to preclude many of the inhab- 
kants from uniting with the other colonies, in 
vigorous fteps to preferve their dvfl freedom. 
Covemor Franklin had, among many other jex- 
{H'effions which difcovered his opinions, obferv- 
ed in a letter to Mr. fecretary Conway, ^ it 
-^ ^ves me great pleafure, that I have been able 
**. through all the late difturbances, to preferve 
**the tranquillity of this province, notwith- 
** fianding the endeavours of fome to ftimulate 
**the populace to fuch a6b as have difgraced 
** the colonies." He kept up this tone of re- 
pEoadi, until he alfo was deprived by the peo- 
ple of his command ; and New Jerfey, by the 
authority of committees, feized all the money 
in the public treafury, and appropriated it to 
the pay of the troops raifing for the common 
defence. They took every other prudent mea- 
fure in their power, to place themfelves in read- 
iflefi for the critical moment. 

* Modem UnxTerfal Hiftory, roL xzxix» p. 357. 
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Pennfylvania, though immediately under the 
eye of congreft, had fome peculiar difficulties 4:o 
ftruggle with, from a proprietary government, 
from the partizans of the crown, and the great 
body of the quakers, moft of them oppofed to 
the American caufe. But the peopk in general 
were guarded and vigilant, and far from ne- 
gleAing the moft neceffary fteps for general de- 
fence. 

In Virginia, Maryland, and the Carolinas, 
where they had the greateft number of African 
flaves, their embarrafiments were accumulated, 
and the ds^igers which hung over them, pecu- 
liarly aggravated. From their long habit of 
filling their country with foreign flaves, they 
were threatened with a hoft of domeftic ene- 
mies, from which the other colonies had noth- 
ing to fear. The Virginians had been difpofed 
in general to treat their governor, lord Dun- 
more, and his family, with every mark of re- 
fpeft; and had not his intemperate zeal in 
the fervice of his mafter given univerfal dif- 
guft, he might have remained longer among 
them, and finally have left them in a much le& 
difgraceful manner. 

However qualified this gentleman might have 
been to prefide in any of the colonies, in more 
pacific feafons, he . was little calculated for the 
times, when ability and moderation, energy and 
(ondefcenfion, coolnefs in decifion, and delicacy 
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In execution, were highly requifite to govern a chap.vi. 
people ftri^itf ng with the poniard at their _ ^ 

throat and the fword in their hand, againft the 
potent invaders of their privileges and claims. 

He had the inhumanity early to intimate his 
defigns if oppofition ran high, to declare free- 
dom to the blacks, and on any appearance of 
hoftile refiftance to the king's authbrity, to arm 
them againft their matters. Neither the houfe 
of burgeffes, nor the people at large, were dif- 
pofed to recede from their determinations in 
confequence of his threats, nor to fubmit to any 
authority that demanded implicit obedience, on 
pain of devaftation and ruin. Irritated by op- 
pofition, too rafli for confideration, too haughty 
^fbr condefcenfion, and fond of diftinguilhing 
**hinilVIf in fupport of the parliamentary fyftem, 
lord Dunmore difmantled the fort in Williamf- 
burg, plundered the magazines, threatened to 
lay the city in afhes, and depopulate the coun- 
try : As far as he was able, he executed his ne- 
farious purpofes. 

When his lordfliip found the refolution of 
the houfe of burgeffes, of committees and con- 
ventions, was no where to be fhaken, he imme- 
diately proclaimed emancipation to the blacks, 
and put arms into their hands. He excited dit 
turbances in the back fettlements, and encou- 
raged th^ natives bordering on the fou^em co 

VOL. K 2....B 
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kmies, to rufh from the wildernefs, and maktf 
inroads on the frontiers. For this bufinefs, he 
employed as his agent one CotiJiollyj a Scotch 
renegado, who travelled from Virginia to the 
Ohio, and from the Ohio to general Gage at 
Bofton, with an account of his fuccefs, and a de- 
tail of his negociations. From general Gage 
he received a colonel's commiffion, and was by 
him ordered to return to the favages, and en* 
courage them, with the aid of fome Britifli 
fettlers on the river Ohio, to penetrate the 
back country, and difirefs the borders of Vir* 
ginia. But fortunately, Connolly was arrefted 
in his career, and with his accomplices taken 
and imprifoned on his advance through Mary- 
land ; his papers were feized, and a full dif- 
clofure of the cruel defigns of his employee 
fent forward to congrefs. 

By the indifcreet conduft of lord Dunmore, 
the ferments in Virginia daily increafed. All 
fefpeft towards the governor was loft, and his 
lady terrified by continual tumult left the 
palace, and took fanftuary on board one of the 
king's fkips. After much altercation and dif- 
pute, with every thing irritating on the one 
iide, and no marks of fubmiffion on the other, 
his lordflup left his feat, and with his funily 
and a few loyalifts retired on board the Fowey 
man of war, where his lady in great anxiety 
had refided many days.* There he found fome 

* Lady Dunmore foon after took pafTage for England. 
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of the moft criminal of his partizans had refort- <»ap. vi. 
cd before he quitted the government ; with 
thefe and fome banditti that had taken Ihelter 
in a confiderable nulnber of veffels under his 
lordihip's command, and the afEftance of a few 
run-away negroes, he carried on a kind of pre- 
datory war on the colony for feveral months. 
The burning of Norfolk, the beft town in the 
territory of Virginia, completed his difgraceful 
campaign.* 

The adminiftration of lord William Camp- 
bel, and Mr. Martin, the governors of the two 
Carolinas, had no diftinguifhed trait from that 
of moft of the other colonial governors. They 
held up the fupreme authority of parliament in 
the fame high ftyle of dignity, and announced 
V^ihe refentment of aflFronted majefty, and the fe- 
vere punifhment that would be inflided on con» 
grefles, conventions and committees, and the 
miferable iituation to which the people of Amer* 
ica would be reduced, if they continued to ad- 
here to the fa6lms demagogues of party. With 
the lame fpirit and cruel policy that inftigsited 
lord Dunmore, they carried on their negotia- 
tions with the Indians, and encouraged the 
iniiirre^ons of the negroes, until all harmony 

* See Appendix, Note, No. XII. relative to Virginia. 
It has been afTerted by fome that the inhabitants th^m<» 
felves afllfted in the conflagration of Norfolk, to prevent 
lord Dunmore's reuining it as a plac^ of arms. 
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and confidence were totally deftroyed between 
themfelves and the people, who fupported their 
own meafures for defence in the higheft tone 
of freedom and independdice. Both the gov- 
ernors of North and South Carolina foon began 
to be apprehenfive of the effefts of public re- 
fentment, and about this time thought it necet 
fary for their own fafety to repair on board the 
king's fliips, though their language and manners 
had not been equally rafh and abufive with that 
of the governor of Virginia. 

Henry Laurens, Efq. was prefident of the 
provincial congrefs of South Carolina at this 
period ; whofe uniform virtue and indepen- 
dence of fpirit, we fhall fee confpicuoufly dif- 
played hereafter on many other trying occafionsi. 
It was not long after the prefent period, >^h^ 
he wrote to a friend and obferved, that **he 
meant to finifli his peregrinations in this world, 
by a journey through the United States ; th«i 
to retire and learn to die." But he had this 
important leffon to learn in the ordeal of afflic- 
tion and difappointment, that he feverely ex- 
ptrienced in his public life and domeftic for- 
rows, which he bore with that firmnefe and 
equanimity, which ever dignifies great and good 
charafters, . 

Sir Robert Eden, governor of Maryland, a 
man of focial manners, jovial temper, and hu- 
mane difpofition, had been more difpofed to 
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lenity and forbearance, than any of the ^at cHAr.vi. 

officers in the American department. But fo 

high .wrought was the oppofition to Britifh 

authority, and the jealoufies entertained of all 

magiftrates appointed by the crown, that it was 

not bng after the dgq)arture of the neighbouring 

governors, before he ^as ordered by congrefs 

to qjiit his government, and repair to England. 

He was .obliged to comply, though with much 

reludance. He had been in danger of very 

rough ufage before his^parture, fron> general 

Lee, who had interce^^[ a confidential letter 

from lord George Germaine to governor Eden. 

Lee threatened to feize and confine him, but by 

the interference of the committee of fafety, and 

fome military officers at Annapolis, the order 

w;^ not executed. They thought it wrong to 

^dltofider t^iiQ as refponfible for the fentiments 

contained in the letters of his correfpondents j 

and only defired Mr. Eden to give his word of 

honor, that he/ would not leave the proyince 

before the meeting of a general congrefs of that 

ftate ; nor did they fuffer him to be farther mo- 

lefted. He was permitted quietly to take leave 

of his friends and his province, after he had 

received the order of the continental congrefe 

for his departure ; and in hopes of returning in 

more tranquil times, he left his property behind 

him, and failed for England in the fummer, one 

thoiiland feven hundred and feventy-fix.* 

• Seo the condu^ relative to fir Robert Eden, and the 
trajafaQions between the fouthcrn governors and the peo* 
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cuAT.^ Hie influence of fir James Wright the gov« 

emor of Geor^a^ prevented that ftate from 
acceding to the meafure of a general con^ 
grefsv in one thoufaad feven hundred and 
feventy-four. Yet the people at large were 
equally difaffeded, and foop after, in ^ ad« 
drefs to his excellency, acknowledged them« 
(elves the only link in the great Am^can 
chain, that had not publicly united with the 
other colonies in thdr c^pofition to the daiiDa 
of parliament. The|y^dled a provincial am- 
grefs, who refolved ^Khe name o£ their con«. 
ilituents, that they would receive no merchan* 
dize whatever from Great Britain or Ir^ad 
after the fevehth day of July, one thqufand^ 
feven himdred and feventy-five ; that they ful* 
ly approved and ack)pted the American decfa^^ 
ration and bill of rights, pubKflied by the SiP 
continental congrefs; that they ihould now 
join with the other colonies, choofe delegates to 
meet in general congre^ ; and that they meant 
invariably to adhere to the public caufe, and 
that they would no longer lie under the fuljpi- 
cion of being unconcerned for the rights and 
freedom of America, 

Indeed the torch of war feemed already to 
have reached the moft diftant corner of the con-. 

plo, this year, at large in the BriUfli Remembrancer, which 
is here anticipated to prevent interrupting the narration by 
any further detail of general Lee's tranfadioQS in Mary- 
land relative to governor Eden. 
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tbat, the flame had fpread and penetrated to cbafti. 
the laft province in America hdd by Great 
Britain^ and a way opened to the gates of Que- 
bec, before adminiftntion had dreamed of th^ 
fiidleft danger in that quarter. Soon after the 
adSon at Leidngton, a nimiber of enterprifing 
young men, principally from Connecticut, pro- 
pofed to each other a fudden march towards 
the lakes, and a bold attempt to furprize Ti- 
ooaderqga, garrifoned by the king^s troops. 
Thefe yoimg adventurers applied to governor 
l^rumbuU, and obtained leave of the aflembly 
of Conne&icut to purfue their prqjed ; and fo 
iecretly, judidoufly, and rapicfly was the expe* 
didon conduced, that they entered the garri« 
fon, and faluted the principal officer as their 

rbner, before he had any reafon to apprehend 
enemy was near.* This enterprife was 
conduded by the colonels Eafion, Arnold, and 
Allen ; the invaders pc^bfled themlelves of a 
confiderable number of brafi and iron cannon, 
and many warlike ftwes, without fufiering any 
lofs of life. 

It hid been proved beyond a doubt that the 
foitifli government had fpared no pains to en- 
courage the inroads of the favages ; of confe- 
quence this cmp de main was deemed a very me* 

♦ On the furprife of Ticonderoga» the commanding of- 
ficer there inquired by whofe authority this was done ? 
^Colonel Allen replied, *^ I demand your forrender in the 
name of the great Jehovah and of the continental congrefs.'' 
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ritorious and important ftep. Ticonderoga 
commanded all the pafles between Canada and 
the other provinces. The poiTq^n of this im* 
portant fortrefs on the lake Champlain, in a 
great meafure fecured the frontiers from the 
incurfions of the favages, who had bden excited 
by the cruel policy of Britain to war, which^ by 
thefe ferocious nations, is ever carried on by 
modes at which humanity fbudders, and dviliz* 
ation blulhes to avow.* 

Thus was the fword brandifhed through the 
land, and hung fufpcnded from cruel execution 
of afl the evils attendant on a ftate of dvil con- 
vulfioil, only by the faint hope, that the fove* 
reign of Britain might yet be foftened to hold 
out the olive-branch in one hand, and a redi|^ 
of grievances in the other. But every pacOE 
hope was reverfed, and all profpeft of the refto- 
ration of harmony annihilated early in the fum- 
mer, by the arrival of a large reinforcement at 
Bofton, commanded by three general officers of 
high confideration. 

All former delufive expeftations now extin- 
guifhed, both the ftatefman and the peafant, 
aftuated by the feelings of the man and the pat- 
riot, tiifcovered a moft unconquerable magna- 

* A few months after this expedidon, colonel Allen ex- 
perienced a reverfe of fortune, by falling into the hands of 
the Bntifh near Montreal, was loaded with irons, aad ihi- 
medtately fent to England. 
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mmity of fpirit. Undifinayed by the neceffity chap.vi 
of an appeal to the fword, though unprovided ' 
with fufficient refources for fo arduous a con- 
flift, they animated each other to fuftain it, if 
neceffary, until they Ihould leave their foes on- 
ly a depopulated foil, if viftory fliould declare 
in their favor. Nature revolts at the idea, 
when the poniard is puflied by defpair ; yet 
preferring death to thraldom, the Americans 
were every where decifive in council, and de- 
termined in aftion. There appeared that Ipnd 
of enthufiaiGin, which fets danger at defiance, 
and impels the manly arm to refift, till the 
warm current that pjays round the heart, is 
poured out as a libation |Lt the flirine of freedom. 

On the other hand, the fears of the depend- 
ents on the crown were dilfipated by the aug- 
mentation of the Britifh army, their hopes in- 
vigorated, and every artifice ufed, to fpread ter- 
ror and difmay among the people. The turpi- 
tude of rebellion^ and the dread confequence$ 
of defeat, were painted in the iaioft gloomy 
colours ; the merits and the abilities of the 
t)rincipal officers extolled, their diftinguilhed 
names and characters enhanced, and every 
thing circulated that might tend to weaken th« 
refblution of the people. 

It was faid, general Burgoyne commanded a 
fquadron of light-horfe, which was to fcour the 

VOL* !• 2....C 
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country, and pick up the leading infurgents in 
every quarter. The capacity, bravery, and vir- 
tues of general Clinton were every where an- 
nounced by the votaries of adminiftration j and 
the name of Howe was at that time, at once re- 
vered, beloved, and dreaded in America. A 
monumental tribute of applaufe had been rear- 
ed in honor of one brother, who had fallen in 
that country in the late war between Great 
Britain and France ; and the gra^ude of the 
peo^e had excited a predilection in favor of 
the other, and indeed of every branch of that 
family. But this partiality was foon fucceeded 
by an univerfal difguft towards the two fur- 
viving brothers, lord and general Howe, who 
undertook the conqueft of America ; a projeft 
held reproachful, and which would have reflect- 
ed difhonor on the perpetrators, even had it 
been crowned with fuccefe. 

In the beginning of June, one thoufand feven 
hundred and feventy-five, general Gage 
thought proper to act a more decided part than 
he had hitherto done. He publifhed a proda- 
mation, denouncing martial law in all its rigors 
^^gainft any one who fliould fupply, conceal, or 
correfpond with, any of thofe he was pleafed to 
ftigmatize by the epithets of traitors^ rebeUy 
or inf argents. But as an aCt of grace, he offer- 
ed pardon in the king's name to all who ihould 
lay down their arms and fubmit to mercy, only 
excluding by name, Samuel Adams and 
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Jdm Hancock ; he aDeged that their Crimes chap.vl 
were of too flagitious a nature to hope for par- 
don. 

This profcription difcovered the little knowl* 
edge which general Gage then pofleffed of the 
temper of the times, the difpofition of tlie pei3]ri9 
at large, or the character of individuals. His 
difcrimination, rather accidental than judicious, 
fet thefe two gentlemen in the moft confpicuous 
point of view, and drew the particular atten*- 
tion of the whole continent to their names, 
difdnguiihed from many of their con^eers, 
more by this fingle circumftance, than by fu*- 
perior ability or exertion. By this they be- 
came at once the favorites of popularity, and 
the obje^ of general applaufe, which' at that 
' time would have been the fortune of any one, 
honored by fuch a mark of difiipprobation of 
the Britiih ccmtimander in chief. 

Mr. Adams was a gentleman of a good edu- 
cation, a decent family, but no fortune. Early 
nurtured in the principles of civil and religious 
liberty, he poffefled a quick underftanding, a 
cool head, ftern manners, a fmooth addrefs, and 
a Roman-like firmnefs, united with that fagaci* 
ty and penetration that would have made a 
figure in a conclave. He was at the fame time 
fiberal in opinion, and uniformly devout ; fodal 
with men of all denominations, grave in de- 
portment ; placid, yet fevere ; fober and ind^t?- 
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fatigable ; calm in feafons of difficulty, tran* 
quil and unruffled in the vortex of political al« 
tercation ; too firm to be intimidated, too 
haughty for condefcenfion, his mind was re- 
plete with refources that diflipated fear, and 
extricated in the greateft emergencies. Thus 
qualified, he flood forth early, and continued 
firm, through the great ftrug^e, and may jufUy 
claim a large ihare of honor, due to that fpirit 
of energy which oppofed the meafures of admin- 
ifiration, and produced the independence of 
America. Through a long life he exhibited on 
all occafions, an example of patriotifm, religion, 
and virtue honorary to the human character. 

Mr. Hancock was a yoimg gentleman of for- 
tune, of more external accomplifhments than 
real abilities. He was polite ift manners, eafy 
in addrefs, affable, civil, and liberal. With thefe 
accomplifhments, he was capricious, fanguine, 
and implacable : naturally generous, he was 
profufe in expenfe ; he fcattered largeffes with- 
out difcretion, and purchafed favors by the 
wafle of wealth, until he reached the ultima- 
tum of his wifhes, which centered in the focus 
of popular applaufe. He enlifled early in the 
caufe of his country, at the infHgation of fome 
gentlemen of penetration, who thought his am- 
ple fortune might ^ve confideration, while his 
fiddenefs could not injure, fo long as he was un- 
der the influence of men of fuperior judgment. 
They complimented him by nominations to com^ 
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mhtees of importance, till he plunged too &r to chap, vl 
recede ; and flattered by ideas of his own con- 
fequence, he had taken a decided part before 
the battle of Lexington, and was prefident of 
the provincial congrefc, when that event took 

By the appearance of zeal, added to a certain 
alacrity of engaging in any public department, 
Mr. Hancock was influential in keeping up the 
tide of oppofltion ; and by a concurrence of 
fortuitous drcumftances, among which this pro- 
fcription was the moft capital, he reached the 
fmnmit of popularity, which raifed him after- 
wards to the moft elevated ftations, and very 
fortunately he had the honor of aflixing his 
fignature as prefident, to many of the fubfe- 
quent proceedings of the continental congrefs, 
which will ever hold an illuftrious rank in the 
page of hiftory. 

Mr, Hancock had repaired to Philadelphia, 
to take his feat in congrefs, immediately after 
he made his efcape from Lexington. Part of 
the objeft of the excurfion of the eighteenth of 
April, was the capture of him and Mr. Adams; 
they were both particularly inquired for, and 
the houfe in which they lodged furrounded by 
the king's troops, the moment after thefe gen- 
tlemen had retreated half-naked. Had they 
been found, they would undoubtedly have bqen 
Ihut up in Bofton, if nothing more fatal had 
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be^i ioflii^d, inftead of being left at liberty 
to purius a political career that wiU tranfisttt 
their names with applaufe to pofterity. 

The abfence of the late worthy prefident of 
congrefs, Mr. Randolph, and the arrival of Mr;, 
Hancock at Philadelphia, at the fortunate mo* 
ment when the enthufiafm infpired by Gage's 
proclamation was at the height, both concur- 
red to promote his elevation. He was chofen 
to prefide in the refpedable affembly of delei- 
gates, avowedly on the fole principle of his hav- 
ing been profcribed by general Gage, It was 
uncouthly faid, by a member of congrefs, that 
" they would Ihew mother Britain how littlfe 
*' they cared for her, by choofing a Maflkchu* 
" fetts man for their prefident, who had been 
** recently excluded from pardon by public pro- 
*' clamation/' The choice was fuddenly made, 
and with rather too much levity for the times^ 
or for the dignity of the office. Mr. Hancock's 
modefty prompted him for a moment to hefitate 
on the unexpefted event, as if diffident of his 
own qualifications ; when one of the mem^i 
bers,* of a more robufl: conftitution, and lels 
delicacy of manners, took him in his arms, and 
placed him in the prefidential chair. 



*' A Mr. Harrilbn, from Virginia, the fame who made 
the above fpeech, Thefe circum (lances were verbally clfr» 
tailed to the author of thefe annals by a refpe^able mem* 
per of congrefs then prefent. 
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Tkisfiidden elevation might place the for- chap, vl 
t^Bate candidate in a fimilar fituation with the 
cdiebrated pope GanganeUi, who obferved of 
himfelf, that after putting on the triple crown, 
he often felt his own pulfe, to fee if he was the 
lame identical perfon he was a few years be- 
fore. Mr. Hancock continued in the prefiden- 
dal chair until October, one thoufand feven 
hundred and feventy-nine, when he took a 
formal leave of congrefe, and never again re- 
jmned that refpeftaWe body. His time however 
was fully occupied in his own ftate in the vari- 
ous employments, to which he was called by a 
majority of voices in the Maflachufetts, where 
hi^ popular talents had a commanding influence, 
during the refidue of his life.* But in the 
progrefe of the revolution, feveral men of lels 
confequence iJian Mr. Hancock, and for inferior 
d^ums to patriotifm, were raifed to the fame 
dignified ftation. 

In the effervefcence of popular commotions, 
it is not uncommon to fee the favorites of for- 
tune elevated to the pinnacle of rank by trivial 
drcumflances, that appear the refult of acci- 
dent. 

Thofe who mark the changes and the progrefs 
of events through all revolutions, will frequent- 
ly lee diftinftions beftowed, where there are no 

* See Appendix, Note, No. XIII. 
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commanding talents, and honors retained, more 
from the ftrong influence of popular enthu- 
fiafrn, than from the guidance of reafon, which 
operates too little on the generality of man- 
Idnd. 

It may be obferved, that public commotions 
in human affairs, like the fliocks of nature, 
convulfe the whole fyftem, and level the lofty 
mountains, which have arifen fcfr ages above the 
clouds, beneath the vallies ; while the hiUock, 
unnoticed before, is raifed to a pitch of eleva- 
tion, that renders it a land-mark for the eye of 
the weary feaman to reft upon. 

All revolutions evince the truth of the ob- 
fervation of a writer, that '' Many men great 
•' in title, have the fpirit of flaves, many low in 
*' fortune, have great fpirits, many a Cicero 
** has kept fheep, many a Cstfar followed the 
** plough, many a Virgil folded cattle.*'* 

The fudden rotations in human affairs are 
wifely permitted by Providence, to remind 
manldnd of their natural equality, to check 
the pride of wealth, to reftrain the infolence of 
rank and family diftin<ftions, which top fre- 
quently opprefs the various claffes in fodety. 

The late proclamation of general Gage was 
confidered as a prelude to immediate aftion, 

* Sir Francis O/bome's Memoirs. 
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and from all intelligence that could be obtained chap. vi. 
'from the town, there appeared the ftrongeft 
reafon to expe<5t a fecond lally from the troops 
lying in Bofton* Uncertain on which fide the 
ftorm would begin, the provincials thought it 
neceflary to guard againft furprife, by fortifying 
on both fides of the to\^Tij in the beft manner 
they were able. They threw up fome flight 
entrenchments at Roxbury, and feveral other 
places on the fouth fide of Bofton ; at the fame 
time, on the night of the fixteenth of June, 
they began fome works at the extreme part of 
a peninfula at the north, running from Charlef- 
town to the river, which feparates that town 
from Bofton. They executed this bufineis with 
fuch fecrecy and difpatch, that the officers of a 
fliip of war then in tjie river, exprefled their af- 
toniihment in the morning, when they faw 
fome confiderable works reared and fortified in 
the coii^pafs of a few hours, where, from the 
contiguous fituation,* they leaft expected the 
Americans would look them in the face. 

The alarm was immediately given, and or- 
ders iflued, that a continual fire fliould be kept 

♦ Thefe works were erefted on Breed's hill. This was 
the fpot that coft the Britifh army fo dear through the glo» 
rious adion of that day, genen^Ily ftyled the battle of Btmkir 
hill. After the Americans retreated, the Britifh left Breed's 
hill, took their ftand, and ftrongly fortified Bunker hill, 
about a fourth of a mile difiant. Thus has the name of 
the place of action been frequently confounded. 

VOL. I. 2....D 
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CHAP. VI playing upon the unfinifhed works, from the 
\^^c ftips, the floating batteries in the river, and a 
fortified hill on the other fide ; but with unpar- 
ralleled perfeverance, the Americans continued 
to ftrengthen their entrenchments, without re- 
turning a {hot until near noon, when the Brit- 
ifh army, confifting of ten companies of grena- 
diers, four battalions of infantry, and a heavy 
tnun of artillery, advanced under the command 
of general Pigot and major general Howe. A 
fevere engagement enfued : many men and fev- 
eral brave oflicers of the royal army fell on the 
firft fire of the Americans. This unexpefted 
falute threw them into fome confufion ; but by 
the firmnefs of general Howe, and the timely 
affiftance of general Clinton, who, with a freftt 
detachment arrived in feafon, the troops were 
immediately rallied, and brought to the charge 
with redoubled fury. They mqunted the ram- 
parts with fixed bayonets, and notwithftanding 
the moft heroic refiftance, they foon made 
themfelves matters of the difputed hill. 

Overpowered by numbers, and exhaufted by 
the fatigue of the preceding night, and all hope 
of reinforcement cut off by the inceflant fire of 
thefhips acrofs a neck of land that feparated 
them from the country, the provincials were 
obliged to retreat, and leave the ground to the 
Britilh troops. Many of their moft experienced 
officers acknowledged the valor of their oppo- 
nents ; and that in proportion to the forces en- 
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gaged, there had been few aftibns in which the cHAP.vt. 
military renown of Britifh troops had been ^^ H 

more feverely tried. Their chagrin was mani- * x 

feft, that the bravery of Britilh foldiers, which 
had been often fignalized in the nobleft feats of 
valor, fliould be thus refitted ; that they ftiould 41 

be galled, wounded, and flaughtered, by an ^ 

handful of cottagers^ as they termed -them, under J|| 

officers of little military fkill, and lefs experi- 
ence, whom they had affefted to hold in ineffa- :^ / j 
We contempt. | 

There is a certain point of military honor, • ^^ j 

that often urges againil the feelings of human- v ^1 

ity, to dip the fword in blood. Thus, from the ^ * . j ^ 

early maxims of implicit obedience, the firft * / 

principle of military education, many men of 

real merit hazarded fortune, life, and reputa- f ^ ^ 

tion, in the inglorious work of devaftation and ^ 

ruin, through the fields and villages of America. 
Yet fuch was the reluftance (hewn by fome to ^V: 

engage with fpirit in the difagreeable enterprifet ^ ^ 

of this day, that their officers were obliged to ^ * , (. 

ufe the utmoft feverity towards them, to ftimu- 
late others to perfevere. The town of Charlef- ^ "' - ^ 

town was reduced to allies by the fire of the / 

flapping, while the land forces were ftorming 
the hills. Thus, in concert, was this flourifli- # • 

ing and compad; town deftroyed, in the moft *^> 

wanton difplay of power. There were about • 

four hundred dwelling-houfes in the centre of J 

Chafleftown, which, with the out-houfes adja- " 'i 
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cHAP.vf. cent, and many buildings in the fuburbs, were 
alfo funk in the conflagration. The fate of 
this unfortunate town was beheld with folem- 
nity and regret, by many even of thofe who 
were not favorably difpofed to the liberties of 
the weftern world. The ingratitude which 
marked the tranfaftion aggravated the guilty 
deed. We have recently feen the inhabitants 
of that place, prompted by humanity, opening 
their doors for the relief, and pouring balm in-^ 
to the wounds, of the routed corps on the nine-, 
teenth of April. This in the eye of juftice muft • 
enhance the atrocity, and forever ftigmatize the 
ingratitude, which fo foon after wrapped the 
town in flames, and fent out the naked inhabit- 
ants, the prey of poverty and defpair. 

There are few things which place the pride 
of man in a more confpicuous point of view, 
than the advantages claimed in all military ren- 
contres that are not decilive. Thus, though 
at the expenfe of many lives, and the lofs of 
(bme ofHheir braveft officers, the Britifh army 
exulted much in becoming mafl:ers of an unfin- 
iihed entrenchment, and driving the Americans 
from their advanced poft. Upwards of one 
thoufand men, including the wounded, fell in 
this aftion on the royal fide. Among the flain 
was lieutenant colonel Abercjombie, an officer 
much efteemed by his friends and his country, 
and a major Pit cairn, a gentleman of fo much 
merit, that his fiill was lamented even by hi$ 
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enemies. His valor on this occafion would ^^-^ 
have reflefted glory on his memory, had it been j ^17 j. 
fignalized in a more honorable caufe.*" 

While this tragedy was afting on the other 
fide of the Charles river, the terror and con- 
fternation of the town of Bofton are fcarcely de* 
fcribable* In the utmoft anxiety, they beheld 
the feene from the eminences. Apprehenfive 
for themfelves, and trembling for their friends 
engaged in the bloody conflid, they were not 
ieis affected by the hideous flirieks of the wo- 
men and children connected with the king's 
troops, who beheld their hufbands, their friends, 
and relations, wounded, mangled, and ilain, 
ferried over the river in boat-loads, from the 
Seld of carnage. 

On the other fide, though the Americans 
were obliged to quit the field with very confid-r 
erable lofs, yet they gloried in the honor they 
had this day acquired by arms. They retired 
only one mile from the fcene of aftion, where 
they took pofleflion of an advantageous height, 
and threw up new works on Profpeft hill, with 
the enthufiafm of men determined to be free. 

* It may be obferved^ that his zeal in the caufe in which 
he was engaged, had hurried him previous to this adion 
to fome fteps that could not eafily be forgiven by Ameri- 
cans, particularly by thofe who believed him to have been 
the officer, who firft gave the order for the king's troops to 
Hre on the militia alTembling at Lexington, on their appear^ 
ance. 
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CHAP. VI. They foon environed the town of Bofton on all 
^^ fides with military parade, and tjiough they 
wept the fall of many brave men, they bade 
a daily challenge to their enemies. 

But a doud was caft over every face by the 
death of the intrepid major general Jofeph War- 
ren, who, to the inexpreflible grief of his coun- 
trymen, loft his life in the memi.9rable aftion 
ufually ftyled the battle of Bunker hill. He feB 
covered with laurels, choofing rather to die in 
the field, than to grace the viftory of his foes 
by the triumph they woidd have enjoyed in his 
imprifonment. He had been chofen prefident 
of the provincial congrefe, when Mr. Hancock 
repaired to Philadelphia, and was an aftive vol- 
unteer in feveral fkirmiflies that had taken place 
fince the commencement of hoftilities, which in 
the minds of his enemies would have lanOTon- 
ed the fevereft indignities their refentment 
might have diftated, had he fallen into their 
hands at this early period of the war. 

This gentleman had been appointed a major 
general only four days previous to the late ac- 
tion : he was educated in the medical line, and 
was much refpefted for his profeflional as well 
as his political abilities. He pofleffed a dear un- 
derftanding, a ftrong mind, a difpofition hu- 
mane and generous, with manners eafy, afiable, 
and engaging; but zealous, aftive, and fan- 
guine, in the caufe of his oppreffed country, it 
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i8 to be lamented, that he rather incautioufly chapvl 
courted the poft of danger, and nilhed precip- 
itately on his fate, while more important oc- 
cafions required his paying fome regard to per- 
fonal fafety. Yet, if the love of fame is the 
ibongeft pailion of the mind, and Human nature 
pants for diftindion in the flowery field, per- 
haps there was never a moment of more un- 
fading glory, offered to the wiflies of the brave, 
than that which marked the exit of this heroic 
officer. 

He was the firft victim of rank that fell by the 
fword in the conteft between GreatBritain and A- 
merica : and the conflagration of Charlefiown, 
enkindled by the wanton barbarity of his enemies, 
lighted his manes to the grave. Thefe drcum- 
ftaiices enfure a record in every hiftorical annal, 
ivlife his memory will be revered by every lo- 
ver of his country, and the name of Warren 
will be enrolled at the head of that band of pat- 
riots and heroes, who facrificed their lives to 
purchafe the independence of America. 

After the late a£Hon, the Britifli troops ap- 
peared to be in no condition for further opera- 
tions ; weakened by the fevere engagement 
near Bunker hill, flckly in the camp, and dif- 
heartened by unexpected bravery, where they 
had feared no refiftance ; ftraitened for provi- 
fions, and deftitute of forage, except what was 
piratically plundered from the neighbouring 
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CHAP, m fliores^ they kept themfelves fliut up in Boflon 
^77^ the remainder of the fummer. Here they con- 
tinued in fa quiet a manner, that had they not 
ibmetimes for their own amufement faluted th<; 
country with the found of a ufelefs cannon- 
ade, or the burfting of a fhell, the people might 
have forgotten, that the monarch of Britain 
had feveral thoufand foldiers cooped up within 
the walls of a city that ftill acknowledged him 
as their fovereign. The inhabitants of the 
town were held in durefs, but their military" 
mafters did not prefume to enlarge their own 
quarters. 

While this interefting . fcene had been afting 
in the field, the congrefs of the Maflachufetts 
had fent on to Philadelphia for the opinion 
of the united delegates relative to their aflump- 
tion of a regular form of government. Articles 
of confederation had been agreed to in general 
congrefs, in which a recapitulation of grievan- 
ces, and the reafons for taking up arms were 
fubjoined in terms little fliort of a declaration 
of war, Thefe had been publilhed in May, 
one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-five ; 
but their ratification by legiflative bodies, or 
provincial congrefles, had not yet generally 
taken place. But as the independence of Ame- 
rica was not yet formally declared, it was in 
contemplation with many members of congrefs, 
as well as others of equal judgment, that 
when all fhould be convinced, that the breach 
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between the two countries was totally irrecon- chap. vi. 
eiieable, that the fame modes of legiflation and 
government fhould be adopted in all the colo- 
nies. It was then thought that a fmiilarity of 
manners, police, and government, throughout 
the continent, would cement the union, and 
might fupport the fovereignty of each individu- 
al ftate, while yet, for general purpofes, all 
fhould be in fubordination to the congreffional 
head. 

An elegant writer has obferved, that it is no 
eafy matter to render the union of independent 
ftates perfefl: and entire, unlefs the genius and 
forms of their refpeftive governments are in 
feme degree fimilar. The judicious body afifem- 
bled at Philadelphia were fully convinced of 
this ; they were not infenfible that a number of 
ftates, under different conftitutions, and various 
modes of government and civil police, each reg- 
ulated by their own municipal laws, would foon 
be fwayed by local interefls that might create 
irreconcileable feuds tending to disjoint the 
whole.* It was therefore judged befl, to re- 

* Congrefs had about this time adopted the refolution 
to advife each of the colonies explicitly to renounce the 
government of Great Britain^ and to form conftitutions of 
government for themfelves, adequate to their exigencies, 
and agreeable to their own modes of tli inking, where any 
variation of fentiment prevailed. This was aded upon, 
and a reprefentative government, confiding of one or more 
branches, was adopted in each colony. 
VOL. 1. 2....E 
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commend to the Maffachufetts, the refumption 
of a regular form of government in the pre- 
fent exigence, on the plan of the old charter of 
William and Mary, which gave authority to 
the majority of counfellors, chofen by an houfe 
of reprefentatives, to exercife all governmental 
ads, as if the governor was really abfent or 
dead. 

On this recommendation, James Warren, Efq* 
prefident of the provincial congrefs, by their 
authority, iffued writs in his own name, requir- 
ing the freeholders in every town to convene, 
and eleft their reprefentatives, to meet at Wa- 
tertown on the twentieth of July, one thou- 
fand feven hundred and feventy-five. This 
fummons was readily obeyed, and a full houfe 
appeared at the time and place appointed ; the 
late prefident of the provincial congrefs was 
unanimoufly chofen fpeaker of the new houfe. 
Regardlefs of the vacant chair, they felefted a 
council, and the two branches proceeded to le- 
giflation and the internal police of the province, 
as ufually had been the practice in the abfence 
of the governor and lieutenant governor.* 

Thus, after living for more than twelve 
months without any legal government, with- 
out law, and without any regular adminiftra- 
tion of juftice, but what arofe from the inter- 
nal fenfe of moral obligation, which is feldom a 

» See Appendix, Note, No. XIV. 
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fufficient reftraint on the people at large, the chap. vi. 
Maflachufetts returned peaceably to the regular 
and neceffary fubordination of civil fociety, 
SUuced nearly to a flate of nature with regard 
t^jSll civil or authoritative ties, it is almoft in- 
diedible, that the principles of reftitude and 
common juftice fhould have been fo generally 
iafluential. For, fuch is the reftlefs and hoftile 
difpofition of man, that it will not fuffer him to 
remain long in a ftate of repofe, whether on the 
fummit of human glory, or reclined on his own 
native turf, when probable contingencies prom- 
ife him the acquifition of either wealth or fame. 
From the wants, the weaknefs, and the ferocity 
of human nature, mankind cannot fubfift long 
in fociety, vdthout fome liable fyftem of coer- 
dve power. Yet amidft the complicated diffi- 
culties with which they were furrounded, the 
horrors of anarchy were far from prevailing in 
the province : vice feemed to be abafhed by 
the examples of moderation, difintereftednefs, 
and generofity, exhibited by many of the pa- 
triotic leaders of prefent meafures. 

It hasr been obferved already, that not a drop 
of blood had ever been fpilt by the people in 
any of the commotions preceding the com- 
mencement of war, and that the fear of popular 
sefentment was undoubtedly a guard on the 
condud of fome individuals. Others, check- 
ed by the frowns of public virtue, crimes of 
an atrocious nature had feldom been* perpetrat- 
ed : all claffes feemed to be awed by the mag- 
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CHAP. VL nitude of the objefts before them ; private dif- 
putes were amicably adjufled or poftponed, uii» 
til time and events fliould give the opportunity 
of legal decifion, or render the claims oiibi- 
dividuals of little confequence, by their b^pg 
ingulfed in the torrent of defpotifm, gen«j|l- 
ly poured out by the conqueror, who fights 
for the eftablifliment of uncontrolled power. 
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CHAPTER Vn, 

A diapttnental Army — ^Mr. Wafliington appoint&d to the 
Coinniand.-r-General Gage recalled — fucceeded hj Sir 
William Howe. — Depredations on the Sea Coaft — ^Fal- 
»(mth burnt. — Canadian A£airs-^Death aad CharadcT 
of General Montgonjerjr. 

Freedom, long hunted round the globe by 
a fucceffion of tyrants, appeared at this period, 
as if about to ereft her ftandard in America ; 
the fcimitar was drawn from principles, that 
held life and property as a feather in the balance 
againft the chains of fervitude that clanked in 
her difgufted ear. The blood of innocence had 
already crimfoned over the fields which had 
teemed for the nourifliment of Britain, who, 
inftead of liftening to the groans of an oppreffed 
country, had recently wrung out the tears of 
anguilh, until the inhabitants of the plundered 
towns were ready to quit the elegancies of life, 
and takerefuge in the foreft, to fecure the un- 
impaired poffeffion of thofe privileges which 
they confidered as a grant from heaven, that 
no earthly potentate had a right to feize with 
impunity, 

The bulk of mankind have indeed, in all 
countries in their turn, been made the prey of 
fimbition. It is a truth thatjio one will con* 
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teft, though all may regret, that in proportion 
to the increafe of wealth, the improvemenlt in 
arts, and the refinements in fociety, the great 
body of the people have either by fcMPce or 
fraud, become the flaves of the few, who by 
chance, violence, or accident, have deftroyed 
the natural equality of their afibdates. Sanc- 
tioned by time and habit, an indefeaiit4e ri|^t 
has been claimed, that lets fo mifchievous a 
creature as man above all law, and fubjefts the 
Kves of miUions, to the rapacious will of an in- 
dividual, who, by the intoxicating nature of 
power, foon forgets that there are any obliga- 
tions due to the fubjed, a reptile in his opinion, 
made only for the drudgery neceffary to main- 
tain the Q>lendor of government, and the fup- 
port of prerogative. Every ftep taken by the 
Britifh government^ relative to tlie colonies, 
confirmed this truth, taught them their dan- 
ger, and evinced to the Americans the necef- 
fity of guarding at all points, againfi the affum- 
ed jurifdidion of an aiTembly of men, difpofed 
to innovate continually on the rights of their 
fellow fubjeds who had no voice in parliament, 
and whofe petitions did not reach, or had no 
influence on the ear of the fovereign. 

The fucceis of the laft fupplicatory addrefe 
offered to the parliament of 'Britain by the 
United States, ftiU hung in fufpenfe ; yet the 
crifis appeared fo alarming, that it was thought 
neceffary by many, to attend immediately to 
the eftablilhment of a continental army on 



Digitized by 



Google 



1775. 



THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. JSl 

fomeftable and refpedable footing. But there cnAp.n. 
wer^ feme influentisd members in congreis^ who 
dreaded the confequence of a ftep £6 replete 
widi the appearance of hoftility, if not with 
the ae^owed defign of independence ; they ob- 
ferveid, that fuch a meafure would be an inev- 
itable bar to the reftoration of harmony. 

Some, who had warmly oppofed the meafures 
of adminiftration, and ably advocated the 
rights of the colonies, were of this opinion. 
The idea of diffevering the empire, ihocked 
their feelings ; they fHll ardently wiflied, both 
from the principles of humanity, and what 
they judged the foundeft policy, to continue if 
poffible, the natural connexion with Britain. 
Others of a more timid complexion, readily 
united with thefe gentlemen, and urged, not- 
withftanding the contempt poured on all for- 
mer Applications, that even, if their late peti- 
tion Ihould be rejefted, they Ihould yet make 
one effort more for conciliation and relief, by 
the hitherto fruitlefs mode of prayer and re^ 
monfirance. Men of more enlarged and com- 
prehenfive views, confidered this propofal as 
the Jinejfe of {hallow politicians, deiigned only 
to prevent the organization of a continental 
army. 

The ce^d)rated Machbvel, pronounced by 
fome the prince of politicians, has obferved, 
" that ^ery ftate is in danger of diflblution, 
** whofe government is not frequently reduced 
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CHAP. VI. ^ to its original principles." The conduA of 
*Tirr^ the Britiih adminiftration towards the colonies^ 
the corruption of the government in every de- 
partment, their deviations from firft principles, 
and the enormous public debt of the nation, 
evinced not only the neceflity of a reform in 
parliament, but appeared to require fuch a ren- 
ovation of the Britifh conftitution, as w?s not 
likely foon to take place. Thus circumftanced, 
many thought it the intereft of America, to 
diffolve the connexion with fuch a govern- 
ment, and were utterly oppofed to delay, or 
any further application to the Britiih king or 
parliament, by petition or conceflion. 

After a long debate on the fubjeft, the laft 
defcription of perfons were obliged reluAandy 
to accede to a meafure which they thought 
promifed nothing but delay or difgrace. By 
a kind of neceflary compromife, a moft num- 
ble and loyal petition dire<ftiy to the king of 
Great Britain, was again agreed to by the dele- 
gated powers of the United States. At the 
fame time, it was ftipulated by all parties, that 
military preparations Ihould be made, and an 
army raifed without farther hefitation. A de- 
cided^ majority in congrefs, voted, that twen- 
ty thoufand men fliould be immediately equip- 
ped and fupported at the expenfe of the United 
States of America. The honorable William 
Penn, late governor of Pennfylvania, was chofen 
agent to the court of Britain, and direfted to 
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deliver the petition to the king himfelf, and to 
endeavor by his perfonal influence, to pro- 
cure a favorable reception to this laft addrefs. ^'^'^^* 

The command of the army, by the unani- 
mous voice of congrefs, was veiled in George 
Wa(hington, Efq, then a delegate from the State 
of Virginia. He received this mark of confi- 
dence, from his country, with becoming mod- 
efty, and declined all compenfation for his fer- 
vices, more than fliould be fuffident to defray 
his expenditures, for which he would regularly 
account. 

Mr. Walhington wis a gentlemaii of family 
and fortune, of a polite, but not a learned 
education ; he appeared to poffefs a coolnefs of 
temper, and a degree of moderation and judg- 
ment, that qualified him for the elevated fta- 
tion in Which he was now placed ; with fome 
confiderable knowledge of mankind, h^ fup* 
ported the referve of the ftate£man, with the 
. occafional afiability of the courtier. In his 
charaAer was blended a certain dignity, united 
with the Appearance of good humour ; he pof- 
fefled courage without ralhnefs, patriotifm and 
zeal without acrimony, and retained with uni- 
verfal applaufe the firft military command, un- 
til the eftablifliment of independence. Through 
the various changes of fortune in the fubfequent 
conflld, though the flownefs of his movements 
was cenfured by fome, his charafter fuffered lit- 
tle diininution to the conclufion of a war„ that 
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CHAP. VI. from the extraordinary exigencies of an infant - 
TrZ~ republic, required at times, the caution of Fa- 
bius, the energy of Caefar, and the happy facili- • 
ty of expedient in diftrefs, fo remarkable in the 
military operations of the illuftrious Frede- 
rick.* With the firft of thefe qualities, he was 
endowed by nature ; the fecond was awakened 
by neceflity ; and the third hfe acquired by ex- 
periencc in the field of glory and danger, which 
extended his fame through half the globe. 

In the late war between Enghnd and France, 
Mr. Wafliington had beea in feveral military 
rencounters, and had particularly fignalized 
himfelf in the unfortunate expedition under 
general Braddock, in the wildernefs on the bor- 
ders of the Ohio, in the year one thoufand fe- 
ven hundred and fifty-five. His conduct on 
that occafion raifed an eclat of his valor and 
prudence; in confequence* of which many young 
gentlemen from all parts of the continent, al- 
lured by the name of major Wafliington, volun- 
tarily entered the fervice, proud of being en- " 
rolled in the lift of oflicers under one efteemed 
fo gallant a commander. 

General Wafliington arrived at the camp at 
Cambridge in the neighbourhood of Bofton, 
the beginning of July, one thoufand, feven hun- 

• The late king of Pruflia, well known for this trait in 
his charader, by all who are acquainted with the hiftorj 
of his reign. 
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dred and feventy-five. He was accompanied chap.vl 
by feveral officers of diftinftion from the fouth- 
,ern ftates, and by Charles Lee and Horatia 
Gates, both natives of Great Britain, appointed 
now to high rank in the American army. 
There appeared much expeftation from his abil- 
ities, and a general fatisfadtion in the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Wafhington to the chief com- 
mand. A congratulatory addrefe, expreffive of 
their efteem, with the ftrongeft affurances of 
their aid and fupport, to enable him to dif- 
charge the duties of his arduous and exalted 
ftation, was prefented him from the provincial 
congrefs of Maflachufetts, through the hand of 
their prefident, James Warren. To this gentle- 
man, general Wafliington brought letters gf 
importance, and to him he was referred for ad- 
vice by the delegates of the Maffachufetts, 
as " a judicious, confidential friend, who would 
" never deceive him." 

In his reply to this addrefs, general Wafhing- 
ton obferved, '^ That in leaving the enjoyments 
** of domeftic life, he had only emulated the 
" virtue and public fpirit of the whole province 
** of Maflachufetts Bay ; who with a firmnefs 
" and patriotifm without example in hiftory, 
" had iacrificed the comforts of focial and pri- 
" vate felicity, in fupport of the rights of man- 
*' kind, and the-welfare of their country." In- 
deed all ranks were emulous to manifeft their 
re^)eft to the commander of the army. Multir 
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tudes flocked from every quarter to the Amcrl^ 
can ftandard, and within a few weeks the envi*. 
rons of Bofton exhibited a brjive and high fpi- 
rited army, which formed to order, difdpline, 
and fubordination, more rapidly than could have 
been expefted from their former habits, ilred 
with an enthufiafm arifing from a fenfe of the 
juftice of their caufe ; ardent, healthy, and vig. 
orous ; they were eager for action, and impa- 
tient to be led to an attack on the town of Bof- 
ton, where the Britifli army was encamped. 
But they were ftill ignorant that both private 
and political adventurers, had been fo negligent 
of their own and the public iafety, as to pay 
little attention to the importation of powder, 
arms, and other warlike ftores, previous to the 
prohibition of Britain, reftriding the ihipment 
of thofe articles to America, but for the imme^ 
diate ufe of the king^s troops^ 

Thus when hofHlities commenced, and a war 
was denounced againft the colonies, they had 
innumerable difficulties to furmount. Several 
of the moft formidaUe powers of Europe had 
been invited by Britain to aid the cruel pur- 
pofes of adminiftration, either by the loan of 
auxiliaries, or by a refufal of fupplies to the in- 
fant ftates, now flruggling alone againft a foe, 
whofe power, pride and fucceis, had often made 
the nations tremble. On a retrofped of the 
critical iituation of America, it is aftoniihing 
ihe did not fp at the ^hreil^old ; l^e had is^y^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



._ J 



1775. 



THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 28? 

governments to ereft in the feveral ftates, her chap.vh. 
legiflatures to form, and her civil police to reg- ' 
ulate on untrodden ground. She liad her ar- 
mies to eftablilh, and funds to provide for their 
payment : flie had her alliances to negociate, 
new fources of trade to ftrike out, and a navy 
to begin, while the thunder of Britain was 
alarming her coafts, the fiivages threatening her 
borders, and the troops of George the third, 
with the fword uplifted, pulhing their execrable 
purpofe to exterminate the laft veftige of free- 
dom. 

But as Providence had led to the period of 
independence, the powers of induftry and in- 
vention were called forth. Not difcouraged 
by the magnitude of the work, or the number* 
lefs obftades to the completion of their defign, 
BO difficulties damped the ardor and unanimi* 
ty of their exertions, though for a time it ap- 
peared, as if their magazines muft be furnifhed 
by the nitre from heaven, and the ore dug by 
their own hjmds from the bowels of the earth. 
The manufafture of ialt-petre, at firft confider- 
cdas the ideal projeft of fome enthufiaft for 
freedom, was not only attempted, but became 
the eafy occupation of women and children. 
Large quantities were furnifhed from many 
parts of America, and powder-mills were erefl:- 
ed, which worked it with fuccefs. Sulphur, 
iead, and iron ore, are the natural produdions of 
tlie country, and mountains pf flint h^d recently 
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jcHAP. viL been difcovered and wrought for ufe. As nature 
^ had thus furnifhed the materials, every hand 

that was not engaged in arms was employed in 
arts, with an alacrity and cheerfulnels that dif- 
covered a determination to be free. Precipi- 
tated into a conflift that probably might light 
half Europe in flames, the demand was too 
great, and the procefs too flow, to rely entirely 
on the efforts of genius and induftry. 

When general Wafliington became fuUy ap- 
prized of the aftonifliing deficiency in the arti- 
cle of powder, having been led into a mifappre- 
henfion of the ftock on hand, by irregular re- 
turns, his embarraflment was great ; he imme- 
diately applied for advice to the fpeaker of the 
houfe of reprefentatives, who judged that the 
moft prompt meafures were indifpenfably necef- 
fary. They agreed that the fpeaker fliould com- 
municate the circumftance to a few members who 
might be confidentiaUy entrufted : the refult 
was, that committees were immediately fent by 
the aflembly to many towns in the province, in 
a cautious, guarded manner, to require the 
ftocks of powder on hand in their feveral mag- 
azines. This was expeditioufly effefted, and 
with little difficulty; but the coUeftion was 
very inadequate, yet fufficient to relieve the 
anxiety of the prefent moment. Happily they 
were not apprized within the walls of Bofton, 
of the poverty of their antagonifl:s without, 
particularly in this article, until they had time 
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to coDeft the fmall ftocks from the neighbour- 
ing towns, and to receive fome, though far 
from an ample fupply, from the fouthern colo- 
nies. At this crifis, had general Gage ventur- 
ed without his entrenchments, both the Ameri-' 
can army and the people, muft have been in- 
volved in extreme diftrefs. 

Several veffels had been ptivately fent both 
to the Dutch and Englifh iflands to procure 
arms and ammunition ; but fo narrowly were 
they watched by the Britifh cruifers^ that 
they had returned with little fucCefs- 

Thefe drcumftances accelerated a fpirited ftiea- 
fure, before contemplated only by a few ; the 
arming and equipping of fliips to cruize on 
Britiih property, was a bold attempt, that 
ftartled the apprehenfions of many, zealoufly 
oppofed to the undue exercife of Britifli power ; 
but neceflity impelled, and the enterprize was 
purfued. The general affembly of the Mafia- 
chufetts foon refolved to build, 'equip and arm, 
a number of veflels fuitable for the purpofe, to 
cruize and capture any Britiih fliips that might 
be found on, or near their coafts. They grant- 
ed letters of marque and reprifal to feveral ad- 
venturers, and appointed courts of admiralty 
for the trial and condemnation of any captures 
within thofe limits. By thefe means, the fea- 
fonable capture, in the beginning of this enter- 
prife, of a Britifli fliip, laden with ordnance, 
and an aflbrted cargo of warlike ftores, fuffi- 
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ciently fuppHed the exigencies of the afmy, and 
diflipated the fears of thofe^ who had fufFered 
the moft painful apprehenfions for the fafety 
of their country. 

Thefe naval preparations may perhaps be 
faid, not to have been merely of a defenfive 
nature, the line yet avowedly obferved by the 
Americans ; but they had advanced too far to 
recede ; fophiftical diftinftions of words, or 
names, were laid afide. It is a fact, of which 
every one is fenfible, that fuccefsful oppoiition 
to arbitrary (way, places a civic crown on the 
head of the hero that refifts ; when contin- 
gencies that defeat confer an hempen cord in- 
ftead of a wreath of laurel. The fuccefs and 
cataftrophe of the infant navy of America, vnUl 
be fhewn in the fucceeding pages. 

The naked ftate of the magazines had been 
kept as fecret as poffible, and every prepa- 
ration for attack or defence, had been made, 
as if no deficiency was felt, while there 
were not three rounds of powder in the 
American camp. Lines of circumvallation 
had been formed from Myftick river to 
Roxbury and Dorchefter. But, notwithftand- 
ing the appearance of ftrength, tlte coUec- 
tion of numbers, and the hoftile difpofition of 
both parties, nothing of confequence was at- 
tempted by either, after the aftion of the feven- 
tecnth of June, during the remainder of Gage's 
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adminiftration. This inadivity was heavily chap.vu. 
cenfured by the more ardent fpirits both with- ' ' ' 
in and without the camp ; it was thought dif- ^^^^' 
graceful on the one fide, nor would it have 
been lefe diihonorable gn the other, had not 
their inability from the caufes juft mentioned 
prevented more vigorous movenients. Yet, 
from the circumftances of the colonies, their 
petition to the king ftill pending, and their al- 
legiance not formally renounced, it was judged 
by many, mofl prudent for the American ar- 
my, to remain for the present only on the d«- 
fenfive. 

Grovemor Gage obtained leave to repair to 
England in the autunui of one thoufand feven 
hundred and feventy-five. It was indeed un- 
fortunate for him, that he had been appointed 
to the command of an army and the govern- 
ment of a province, without the talents that 
qualified for the times. He was naturally a 
man of a humane difpofition, nor had his cou- 
rage ever been impeached ; but he had not the 
intrigue of the fiatefman to balance the par- 
ties, nor the fagadty neceflary to defeat 
their defigns; nor was he poffefled of that 
foldierly promptitude that leaves no interval 
between the determination and the exescution 
of his projefts. Glad to quit the thorny field, 
he bade adieu to a country he had not the abil- 
ity, and perhaps not the inclination to fubdue, 
and the command of the army devolved on Sir 
William Howe. 

YOU I. ;2.M*6 
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General Oglethorpe, his fenior in office, an 
experienced veteran, grown old in military 
fame n^thout fiillying his laurels, had the prior 
offef of this command. He agreed to accept 
the appointment on condition the miniftry 
would authorize him to aflure the colonies, 
that juftice fhould be done them. His propoCd 
at once appeared the refult of humanity an4 
equity ; he declared, that ** he knew the peo- 
♦* pie of America well ; that they never would 
•* be fubdued by arms, but that their obedi- 
•* cnce would be ever fecured by doing them 
** juftice."* A man with thefe ideas was not 
a fit inftrument for the defigns of the Britilh 
government : he was therefore, agreeable to 
his own requeft, permitted to remain at home, 
where he was a quiet fpeftator of the folly of 
his country through a feven years war with 
the colonies.! On his declining the appoint- 
ment, the important and hazardous command 
was given to general Howe, a man of pleafure 
and a foldier ; but the predominancy of the 
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t General Oglethorpe had been diftinguifhed for the 
benevolence of his difpofitlon through aU hb tranfadions 
in America, where he had refided feveral years. His 
mildnefs and equity towards the natives in the early fet- 
tlement of the date of Georgiai and his condud both in 
a civil and military capacity, had won the efteem and af- 
fedion of the inhabitants of the fouthem colonies, the appro- 
bation of his fovereign, and theapplaufe of his native country. 

Modern Umveriiil HiAoiy, vol i^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 24S 

firft trait in his charafter often interfered with chap.vh. 

the vigour and decifion neceffary to complete * 

the laft. Early on his promotion, his feverity 
and indifcretion erafed the favorable impreflion 
which many in America yet cherifhed for his 
name and family. 

In the beginning of his adminiftration, he 
publifhed a proclamation condemning to mili- 
tary execution any of the remaining inhabit- 
ants of Bofton, who ihould attempt to leave 
the town j he compelled them to form them- 
felves into bodies under officers he Ihould ap- 
point, and to take arms in cafe of an attack, 
againft their brethren in the country. Yet for 
a certain fum of money, he promifed an ex- 
emption from the cruel taik of imbruing their 
hands in the blood of their friends. But the 
moft memorable event that took place, while 
he prefided in the province, previous to the 
^acuation of Bofton, was the cannonade and 
defbruilion of Falmouth, a flourifliing and 
well-built town in the eaftern parts of the Maf- 
fachufetts. 

Alarm and depredation had fpread from fhore 
to fliore througti all the fea coafts of America j 
their Shipping were feized, their iflands plun- 
dered, their harbors infefted by the landing of 
marauding parties, and many places threatened 
with immediate conflagration. Briftol, near 
Rhode Ifland, had been attacked in a dark 
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ftormy night, and an hundred and twenty can- 
non fired on that defencelefs town within an 
hour. Many houfes were injured, and fome fet 
on fire ; a remarkable ficknefs had raged in the 
town for fome time, and the languilhing inhab- 
itants were now hurried into the ftreets in their 
beds, to preferve them from immediate death 

• ^ in the conflagration of their houfes.* This 

was an uncivil mode of demanding a tax of 

ll cattle, flieep, and hogs, for the fupply of the 

fquadron of captain (afterwards) Sir James 
' Wallace, who had for many months harafled 

^' and diftrefled the fkte of Rhode Ifland, 

i 

" This rude attack upon Briftol, took place on- 

^ly eight days previous to the wanton defolation 
^ which on the eve of winter ftripped the inhab* 

itants of Falmouth, both of fhelter and provi- 
fions, and drove them naked into the wilder- 

nefs, uncertain of any accommodations to fecurq 
them from the inclemency of the feafon. One 
captain Mowatt, who had recently been a prif- 
oner there, and had received the moft hof- 
• " ^ pitable treatment from the inhabitants, was 

•v^ . the inftrument to execute this deed of unpro- 

r voked barbarity. It is true he notified the 

town, that " he would give them two hiour^ 
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♦ The Rev, Mr. Burt, diftinguifhed for his piety, bc^ 
nevolence, and attachment to the liberties of his country, 
was found dead in a field the morning after the confla- 
gration. He had fled from his bed where he was confined 
\>y ficknefs, to efcape the flames that confumed his houfe. 
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*' to remove the human /pedes ^ at the period of chap.vu. 

*' which term^ a red pendant would be hoifted | 

" at the main-top-gaUant-maft head, and that 

" on the leaft refiftance he fliould be freed from 

" all humanity diftated by his orders or his in- 

** dination."* 

Three gentlemen repaired on board his fliip 
to inquire the reafon of this extraordinary fum- 
mons. Mowatt replied, that *' he had orders 
** to fet on fire all iJie fea-port towns from Bof- 
" ton to Halifax, Ind that he fuppofed New- 
** York was already in afhes/* He faid, " he 
** could difpenfe with his orders on no terms 
" but the compliance of the inhabitants to de- 
^ liver up their arms and ammunition,and their 
" fending on board a fupply of provifions, four 
" carriage-guns, and the fimie number of the 
" principal perfons in the town, as hoftages,that 
^ they ihould engage not to unite with their 
♦* country in any kind of oppofition to Bri- 
** tain/* He affured them that on a refufal of 
thefe conditions, he fliould lay the town in aflies 
within three hours. 

Unprepared for fuch an attack, and intimi- 
dated by the roar of cannon, which began to 
play on the town, the people fupplicated a fuf- 
penfion till the morning before they replied to 
the humiliating propofal. They improved the 

* The above is an exadl copy of Mowatt's letter. See 
Britifh Remembrancer. 
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ihort reprieve which with difficulty they ob*. 
tained, in removing their families and effeds j 
after which they made no further refifiance^ 
not even to the marines who landed with light- 
ed torches to make the devaflation complete. 
In this defencelefs fituation, the inhabitants 
confidered oppofition only as a ufelefs wafle of 
human life, and many of them flood on the 
heights, the paffive fpeftators of the fir* that 
played on the town through the day. They 
beheld with various emotions, a conflagration 
that reduced many of thenPto penury and def- 
pair ; thus, were they prepared for the occu- 
pation of foldiers, and driven to the field from 
the double motive of refentment and the necef* 
fity of immediate fubfiflence. 

New York, Stonington, Newport, and many 
other places were threatened, but did not expe- 
rience a fimilar fate. The laft, fituated on zxt 
ifbnd, was obliged to ftipulate for a weekly fup- 
ply,to fave their town from the fury of the piratic 
cal corfairs that furrounded them, who proud* 
ly boafled of the civility and generofity of their 
nation. England has indeed been long cele- 
brated for magnanimity, clemency, and human- 
ity ; but it is with nations as with individuals> 
when human nature falls from virtue, it gen- 
erally finks into the extremes of vice, in propor- 
tion as it was before confpicuous for fuperior 
exctUence. 
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Thus, the monarch divefted of compaffion^ chaf.vil 
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and the miniftry of principk, the naval ftrength 
of Britain, the miftrefs of the feas, and the ter- 
ror of Europe, was employed to interrupt the 
commerce, lay '^^rafte the cities, deftroy the 
towns, and plunge the inhabitants of America 
in mifery and defpsur ; forgetful that (he was 
ever contributing by the acquifitions of her in- 
duftry to the ftrength of Britain. Nor was 
America yet fuffidently irritated, to renounce 
her allegiance to the king, or relinquifh her 
connexion with England, cemented by the 
ftrong ties of habit and confanguinity , language, 
religion, and manners. Yet, though there was 
no formal difiblution of the legal bands that 
diat had united them, the frequent outrages 
experienced by Americans, convinced them of 
die necefiity of fome eflFeftual navai prepara- 
tions on their part. This was fo obvious, that J 
Congreis no longer delayed acting with deciiion J 
on a meafure that had been balanced by vari- 
ous opinions- They direfted general Walhing- 
ton to contraft for a number of armed veflels 
to cruife abroad, to defend the fea coafts at 
home, and as far as it was practicable, to cap« 
ture Britiih property wherever it might be 
found. 



i 



1 



Many gentlemen, fangume in opinion, that ^^j^ 

an American navy was no Utopian projed, but 
that her marine might rapidly rife to a refped- 
able height, engaged with an energy that fel- 
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dom fails of carrying into execution any at- 
tempt the human mind, on principles of reafon, 
is capable of forming. They accordingly built 
I on the large rivers from Portfinouth to Penn* 

1^ fylvania, a number of veffels, row-gallies, and 

frigates, from four to forty guns ; fitted, man- 
I ned, and completely equipped them for fea in 

/ : the courfe of a few months. All encourage- 

' ment was given both to public and private ad- 

5^ venturers who engaged in the fea fervice ; fuc- 

cefs was equal to expectation ; many very valu- 
able prizes, and a vaft number of provifion veC- 
fels from England, Ireland, and Nova Scotia, 
were Captured, and by this means the Americans 
^ were foon fupplied, not only with the necefla- 

U ries for war, but with the conveniences and the 

n ^ luxuries of life. 

While things remained in this fituation in 
Bofton, and along the Atlantic fhore, a very 
bufy and important fcene was afting in another 
Jt quarter of America. The conqueft of Quebec 

im tt \i by the immortal Wolfe, in conjunfti<» with the 

^^ -^-^ bold and hardy New Englanders, is a ftory well 

known in the annals of Britain. On the peace 
concluded with France at Fontainbleau, in the 
^ * duke of Bedford's adminiflration, the whole 

^ > province of Canada was ceded to the crown of 

England, in lieu of more valuable acquifitions 
^ relinquifhed to France. Moft of the inhabitants 

of the country were French, feme of them no* 
bleflfe, and all of tbem attached to their former 
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mafter. The Roman Catholic faith was the ef- chap vn. 
tablifhed religion of the country, yet the Cana- 
dians were in all refpefts to be governed ac- 
cording to the laws of England, until the Que- 
bec bill, the fubjeft of much political difunion 
in England, pafled into an act, in one thoufand 
feven hundred and Ibventy-four. This aft cut 
the Canadians off from the privileges of Englifli 
fobjefts, denied them an affembly of their own 
on the principles of the Britifh conftitution, dc- 
prived them of the trial by jury in civil pro- ^ 
ceffes ; the kws of France were reftored, and 
the boundaries of the province were extended 
far beyond the juft limits : the Roman Catholic 
religion alfo was not only to be tolerated, but 
was eftablifhed by aft of parliament. This was 
very offenfive both to the French and the Eng- 
nfli inhabitants, who found their interefts in- 
feparably connefted. Thefe new regulations 
were made with a view of fixing the Canadians 
more firmly in the intereft of the minifl:ry ; but 
as they had tafted the advantages of a lefs def- 
potic government, the people in general had 
adopted more liberal modes of thinking, both 
in civil and religious matters j ,and moft of the 
inhabitants were equally difl&ttisfied with th« 
late parliamentary regulations. 

The Quebec aft, unpopular in England, and 
alarming in America, was particularly dif- 
gufting to ail the Englifli fettlcrs in Canada, ex- 

roL. 1. 2....H 
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cept a few individuals employed by the crown. 
Neither the authority of adminift ration, nor 
the addrefs of governor Carleton, was fuffident 
to quiet the diforders that arofe, or to induce 
the Canadians in this early ftage of the difpute, 
to take arms to affift Ih the fubjugation of the 
other colonies. They murmured loudly at the 
meafures of the Britifh government ; they re- 
fufed peremptorily to aft againft the United 
States, and feveral of the principal Engliih in- 
habitants correfponded with fomc of the mem- 
bers of Congrefs, and encouraged the meafure? 
that were taken to bring the province of Can- 
ada into an union with the thirteen colonies. 

Thus it required no fmall intrigue to inftigate 
even the favages who delight in blood, to the 
commifTion of unprovoked hoftilities, which 
would interrupt the traffic carried on between 
them and the frontiers of the other provinces- 
It has been juftly obferved, " that the introduc- 
" tion of barbarians and favages into the con- 
" tefts of civilized nations, is a meafure preg- 
•* nant with fhame and mifchief, "which the 
*' intereft of a moment may impel, but which 
** is reprobated by the beft principles of hu- 
•' manity and reafon."* But thefe were not the 
principles on which th^ American war was con,- 
dufted. Congrefs had authentic information, 
that every method was ufed to induce thefavages 

♦ Gibbon on the decline and fall of the Roman empire. 
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to take up the hatchet againft the Americans, chap.vu. 
Several conferences had been held the preceding 
fummer, with many of their chiefs affembled at 
Montreal. This was in confequence of the 
machinations of colonel Jbhnfon, a famous In- 
dian partifan in the laft war, whofe influence 
among them was very extenfive. In thefe con- 
ferences he gave each of them a war belt and a 
tomahawk ; invited them to drink the blood, 
and feaft on the body of a Bo/Ionian^ and to ling 
the war-fong over a roafted bullock and a pipe 
of wine he had prepared for the purpofe ; but 
feveral of them declined either to eat, drink, or 
fing the barbarous fong. They afterwards de- 
livered up the black belt with the hatchet de* 
pictured thereon^ to fome of the American 
officers.* 

Thefe tranfaftions were confidered as incon- 
teftable proof, that adminiftration was determin- 
ed to employ as their allies, the fierce and nu- 
merous hordes of the wildernefs, to fubdue and 
butcher the Americans, even before they had 
' thrown off their allegiance to the crown of Bri- 
tain. It had alfo been recently difcovered, that 
governor Carleton had received a commiflion, 
authorizing him to mufter and arm all perfons 
refiding within the province of Canada, and, 
" as occafion fhould require, to march and em- 
**; bark thp levies to any of the provinces of 

* General Schuyler's letter, Dec. I4tb, 1775. piibliflied 
by order of congrefs^ 
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CHAP VII. *' America, to purfue and profecute either by 
" fea or land, all enemies, pirates, or rebels, 
" either in or out of the province ; and if it 
" fhould fo pleafe God, them to vanquifli, to 
" take, and fo apprehended, according to law, 
" them to put to death, or to preferve alive, at 
** his difcretion/** 

A detail of the fufFerings of one family v^riU 
e^'ince the wretched iituation of all in that 
province' who had the courage to complain of 
the raeafures of adiuiniftration, or indulged a 
favorable opinion of the exertions of the other 
colonics. The fingular mode of bending the 
minds of men of liberal opinions to the deiigaB 
of government, was firft experimented on Mr. 
Walker, an Englilh gentleman of fortune and 
abilities, who had been many years a refident 
at Montreal. His avowed diflike of the Quebec 
biUj drew on him the refentment of the officers 
of government, and involved him in altercation 
and danger. He had, in anfwer to the fervi|e 
maxim—" Qui le roij eji maitre^* — repeated by 
one RouveUe, coolly replied, that " with regard 
** to mbnfieur Rouvelje, it might be fo, as he 
" ate his majefty's bread ;** but added, " I deny 
*' that the king is my majier : I refped him as 
♦' my lawful fovereign, and am ready to pay 

♦ The whole of general Carleton's extraofdinary com- 
miflioi] may be feen in the parliaroenury regifter i»f Nov. 
«d, in tlie iccond ibffions of the then parliament. 
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^ due obedience to his lawful conusiands ; but chap, w 
"I cannot acknowlege any one as my majler ^^^^^ 
« wiiile I live by my own induftry ; when I rc- 
"ceive pay from the king, perhaps my ac- 
** knowledgments may be equally fobmiffive*" 
RcMlveUe immediately informed general Carle- 
ton of this converfetion ; his prudence was 
coiiin>ended, and he was foon after appointed 
one of the judges of the fupreme court at Mon- 
treal This af^intment was equally silonifli- 
ingto the French inhabitants, as it was di^uft- 
ing to the Englifh. Men of all defcriptiens had 
a very ill opinion of Rouvelle, The recent con- 
versation between him and Mr. Walker was 
mHr^refented and eKaggerated. The partifans 
of the crown and the officers of the army were 
highly exafperated againfi him ; and foon after, 
refentment was carried ib far as to attempt the 
^flaffinatipn of Mr, Walker, 

A number of fbldiers under the command of ^ 
captain Dilney, entered his houfe in the eve- 
ning, when at fupper with a few friends. On 
a fiidden noife at the door of the hall,Mrs, Walker 
imagined it to be fome Canadians, who had been 
the preceding day on bufinefs with Mr. Walker, 
as an officer of juftice. Without any hefitation 
ihe pronounced entrex ; but to her inexpreffible 
furprife, the next moment flie faw through the 
glaffes of the inner door,% number of faces, fbme 
of them blacked, others covered with a vizard 
of crape, all rifing on the fieps, and rulhing with 
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precipitation into the room : in an agony of 
furprife fhe exclaimed, " Good God, this is 
" murder !" Mr. Walker fat with his back to 
the door, and before he had time to rife, he re- 
ceived from one of the ruffians, a violent ftroke 
of a bf oad fword on his head ; he attempted to 
recover his arms and defend himfelf, but wound- 
ed in a moft cruel manner, he funk motionlefs 
on the floor, when one of the villains kneeled 
on his breaft, ^nd cut off his right ear, while he 
fo far retained his fenfes as to hear one of them 
fay, " damn him, he is dead/* 

After recovering from his wounds, he com- 
menced a civil procefs againft Difney and his 
party. The crime was proved with all its atro- 
cious aggravations, but juftice had not its ope- 
ration, either in compenfation to the fufferer^ 
or punifhment of the guilty. Mr. Walker find* 
ing himfelf unfafe in the city, retired to his 
country-houfe, determined to amufe himfelf 
with his books and his farm, without farther 
attention to political or public fcenes j but his 
perfecution was not at an end ; he had not long 
refided in his villa, before he was molefted in a 
ftill more barbarous manner. 

A party o( thirty foldiers was fent by gover- 
nor Carleton, to bring him dead or alive to 
Quebec. They furrounded his houfe juft be- 
fore day, and fummoned him to furrender. In- 
ftead of a compliance, he courageoufly endear 
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TOured to defend himfelf and his fiunily, until chap, til 
the party without fet fire to his houfe in feve- 
ral places, when he was obliged to efcape the 
flames by throwing himfelf from the third ftory. 
In the fall from a window of fuch a height, one 
of his legs was broken, which left him to the 
mercy of his antagonifts, whp made him their 
prifoner, and condufted him to Quebec, where 
he was loaded with irons, denied the ufe of pen, 
ink, and paper, and forbidden even the light of 
a taper in his darkfome cell. 

Mrs. Walker, a lady of great elegance and 
feniibility, had in the terror of the night, leap- 
ed from a fecond ftory window, and walked 
through the fiiow till exhaufted by fear and fa- 
tigue, flie was overtaken by one of the party, 
who had the companion to throw his cloa^ over 
her, and conduft her to a neighbouring houfe. 
She foon after made her efcape from that part 
of the country over the lakes, accompanied by 
the commiffioners, congrefs had fome time be* 
fore fent on, to confer with and fecure the in- 
tereft of the Canadians. The boat in which fhe 
crofled one of thofe ixdand feas, pafled another 
almoft within call, which conveyed her hufband 
a prifoner to Quebec. 

It has already been obferved, that an addrefs 
had been fent by Congrefe to the inhabitants 
of Qanada, couched in nervous, friendly and 
pathetic terms, reminding them of their com- 
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mom, danger^and urgii^ them to a union wkb 
the other ccdoniet ia defence of their commoa 
rights* But the mixture of French, Britifh, 
American, and £iTage inhabitants of that coun*^ 
try> rendered it very uncertain how fir the 
other colonies might depend <m the aid or 
friendflup of the Canadians* Congrefs appris- 
ed of the fifeuation of affitirs there, judged it 
prudent to endeavour to engage the people of aU 
defcriptions in that quarter, nK)re firmly to the 
intereft of the unions It was thought a favora- 
ble crifis for this purpofe, when the flower of 
the Britiih troops then in America, were ihut 
up in Bofton ; and when the governors of the 
ft)uthern provinces, interrupted in their nego- 
dations with the Indians, ha<I taken refuge on 
board the king*s fhips, either fftm real or im- 
agined perfonal danger. This wzs an impor- 
tant bufinefs, as whoever poflefles Canada will , 
in a great meafure command the numeroujs 
tribes beyond the lakes. A refpecbMe delega- 
tion was fent to Montreal, to treat \yith the 
white inhabitants, and as fer as poffiblc to con- 
ciliate or fecwe the coppcr-colored nations. 

The importance of poflfeffing Canada, ftrong-* 
ly imprefled the minds at this time, of gentle- 
men of the firft penetration. A very refpefta- 
ble committee vrzs fent by congrefs into the 
country, with Dr. Franklin at the head of the 
miflion ; whofe talents as a ftatefman, perfeft 
knowledge of the French language, extenfive 
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literary acquaintance with that nation, urbanity chap.vh. 
of manners, courteous deportment, united with 
a prudent referve, marked him as a fuitable 
charafter to negociate with, and endeavour to 
attach the Canadians of all defcriptions to the 
American union. Mr. Carrol of Maryland, a 
dergyman of the Roman Catholic profeffion, 
was fent on with the delegation, to adminifter 
the ordinances of religion, baptifm, abfolution, 
&€., which they had been denied for Ipme time 
by their clergy under Britifh influence ; who, 
inftead of beftowing the bleflings of the church, 
had denounced their anathemas, to the great 
grievance of many tender confciences, and* 
threatened the vengeance of heaven, as well as 
earth, on failijfe of due fubmiflion to parliamen- 
tary mandates. 

Thefe efforts to engage and fix the Canadians 
to a certain point failed ; the committee return- 
ed with little fuccefs. Words and profeflions 
are of little avail when the fword is, or is about 
to be, lifted for decifion. Congrefs now found 
that a force fufficient to ftrengthen the hands 
of their friends in that province, was the only 
mode to be relied on. In coufequence of this 
neceffity, they direfted two regiments of New 
York militia; and a body of New Englanders, 
OMififting in the whole of about three thoufand 
men, to proceed under the command of the 
genei*als Schuyler and Montgomery, by the lake 
VOL. I. 2.,..i 
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cHAr.vn. Champlain to the river Sorel, which empties it- 
_ felf into the St. Lawrence, and immediately at- 

tempt the reduftion of Quebec. They arrived 
at the IJle Noixj which lies at the entrance of 
that river, in the autumn of one tfaouland 
feven hundred and feventy-five. 

The commander there publiflied a declaration 
announcing the reafons of this movement, and 
inviting the inhabitants of every defcription to 
arrange themfelves under the banners of liberty, 
and unite in the common caufe of America. 
After this, they immediately pulhed on through 
woods, fwamps, and morafies, to a fort about 
twelve miles diftance : here, an unexpeded at- 
tack from a large body of Indians, obliged them 
to retreat to their former poft, and wait the ar* 
pval of reinforcements. 

On this retreat to the I/le Noixy general Schuy- 
ler immediately returned to ^bany ; the often- 
fible reafon was, the broken ftate of his health, 
which indeed was fo impaired, as to render him 
unfit for the fatigue of fuch a fervice. Thus 
the whole weight of the war in that quarter, 
was left to the intrepid Montgomery j who 
though qualified by his courage, capacity, and 
military experience, was not in force fiiffident 
for fo great an undertaking. He, however, not- 
withftanding the vigilance of general Carleton, 
made himfelf mafter of the forts of Chamblee 
and St. John's, and with various other fuccefles 
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arrived at Montreal, about the middle of No- chap. vn. 
vember. General Carleton had arrived there 
fome time before, and had made every exertion 
for the prefervation of all the pofts in the neigh- 
bourhood, as well as thofe above mentioned ; 
but the people dilaffeded, and his army weak, 
his efforts were blafted, and he thought himfelf 
happy to efcape the vigilance of Montgomery ; 
who had placed guards at every poft for his in- 
terception : he, however, in a dark night, in 
an open boat, fortunately pafied them all, and 
arrived at Quebec in fafety. 

When general Montgomery arrived at Mon- 
treal, the inhabitants, both French and Englifh, 
wiihed to furrender by capitulation ; but with a 
fpirit and dignity confiftent with his ufiial char- ^ 

after, he refiifed this, though at the lame time / 

he gave them the ftrongeft aflurances of juftice^ ? 

fecurity, and perfonal lafety. He pledged his 
honor for their peaceable pofleffion of then- 
property, and th^ free exercife of their religion : 
he expreffed in liberal terms, his difpofition to 
proteft the inhabitants on the fame footing with 
the other American colonies. He then denund- 
ed the poffeffion of the gates, and the keys of 
all the public ftores, and ordered them to be de- 
livered by nine o'clock the enfuing morning. 
Accc«'dingly the gates were thrown open, and 
his troops entered at the appointed hour : thus 
without the fmalleft refiftanc^, he took poffef- 
fion of this important 'poft. He treated every 
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cHAf.vn. clafs of inhabitants with that lenity and polite- 

nefs, which at once attached them to his perfon, 

^^^^' lengthened their prejudices againft the Britifli 
government, and cherifhed the favorable ideas 
many had before imbibed, both of the Ameri- 
cans, and the caufe in which they were en* 
gaged. 

When Montgomery had made all proper ar- 
rangements for the fecurity and peace of Mon- 
tre^, he prepared immediately to go fprward 
and inveft Quebec, then in a weak, defencelefi 
condition, their governor abfent, the inhab- 
itants difaffefted, and but an handful of troops 
in the garrifon. When general Carleton left 
the neighbourhood of Montreal, he made the ut- 
moft difpatch to reach and put the capital of 
Canada in a proper ftate of defence ; but he 
found Quebec in the greateft confternation and 
danger, from a quarter not apprehended, and 
fcarcely conceived poffible, from the novelty 
and hazard of the undertaking. 

A detachment of upwards of one thou&nd 
men had been marched from the army near 
Bofton. The command of this little band had 
been given to colonel Arnold, a young foldier 
of fortune, who held in equal contempt both 
danger and principle. They took paflage at 
Merrimack, and arrived at the mouth of the 
Kennebeck on the twenty-fecond of September. 
There, finding it probs^ble their provifions 
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might fall Ihort, when there coidd be no poffi- chaf. vn. 
bility of a frefli fupply, Arnold fent back three 
hundred of his men.* Moft of the remainder 
embarked in batteaux prepared for the purpofe : 
a fmall divifion of the troops marched flowly, 
and kept the banks of the river. 

Tliey encamped together every night, though 
frequently interrupted in their progrefs, by 
rocks, falls, rapids, and carrying-places, where 
they were obliged to carry their boats for feve- 
ral miles together on their fhoulders. With in- 
credible perfeverance, they traverfed woods, 
mountains,fwamps,and precipices,and were obli- 
ged alternately to cut their way where no human 
I foot had trodden,to ford fhallows,or attempt the 
navigation of a rapid ftream, with a rocky bot- 
tom, which feemed not defigned as a paflage 
for any human being to attempt. At the fame 
time their provifions were fo reduced, that they 
were obliged to eat their own dogs, and con- 
vert their flioe-leather into food. 

But with aftonifhing refolution, they fur- 
mounted every obftacle, and near two thirds of 
the detachment completed a route of feveral hun- 
dred miles, through an hideous wildernefs, un- 
explored before but by the beafts and favages 
of the foreft. It was at the time thought, that 
if the hiftorian did juftice to the heroic firmnefs 

* Thefe appeared ready to defert with a field officer 9X 
their head, if they had not been permitted to return. 



Digitized by 



Gopgle 



S62 THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF 

OAP. vu. of this little party, that it would be as honorable 
- a teftimony of the exertions of human intre- 

pidity, as the celebrated march of the renown- 
ed Hannibal: but the enterprifing ipirit of 
America has fince taught her fons to tread over 
a track'of the forlorn defert fo much more ex- 
tenfive, that this now appears but an epitome 
of their hardihood. 

Colonel Arnold with his little army almoft 
exhaufted by hunger and fatigue, reached the 
Canadian fettlements on the third of Novem- 
ber. He was received in a friendly manner, 
and a liberal fupply of provifions was o^ded 
for his relief. By the alacrity of the inhalnt- 
ants, he was in a few days furnifhed with boat^ 
to crofs the St. Lawrence, and by favor of the 
night he efFefted his paffage, in fpite of the vigi- 
lance of feveral frigates that lay in the river. 
When he fat down before Quebec, he found all 
the batteries manned from the fliipping ; but 
having no artillery, he could do little more than 
parade before the city, and wait the arrival of 
general Montgomery. 

In the mean time, general Carleton was not 
idle ; every preparation that courage or vigi- 
lance could dictate, was made for the reception 
of Montgomery. He ordered by proclamation, 
all who refufed to take arms, immediately to 
quit the city with their wives and children, on 
peril of being treated with the utmoft feverity. 
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as rebels and traitors to their king. Many of 
them obeyed, and abandoned their refidence 
and property. The Scotch inhabitants and the 
French noblejfe^ he could at that time firmly rely 
on ; all others, difgufted with the Quebec aft, 
and alienated by the feverity of the goviernor, 
were in a temper to renounce their loyalty, and 
join the Americans. Yet the fear of lofing 
their property in the confiifion that might en- 
fue, if the city was obliged to change its mafters, 
operated on fome, and caufed them to arm, 
though with great reludance. The confidera- 
tion of pecuniary loifes will always have a pow- 
erfiil influence on the minds of men : thus, the 
zeal which had been nurtured for the defence 
of liberty, foon began to abate ; and both En- 
gliih and Canadians, a6hiated by the principle of 
immediate felf-intereft, concealed their former 
. defection to the Britifli government. Many of 
them were wealthy and opulent, and became 
daily more difpofed to unite in defence of the 
town, which contained more families in opulent 
drcumftances, than all the province befides. 

After placing a garrifon in Montreal, new 
dothing his troops, and ftationing fome fmall 
detachments in the oUt-pofts in the neighbour- 
hood, general Montgomery fent a few troops 
to different parts of the province, to expedite 
farther fupplies of provifions, clothing, and 
other neceffaries. He then pufhed on his 
march beneath the fall of fhows, embarrafTed 
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with bad roads, a fevere winter, an inhofpitable 
dimate, and the murmur of his little army. 
The term of their enliftment was nearly expir- 
ed ; nothing kept them together but their at- 
tachment to their commander, and that zeal in 
the public caufe, which had already prompted 
them to encounter perils and endure hardfhips, 
which the hunun conftitution feems not calcu- 
lated to furmount, after being foftened by the 
habits of civilized life. But by the addrefs of 
the commander, and the refolution of the 
troops, they with incredible expedition arrived 
at Quebec, hotwithflanding the impediments 
that lay in their way. 

The foldiers in garrifon, with the marines 
from the king's frigates, that had been placed 
therein, and th£ armed militia, both French 
and Englifli, did not amount to more than two ^ 
thoufand men when the army arrived from 
Montreal ; but by the intrepidity of general 
Carleton, and the activity of his officers, they 
had prepared for defence with the fpirit of vet- 
erans. They rejefted with difdain a fummons 
from Montgomery to furrender the town, to 
prevent the fatal confequences of its being tak- 
en by ftorm ; fired on the flag that offered to 
convey letters with propofals for capitulation, 
obliged it to retire, and all communication vrzs 
forbidden by the inflexible Carleton. 
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General Montgomery after this, fent a fecond chap, vi 
letter* by colonel Arnold and Mr, Macpherfon, ^^ 
his aid-de-camp, to general Carleton- He up- 
braided him with perfonal ill-treatment, with 
the cruelty exercifed towards the prifoners that 
had fallen into his hands, and with the unparal* 
lelled conduct, except among favages, of firing 
at a flag of truce. He warned him not to de- 
ftroy either public or private ftores, as he had 
done at Montreal, and kept up a tone of fupe- 
riority as if fure of fuccefs. The meflengers 
reached the walls of Quebec, but were ordered 
to decamp with fpeed, and informed that the 
governor would receive no letters or hold any 
intercourfe with rebels. 

Thus circumftanced, general Montgomery 
judged that immediate and decided adion, was 
the only means of ferving his country, and fe- 
curing to himfelf that renown, which the luftre 
of his former conduct had acquired. Thus, 
depending too much on his own good fortune, 
and too Uttle acquainted with the arrangement 
and vigor within the walls, he refolved on the 
dangerous and defperate meafure of an effort to 
take the city by efcatade. He made his difpofi- 
tions accordingly, and under the cover of a vio- 
lent fiaow-ftorm, his army in four feparate divi- 

♦ See general Montgomery's letter, December 6, 17 75. 
Appendix, Note No. XV. 
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fions, began the arduous work at the fame mo- 
ment, early on the morning of the thirty-firft of 
December. 

But the enemy had gained intelligence of his 
movements, the alarm had been given, and a 
fignal made for a general engagement in the 
lower town, fome time before Montgomery had 
reached it. He however pu(hed on through a 
narrow paflage, with a hanging rock on the one 
fide, and a dangerous precipice of the banks of 
the river on the other, and with a refolution 
becoming his charafter, he gained the firft bar- 
rier. Warmed with the fpirit of magnanimity 
and a thirft for glory, the infeparable compan- 
ions of exalted minds, he met undaunted the 
fire of his enemies, and accompanied by fome 
of his braveft officers, he ruflied on to attack a 
well-defended barricade. But to the regret of 
the army, the grief of his country, and the in- 
expreffible forrow of his numerous friends, the 
valiant Montgomery, with the burels frefli 
blooming on his brow, fell at the gates by a ran- 
dom Ihot from the frozen walls of Quebec. 

Conneded with one of the firft families in 
New York,* happy in the higheft enjoyment of 
domeftic felicity, he was led by principle to quit 
the occupations of rural life ; and animated with 
an ardent zeal for the caufe of human nature, 
the liberties of mankind, and the glory of Amer- 

* He married a daughter of judge Livingfloxu 
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ica, both his aftive life, and his heroic death, ciia?.vu. 
verified his laft expreflion to his amiable lady.... ' 
" Toujhall never blufhfor your Montgomery.*^ ^ 

His philofophic tafte, his pleafing manners, 
his private virtues, and his military abilities, 
were acknowledged and revered even by his 
enemies,who cannot but pronounce the Canadian 
fields are marked with peculiar glory. It is there 
the choieeft flowers of fame may be culled to 
crown the memory of a Wolfe and a Montgom- 
ery. Yet, while one of thofe iUuftrious names, 
wriUen in charaders of blood, refleds luftre on 
the glory of a Britifli monarch, the other will 
announce to pofterity, the efforts of virtue to 
refift the tyranny of his fucceflbr. 

General Montgomery was juftly confidered as 
an early martyr in the caufe of freedom, and 
the premature ftroke that robbed his country 
of an officer of tried bravery and decided merit, 
was not only bewailed by his friends, but excit- 
ed the tear of generous compaffion from all 
thofe who were fufceptible of the nobler feelings 
of the foul, among fuch as were oppofed to him 
in political opinion. The animofities of war, 
and the enmities created by different fentiments, 
or rivalry in fame, fliould ever expire with the 
life of a hero. Yet the obfequies of this great 

* The writer of thefe annals had the particulars of his 
laft adieu, in a letter from his lady immediately after his 
death. 
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and* amiable man, were not attended with thofe 
honorary marks of refpeft, ufually paid to illuf- 
trious military charafters, when viftory has fa* 
tiated refentment : his body was thrown into 
a fledge, and without even a coffin, conveyed to 
the place of burial. The manner of general 
Montgomery's interment, was at firft reported 
much more to the honor of governor Carleton ; 
but the above account is from the teftimony of 
feveral refpeftable American officers then in 
Quebec* By the perfualion of a lady who at 
terwards married the lieutenant governor of 
Quebec, who had formerly fervfcd in the Britifh 
^rmy with general Montgomery, the body of 
this worthy officer was taken up, and again in- 
terred in a rough coffin, but without any par* 
ticulat marks of refped. The other officers 
who fell, were indifcriminately thrown with 
their clothes on, into the fame grave with their 
foldiers. 

The death of general Montgomery decided 
the fate of the day, though colonel Arnold and 
his party with great bravery kept up the at- 
tack ; nor did they quit the field until after Ar- 
nold was obliged to retire, having received a 
dangerous wound. Notwithftanding this acci- 
dent, added to the unfpeakable lofs of their 
brave commander, this fmall refolute party kept 

* Particularly captain, afterwards general, Dearborn j 
taken prifoner at the attempt on the fe^ond barrier. 
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their ground, until galled on every fide, attadc- chap.vil 
ed in the rear, and their retreat cut oflF by a 
Britifli party, who found means to fecure a paf- 
lage that prevented even the attempt, yet they 
kept up an obftinate defence for feveral hours, 
but at laft were obliged to furrender themfelves 
prifoners of war.* 

Though the manes of their commander in 
chief had not been treated with that generofity 
which is ufually the refult of true magnanimity, 
yet general Carleton treated the prifoners that 
afterwards fell into his hands, with more hu- 
manity ; their wounds were drefled, their wants 
relieved, and his own phyficians fent to vifit 
the fick. He alfo endeavoured to recal thofe, 
who, after the defeat, had taken flielter in the 
vroods, or fuch as had been left fick or wounded 
on the way, after the retreat ; and by procla- 
mation, he promifed liberty to all the unhappy 
ftragglers, when they fhould be cured of their 
wounds and difeafes. 

After the death of Montgomery, the retreat 
* of Arnold, and a furrender of a confiderable 

♦ Mod of the American officers diftinguifhed themfelves 
by their intrepidity and vigilance on this fated day | but 
none more than colonel Morgan^ who feemed to be adapt* 
ed by nature, by his ftrength of body^ vigor of mind, and 
unconquerable refolution, for the fevere conflids of war. 
This was afterwards exemplified in the many rencounters 
be met in the ravage of the Carolinas. 
• ■* 
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part of his troops, the broken forces colleded 
and retired abbut three miles from the city. 
There they kept up a kind of blockade through 
the winter ; and by the fpirit of Arnold, on 
whom the command had devolved, and the vig. 
Uance of his party, they prevented in a great 
meafure, additional recruits and fupplies for the 
relief of the city. This there was every reafon 
to expeA would be attempted, not only from 
the difficulties of their fituation within the 
dty, but from the ficklenefs of the Cana- 
dians without, and their manifeft difpo& 
tion to enlift under the banners of fuccefs. 
From their local circumftances, this change of 
temper might from the beginning have been 
apprehended, from thofe pretended allies of th^ 
United States. Their neighbourhood and con- 
nexion with the favages, their long habit of ot 
dilating between England and France, and their 
ignorance in general of the grounds of the dif- 
pute, muft naturally render their fidelity to the 
ftates, under the jurifdiction of Congrefs, very 
uncertain. 

But we leave the lakes, the wildernefs, the 
lavages, and their employers in that quarter, for 
the prefent, to obferve for a time, the intereft- 
ing movements on the borders of the Atlantic, 
and the difpofition difcovered by the andent 
parent of the colonies, which foon produced 
confecjuences of the higheft moment. It may. 
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however, be proper to obferve here, that gene- 
ral Arnold extricated himfelf in a remarkable 
manner from his embarraflments in this quar- 
ter ; and lived to be confpicuoufly diftinguifli* 
ed through the American war, for his bravery 
and addrefs, his adivity, and his viUany* 
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CHAPTER Vffl. 

Diflenfions in the Britifli Parliament. — Petition of Gover- 
nor Penn rejefted. — Boftoa evacuated. — Sir Henry 
Clinton fent to the Southward — Followed by Genetal 
Lee — His Chara<aer. — Sir Peter Parker's Attack on 
Sullivan's Ifland. — General Howe's Arrival at Sandy- 
Hook. — General WaHiington leaves Cambridge. — Ob- 
fervations on the Temper of fome of the Colonies. 

'^'''^"- While as above related, a bufy and impor- 
jyY5. tant fcene was exhibited at the northward, the 
fouthern colonies were parrying the embarraff- 
ments created by the royal governors, fome of 
whom had recently left America. The people 
were gradually laying afide the prejudices which 
mankind generally imbibe for old eftabliihed 
governments, and were preparing themfelves 
for new modes, if neceflity fhould impel, wllen- 
ever the delegates with whom they had entruft- 
ed their rights, fhould judge affairs (uUy ripen- 
ed for a declaration of independence, and a final 
feparation from Britain. The American con- 
grefs was yet waiting the refult of their late pe- 
tition to the throne, with a degree of temper 
and moderation fcarcely paralleled, among 
men poffeffing the unlimited confidence of their 
country on the one fide, and on the other irri- 
tated by the negleft and contempt of their op- 
preflbrs, and the rude infults of miniflerial 
menace. 
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Thus fufpended on the wing of expeftation, chap. vm. 
or rather an unfounded and fruitlefs hope, every 
thing remained quiet at head-quarters, through 
the winter of one thoufand feven hundred and 
feventy-fix. No attempt was made againft Bof- 
ton by the American army, nor did general 
Howe fhew any difpofition to fally from the 
town, and interrupt the tranquillity of the 
camp. In fliort, the Britifli army, engroffed by 
the pleafures of the town, and the exhibition 
oi farces compofed by one of their general offi- 
cers,* became fo inaftive, and appeared fo inof- 
fenfive, that the Americans (little lefs difpofed 
to indulge in the pleafures of peace) enjoyed at 
Cambridge the conviviality of the feafon. The 
ladies of the principal American officers repair- 
ed to the camp. Harmony and hofpitality, 
united with that fimplicity which had hitherto 
been charafteriftic of the domeftic tafte, ftyle, 
aad manners of the moft refpeftable Americans, 
reigned among them for feveral months, with- 
out the fmalleft interruption. Civility and mu- 
tual forbearance appeared between the officers 
of the royal and continental armies, and a fre- 
quent interchange of flags was indulged, for the 
gratification of the diflFerent partifans. 



* General Burgoyne, whofe genius for thefe lite- 
rary produiflions was afterwards difplayed more to his 
honor. 
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But notwithftanding the reluftance to adion, 
obfervable in two powerful and contiguous ar- 
mies, the wheels of revolution were rolling on 
in fwift progreflion. The approach of fpring 
lowered with the fate of empire, the birth of 
nations, and the painful convullions experienced 
by every ftate, ftruggling to retrieve and per- 
manently fecure the rights of nature, feized or 
curtailed by the ftrong hand of power. 

Through the laft ten years, the Britifh minify 
try had been repeatedly changed, and though 
none of them, except the duke of Grafton and 
the marquis of Rockingham,* who had figured 
at the head of adminiftration, had ihewn any dif- 
pofition to do juftice to America, yet the coun- 
fels of the cabinet had been kept in continual 
fluduation. From the retirement of lord Buta^ 
in one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-fix, 
there had been an extraordinary variety and 
fucceffion of charaders in the colonial depart- 
ment. The lords Grenville, Rockingham, 
North, HilMborough, and Dartmouth, had al- 
ternately taken the lead in this thorny path : 
feveral others had labored in the road for a 
time, and retired equally fuccefslels and cha- 
grined } particularly the duke of Grafton.f 

♦ The marquis of Rockingham was through his whole 
life uniformly oppofed to the American war. 

t The duke of Grafton was very explicit with his ma- 
jefty in his reafons for refignation. 
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From the reKgious deportment of lord Dart- chap. via. 
mouth, he had fecured the partiality of a party ; 
but it foon appeared from the inefficacy of his 
meafures, and the want of liability in his con- 
daAy that he was a very unfit perfon for a place, 
that required deeper intrigue, more energy, 
and ftronger abilities than he poffeffed. Tired 
of the burthen himfelf, and his employers weary 
of his adminiftration, he refigned his oflGice in 
the fummer of one thoufand feven hundred 
and feventy.five. 

On his refignation, lord George Germaine, 
** the bero of Minden,** entered a field which 
did not brighten his laurels, though he engaged 
with a boldnefs and temerity of fpirit, that he 
had not on all occafions difcovered. Zealous 
for the honor of his fovereign, the intereft and 
fuperiority of his nation, the dignity and fu- 
premacy of parliament, he undertook the con- 
duft of the American war, and the fubjugation 
of the colonies, with a temper and refolution 
more fanguine than difcreet. Early in his ad- 
miniftration, and through the whole courfe of 
this eventful year, propofals for an accommoda- 
tion with the colonies, were oflFered from vari- 
ous quarters ; but conciliation with America, 
had no pldce in the fyftem of the new minifter. 

The firft bill that appeared for this purpofe, 
was from the hand of lord Chatham, whofe en- 
ergetic abilities and dignified policy, had re- 
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our. Tin. cently refcued the empire from ruin. But not 
even the talents of a man who had been courted 
by his foverei^, admired by his enemies, and 
adored by the nation, had any influence on a 
miniftry, deaf to every thing but an American 
revenue, and the fupremacy of parliament. 
After the failure of the efforts of this diftin- 
guiihed ftatefman, Burke, Franklin, FothergiU, 
Hartley, and others, anxious to prevent the 
wanton wafte of human blood, brought for- 
ward their propofids to procure a reconciliation 
with the colonies, either on the terms of equity, 
or partial conceffion. They fuppbrted them 
with the moft interefting pathos, and with great 
ftrength of argument : but neither the perfua- 
five eloquence of the orator,* the reafoning 
powers or conclufive arguments of the philofo- 
pher,t nor the mild fimplicity and humane in- 
terference of the upright quaker,J were liftened 
to with the fmalleft attention, by a predetermi- 
ned adminiftration, fanftioned by the approba- 
tion of royalty. Every fuggeftion that wore 
any appearance of lenity, or re-union with the 
colonies, was rejefted on the principle of the fu- 
premacy of parliament. Tenacious of their 
power, and the right to alter, or refume at plea- 
fure, all colonial charters, and to regulate and 
tax as confiftent with the convenience of the 



I 



* Edmund Burke. f Dr. Franklin. 

t Dr. Fothcrgill All well known in the literary vrorld. 
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parent ftate, the late petition from congrefs, cha?.viil 
met the ufual ne^eft that had been fliewn to 
every former application. 

Before it was totally rejefted, the duke of 
Richmond fuggefted the propriety of queftion- 
ing governor Penn, who prefented the petition, 
relative to the ftrength^ the refources, the dif- 
pofition, and the defigns of America. Mr. P^nn 
was a gentleman whofe talents were equal to the 
])ufineis he was fent to negpciate. When called 
on the floor of the houfe of commons for ex- 
amination, he gave a clear and decided ftate- 
ment of the fituation and the views, the ex- 
peflations, the wiihes, ajid the final determina- 
tion of his countrymen^ if they failed in their 
prefent attempt to be heard by their fovereign.* 
But it was immediately aflerted, that congreis 
was an illegal body ; that no parley could be 
held with rebels ; that while the Americans in 
hoftile array were preparing armies for oppofi- 
tion to parliamentary authoidtty, it was beneath 
the dignity of the fupreme legiflative, to hold 
treaties with men who denied their fupremacy j 
that coercion alone was the proper line of adion 
for the nation ; and that it was necefl^ry this 
fyftem ihould be pulhed with redoubled vigor. 
Gonfequently, after much debate, it was agreed 
in the lioufe, that foreign auxiliaries fliould be 

♦ When the petition was prefented by Mr. Penn and 
Arthur Lee, Efq. they were told by the Minifter that no 
notice would be taken of it. 
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hired, at an immenfe expenfe, to affift in the 
complete fubjugation of the colonies. A treaty 
with the landgrave of Heffe, and a price for pay* 
ment for the loan of his Haves was voted, and 
feveral other fimilar fteps adopted to BuHlitate 
the defigns againft America. 

Thefe meafur^s appeared to many in the 
houfe, replete with abfurdity, particularly the 
calling in of foreign mercenaries, to ailift in a 
work that difcovered little liberality, lels hu- 
manity, and no wife policy. It was obferved, 
that no language or aft could juftify the authc^s 
or fupporters of this projeft. It was replied, 
** that foreign troops, infpired with military 
" maxims and ideas of implicit obedience, 
** would be lefs liable to be biafled by that falfe 
" lenity, which national foldiers might indite 
" at the expenfe of national intereft."* This 
was an unufual and bold aflertion to be made 
in a Britiih houfe of commons, and feemed tinc- 
tured with a fpirit of defpotiim, that had not al- 
ways been charaft;priftic of Engliflimen : and in- 
deed now, the minority in oppofition to this 
and feveral other high-handed meafures, was 
too refpeftable to be frowned into infignificance, 
even by the difapprobation of Jdngs.f 

The noble names of Rockingham, Scarbo- 
rough, Abingdon, Efl^gham, and Ponfonby ; 

* Britifli Annual Regifter. 
f See Appendizy Note No, XVL 
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the dukes of Manchefter, Devonfliire, Rich* chapvui. 
mond, and Grafton, with many others of equal ' 
rank and confideration, appeared on the pro- 
tefts againft the fanguine, fummary, and dan- 
gerous proceedings of parliament. Their opin- 
ions were fupported even by fome of the royal 
family : the efforts of the duke of Cumberland 
were flrenuous ; he reprobated in the mofl ex* 
pKdt terms, the whole American fyftem ; he 
lamented in pathetic language, the employing 
of foreigners ; he obferved, that he much re- 
gretted " that Brunfwickers^ who once to their 
** honor, had been employed in defence of the 
" liberties of the fubjeft, fhould now be fent to 
^ fubjugate a diftant part of the Britifh em^ 
•*pire."* 

But in fpitc of protejls^ arguments, reafon, or 
humanity, the parliament of Britain proceeded 
as expreffed in the diffent of the lords, to " a 
** refinement in tyranny*^ Towards the clofe of 
the year, they interdided all trade with Amer- 
ica, declared the colonies out t)f the royal pro- 
tedion, licenfed the feizure of their property on 
the high feas, and by an aft of parliament, gave 
the forfeiture to the captors, and direfted an in- 
difcriminate compulfion of all perfons taken on 
board any American veffel, to ferve as common 
iailors in his majefly's navy. 

* See the ipeech of his royal highnefs at large in the 
Britifh Annual Regifter. 
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CHAP Tilt This mode of procedure was oppofed and 
criminated with all the powers of language, by 
fome members of the firft confequence in the 
houfe of commons- They pronounced it the 
laft degree of wretchednefs and indignity to 
which human nature could be fubjugated. They 
obferved that " this was an infiance of tyranny 
*^ worfe than death, thus to compel the unfor- 
"tunate captives who might fall into their 
" hands, after being plundered themfelves, to 
** affift their enemies in plundering their breth- 
*^ ren." They afferted " that fuch modes of fe- 
*^ verity were without example, except among 
" pirates, outlaws, and the common enemies of 
"civil fociety." Yet, notwithftanding thefe 
feniible remonftrances, there were fome of the 
moft difHnguiflied charafters in England, fo 
heated by party fpirit, national pride, and the 
high claims of parliamentary dignity and fupe« 
riority, as fliamelefsly to avow the neceffity of 
leaping over the boundaries of equity, and wink- 
ing out of fight the immutable laws of juftice. 
It is painful to record, as an evidence of this 
affertion, a fingle inftance, that muft caufe a 
blufh for the weaknefs or wickednefs of man. 
Even the great lord Mansfield^ whofe fuperior 
talents, profound erudition, law knowledge, and 
philofophical abilities, fhould have elevated him 
above all local or party prejudices, declared pub- 
lickly, " that the original queftion of right ought 
" no longer to be confidered ; that the juftice 
" of the caufe muft give way to the prefent fit- 
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'* uation ; that they were engaged in a war, cHA/.vin. 
" and muft ufe every effort to obtain the end 
•♦propofed thereby.*** If the politician can 
juftify this fophiftical reafoning, the di6bates of 
jiiftice muft lead the upright to revolt at the 
idea : a declaration fo devoid of the principles 
of reftitude, from a man of his lordlhip's celeb- 
rity, at once ihocks the feelings of equity and 
wounds the fenfations of humanity. 

The paffions of fome were irritated by this 
extraordinary fpeech of lord Mansfield, and the 
judgment of others convinced, that America 
had nothing to expeft either from the juftice 
or clemency of parliament, under the influence 
of men of fuch abilities and principles. Yet ftill 
the chimerical projed of conqueft and fubjuga- 
tion, continued to be uniformly oppofed by the 
difTenting lords in one houfe, and a melioration 
of the American fyftem urged in the other, on 
the ftrongeft grounds of reafon, juftice, policy, 
and humanity ; but a minifterial majority was 
aftoniftiingly kept up in both, and on a divifion 
on every queftion relative to the colonies, the 
minority bore no proportion to the names in 
the other fcale. 

A war with America did not at this period 
appear to be the general wifti of the nation at 

♦ Debates in parliament, and lord Mansfield's fpeech in 
the houfe of lords, December, 1775. 
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large ; but engaged in their own pleafures and 
purfuits, they feemed rather inattentive to the 
objeft in difpute, as a matter that very little 
concerned them. There was indeed fome clam- 
or among the great body of the merchants, on 
the. total deftruftion of the American trade, and 
fome of the manufefturing towns were difpofed 
to be riotous on the occafion ; but the danger 
of a foreign war, or a final difmemberment of 
the empire, was not generally apprehended by 
the people, though thefe confequences were pre- 
difted by fome fagacious heads, and the hearts 
of the patriotic and compaffionate were hurt by 
the anticipation of the impending evils. 

Calling in the aid of foreigners, and intro- 
during a large body of German mercenaries in 
Britifli pay, to fettle a domeftic quarrel with 
the colonies, was mortifying to the pride and 
valor of every uncorrupted Englifliman. But 
the torrent of fecret influence was irrefiftiUe ; 
the expenfive fyftem was precipitated : preroga- 
tive and conqueft was the minifterial creed ; 
power the princely object : and on the approba- 
tory fpeech of the monarch, when all was at 
hazard, there appeared a coolnefs that bordered 
on apathy. Silence and fubmiflion were enjoin- 
ed on the friends of America in the houfe of 
commons ; and the liberty of writing their 
names, and witnefling their uneafinefs by their 
own fignature, was all the confolation of the 
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protefting lords, while thefe important quef- chapvih. 



tions were in agitation. 



1775. 



The debates in parliament relative to colonial 
meafures, the king's fpeech, and the rejedion 
of the late petition of the continental congrefs, 
arrived in America before the month of March, — — 
one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-fix. ^^776. 

Thefe were accompanied with the intelligence 

of the Heilian treaty, and that foreign auxilia- 
ries from various other nations were to be em- 
ployed in the compulfory fyftem, and that the 
barbarous ftrangers were to aflift in the entire 
fubjugation of the colonies, if not otherwife re- 
duced to unworthy fubmiflion. 

On this information, the indignation of all 
ranks can fcarcely be defcribed. The king's 
fpeech was condemned, and ordered to be burnt 
in the centre of the camp at Cambridge. The 
wavering were refolved, the timid grew bold, 
the placid and philofophic lovers of peace left 
the retired haunts of literary felicity, and be- 
neath the helmet and the buckler, courted the 
poft of danger : — ^vigorous adion was now the 

♦ On the prohibitory, the reftraining ad, the interdic- 
tion of trade, aod all other coercive bills, the ufual rate of 
voices in favor of them, was from an hundred and twenty 
to an hundred and fifty — the number of the minority fel- 
dom more than thirty or forty ; when they amounted to 
forty, it was thought a confiderable acquifition. 
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only line of conduft to be obferved through ev- 
ery department. Previous to any other move- 
ment, it was judged important that the Britifh 
forces ihould be immediately removed from 
Liiuii iuuiig liold in the town of Bofton, left 
the work Ihould be rendered more difficult on 
the arrival of frefli troops from Great Britain, 
now daily expefted. 

General Wafhington, fenfible of this neceffity, 
and that no more time was to be loft, opened 
a fevere cannonade on the weftern fide, not far 
diftant from the town, on the evening of the 
fourth of March. This was defigned rather to 
divert attention within the walls, than for any 
important confequences expefted from this ma- 
noeuvre without. The Americans kept up a 
conftant fire through the night, while feveral 
fmaller works were erefted for the * annoyance 
of the befieged ; but the principal efFeft "wis 
expefted from the heights of Dorchefter. By 
the greateft induftry and difpatch, a ftrong bat- 
ter}% very unexpeftedly to the enemy, appear- 
ed there on the morning of the fifth, from 
whence the Americans played their artillery 
with eafe on the town. The aflailahts under 
the direction of general Thomas, erefted and 
extended their works in fuch a judicious man- 
ner, as to command the peninfula leading to 
Bofton, Caftle- William, and at the fame time a 
confiderable part of the harbor. 



/ 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 285 

General Howe, mortified that fuch an ad- chapyhl 
Vantageous poft fhould have been fo long ne- ^^ 
gleiled by himfelf, and^ftoniflied at the appear- 
ance of fuch ftrong and defenfible works, rifing 
as it were in a night, without noife or alarm in 
that quarter, did not long hefitate on the part 
neceflary for him to aft in this critical conjunc- 
ture. There remained no alternative between 
a bold and vigorous attempt to diflodge the 
Americans, or an immediate evacuation of the 
town. To fly on the firft appearance of dan- 
ger, was humiliating to the pride of the foldier, 
leflening his military honor, and finking the dig- 
nity of th6 commander in chief. 

A choice of difficulties lay before him. He 
Was fliort of provifibns ; the foldiers had be- 
come difcontented with the fervice^ and feu 
tigued with continual watching : an immediate 
retreat might appear to him lefs difgraceful, 
than the confequences of refijftance under many 
apparent difadvantages. On the other hand, 
chagrined at the idea of drawing off feven or 
eight thoufand of the beft troops the king his 
mafter had in fervice, without ftriking a blow, 
and relinquifliing the only American town they 
then had in poffeflion, to the undifcipUned pea- 
fantry of the country, was fl:ill a more humilia- 
ting thought. From thefe confiderations he 
made all poflible preparation to diflodge the 
American troops, the evening after they were 
difcovered on the heights of Dorchefter. But 
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the intervention of the elements difconcerted 
his operations : a tremendous ftorm of wind 
and rain prevented the dangerous enterprise, 
and faved the expenfe of much blood. 

General Howe finding his defign impradica- 
ble, in confequence of this difappointment, or- 
dered an embarkation to begin as foon as the 
tempeft fliould fubfide. But embarraffed by a 
crowd of refugees and other delinquents, who, 
confcious they could not rely on their country 
for fafety, had thrown themfelves on his protec- 
tion ; encumbered with women, children, fur- 
niture, foldiers, officers, and camp equipage ; 
the inconveniences and dangers of a voyage at 
the equinoctial feafon ; the Jfterility of the coun- 
try* and the coldnefs of the clime to which he 
muft repair, with a difcontented army and a 
group of miferable, difappointed tories, render- 
ed the fituation of the Britifh commander in 
chief truly pitiable. To add to the confufion 
of the fcene, the ftrideft harmony did not exift 
between the officers of the army and navy ; 
this increafed the difficulty of accommodation 
on this unexpefted emergency, when fo many 
ufelefs perfons claimed protedion and fub- 
fiftence. 

When the Americans faw the Britifti troops 
about to depart, they did not oflFer to impede 

* General Howe went from Bofton to Halifax, Nova 
Scotia. 
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their defign in the fmalleft degree ; the cannon- cHAP.Tm. 
ade was fufpended, and they beheld with an eye 
of compaffion, the extraordinary emigration of 
fome hundreds of difafFefted Americans, whom 
they fuffered to depart with the fuccefelefi ar- 
my, without a wife to retard their flight. 
Thefe unhappy people took with them fuch of 
their effefts as the hurry of the occafion and 
their military matters would permit. General 
Walhington with a few troops entered Bofton, 
with the enfigns of triumph difplayed, and be- 
held the rear of the panic-ftruck army of Britain, 
precipitately flying from a town that had long 
been the objeft of minifterial vengeance. 

This Woodlefs vidory on the one fide, and the 
(fi^racefol flight on the other, was viewed with 
pfeafure and furprife, or with aftonifliment and 
griefjin proportion to the political hopes andfears 
that agitated the various parties, who all confider- 
edthe tranfaftions Qf the day re^ete with impor- 
tant confequences. Every mark of refpedl was 
externally Ihewn to general Wafliington, even 
by thofe who were not well aflFefted to the caufe 
m which he was engaged. Many of this dafs, 
more culpable than fame who went off with the 
Britiflk army^ chofe to ftay and caft themfelves 
on the mercy of their countrymen, irather than 
to hazard the danger of a voyage, the lofs of 
property, and a feparation from their families. 

Some, much lefs criminal than thefe, and 
many really inoffenfive perfons, fuddenly ftruck 
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with ima^nary fears, abandoned their habita- 
tions and their country, which by a little ad- 
drefs they might quietly have poffeffed. Seve- 
ral very doubtful charafters not only afted with 
decent civility and condefcenfion, but confi- 
dently aflumed merit to themfelves as friends 
of the revolution : fome of thefe were after- 
wards promoted to places and offices of high 
truft. Indeed the loyalifts in general who ftay- 
ed in Bofton, and chofe to run all hazards rather 
than quit their native country, experienced 
much clemency from the oppofite party ; yet, 
perhaps not in the full latitude that policy might 
have dieted : but the impreffions of danger 
and infult to which the vi<5lors had long been 
expofed, operated more powerfully in the minds 
of many, than the laws of forgivenefs, or the 
diftant view of political confequences. 

Thus a kind of inquifitorial court was ered- 
cd in Boflon, and fome perfons more warm than 
difcreet, and more zealous than judicious, were 
appointed to decide on the criminality of fbte 
delinquents, feveral of whom were adjudged to 
puniihments rather ridiculous than fevere. 
This ftep tended only to ftrengthen the aliena- 
tion of thofe who had, either from intereft, 
treachery, timidity, or a paffion for the fplen- 
dor of monarchy, enlifted under the banners of 
royalty, without any fixed principles in religion 
or politics. Had the new government at this 
period, paflfed an ad of indemnity and oblivion. 
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and proclaimed pardon to all who had incurred cHAf.vin. 
the public refentment, excepting a few who had 
notorioufly deferved profcription, it is probable 
many would have returned to the bofem of 
their country, and become faithful fubje£ls to 
the United States, when they could have done 
it without the imputation of being rebels to 
their fovereign* This confideration before the 
declaration of independence, had a confcientious 
influence on the minds of fome who difapprov- 
ed of the minifterial encroachments, yet fcru- 
pled the right of refiftance while the legal fub- 
jeds of the 3ritifh crown ; but the line of fep- 
aration foon after drawn, tlie doubts of many 
well-difpofed perfons were entirely diflipated. 

After the evacuation of Bofton, the fucceffion 
of important events was too rapid for the mind 
to dwell long on fingle incidents. It remained 
for fome time uncertain where the Britilh army 
and navy would next direct their operations. 
Though they failed immediately for Halifax, it 
was only to difembark their ufelefs hands, and 
fecure a rendesrvous until frefh reinforcements 
fliould arrive from England. 

The fituation of the fouthern colonies at this 
time commanded the attention of every well- 
wiflier to the American caufe. Some time be- 
fore the Britifli troops left Bofton, general Clin- 
ton had been fent fouthward to the affiftance of 

VOL. I. *2....N 
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cMAP.vni. governor Martin and lord William/ CampbelL 
We have feen that before they left their gov- 
ernments, they had inftigated a number of the 
back iieltlers in the Carolinas to create difturb- 
ances. Thefe people formerly a^rieved by 
their own government, had ftyled themfelves 
Regulators^ had embodied for oppqlition, had re- 
fitted authority, and had fuffered feverdy. 
• They were now perfuaded, that the fame per- 
fons who had fome years before oppreffed them. 
Were at this time in rebellion againft their fove- 
reign. This opinion was ftrengthened by gov- 
ernor Martin, who kept up a correfpondence 
with their leaders, and invited them to repair 
to the royal ftandard at Brunfwick, where they 
ihould be fupported by a large body of the 
king's troops. 

Though as obferved, thefe people had been 
compelled to fubmifTion, and had remained quiet 
a number of years, yet their old antipathies 
were not obliterated. Ignorant of the cauies 
of the general uneafinefs of the colonies, and 
mifkaken in charader, they united under the 
very men who had formerly exerdfed every fe- 
verity againft them and their leaders.* Thefe 
were joined by the Highlanders, who had mi- 

♦ Particul^ly a colonel Fanning, a violent partifan of 
the crown, who had been in the former infurredtion» the 
executioner of mod of their principal leaders, without even 
the form of a triaL 
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grated in fhoals after the rebellion in Scotland, chap.vui. 
in one thoufand feven hundred and forty-five : 
they had fufFered too much not to dread a fec- 
ond oppofition to the authority of the king of 
England. Thefe defcriptions of men were for 
a time very troublefome on the fouthern bor- 
ders, more particularly of North Carolina ; but 
by the fpirit aiyi aftivity of fome continental 
troops, under the command of brigadier gene* 
ral More, the whole party was defeated. Their 
commanding officer Macdonald, and moft of 
their other officers imprifoned, the unhappy 
remnant who efcaped imprifonment or death, 
retreated to the woods ; and all hope or fear 
from this quarter, was extinguifhed before the 
arrival of Sir Henry Clinton at Cape Fear. 

As foon as it was diicovered at Cambridge, 
that geiieral Clinton had left Bofton, general 
iLee was ordered to fet forward to obferve his 
manoeuvres, and prepare to meet him with ad* 
vantage in any part of the continent he might 
think proper to vifit. No man was better 
qualified at this early ftage of the war, to pene* 
trate the designs, or to face in the field an ex- ♦ 
^ perienced Britifli veteran, than general Lee. He 
had been an officer of charader and rank in 
the late war betweeh England and France.* 
Fearlefs of danger, and fond of glory, he was 

♦ He had ferved with reputation in Portugal, under the 
command of the count de la Lippe. 
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calculated for the field, without any of the 
graces that recommend the foldier to the cir- 
des of the polite. He was plain in his perfon 
even to uglinefs, and carelefs in his manners to a 
degree of rudenefs. He poffeffed a bold genius 
and an unconquerable fpirit : his voice was 
rough, his garb ordinary, his deportment mo- 
rofe. A confiderable traveller, and well ac- 
quainted with moll of the European nations, 
he was frequently agreeable in narration, and 
judicious and entertaining in obfervation. Dif- 
gufted with the minifterial fyftem, and more fo 
with his ibvereign who authorifed it, he cheriih* 
ed the American caufe from motives of referit^ 
ment, and a predilection in favor of freedom, 
more than from a juft fenfe of the rights of 
inankind. 

Without religion or country, principle, or 
attachment, gold was his deity, and liberty the 
idol of his fancy : he hoarded the former with- 
out tafte for its enjoyment, and worihipped the 
latter as the patronefs of licentioufnefs, rather 
than the prote<5brefs of virtue. He affected to 
defpife the opinion of the world, yet was fond 
of applaufe. Ambitious of fame without the 
dignity to fupport it, he emulated the heroes of 
antiquity in the field, while in private life he 
funk into the vulgarity of the clown. Congrefs 
did wifely to avail themfelves of his military 
experience in the infancy o£ a confederated ar- 
my, and ftill more wifely in placing him in a de- 
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gree of fubordination. He was on the firft lift cBAP.vm. j'^; 

of continental oflSicers, and only the generals - -.¥ 

Wafliington and Ward were named before him ; 

but thou^ nominally the third in. rank, as a 

foldier he was fecond to no man. The abilities 

of general Ward were better adapted to the 

more quiet difquifitions of the cabinet, that on 

the hoftile and dangerous fcenes of the fidd or 

the camp, both which he foon left and retired 

to private life, when nothing remained to pre- '|| 

vent this lingular ftranger from taking the com- ^ 

mand of the armies of the United States, but 

the Jife of Walhington, 



I 

\ 

General Lee with his detachment from Caun- ^ 

bridge reached New York, and put it in a ftate \ 

q£ defence, before fir Henry Clinton arrived | 

there, though he had fiiiled from Bofton feverai ^ 

(i^8 previous to it3 being knpwn ^.t Cambridge. \ 

While at KewYprli, I^e drew up a lift of fufpedt- I p 

ltd peripns, and difarmed them. He carried 1 

)us militaiy .authority fb high, that the congrefs i 

pf that ftate thought proper to check his career : \ 

they informed him, that th^ trial and punifh- ' 1 

ment of their citizens belonged to themfelves, 1 

and not tp any military charader: He apolo- r^ * I 

gized by pbfervin^, that "when the enemy '^ f ; 

" were at the door, form muft be difpenfed f ^ 
"with; that his duty to them, to the continent, 

*' and to his confcience, dictated the meafure ; ^ 

" that if he had don« wrong, he would fubmit ^, 
" himfelf to the ftiame of being imputed rafli ; 
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CMAP. ym. *« but that he ihould ftill have the confolation in 
" his own breaft, that pure motives of ferving 
*' the community, uncontatftinated by individ- 
<< ual refentment, had urged him to thofe ftcps.** 

The movements of general Lee were fo rapid^ 
that to the furprife of Sir Henry Clinton, he 
was in Virginia before him. But as the objedfc 
of the Britifh armament was ftill farther fouth, 
Lee with xmcommon celerity, traverfed the con- 
tinent, met general Clinton in North Carolina, 
and was again ready for the defence of SuUi* 
van's Ifland, near Charlefton in South Carolina, 
before the arrival of the Britilh troops \mder 
the command of general Clinton. 

Sir Peter Parker had appeared off Cape Fear 
in the month of May, one thoufand feven huii« 
dred and feventy-fix, with a confiderable fquad- 
ron of line^-battle (hips, and a number of 
tranfports containing feveral regiments of land 
forces, and a heavy train of artillery? A body 
of troops commanded by lord Comwallis and 
general Vaughan were £bon after landed on 
Long Ifland : the defign was to unite with gene- 
ral Clinton,' and reduce Charlefton, the rich 
capital of South Carolina. This ftate had 
thrown off their allegiance, affumed a govern^ 
ment of their own, and chofen John Rutledge, 
Efq. their chief magiftrate, under the ftyle and 
title of Prefident. 
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Kotwithftanding the parade of immediate at 

tack, near a month elapfed in total inaftion, be- ^^^^ 
fore the aflault on Sullivan's Ifland was begun 
by the Britifli naval commander : in the mean 
time, the Americans were ftrengly pofted there. 
The engagement took place on tjie twenty- 
ninth of June, and was condufted with great 
ipirit and bravery on both fides ; the higheft en- 
coDMums are juftly due to the valor and intre- 
pidity of the Britifh officers and feamen ; and 
notwithfianding the courage and ability of gen- 
eral Gadfden, the vigor, aftivity, and bravery ' 
of general Moultrie, and the experience and 
military knowledge of general Lee, it is proba- 
ble the adion would have terminated more to 
the honor of the Britiih navy, had they been 
properly fupported by the land forces. 

It remains yet to be invefUgated, why no at- 
tempt was made by the troops on Long Ifland, 
to caufe a diverfion on the other fide, which 
would doubtlefs have altered the whole face of 
the adion. But whether from a feries of un- 
expected refinance, their imaginations had be- 
come habituated to view every thing through 
the medium of danger, or whether from a de- 
gree of caut;ion that fometimes betrays the 
brave into the appearance of timidity, or from 
any jealoufies fubfifting between the com- 
manders, is uncertain. "However, this negleft 
occafioned loud complaints among the officers 
of the navy ; nor wa$ it eafy for lord Comwallis 
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and general Clinton, though high on the rcHs 
of military fame, to wipe off the afperfions 
thrown on their conduft. Even their apolo- 
gies for their own inaftivity, inftead of excul- 
pating themfelves, were rather a teftimony of 
the fldll, ability, and vigor of their antagonifts ; 
who, in fo fhort a time, were prepared to bid 
defiance to the combined force of Britain,though 
commanded by fea and land, by officers of ac- 
knowledged merit in the line of their profeffion. 

Many brave officers of the navy fought with 
valor and fpirit, that would have been truly glo- 
rious in a more honorable caufe. One inftance 
of this, among many others of the unfortunate 
who fell on the occafion, was the valiant and 
fpirited captain Morris of the Briftol : he loft an 
arm by a ball in the beginning of the engage- 
ment, and while retired to drefs his wounds, 
two of his furgeons were killed by his fide, be- 
fore they had finiflied the operation. On this, 
the captain with his ufual intrepidity, refumed 
his command ; when he immediately received 
a fhot through the body, and had time only to 
obferve before he expired, that " he configned 
** his family to his God and his country/** Af- 
ter an obftinate engagenjent of ten or twelve 
hours, the failors diflieartened, and their offi- 
cers wounded,* the fliattered fleet with diffi- 

'' ♦ Lord William Campbell, governor of South Carolina, 
•who had taken refuge on board one of the king's Ihips, 
was mortally wounded in the attack on fort Moultrie, 
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culty retired to the diftance of three or four cBArvm. 
miles from the fort, and in a few days put 
themfelves in a condition to withdraw to the 
general rendezvous before New York. 

The triumph of the Americans in this fuc- 
cefe, who had always juftly dreaded the naval 
power of Britain, was in equal proportion to 
the chagrin of their enemies, thus repuKed in a 
quarter where, from the locality of circumftan^ 
ces, they leaft expefted it. The multitude of 
manumitted flaves, and the ariftocratic fpirit of 
many of the principal planters^ had. flattered 
them with the idea, that in the fouthern colo- 
nies they ibould meet but a feeble refiftance. 
Lord Dunmore, who had joined in the expedi^ 
tion, continued feveral weeks after the repulfe, 
to cruife about the borders of Virginia, and the 
Carolinas, with his little fleet of fugitives and 
flaves. But, as the mid-fummer heats increafed, 
a peftilential fever raged on board, which car- 
ried off many of the refugees, and fwept away 
moft of the miferable negroes he had decoyed 
from their mafters. Forbidden admittance 
ivherever he attempted to land, and fufEering 
for provifions, he burnt feveral of his veflels ; 
' the remainder, except one in which he Iheltered 
himfelf and family, and two other (hips of 
war •for his protection, he fent laden with the 
wretched victims pf his folly and cruelty, to 
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feek fome kind of fubfiftence in the Floridas, 
Bermudas, and the Weft Indies. 
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Lord Howe had been long expefted with his 
motley mercenaries from Hefle, Hanover, and 
Brunfwick. His brother Sir William, after a 
difagreeable refidence of two or three months 
at Halifax, did not think proper to wait longer 
there the arrival of his lordfhip. Miferably ac- 
commodated, and painftiUy agitated by the re- 
colleftion of his difgraceful flight from Bofton, 
anxious for intelligence from Europe, and di£> 
trefled by the delay of recruits and fupplies, 
without which little could be done to retrieve 
his fuffering fame, he quitted that ftation, ac- 
companied by admiral Shuldham, and arrived 
at Sandy Hook the twenty-ninth of June. On 
his paffage to New York, he accidentally fell ita 
with a few fcattering tranfports from England, 
which he took under his proteftion, while ma^ 
ny lefs fortunate were captured by the Ameri- 
can cruifers. 

General Howe was, foon after his arrival at 
New York, joined by the repulfed troops from 
the fouthward, and the broken fquadron under 
the command of Sir Peter Parker ; by a regi- 
ment from St. Auguftine, another from Penfa- 
cola, alfo by a few troops from St. Vincents, 
fome fmall additions from other pofts, and a 
confiderable party of loyalifts from New Jerfey, 
and from the environs of Philadelphia and New 
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York, which by great induftry had been colled:* chaf.vot. 
ed and embodied by governor Tryon. Not- 
withftanding this acquifition of ftrength, he 
found the continental army fo ftrongly pofted 
on Long Ifland and New York, that he did not 
immediately attempt ajiy thing of confequence. 

Immediately after the evacuation of Bofton, 
general Wafliington had fent on the army in 
detachments, and when he had macfe fome ne- 
ceflary arrangements for the future defence of 
the eaftern ftates, he haftened on himfelf to New 
York, where he had made all poffible prepara- 
tion for the reception of general Howe. It has 
juft been obferved, that the Britifti commander 
had collefted all his ftrength, and called in the 
forces from every quarter of America except 
Canada, where, under the direftion of the gen- 
erals Carleton and Burgoyne, meafures were ri- 
pening for a junftion at Albany, with the ex^ 
pefted conquerors of the more fouthern colo- 
nies. But in the prefent circumftance of aflfairs, 
general Howe thought proper to land his troops 
at Staten Ifland, and wait more favorable ap- 
pearances, which he had reafon to expeft on the 
•arrival of his brother, an event hourly and anx- 
ioufly looked for. 

His lordfliip was confidered by many in 
America, as the harbinger of peace, though ad- 
vancing in all the pride and pomp of war, ac- 
companied by the ready executioners of every 
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oHAf rMi hoftile defign. It was reported, that the com.- 
mander of a formidable equipment both for fea 
aad land fervice, came out in a double capacity ; 
that though prepared for ofienfive operations, 
lord Howe had yet a commiilion from his royal 
matter to accommodate the difputes, and to re- 
ftore tranquillity to the colonies, on generous 
and eqi^table terms. The augurs of each party 
predicted the confequenc^s of this minifterial 
manoeuvre, and interpreted the defigns of his 
lordfhip's commiffion, according to their own 
hopes, fears, or expedations. 

In the infancy of her emancipation, America 
was not fuch an adept in the fcience of political 
intrigue, but that many yet flattered themfelves, 
that an accommodation might take place, and 
that halcyon days might be reftored by the in- 
terpofition of the two brothers, lord and gene- 
ral Howe, joined in the commiilion of peace un- 
der the fandion of royal indulgence j but more 
Judicious men few through, and defpifed the 
bubble of policy, which held a pardon in one 
hand and a poniard in the other, ^^ith the de- 
teftable offer of aflaflination or flavery. They 
confidered the mode of pacification proppfed, 
as at once an infult to the feelings, and an af- 
front to the underftandings of a people, too fe- 
rious for trifling when all was at {lake, and too 
wife to be cajoled by fuperficial appearances. 
Yet, thofe beft acquainted with the lituation 
»nd character, the genius and connexions of the 
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inhabitants of the middle colonies, were not fur- chap. vm. 
prifed to find nxany among them, who feemed 
ready to embrace fuch humUiating conditions, 
as the fafety, the intereft, the honor, and juf- 
dcc of America, were bound to rejeft. 

It was well known, that from the beginning 
of the grand conteft, the lamp of liberty had 
not burnt fo bright in New York, New Jerfey, 
3nd Pemafylvania, as in fome other parts of 
America. Though there was a party in New 
York ftrongly attached to the caufe of the col- 
onies, there had been early reafon to fuppofe, 
that fome men of high confideration in that 
ftate were^ not entirely proof againft the influ- 
ence of minifterial gold. New Jerfey was the 
retreat of the timid, the difaffeded, and the lov- 
ers of inglorious eafe, from each corner of 
America. They there thought tliey might reft 
fecure from the ravages of war, as the torch 
which was lighted at both ends, might be extin- 
guilhed before it penetrated to the centre. 

The quakers and the proprietary intereft, long 
hung as a dead weight on the fpirited meafures 
of the genuine friends of freedom and of their 
country, both in Pennfylvania and Maryland ; 
but the incidents of a few months connected 
eyery intereft, and brought almoft every diflen- 
tient voice into union, and haftened on an event 
that every one confidercd as decilive of the fate 
of America. The neceffity of a declaration of 
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CHAF.THL independence was acknowledged by all : even 
ITj^^ Maryland, the laft ftate in the union that came 
into the meafure, and whofe delegates fe« 
ceded on the queftion of independence, was 
among the firft who erefted their own govern- 
ment, and eftabliihed their own modes of legif- 
lation, independent of proprietors or kings. 

** The dread of flavery in free nations, has at 
'^ all times produced more virtues than the prin- 
" dples of their political inftitutions/** This 
dread hung heavily on the moft fober and judi« 
dous, the moft wife and virtuous part of the 
inhabitants of America* They were fenfible 
that both public and private virtue fink with 
the lofs of liberty, and that the nobler emula- 
lations which are drawn out and adorn the foul 
of man, when not fettered by fenjility, frequent- 
ly hide themfelves in the {hade, or ihrink into 
littlenefs at the frown of a defpot. They felt 
too much for themfelves, and feared too much 
for pofterity, longer to balance between either 
complete or partial fubmiffion, or an unreferved 
and entire daim to abfolute independence, 

Thefe ideas precipitated the important era 
• when a connexion was diffolved, the continu- 
ance of which both nature and affeftion feemed 
to require. Great Britain the revered parent, 
and America the dutiful child, had long been 

* Travels of Anachaifis. 
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bound together by intereft, by a famenefs of c«af.tot. 
habits^ manners, religion, laws, and govern- 
ment. The recoUeftion of their original con- 
ianguinity had always been cherifhed with an 
amiable fenfibility, or a kind of mechanic enthu- 
fiafm, that promoted mutual felicity when they 
met on each other's Ihores, or in diftant lands 
£duted each other in the fame language. 

A dereliAion of old habits of friendfhip and 
attachment was far from the wilh of many, 
who had yet ftrongly oppofed the minifterial 
fyftem : but the period was now arrived, when 
America felt her wrongs, without hope -of re- 
drels, and fupported her own rights by affum- 
ing her rank as a difHnd nation on the political 
theatre. We Ihall fee her relinquilh at once 
all hopes of proteftion, or fears of control, from 
the fovereignty of Britain. The reverential 
awe with which flie had formerly viewed her 
potent parent, was laid afide, and every effort 
majie to forget her fond attachment for a peo- 
ple, that from her earlieft infancy flie had look- 
ed up to as fathers, brothers, and friends. 

The feverities of the Britifh government to- 
wards the American colonies, had not yet 
taught them to exprefs themfelves in any other 
modes of language, but what indicated their 
firm attachment to the mother country ; nor 
had they erafed the habitual ideas, even of ten- 
demefs, conveyed in their ufual modes of ex* 
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prefllon. When they formed a defign to vifit 
England, it had always been thus announced, 
** I am going home/* Home, the feat of hap- 
pinefk, the retreat to all the felicities of the hiu 
man mind, is too intimately aflbciated with the 
beft feelings of the heart, to renounce without 
pain, whether applied to the natural or the pc 
litical parent. 
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CHAPTER IX. ^^^^• 

Declaration of Independence. — Lord Howe^s Arrival in 
America, — Aftion on Long Ifland. — 'Retreat of the 
Americans through the Jerfie^, and tlie Lofs of the 
Forts Walhington and Lee.— Affairs in Canada. — Sur- 
prife of the Heffians at Trenton. — ^Various Tranfadions 
in the Jerfies. — General Howe's Retreat — Makes Head^ 
Quarters at Brunfwick — His Indecifion — Some Traits 
of his Charafler. 

1 HE commiflioners who had been announced 
as the meffengers of peace, were now hourly ex- 
pelled ; but the dubious afped of their miffion, 
and the equivocal character in which they were 
about to appear, was far from lulling to inatten- 
tion the guardians of the caufe of America. 
Their errand was oftenfibly, to reftore peace to 
the colonies ; but many circumftances combined 
to evince, that the defign was in reality, to ftir- 
nifti new pretexts for the profecution of the 
war, with redoubled vigor. Thus was the con- 
tinental congrefe fully convinced of the impro- 
priety of longer holding themfelves in fufpenfe, 
by delufory hopes, or the uncertain termination 
of their expeftations or their fears. They were 
fenfible the ftep they were about to take, would 
either fet their country on the pinnacle of hu- 
man glory, or plunge it in the abject ftate into 
which turbulent and conquered colonies have 

VOL. I. 2....P 
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CHAP. It been generally reduced. Yet they wifely judg- 
ed, that this was a proper period to break the 
fliackles, and renounce all political union with 
the parent ftate, by a free and bold declaration 
of the independence of the American States. 
This meafure had been contemplated by fome 
gentlemen in the feveral colonies, fome months 
before it took place. They had communicated 
their fentimentS' to the individud members of 
congrefs, but that body had been apprehenfive^ 
that the people at large were not prepared to 
unite in a ftep fo replete with important confe- 
quences. But the moment of dedfion had now 
arrived, when both the congrefs and the inhab- 
itants of the colonies advanced too far to recede^ 

Richard Henry Lee, Efq., a delegate from the 
ftate of Virginia, a gentleman of diftinguifhed 
abilities, uniform patriotifm, and unlhaken firm- 
nefs and integrity, was the firft who dared explic- 
itly to propofe, that this decided meafure, on 
which hung fuch mighty confequences,fhould no 
longer be delayed. This public and unequivo- 
cal propofal, from a man of his virtue and fliin- 
ing qualities, appeared to fpread a kind of fud- 
den difmay. A filent aftonifliment for a few 
minutes feemed to pervade the whole afTembly : 
this was foon fucceeded by a long debate, and 
a confiderable divifion of fentiment on the im- 
portant qiieftion. 
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After the fliort filence juft obferved, the meat cha? ix. 
lire propofed by Mr. Lee was advocated with 
peculiar zeal by John Adaitis, Efq., of the Mat 
iachufetts Bay. He rofe with a face of intrepid- 
ity and the voice of energy, and invoked the 
^od of eloquence^ to enable him to do juftice to 
the caufe of his country, and to enforce this im- 
portant ftep in fuch a manner, as might filence 
all oppofition, and convince every one of the ne- 
ceffity of an immediate declaration of the inde- 
pendence of the United States of America. 

Mr. John Dickinfon, of Pennfylvania, took 
the lead in oppofition to the boldnefs and dan- 
ger of this decided meafure. He had drawn 
the petition to the king forwarded by Mr. Penn, 
and though no man was more ftrenuous in fup- 
port of the rights of the colonies, he had always 
been averfe to a feparation from Britain, and 
fliuddered at the idea of an avowed revolt 
of the American colonies. He arofe on this oc- 
cafion with no lefs folemnity than Mr. Adams 
had recently done, and with equal pathos of cx- 
preffion, and more brilliance of epithet, he in- 
voked the Great Governor of the Univerfe^ to an- 
imate him with powers of language fufficient to 
exhibit a view of the dread confequences to both 
countries, that fuch a hafty difmemberment of 
;he empire might produce. He defcanted large- 
ly on the happy effefts that might probaby en- 
fue from more patient and conciliatory difpofi- 



Digitized by 



Google 



308 THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF 



1776. 



tions, and urged at leaft a temporary fufpenfion 
of a ftep, that could never be revoked. He de- 
clared that it was his opinion, that even policy 
forbade the precipitation of this meafure, and 
that humanity more ftrongly diftated, that they 
ought to wait longer the fuccefs of petitions 
and negociations, before they formally renoun- 
ced their allegiance to the king of Great Britain, 
broke oflF all connexion with England, plunged 
alone into an unequal war, and ruflied without 
allies into the unforefeen and inevitable dan- 
gers that attended it. 

The confequences of fuch a folemn aft of fep- 
aration were indeed of ferious and exteniive 
magnitude. The energy of brilliant talents, 
and great ftrength of argument, were difplayed 
by both parties on this weighty occafion. The 
reafons urging the neceflity of decificm, and the 
indubitable danger of delay, were clear. and co- 
gent; the objecUons, plaufible, humane, and 
important : but after a fair difcuffion of the 
queftion, an accurate ftatement of the reafons 
for adopting the meafure, and a candid fcrutiny 
of the objeftions againft it, grounded either on 
policy or humanity, a large majority of the 
members of congrefs appeared in favor of an 
immediate renunciation of allegiance to the 
crown, or any future fubjugation to the king 
of Gre^t Britain. 
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A declaration* of the independence of Amer- chap.ul 
ica, and the fovereignty of the United States, 
was drawn by the ingenious and philofophic 
pen of Thomas Jefferfon, Efq., a delegate from 
the flate of -Virginia.! The delegates from 
twelvej of the Americs^n States, agreed almoft 
unanimoufly to this declaration ; the language, 
the principles, and the fpirit of which, were 
equally honorable to themfelves and their coun- 
try. It was figned by John Hancock, then prefi- 
dent of congrels, on the fourth of July, one 
"thoufand feveji hundred and feventy-fix. 

The allegiance of thirteen ftates at once \vdth- 
drawn by a folemn dedaration, from a govern- 
ment towards which they had looked with the 
higheft veneration ; whofe authority they had 
acknowledged, whofe laws they had obeyed, 
whofe proteftion they had claimed for more 
than a century and a half — ^was a confideration 
of folemnity, a bold refolution, an experiment 

♦ See Appendix, Note No. XVII. 

f 

f This wife and patriotic ftatefman was afterwards ap- 
pointed ambaflador to the court of France. On the adop- 
tion of the prefent conftitution of government, he was ap- 
pointed fecretary for foreign aflpairs, was chofen vice-prefi- 
dent, and afterwards prefident of the United States of 
America* 

t The members from Maryland feceded, but in a fljort 
,time after joined the confederation. 
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of hassard : efpecially when the infancy of the 
colonies as a nation, without wealth, refources, 
or allies, was contrafted with the ftrength, 
riches, and power of Great Britain. The timid 
trembled at the ideas of final reparation ; the dif- 
ciples of paflive obedience were^ocked by a re. 
fleftion of a breach of faUh to their ancient 
fovereign ; and the enemies to the general free- 
dom of mankind, were incenfed to madnefs, or 
involved in defpair. But thefe dafle^ bore a 
fmall proportion to thofe who refented the re- 
jeftion of their petitions, and coolly furveyed 
the impending dangers, that threatened them- 
felves and their children, which rendered it 
clear to their apprehcnfion, that this ftep was 
neceflary to their political falvation. They con- 
fidered themfelves no longer bound by any 
moral tie, to render fealty to a fovereign thus 
difpofed to encroach on their civil freedom, 
which they could now fecure only by a focial 
CompaA among themfelves, and which they de» 
ternuned to maintain, or perifli in the attempt^ 

•By the declaration of independence, dnaded 
by the foes, and for a time doubtfully viewed by 
many of the friends of America, every thing 
ftood on a new and more refpeftable footing, 
both with regard to the operations of war, or 
negociations vnth foreign powers. Americans 
could now no more be confidered as rebels^ in 
their propofals for treaties of peace and concilia- 
tion with Britain j they were a diftind people^ 
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who claimed the rights, the ufages, the faith, chap.ix. 
and the refped of nations, uncontrolled by any ^^ 
foreign power. The colonies thus irretrievably 
loft to Great Britain, a new hce appeared oh all 
affairs, both at home and abroad. 

America had been little known among the 
kingdoms of Europe ; fhe was confidered only 
as an appendage to the power of Britain : the 
principles of her fons were in fome refpefts dit 
fimilar, and their manners not yet wrought up 
to the ftandard of refir^ement reigning in an- 
cient courts : her ftatefmen in general were Hjp* 
acquainted with the intrigues iieceffary for He* 
gociation, and the ^Tieffe ufually hackneyed in 
abd about the cabinets of princes. . She now 
appeared in their eyes, a new theatre, pregnant 
with events that might be interefting to the 
dvil and political inftitutions of nations, that 
had never before paid much attention to the 
growth, population, and importan<;e of an im-' 
menfe territory beyond the Atlantic. 

The Upited States had their ambaffadonS to 
create, or to tranfplant from the bar or the 
compting-houfe. Their generals were many of 
them the yeomanry or the tradefmen of the 
country ; their fubordinate officers had. been of 
equal rank and fortune, and the army to be gov- 
erned was compdfed of many of the old affo- 
ciates of the principal officers, and were equally 
tenacious of perfonal liberty. The regalia of 



Digitized by 



Google 



312 THE RISE AND PROGRESS OP 



1776. 



power, orders of nobility, and the fplendor of 
courts, had been by them viewed only at a dif- 
tance. The difcipline of armies was entirely 
new ; the difficulty of connecting many diftinft 
ftates to aft as it were by one will, the expenfes 
of government in new exigencies, and the wafte 
of war had not yet been accurately calculated 
by their politicians and ftatefmen. But their 
fenators, their reprefentatives, and their ma^- 
trates, were generally £agacious and vigilant, 
upright and firm ; their officers were brave, 
their troops in fpirits, and with a full confidence 
in their commander in chief : hope was exhila- 
rated by the retreat from Bofton, and the re- 
peated fuccefles of their arms at the fouthward ; 
while new dignity was added to office, and 
ftronger motives for illuftrious aftion, by the 
rank America had now taken ariiong the na- 
tions. Thus, by the declaration of independ- 
ence they had new ground to tread ; the fcene 
of aftion was changed, genius was called forth 
from every quarter of the continent, and the 
public expeftation enhanced by the general fa- 
vorable appearance in all their military opera- 
tions. 

In this fituation ftood affairs, both in the 
cabinet and the field, when lord Hqwc arrived 
at Staten Ifland, with a formidable fquadron 
under his command, on the twelfth of July, 
one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-fix. 
At the head of this hoftile arrangement, his 
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lordfhip came in full confidence of fuccefs : yet chap. ix. 
amidft the fplendor and parade of war, while 
he held out his potent arm, he ftill cheriihed 
the delufory hope of peace. 

By a pompous declaration, he early announ- 
ced his pacific powers to the principal magiftrates 
of the feveral colonies, and promifed pardon to 
all who, in the late times, had deviated from 
their allegiance, on condition, that they would 
fpeedily return to their duty, and gave encou- 
ragement that they fhould, on compliance, here- 
after reap the benefit of royal favor. Lord 
Howe obferved in his declaration, *' that the 
*' conuniflioners were authorized in his majefly*s 
" name, to declare any province, colony, coun- 
" ty, diftrid, or. town, to be at the peace of his 
" majefly : and that due confideration fhould 
" be had to the meritorious fervices of any, who 
"fhould aid or aflifl in refloring the public 
** tranquillity ; that their dutiful reprefenta- 
"tions fhoiild be received, pardons granted, 
"and fuitable encouragement to fuch as would 
" promote the meafures of legal government 
" and peace, in purfuance of his majefly's mofl 
" gracious purpofes."* 



* This declaration, and the confequent refolves of con- 
grefs, may be feen at large in the public journals of xh» 
ftffion of one thoufijnd feven hjundred and feventy-fir. 
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cuAf. IX. Congrefe ordered the declaration to be im- 

mediately publiflied in all the American ga- 
zettes, that the people of the United Sutes 
might be fully informed of the terms of peace ; 
that they might fee for themfelves, that the 
bufinefs of the commiffioners was to amufe, dif- 
unite, and deceive them ; and that thofe who 
ftill continued in fufpenfe, from hopes founded 
cither on the jtifHce or moderation of the court 
of Great Britain, might now be fully convin- 
ced, that their own valor, virtue, and firnmefs, 
muft refcue and preferve the freedom of their 
country.* 

The next advance his lordlhip made for the 
execution of his commifBon, was by a flag fent 
on fliore within a few days after his arrival, 
with a letter direfted to George Walhington, 
Efq. By their principles and their profeflions, 
the Americans were taught at this period, to 
look down on titles and diftinguiflied ranks ; 
yet, in this inftance, they did not think proper 
to pafs over the implicit denial of either, to 
their commander in chief. It was viewed as a 
defigned affront, from thofe who confider fuch 

* The American congrefs were not remifs at this time, 
in exerting their eflForts to detach foreigners from the 
fervice of Britain, and alluring them to become inhabitants 
of the United States, by promifmg them a quiet refidence, 
an allotment of lands, and a fecurity from aU interruptions 
in the enjoyment of their religious opinions, and the inyef- 
titure of all die privileges of native citizens. 
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adventitious circumftances of fo much confe- chap. ix. 
quence, as carefully to avoid all honorary epi- 
thets in their addrelTes to the firft officers of the 
United States. It was thought more becoming 
the dignity of his fiation, both as a ibldier and 
a patriot, for the chief ccnnmander to refiife an 
addrefs that tacitly denied the legality of his 
commiffion, and the right now claimed of nego- 
ciating on terms of equality : this letter was 
therefore, by the advice of the principal officers, 
returned unopened. 

This drew out a fecond advance from the 
hands of the Britifh commiffioners, when major 
Patterfon, adjutant general of the army, was 
charged with a letter directed to George Walh- 
ington, &c. &c. &c. He was received in mili- 
tary ftate, and treated with great politenefs in 
the American camp. His lordfliip in this fec- 
ond addrefs, expreffed the higheft refpeft for 
the private charafter of general Walhington, 
but as he did not yet condefcend to acknowl- 
edge the commander in chief of the American 
troops, as any thing more than a reM in arms, 
this letter was alfo returned without breaking 
the feal. 

Many civilities paffed in this interview with 
Mr. Patterfon, who did not forget to infinuate 
his own wiflies for the reftoration of friendfliip 
and harmony between the two countries. He, 
with due propriety, made feveral obfervatiens 
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CHAP. IX. on the extenfive powers vefted in the commit 
fioners for this falutary purpofe : this introdu- 
ced fome general converfation relative to the 
treatment of prifoners on both fides. The con- 
ference was of fome length, but as no circum- 
ftance indicated a happy refult from the nego- 
ciation, general Walhington in the moft explicit 
terms, informed the Britiih adjutant general, 
that the inhabitants of the American States 
were generally of opinion, that a people armed 
in defence of their rights, were in the way of 
their duty ; that confcious of no criminality, 
they needed no pardon ; and as his lordlhip's 
commiflion extended no farther, nothing im- 
portant could be expefted from protrafting the 
negociation. 

In the mean time, reinforcements were daily 
dropping in to the affiftance of the Britifh army. ^ 
The fcattered divifions of Heffians, Waldeckers, 
&c. defigned for the fummer campaign, had 
been fomewhat retarded by not knowing with 
certainty, the fpot delUned for head-quartera. 
They had fome of them failed direftly for Hali- 
fax : this occafioned a delay of any energetic 
movement, until the latter part of the month 
of Auguft, when the Britifh army began to ad 
with vigor. 

General Wafhington had rather incautioufly 
encamped the bulk of his army on Long Ifland, a 
l^rge and plentiful diftricl, about two miles fropi 
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the city of New York. This ifland contained 
many fettlements, through an extent of one 
hundred and twenty miles in length. It was in- 
habited principally by loyalifts, and perfons gen- 
erally difafFefted to the American caufe. Ma- 
ny were at a lofs for a reafon, nor indeed could 
any conjefture, why the commander of the 
American army fhould hazard his troops on an 
ifland, liable at any moment to be furrounded 
by the Britifh navy. However it was, feveral 
thoufand Americans were there pofted, under 
the command of the generals Putnam, Sullivan, 
4nd William Alexander, lord Stirling. 

Sir William Howe very wifely judged, that 
it was a lefs arduous and a more promifing un- 
dertaking to diflodge the Americans from their 
encampment on the ifland, than a direft at- 
tempt to reduce New York. The royal army 
at that time confiflied of about thirty thoufand 
men : thefe he found no difficulty in landing 
from Staten Ifland, and in detachments pofl;ed 
them from one end of Long Ifland to the other, 
feparated from the Americans by a ridge of hills 
^vered with woods. Very fortunately for the 
enterprife of the Britifli, one of the American 
out-guards early feU into the hands of general 
Clinton. In confequence of fome intelligence 
gained by this accident, he, before day-light on 
the morning of the twenty-feventh of Auguft, 
poffefled himfelf of fome very advantageous 
heights, and made fuch a judicious arrangement 
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of his troops, as might have infured fuccds, 
even had the Americans been better prepared 
for the attack, which at that time was rather 
unexpected. 

The affault was begun by the Heffian general 
de Heifter. He opened the cannonade in front 
of the American lines, early on the morning of 
the twenty-eighth. A general engagement 
fpeedily enfued. Nearly the whole of the 
Brililh forces were called into aftion, under the 
command of fir Henry Clinton, earl Percy, and 
lor ' ( : ]v^ i]^^ \ B ' fome fatal negleft,a very 
important poft was left unguarded by the Amer- 
ican, which was feized by the Britifh troops, 
who fought on this occafion with a fpirit and 
bravery becoming the experienced commander 
and the hardy veteran. The American troops 
were early deranged. Apprized of their dan- 
ger, they with great refolution endeavoured to 
recover their camp ; but nearly furrounded by 
the Britifli, and puihed in the centre by the 
Jieffians, they were fo far from effefting their 
defign, that their retreat was nearly cut oflF; 
yet many of them defperately fought their way 
through fome of the Britilh lines, and again 
bravely ftood on their defence j others entang- 
led in the woods and marflies through which 
tJiey endeavoured to efcape, were either captur- 
ed, or perilhed in the attempt. 
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In the midft of the general anxiety for the chap.ix. 
danger and diftrels of the little army on Long 
Ifland, general Wafliington, undoubtedly anx- 
ious to retrieve his millake in thus expofing 
them, paffed over from New York to endeav- 
our to fecure the retreat of the furviving troops. 
This was executed in the night of the twenty- 
ninth, without noife or tumult. The remain- 
der of the broken regiments that had outlived 
the fatal action, abandoned the ifland with a con- 
fiderable part of their baggage, fome artillery, 
and military ftores, and without moleilation 
reached the city of New York. TIk v had 
made a bold and re&lute ftand, againfl: far fu- 
perior numbers and difcipline ; and it may be 
deemed fortunate that any of them efcaped, as 
^ on an iHand they might ealily have been hem- 
med in by a fmall number of Britifli fliips. 
Perhaps the commanders on both fides were af- 
terwards fenfible of their error, the one in haz^ 
arding his troops in fuch an expofed fituation, 
the other in fuffering a fingle American to ef- 
cape either captivity or death. 

The lofe of men in this action was not incon- 
fiderable on either fide, but it fell moft heavily 
on the Americans. Many brave men perifhed 
by the fword, others, as was obferved, were loft 
in the moraffes and fwamps to which they had 
fled on the defeat. Three general officers, and 
a large number of inferior rank, were made 
prifbners- A regiment of valiant young men 
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cuAP. IX, from Maryland, many of them of family and 
J fortune, commanded by tlje gaUant colonel 

t ' Smallwood, were almoft to a man cut off. Th6 

misfortune of the day was feverely felt by them, 
but tvdthout checking the ardor of the American 
army, the people, or the continental congrefs. 
I The fame uniform dignity, and unruffled fupe- 

r riority of mind, appeared in the judicious de- 

terminations of the united delegates, in the con- 
dud of the (bate departments, and in the fubfe- 
quent firmnefs of moft of the military officers, 
as before this defeat. But the fuccefs of their 
arms, and the acquifition of Long Ifland, exhil- 
arated the fpirits of the Britifh, and gave hopes 
of more compliant difpofitions, and a more rea- 
dy acquiefcence in the requifitions of minifters, 
or the veto of kings : and that the bufinefs of 
the commiffioners might now be brought for- 
ward without farther impediment. 

Not many days after the retreat from Long 
Ifland, congrefs was called upon to exhibit a 
new proof of their firmnefs. General Sullivan, 
one of the captured officers, was difpatched on 
parole with a meffagc to that affembly, in the 
joint names of lord and general Howe. The 
purport of the mefTage was, that they had full 
powers, and tliat they were difpofed to treat on 
terms of accommodation and peace. At the 
fame time they intimated, that as congrefs was 
not conlidered in t?lie eye of majefly, as a legal 
affembly, they only defired a private conference 
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with a few individuals belonging to that body, chap ix. 
in the charafter and capacity of private gentle- 
men. To this extraordinary requeft, which 
threw them into a very delicate fituation, con- 
grefs replied, that as delegates of a free and in- 
dependent people, they could with no propriety 
fend any of the members of congrefe in a pri- 
vate capacity, on an errand fo replete with 
public confequences ; but they would depute a 
committee from their body, to inquire by what 
authority and on what terms, his lordfhip and 
brother werc^ empov/cred to negociate. 

The infidious meflage received had no ten- 
dency to eradicate the previous opinion of con- 
grefs, that this was but a minifterial pretext to 
palliate their injurious defigns. They were 
convinced, that the commiffion of the agents 
was derogatory to the great national councils, 
and to that high authority which had veiled 
the Britifli commiffioners with no powers, but 
to pardon thofe who deemed themfelves guilt- 
lefs, and with no conciliatory propofals at which 
freemen would not fpurn, unlefs driven to def- 
pair. Yet they condefcended fo far to this po- 
litical trifling, as to depute a very refpeftable- 
committee to meet lord Howe, and confer on 
the fubjeft. The celebrated doctor Franklin, 
the honorable Mr. Rutledge of South Carolina, 
and John Adams, Efq. of the Maflachufett$, 
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were the perfons chofen for this fingular inter- 
view. 

On a ftipulated day they met his lordfhip on 
Staten Ifland, accompanied only by Mr. Strachey 
his fecretary. He received them with much 
civility, but c6nverfed equivocally ; and though 
careful not to be explicit, it did not require the 
penetration of men of far lefs fuperior abilities^ 
to difcover that he was reftrided to very nar- 
row limits, for a negociator between contend- 
ing nations. It was evident that he had no plan 
of accommodation, or any propofals for amity, 
on any terms but tliofe of abfolute and uncon- 
ditional fubmiiEon. Yet thefe gentlemen pa- 
tiently attended to the circumvolutions of his 
lordfhip, who obferved neither precifion or 
perfpicuity in his modes of converfing ; nor 
could he difguife an apparent embarraffinent, 
under the difplay of aflfability and good humor. 
It was even painful to fee a Britifh nobleman, 
endowed with talents for the moft honorable 
employments, thus reduced to aft under a veil 
of intrigue, inconfiftent with the charader of 
the gentleman or the man of bufinefi.* 

This conference continued three or four 
hours, when a fliort and frugal repaft conclu- 

* The above detail of the interview on Staten Ifland, 
was foon after verbally related to the author of thefe an- 
nals, by one of the committee of conference. 
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ded a negociation that had fed Riany ^w^- chap.u. 
meaning people wth delufory- hopes, and for 
ieveral months had been the fubjeft of political 
fpeculation both in Europe and America. This 
fingular interview had indeed little other effeft, 
than^ on the one fide, to rivet that ftrong dif- 
•guft which before exifted, againft the treacher- 
ous councils of the Britifli miniftry and parlia- 
ment, and on the other, to convince more per- 
feftly the agents of monarchy, of the determi- 
ned fpirit of America, and the ability of the 
men with whom (he had entmfted the fecurity 
of her rights. However, when the parties took 
leave of each other, it was not without fome 
tender emotions. Dr. Franklin had been in 
long habits of friendihip and intimacy with 
lord Howe. They had in England frequently 
converfed, and afterwafds correfponded, on the 
parliamentary difpute with America. Their 
regard for each other was mutual, and as there 
was now every reaibn to fuppofe, this would be 
the laft perfonal interview between them, the 
idea was painful, thai- this political fi:orm might 
fweep away all remains of private friendfhip.* 

* In the familiar converfation betweea lord Howe and 
do^or Franklin, his lordfhip exprefled a regard for the 
Americans, and the pain he felt for their approaching faf- 
fermgs. Doftor Franklin, in his eafy, fententious manner, 
thanked him for his regards, and affured him, that " the 
•< Americans would (hew their gratitude, by endeavouring 
" to leffen as much as poflible, all pain he might feel on 
" their account, by exerting tlieir utmoll abilities in taking 
•^good care of themfelve^.*' 
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It was not long after all ideas of negociation 
werQ relinquilhed, before the commiflioners 
and their fovereign had the moft pofitive proofs, 
that though the villages might be diftained 
with the crimfon tide that threatened to deluge 
the land, yet freedom in her laft afylum, would 
refift the defigns of all who had fighed for her 
annihilation, to the laft moment of her exift- 
ence. 

The late defeat of the Americans, and the en- 
tire poffeffion of Long Illand, threw accumula- 
ted advantages into the hand of the Britifti 
commander, who made immediate preparation 
to attack, and take poffeflion of the city of 
New York. In confequence of thefe movements, 
general Wafliington, advifed by the moft judi- 
cious of his officers,* thought it prudent to 
evacuate the city without further delay. It 
would indeed have been madnefs to have at- 
tempted a longer defence with his dimini£hed 
numbers, againft a potent army flufhed with re- 
cent fuccefs. The American army was drawn 
off from above ICinglbridge, on the twenty-firft 
of Oftober, but a day before the jBritifh took 
poffeffion of the city. General Wafliington en- 
camped his retreating troops on the heights of 
Haerlem, about nine miles diftance from Kingf- 

* General Lee particularly, who had juft arrived from 
Georgia. He, by urging this advice, may be faid to fliare 
in the merit of faving the American army. 
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bridge. When general Howe took poflef&on chap^ul 
of the evacuated poft, he muft from this event 
undoubtedly have felt fome confolation for the 
mortification he had fuffered on recollefting 
the circumftances of his flight from Bofton. 
The alternate triumph or chagrin, from the 
uncertain chances and events of war, are gene- 
rally of fliort duration : the Americans, now 
in their' turn experienced the pains of anxiety, 
difappointment, and want, through a rapid 
fli^t from poft to poft, before a viftorious ar- 
my, who defpifed their weakness, and ridiculed 
their want of difcipline. 

General Howe placed a ftrong detachment 
in the garrifon for the defence of the city" of 
New York, and immediately marched with the 
main body of his army in purfuit of Wafhing- ■ 
ton. He croffed Eaft River, feized, a point of 
land near Weft Chefter, and made himfelf maf- 
ter of the lower road to Connefticut, with de- 
fign to impede the intercourfe between the 
northern and fouthern ftates. By this move- 
ment, he alfo hoped to impel the American 
commander, at every hazard, to rilk an engage- 
ment that might probably have been decifive. 
But general Wafliington was too well acquaint- 
ed with human nature, to fuffer his troops, 
though ardent for aftion, and impatient of de- 
lay, to truft to the impulfe of conftitutional cou- 
rage, and expofe the reputation of the Ameri- 
can arms, and the dccifion of the great conteft. 
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cHiiv.ix. to the uncertain events of a day, under tlie 
prefent diiadvantages of number and difcipline* 
A fecond defeat in fo (hort a time, would un- 
doubtedly have ffnread difmay, and perhaps a 
defedion that mi^t have been fatal to the in*- 
dependence of America.* He was fenfible his 
troops, though naturally brave, were not fuffi- 
dently inured to danger, and hardened by ex- 
perience, to rfife the mind to that fublime pitch 
of enthufiafm and inflexibility, neceflary to fland 
their ground againft fuperior ftrength, <Hfci- 
pline, and numbers. He therefore determined, 
by cautious and guarded marches, to keep in 
flank with the Britifli army, until circumftances 
might put it in his power to combzrt on more 
equal terms. 

He placed a ftrong party in fort Wafliington, 
a fortrefs near Kingfbridge, which, though well 
provided, was at the time judged not tenable 
by fome of his beft officers. TTiis opinion was 
over-ruled, and between three and four thou- 
fand men were left there. This was confidered-^ 
by many a fecond fatal miftake of the renowned 



* This opinion was corroborated by the behaviour of 
the Americans, when the Brilifh landed from Kepp's Bay^ 
Sept. 15. They difcovered a timidity that nothing can 
excufe, but their recent fufFerings on Long Ifland, tlieir in- 
ferior numbers, and their dread of the fuperior difcipline oF 
Britifli troops. 
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Wafliington.* With the remainder of the ar- chah li. 
my the commander in chief decamped, and 
moved towards the high grounds on the tipper 
rc»d to Bofton. The poffeffion of this part of 
the country was an important objeft ; of con- 
fequence, the Americans were clofely purfued 
by general Howe, who did not yet relinquiih 
his hopes of a decifive aftion. 

Frequent fkirmiflies had taken place on the 
rouie^ without material advantages on either 
fide ; but on the twenty-eighth of Oftober, the 
Britiih overtook the American army near the 
White Plains, thirty miles diflant from New 
York city, when an aftion of moment enfixed. 
The attack was begun by the Heflians, the for- 
lorn hope of the Britiih army. They were 
commanded by general de Heifter and colonel 
Rhal. Equal refolution animated both parties, 
and a confiderable flaughter among the troops 
on both fides took place.f The Americans un- 
able to bear thefe loffes, fully apprifed of the 
ftrength of their enemy, and that reinforce- 
ments had recently arrived under lord Percy, 
both the American commander and the army, 



* General Wafhington) however, was unc^oubtedly ad- 
vifed to this (lep, by feveral of his beft officers. 

f Among the flain was the valiant colonel Smallwood, 
' whole regiment was nearly cut to pieces in the adion on 
Long Jiland. 
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were equally willing to take a more diftant po* 
fition. 

The Britifh army had gained feveral very im- 
fiortant advantages, among which was the com- 
mand of the river Brunx, which wis pafled by 
colonel Rhal, who by this means acquired a very 
important poft, which enabled him effentially 
to annoy the American army. 

The aftlon on the White Plains was a well- 
fought battle on both fides ; but the Americans 
had neither the numbers, the experience, nor 
the equipments for war, at that time, which 
rendered them equally able to cope with the 
ftrength, the numbers, the preparation, and the 
valor of the Britifli army, under officers whofe 
trade had long been that of war. And though 
the American commander made his efcape ^\'ith 
his fmall armament, and retreated with all the 
prudence and firmnels of a general who had 
been longer tried in the field of action, the 
Britifh had certainly a right in this affair, to 
boafl a complete vidory.* 

After the engagement, general Wafhington 
found it neceffary to quit the field. He drew 

* The town of White-Plains was fet on iire after the ac- 
tion, and all the houfes and forage near the lines burnt. 
This the Britifli writers charge to tJie account of the Amer- 
ican commander. 
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back in the night to his entrenchments, and the chap.ix. 
next day took poffeffion of fome higher grounds, ~""""~ 
about the diftance of two miles. 

General Howe, after parading a few days 
near the late fcene of action, and indifcrimi- 
nately plundering the neighbourhood, ordered 
his tents to be ftruck, and a movement of his 
whole army to be made towards New York. 
As his troops had long been kept in continual 
motion, were fatigued and haraffed by fudden 
alarms, and the feafon far advanced, it was ra- 
tionally concluded, that his defign was to repair 
immediately to winter-quarters. But by a 
ftroke of generalfhip, little expeded where no 
remarkable fuperiority in military knowledge 
had yet been difcovered, affairs took a moft un- 
favorable-turn for the Americans, and reduced 
the little, refolute continental army to dangers 
and diftreffes, to exertions ^ and vigor, fcarcely 
to be paralleled in hiftory. y^. 

The numbers that had already fallen on both 
fides, by the rapid movements and frequent 
Ikirmiihes for the fpace of three or four months, 
cannot be afcertained with exaditude. It was 
computed that not lefs than five thoufand, 
principally Heffians, either perilhed or deferted 
from the minifterial army, after the action of 
Long Ifland to the middle of November, when 
general Howe laid the eftimate before lord 
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cuAP.ix. George Germaine.* The Americans undoubt- 
edly fuflFered in more than equal proportion, 
and from many caufes were much lels able to 
bear the reduction. The peculiar mode of 
raiiing troops hitherto adopted by the United 
States, had a tendency to retard the operations 
of war, and in fome meafure to defeat the bed 
concerted plans, either for enterprife or de- 
fence. The feveral colonies had furniflied their 
quota of men for a limited term only ; and the 
country unufed to ftanding armies, and the con- 
trol of military power, impatient at the fub- 
ordination neceflary in a camp, and aduated 
by a ftrong fenfe of the liberty of the individual, 
each one had ufually returned to his habitation 
at the expiration of his term of fervice, in fpite 
of every danger that threatened the whole. 
This had occafioned frequent calls on the militia 
of the country, in aid of the army thus weak- 
ened, and kept in continual flu£hiation by raw 
recruits, raifed and fent on for a few months 
at a time. 

In addition to thefe embarraflments, animofi. 
ties had fometimes arifen between the fouthern 
and eaftern troops, occafioned by the revival of 
fome old local prejudices. The ariftocratic fpirit 

* In general Howe's letter to the fecretary for AmerJcaB 
aiFairsyhe acknowledged he had lofl upwards of three hun- 
dred ftaflF and other officers, and between four and fire 
thoufand privates. 
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that had been formerly charafteriftic of the chap.ix. 
fouth, frequently appeared in airs of affumed 
fuperiority, very di%ufting to the feelings of 
their eaftern brethren, the bold and hardy New 
Englanders ; the full-blooded Yankees, as they 
fometimes boafted themfelves ; who, having 
few flaves at their command, had always been 
ufed to more equality of condition, both in 
rank, fortune, and education. Thefe trivial 
caufes fometimes raifed animofities to fuch a 
height, that in the prefent circumftances of the 
army, the authority of the commander in chief 
was fcarcely fuiEcient to reftrain them. 

General Walhington was alfo obliged often 
in his retreat through the Jerfies, to prefs for 
provifions, forage, and clothing, in a manner 
new to the inhabitants of America 5 who, as 
their misfortunes feemed to thicken, grew 
more remifs for a time, in volimtary aids to the 
army. Their grain was feized^ and threlhed 
out for the ufe of the troops, their blankets, 
provifions, &c, forcibly taken from their houfes, 
with a promife of payment in paper billjs, when 
the exigencies of the country Ihould permit : 
but it always appeared to the people the aft of 
fome fubordinate officers, rather than the or- 
' der of the commander in chief. Thus was his 
popularity kept up ; and thus were the inhab- 
itants of the Jerfies plundered by each party ; 
while many of them difaffeded to both, were 
uncertain on which fide to declare. - 
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General Howe, well acquainted with thefe 
embarrafling circumftances, and apprized that 
Congrels were taking meafures to remedy the 
evils in future, wifely judged, that as he Gould 
not force Wafhington to a general engagement, 
it would be more advantageous for the prefent, 
to fufpend his purfuit, and diflodge the Ameri- 
cans from their ftrong holds in the environs of 
New York. He was too fenfible from the 
caufes above related, that the continental army- 
would diminifh of itfelf, as foon as the term of 
their enliftment expired. From thefe confider- 
ations, he drew back his army, with the deter- 
mination to inveft fort Wafhington immedi- 
ately.* This fortrefs on the one fide of the 
North River, and fort Lee on the oppofite 
ftiore, commanded the whole navigation of the 
river, at the fame time that it impeded the com- 
munication with New York by land. . :^a 

General Wafhington could not rationally fup- 
pofe, that a pofl of fo much importance would 
remain long unmolefled, or that the garriforf '■ 
could be defended againfl the whole force qf the 
Britifh army. General Lee afterwards boaft^ 
in a letter to a friend, that he had advifed the 
evacuation of both fort Wafhington and fbrt 
Lee, previous to the main body of the Ameri- 
can army leaving the neighbourhood of New 



• Near Kingfbridge, fifteen miles from the city of New 
York. 
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York. However this might have been, it was chap.ii. 
indeed a great mifiake that it was not done ; 
general Wafliington might then have had the 
ailiftance of the brave men who fell there.* 

General Kny^iaufen with fix battalions, fud- 
denly croffec^ the country from Rochelle to 
Kin^ridge, \trfliere, joined by the light infantry 
and grenadiers, the one commanded by lord . 
Cornwallis, the other by earl Percy, the fort 
was on all fides attacked Mjith vigor, and de- 
fended with bravery. On the fixteenth of 
November, colonel Magaw the commanding of- 
ficer, was fummoned to furrender without far- 
ther delay. He requefted that he might be al 



* An oflScer of the army wrote to general Lee after the 
furrender of fort Wafhmgton, and expreffed himfelf thus : 
" We have all additional re^fons for moft earneftly wifhing 
" to have you where the principal fcene of adtfon is laid. 
«* I have no doubt had you been here, the ganifon of 
" Mount Walhington would now have compofed a pait of 
" this army ; every gentleman of the family, the officers 
« and foldiers generally, have a conBdence in you ; the en. 
««emy conftantly inquire where you are, and feem to me 
" to be lefs confident when you are prefent. We are in- 
" formed by an ofiicer lately liberated, that the enemy have 
*' a fouthem expedition in view ; that they hold us very 
«' cheap in confequence of the late aflFair at Mount Wafli- 
" ington, where both the plan of defence and execution 
** were contemptible : if a real defence of the lines was in- 
" tended, the number was too few ; if the fort only, the 
" garrifon was too numerous by half." 

JixiraJH from ^mertii Rrfd to j^'nrra! Lc^, 
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cMAf. IX. lowed to confider till nine o'clock the next 
morning, before he gave a decifive anfwer. It 
was replied, that two hours only were granted. 
At the expiration of this fhort parley ^ the adju- 
tant general of the Britifh army, who wait- 
ed the reply, was informed, that the fort would 
be defended to the laft moment. Accordingly 
a refiftance was made with aftonifhing valor 
for feveral hours ; but to prevent the farther ef- 
ftifion of blood, the Americans yielded to necef- 
fity, and furrendered themfelves prifoners of 
war, at the moment when the Hellian and Brit* 
ifh troops were on the point of ftorming the 
garrifon. 
a 

Near three thoufand continental troops were 
loft by this difafter. Thefe unhappy viftims of 
war, notwithftanding the inclemency of the 
feafon, were ftripped of their apparel and 
thrown naked into the jails of New York; 
where, after fuflFcring the extremes of mifery 
from cold, hunger, and ficknefe, moft of them 
periflied. The remnant who efcaped immedi- 
ate death, were after fome months imprifon- 
ment, fent on parole to vifit their friends, many 
of them infefted with the fmall-pox, and all of 
them in fuch a languifliing, emaciated condi- 
tion, as proved a ufeful leffon to their country- 
men ; who, by this inftance of feverity towards 
the brave and unfortunate, were univerfally 
convinced, that death in the field of battle, was 
much to be preferred to the cruelties they had 
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reafon to expeft, if they fell into Britifh hands, chap.ix. 
though a nation once famed for the virtues of 
juftice, generofity, and clemency. 

After the furrender of fort Wafhington, no 
time was loft ; the advantages gained by the 
Britiih troops were puflied with fpirit. With 
the utmoft eafe they took poffeffion of fort Lee : 
the American garrifon fled on the firft apprehen- 
fion of an attack, without offering the fmaUeft 
refiftance. General Howe embraced thefe fa- 
vorable circumftances to profecute his defigns, 
ftimulated by the hope of reaching and furpri- 
fing Philadelphia, before the American army 
could be reinforced. Thus, near the clofe of 
the campaign, when the continental troops 
were daily dropping off, and a fevere winter 
fetting in, he had every reafon to cherifh his 
moft fanguine hopes. He for fome time pufli- 
ed his purpofes with vigor and alacrity, and 
obliged general Wafliington with an handful of 
men, to retreat from town to town, until hunt- 
ed through the flate of New Jerfey, and even 
over the Delaware, which he had time to crofs 
only fix hours before the whole body of the 
Britiih army, confifting of ten or twelve thou- 
land men, were on the oppofite banks. 

The reafons why general Howe did not fooner 
overtake the diftrefled fugitives, or why he can- 
toned his troops, without crofling the river and 
taking pofleffion of the city of PhiladelpMa, re- 
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main yet to be in veftigated. The retreat was con- 
duced with ability, but the remnant that ef- 
caped was too fmall to intimidate the enemy, or 
to encourage the friends of the American caufe. 
A great part of the inhabitants of the city, 
either from fear, affeftion, or intereft, were at 
that time difpofed to receive with open arms 
the Britifh commander ; and the confternation 
of all parties operated in favor of erefting the 
king's fiandard in the capital of America. 

Congrefs, by advice of fome military charac- 
ters, precipitately removed to Baltimore, in the 
ftate of Maryland. The public concern was al- 
fo heightened at this critical period, by the re- 
cent capture of general Lee. He had been col- 
lefting a number of militia in the neighbourhood 
of Morriftown, with a defign to fall on the rear 
of the Britilh army, while in chafe of Walhing- 
ton through the Jerfies. It is not known why 
he was thus unguarded, but he incautioufly 
lodged at the little village of Balkenridge, four 
miles from the troops he had coUeded, and 
about twenty from the Britifh army. Here he 
was betrayed, furprifed, and taken prifoner. 
Colonel Harcourt of the light horfe, conduced 
the enterprife with fo much addrels, that with 
a very fmall party, he without noife paffed all 
the American guards on his way, furrounded 
the houfe, and took poffeffion of his prifoner 
without the fmalleft refiftance. "^ In the hurry 
of the bufinefs, Lac was not fuflFered to. take 
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iKither hat or doak^ and thus in a ruffian -like chap. a. 
manner, was he conduced to the Britiih head- 
quarters. 

A peculiar triumph was enjoyed by his ene* 
mies in the capture of this fingle officer. They 
confidered his fervices at that period, of th^ 
greateft confequence to the American army :^ 
in addition to this, he was viewed as a rebel to 
the fovereign of Britain in a double fenfe, both 
as a deferter from the king's fervice, in which 
he had long held an honorable rank, and as an 
abettor of the American defedtion, and one of 
the firft officers in their army : he was of courfe 
confined in the ftrideft manner, and threatenied 
with military execution as a traitor to the king^ 
The Americans at that time had no Britifh pri-^ 
foners of equal rank, yet they made the moft 
ftrenuous effi3rts for his releafe. A colonel 
Campbell with fiveHeffianfield-officers,werefoon 
after offered for the exchange of general Lee : 
when this was refufed, general Walhington ad- 
vertifed fir William Howe, that their blood 
muft atone for his life, if Lee fell a facrifice to 
the refentment of his enemies. 

Humanity recoils at the fufferings of individp^ 
uals, who by the laws of retaliation, are deem- 
%d the legal victims of policy ; but though the 
mind of the gentle may be wounded by the ne- 
ceffity, habit, in time, too often learns it to aq- 

VOL, I. 2....T 



Digitized fe^y 



Google 



1776. 



338 THE RISE AND t^ROGRESS Of 

cBAP.t*. quieicc in the cxuel policy of nations. PubUc 
eniergencies may require the hand of feverity 
to fall heavily on thofe who are not perfonally 
guilty, but compaffion prompts, and ever urges 
to milder methods. However, general Lee 
was not executed, nor fuddenly releafed. Col- 
onel Campbell was clofely imprifoned, and treat- 
ed with much feverity, and a coniiderable time 
elapfed before either of them were reKeved, ex- 
cept by fome mitigation in the manner of colonel 
Campbell's confinement, which was carried to 
an extreme not warranted even to a notorious 
felon.* 

Perhaps at no period of the great ftruggle 
fpr independence, were the afiairs of the United 
States at fo low an ebb as at the prefent. The 
footfteps of the Britiih army in their route 
through the Jerfies, were every where marked 
with the moft wanton inftances of rapine and * 
bloodihed : even the facrfid repofitories of the 
dead were not unmoleited by the iacrilegious 
hands of the foldiery jt while the licentiouihels 



♦ General Lee was alfo treated very fevenely until the 
defeat of Burgoyne. After this he was permitted to re- 
pair to New York on parole, and foon after liberated by 
an exchange of prifoners. 

f This ufage of the dead is authenticated by the ac- 
counts of feveral gentlemen of refpedability near the 
fcene of adlion. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION* 339 

of their officers fpread rape, mifery, and def- chap.ix. 
pair, indifcriminately through every village. 



Thus, while human nature was difgraced, 
and the feelings of benevolence Ihocked, by the 
perpetration of every crime j when the army- 
ipared neither age or fex, youth, b^iity, or in- 
nocence ; it is obfervaWe, that the diftreffes of 
war had fallen principally on that ftate, which 
at that time contained a greater proportion of 
perfons attached to the royal caufe, than could 
have been found in any other part of illnerica. 
But fo intermLs;ed and blended were perfons, 
families, and parties of different politick opin<» 
ions, that it was not eafy to diftinguiih, in the 
wanton riot of vidory, their friends from their 
foes, or the royalifts from the whigs, even had 
the royal army been difpofed to difcriminate. 
It was indeed impoffible for thejr foreign a\w^ili- 
aries to make any diftinftion among Americans> 
though fome Britifh ofljcers would gladly have 
checked the infolejic^vof triumph, unbalance^ 
by any principle of religion, honor, or human- 
ity. A negleft of ftri<Et difdplin§ prevented 
the melioration of crime and mifery, and filled 
up the meafure of cenfure which afterwards fell 
on the commander in chief of the Britifh forces, 
even from thofe who wiflied to give hi^ mili^ 
tary operations the moft brilliant caft»* 

* See fir William Howe's defence of his con^ft<^ Jn his 
letters to adminiftratton, publifhecl in London- 
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our. XT Had general Howe perfevered in his purfuiti, 

""~"~" and have croffed the Delaware, he would inevr 

1776 

itably have deftroyed even the veftige of an 
American army. The remnant of the old 
troops drawn into Philadelphia, was too fmall 
for refiflanc^, the citizens were divided and in- 
timidated, congrefe had retreated to Baltimore, 
the country was difpirited, and Waflungton him- 
felf, ready to defpair, had aftually confulted 
fome of his officers, on the expediency of flying 
to the back parts of Pennfylvania, or even be- 
yond the Allegany mountains, to efcape the 
ufual fete qf unfuccefsful rebels, or as himfelf 
exprefled it, ** to fave his neck frooi a halter.'^* 

Thus, without an army, without allies,' and 
without refources, the gloom of diiappoint- 
ment overfpread not only the brow of the com- 
mander in chief, but expanded wide, and rula 
from every quarter lowered on the fece of 
American freedom. Newport and the adja- 



♦ This was confidentially faid to an officer, who reportr 
edf that the general put his hand to his neck, and obfervecU 
that it did not feel as if made for a halter. See Stedman*s 
Hl/lory, It is probable if ever general Wafliington re- 

ally expreffed himfelf in this manner, it was uttered more 
from the momentary ebullition of diftrefs, than from the 
ferious contemplation of defpair* It difcovered more a de* 
termination to live free, than any timidity from fudden dif- 
may. Had general Howe overtaken the America^ 
troops, and have fecured their commander, he would 
doubtlefs have been made a viftim of fevere vengeance* 
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cent iflands were taken poffeffion of by a part cua?.ix. 
of the Britiih army and navy, under the com- 
mand of commodore fir Peter Parker and fir 
Henry Clinton. The whole colony of Rhode 
Ifland was not able to make the fmalleft refift- 
ance to the feizure of their capital : and to 
complete the climax of danger which this mel- 
ancholy winter exhibited, the irruptions of the 
natives in various parts, was not the leafl:. 
Many tribes of thofe aborigines, flimulated by 
their native fiercenej(s, wrought up ftill higher 
by Britifh influence, and headed by fome 
Apiericfin defperadoes |n the fervice of Britain, 
yrere making the moft horrid depredations on 
the back fettlemepts of fome of the fouthern 
ftates : nor did the affairs of America at the 
porthw^rd wear a more f;|vorable afpeft, 

Generjd Carleton had conduced the cam- 
paign of this year, with the ability of the ftatef- 
man, and the courage of the flildier ; and 
notwithftanding the feverity of his general 
charaAer, he, with av degree of humanity hon- 
orable to himfelf, and exemplary to his military 
aflbciates, had been difpofed to commiferate the 
unfortunate. It has been pbferved, that all 
who fell into his hands after the death of gene- 
ral Montgomery, were treated with lenity and 
tendemefs. He was doubtlefs fenfible, that a 
^ar enkindled more to fatiate a fpirit of refent- 
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ment and pride, than to eftabliih the principles 
of juftice, required every palliative to mitigate 
the odium of the difgraceful defign of fubduing 
America by the aid of lavages, who had hutted 
for ages in the wildernefs beyond the difiant 
lakes. General Carleton with the mofl extra* 
ordinary vigilance and vigor, had condu&ed 
the purfuit of the Americans, until Arndd and 
his party were chafed out of the province of 
Quebec : nor did he ever lofe fight of his ob^ 
je£k, which was to make himfelf mafter of the 
Hudfon, and form a jundion at Albany with 
general Howe, whofe troops in detached par* 
ties were wafting the middle colonies, and co^ 
operating in the fame defign. 

By uncommon exertions, Carleton obtamed 
a fleet in the wildernefs, of fuch ftrength and 
fuperiority, as to deftroy the little American 
fquadron on the Lake Champlain, one of the 
fmaller navigable bafons in the woods of that 
aftoniftiing country. The lakes pf America 
are among the wonders of the world. They 
are numerous and extenfive, deep, and navigable 
at many hundred miles diftance from the ocean. 
A view of this part of creation is fublime and af- 
toniftiing. There are five of thofe lakes of prin- 
cipal magnitude. The fmalleft of them, Laki 
Ontario^ is more^ than two hundred, and the 
largeft. Lake Superior^ is five hundred leagues 
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in circumference.* Happy might it have been chaf-k. 
for the Atlantic ftates, had they been content- "TZJT^ 
ed within thefe boundaries of nature, and not 
at an after period, have wafted the blood of 
their citizens in attempting to wreft from the 
natives a vaft extent of territory, which it is 
very improbable they will be long able to gov- 
ern, unleis a remarkable coincidence of events 
ihould give them a commanding influence, fu- 
perior to any European power. 

The bravery of Arnold was on his retreat, 
equally confpicuous with the outfet of his ex- 
traordinary undertaking : but notwithftanding 
his vigilance, and the valor of his foldiers, they 
were reduced to the utmoft diftrefs before he 
Wew up the remainder of his fleet, which 
Carleton had not captured, and run his laft 
fliip onfliore, without acknowledging the fupe- 
riority of the Britifli flag, by the fervile iignal 
of ftriking his colors. Obliged to relinquifli 
every poft of advantage, Arnold and the rem- 
nant of his troops,were driven naked, defencelels, 
and defpondent, from foreft to foreft, and from 
lake to lake, until they reached Ticonderoga. 
The garrifon there had been reinforced by fome 






♦ The principal of diefe inland feas arc. Lake q^uperi* 
or, Huron, Michigan, Erie, and Onatria. The de- 
fcription of thefe and the fmaller iheets of water fpread 
over the vaft weftem territory, ipay be found in erery g«* 
Qgraphical work. 
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cBAP.ix. militia from the eaftern ftates, but they wertf * 
~ir7* in no condition to meet general Carleton, whofe 
advancement they had every reafon to expeft^ 
with fuperior numbers, and the double advan- 
tage of difcipline and fucce(s, and his exertions 
aided by tribes of copper-colored favages. 

General Thomas had been fent from Cam* 
bridge in the fpring, one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and feventy-fix, with a detachment of the 
continental army, to endeavour in conjundtion 
with the eaftern militia, to retrieve the wretch- 
ed ftate of affairs in Canada. He was a man of 
cool judgment, poflefled of courage the refult 
of principle, rather than bravery the impulfe of 
paflion. He was refpefted by the citizens, be- 
loved by the foldiers, and well qualified by the 
firmne& of his mind, and the ftrength of his 
conftitution, to face the dangers of a campaign 
in the wilder nefs. But unfortunately for him, 
he was deputed to the northern command to 
oppofe the conjoined forces of the native barba* 
rians and their Britiih allies, at a time when 
the remains of the American army were dif- 
mayed by defeat, worn out by fatigue, and in 
addition to their diftrefles, a peftilential difor- 
der, then fatal to New Englanders, had fpread 
through the camp. The fmall-pox, by the ill 
policy of the country, had been fo long kept 
from their doors, that there was fcarce a man 
among them, who was not more afraid of an 
attack from this kind of peftilence, than the 
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fiiry of the fword : but no caution could pre- chap. ix. 
vent the rapidity of the contagion ; it per- 
vaded the whole army ; and proved fetal to 
moft of the new raifed troops. 

The character of the military officer who 
dies in his bed, however meritorious, is feldom 
crowned by the eclat of feme, which follows 
the hero who perilhes in the field. Thus this 
good nun, qualified to reap the faireft laurels 
in a day of battle, was immediately on his arri- 
val at the fcene of a^on, cut down by the 
hand of ficknefs, and his memory almoft ex- 
tinguiihed by a fucceffion of new characters 
and events that crowded for attention. By the 
death of general Thomas, and the reduced ftate 
of the "Americans, they were fer from being in 
any preparation for the reception of general 
Carleton, whofe arrival they momently expeft- 
ed. They had nothing to hope — an immedi- 
ate furrender to mercy was their only refource. 
On this they had determined ; when to their 
furprife and joy they were informed, that all 
further purfuit was relinquifhed, and that the 
Canadians and Britiih troops had precipitately 
retreated. 

Thus the remnant of the broken continental 
army was left at full liberty to efcape in the 
beft manner they could from other impending 
dangers. From the nature of the grounds, 
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cHAf. nc and from the neighbourhood of the favages, 
from their weak, fickly, and reduced ftate, 
their retreat was extremely difficult ; but in 
fcattered parties they reached Crown Point m 
a very feeble condition. After this feries of 
fuccefslefs efforts, all farther thoughts of the re- 
du<9ion and conqueft of Canada, were for the 
prefent laid afide. General Carleton had re- 
paired to Quebec. General Phillips with a con- 
fiderable force made winter-quarters at Mon- 
treal ; and general Burgoyne took pafiage for 
England. Both thefe officers had been very 
a<5Uve in aid of Carleton, through the campaign 
of one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-fix. 

The defeat of the Americans in Canada, and 
the advantages gained by the Britifh arms m 
the Jerfies, and indeed for fome months in ev- 
ery other quarter, gave to the royal caufe an air 
of triumph. The brilliant hopes formed from 
thefe circumftances, by the calculators of events 
for the enfuing fpring, led the miniftry and the 
army, the nation and their fovereign, to flatter 
themfelves that the completion^'of the war was 
at no great diftance ; and that only one more 
campaign would be neceflary for the entire fub- 
jugation of America. The vidffitudes of for- 
tune, that hourly cloud or brighten all human 
afiairs, foon convinced them that this was but 
the triumph of a day. The new year opened 
in a reverfive view. . A fpirited movement of 
general Wafliington at tliis important crifis, 



Digitized by 



Google 



T^ 



THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 34? 

had a moft happy eflFeft : a fingle incident gave chap.ix. 
a diflFerent face to the aflfairs of the colonies, in 
a fliorter time than could have been imagined, 
after the ruinous* appearance of every thing at 
the clofe of the campaign. 



On the evening of the twenty-fifth of De- 
camber, general Wafhington in a moft fevere 
feafon, croffed the Delaware with a part of his 
army, then reduced to lefs than two thoufand 
men in the whole. They very unexpeftedly 
landed near Trenton, Colonel Rhal, an officer 
of decided bravery, commanded a detachment 
of twelve hundred Heffians ftationed there, 
where they lay in perfeft fecurity. It was near 
morning before they were alarmed : the fur- 
prife was complete ; the refiftance fmall : Rhal 
was mortally wounded, and, his whole corps 
furrendered prifoners of war. After th^ fe- 
tigue, the hazards, and the fuccefs of the night,- 
general Wafhington with his party and his 
prifoners, confifting of the three regiments of 
Rhal, Lofbourg, and Knyphaufen, recroffed the 
river before eight in the morning, with little 
or no lofs. 

This adventure gave an aftonilhing fpring to 
the fpirits of the American army and people, a 
fliort time before driven to the brink of def- 
pair. They had viewed the Heffians as a moft 
terrific enemy, and in conjundion with the 
veterans of Britain, as an invulnerable foe. To 
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fee fuch a body of them furprifed in thely 
camp, and yielding themfelves prifoners to the 
fhreds of an American army, infpired them 
with a boldnefs that an adion of the greateft 
magnitude might not have awakened in diffe- 
rent circumftanccs. General Wafliington did 
not fit down in Philadelphia fatisfied with the 
eclat of this enterprife, but in a few days again 
paffed the Dehware, and took poft at Trenton. 

The Britifli army elated by fuccefs, had lain 
carelefsly cantoned in fmall divifions, in a line 
extending through New Jerfey to New York. 
General Howe was afterwards feverely cenfu- 
red by his employers, for his negleft in not 
croiEng the Delaware, while he had the prom- 
ife of the moft brilliant fuccefs from his own 
arms. The panic of the Pennfylvanians had 
infpired moft of them with a difpofition to fuc- 
cumb to any terms he fhould impofe, which 
ought to have been an additional ftimulus to 
have purfued his good fortune. Nor waste 
lefs cenfured for his unguarded cantonments, 
through fuch an extenfive line as the whole 
length of the Jerfies.* 

General Wafhington moved on from Tren- 
ton to Princetown by a circuitous march, to 
avoid engaging the Britilh or being hemmed 
in near Trenton. He fuddenly attacked the 

♦ See trial and defence of general Howe. 
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Britifli encampment at Princetown, while the chap.k. 
main body of the Britifh army had marched to 
Trenton, with defign to diflodge the Ameri- 
cans from that poft. From Princetown the 
American army moved to Elizabethtown* 
Animated by fuccefs, warmed by bravery, and 
fupported by fortitude, they gathered ftrength 
as they moved, and gained fome fignal ad- 
vantages in feveral places on the Jerfey fide of 
the river ; and in their turn purfued the king's 
troops, with as much rapidity as they had re* 
cently fled before thqm j while the Britifli, as 
if feized with a generjii p^nic, made but a fee- 
ble r^fiftance, 

After many marches, counter-marches, and 
0drmiihes, the ftrength of the Britifli force 
was coUefted at Brunfwick, a town in the 
Jerfies, about fixty miles from Philadelphia, 
and thirty-five from New York. They con- 
tinued their head-quarters there the remainder 
of the winter j but they were not without 
apprehenfions for the fafety of their troops 
and their magazines, even at this diftance 
from Philadelphia, notwithftanding the con* 
tempt with which they had but a fliort time 
before, viewed the broken, diflieartened re- 
mains of a continental army, which they had 
purfued into the city. 

The Britifli were indeed very far fuperior to 
the Americans, in every refpeft neceflary to 



Digitized by 



Google 



S50 THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF 

CHAP. IX. miKtary operations, except the revivified ecu- 
rage and refolution, the refult of fudden fuccefs 
after .defpair. In this, the Americans at the 
time yielded the pabn to none ; while the con- 
fidence of their antagonifts apparently (Umin- 
iihed, and victory began by them to be viewed 
at a diftance. 

The wafte of human life from various caufes, 
through the viciffitudes of this winter, was 
not inconfiderable on either fide : but the fuc- 
cefs of the American arms through the Jerfies, 
was in fome meafure damped by the death of 
the brave general Mercer of Virginia, who fell 
at Princetown, in an aftion made memorable 
by the lofs of fo gallant an officer. His diftin- 
guifhed merit was gratefidly acknowledged by 
congrefs, in the provifion afterwards made for 
the education and fupport of the youngeft fon 
of his family. 

The fortunate movements of the Americans 
at this critical era, had the ufual efkQ: on pub- 
lic opinion. Such is human nature, that fuc- 
cefs ever brightens the talents of the fortunate 
commander, and applaufe generally outruns the 
-expectations of the ambitious. General Wafh- 
ington, popular before, from this period be- 
came the idol of his country, and the admira- 
tion of his enemies. His humanity to the pri- 
foners who fell into his hands, was a contraft 
to the feverities fuffered by thofe captured at 
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fort Wafliington, and the viftims in other chamx 
places, that fell under the power of either Het 
iians or Britons. In a book of general orders 
belonging to colonel Rhal, found after the ac- 
tion at Trenton, it was recorded, that *' His 
"excellency the commander in chief orders, 
** that all Americans found in arms, not having 
" an officer with them, Ihall be immediately 
** hanged."* This inftance may ferve as a fam- 
ple of the cruel defigns, and fummary modes of 
proceeding to execution among military maf- 
ters, who hold themfelves above the cenfure 
or control of civil authority, or the reftraints 
of humanity. 

On the contrary, the lenity fliewn by gen- 
eral Wafliington towards the loyalifts captured 
by his foldiers, difarmed the prejudices of ma- 
ny, and multitudes flocked to the American 
ibmdard, who, in the be^nning of the difpute, 
were fevorers of the royal caufe, and within a 
few months had been ready to throw them- 
felves into the arms of Great Britain. But 
every favorable impreffion was erafed, and ev- 
ery idea of fubmiffion annihilated, by the in- 
^ifcriminate ravages of the Heflian and Britifli 
foldiery in their route through the Jerfies. The 

* The intimation of lord Comwallis afterwards, to the 
commander of a party fent out, much fuperior to the 
Americans they expecfted to meet, was not more humane. 
His lordfhlp obferved, that " he wanted no prifoners." 
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elegant houfes of fome of their own mofi d^^ 
voted partifans were burnt : their vdves and 
daughters purfued and ravifhed in the woods 
to which they had fled for Ihelter. Many un- 
fortunate fathers, in the ftupor of grief, beheld 
the mifery of their female connexions, with- 
out being able to relieve them, and heard the 
ihrieks of infant innocence, fubjeded to the 
brutal luft of Britifli grenadiers, or HeJJian 
Taugbers. 

In fliort, it may be difficult for the moft de- 
fcriptive pen, to portray the fituation of the 
inhabitants of the Jeriies, and the neighbour- 
hood of their ftate. The confufion of parties, 
the difmay of individuals, who were ftill ferv- 
ing in the remnant of the American army, 
whofe deareft connexions were fcattered 
through the country, and expofed to the dan- 
ger of plunder and mifery, from the holtile in- 
roads of a vidorious army, can be imagined 
only by thofe whofe fouls are fufceptibik at 
once of the nobleft and the tendered feelings. 
Many of this defcription were among the brave 
officers, who had led the fragments of a fugi- 
tive army acrofs the Delaware, and iheltered 
in the city of Philadelphia, had by flight efcap- 
ed a total excilion. 

But after efcaping the perilous purfuit, there 
appeared little on which to ground any rational 
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hfcpe of effeiftually counterafting the defigns of cuAfn. 
their enemies. They found congrefs had re- 
treated, and that the inhabitants of the city 
were agitated and divided. Several of the 
more wealthy citizens fecured their property 
by renouncing the authority of congrefs, and 
acknowledging themfelves the fubjeds of the 
crown : others availed themfelves of a procla- 
mation of pardon, publiihed by the Britifh com- 
mander, and took proteftion under the royal 
ftandard, for perfonal fecurity. 

Several officers of high charafter and confid- 
cration, were on the point of purfuing the 
fame fteps, previous to the adion at Trenton, 
from the anxiety they felt for their j^tmilies, 
defpair of the general caufe, danger of the city, 
or the immediate military executions that might 
take place, when the viftorious army fhould 
crofs the river, which they momently expeft- 
cd. Why this was not donej remains involved 
among the fortuitous events, which often de- 
cide the fate of armies, or of nations, as it were 
by accident. The votaries of blind chance, or 
indeed the more fober calculators t)n human 
events, would have pronounced the fartime of 
the day was in the hands of the Britiih com- 
mander. Why he did not embrace her tenders 
while it was in his power, no one can tell ; nor 
why he flopped fliort on the borders of the 
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cJmx. river, as if afraid the waters of the Delaware, 
like another Red Sea, would overwhelm the 
purfuers of the injured Americans, who had in 
many inftances as manifeftly experienced the 
protefting hand of Providence, as the favored 
Ifraelites. 

The negleft of fo fair an opportunity, by a 
fingle effort, to have totally deftroyed or dif- 
perfed the American army, or in the language 
of adminiftration, to have cut off the hydra head 
of rebellion^ by the fubjugation of the capital 
dty, was viewed in the moft unpardonable 
light by his employers. They were not yet 
fully apprifed of the fpirit of Americans : their 
ideas did not quadrate with thofe of a diftin- 
guilhed military officer, well acquainted with 
the country, who obferved in a letter to a 
friend,* *^ it was no exaggeration to affert, that 
** there were two hundred thoufand ftrong- 
" bodied, active yeomanry, ready to encounter 
** all hazards and dangers, ready to facrifice all 
•* confiderations, rather than furrender a titde 
** of the rights which they have derived from 
** God and their anceftors." Subfequent events 
will pro^e that he had not formed a miftaken 
opinion of the refolution and prowefs of the 
Americans. It will be feen, that they were far 

* See a letter from general Charles Lee to the duke of 
Richmond, O^pber, one thoufand fcven hundred and fev- 
^uty.four. 
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from reKnquiflung their claim to independence, 
by the ill fuccefs of a fingle campaign. The 
tardy conduft of fir William Howe was repre- 
hended with feverity ; nor was he ever able 
to juftify or vindicate himfelf, either to admin- 
iftration or to the world. 

r 

From thefe and other circumftances, the 
charafter of fir William Howe depreciated in 
proportion to the rifing fame of the American 
commander in chief, his rival in glory, and his 
competitor for the crown of vidory, on a thea- 
tre that foon excited the curiofity, and awaken- 
ed the ambition of the heroes and princes of 
Europe. 

Indeed it muft be acknowledged, that gene- 
ral Howe had innumerable difficulties to fur- 
mount, notwithftanding the number of his 
troops. He was at a diftance from his employ- 
ers, who were ignorant of his fituation, and un- 
able to fupport him as emergencies required. 
He was in an enemy's country, where every 
acquifition of forage or provifions, was procur- 
ed at the expenfe or hazard of life or-reputa- 
tion. A confiderable part of his army was 
compofed of difcontented foreigners, who, dif- 
appointed of the eafy fettlements they had been 
led to expeft, from the conqueft of rebeLs, and 
the forfeiture of their eftates, — ^their former 
poverty not mitigated, nor their yoke of flave- 
ry meliorated, in the fervice of their new inaf- 
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ters, — they were clamorous for pay, and too 
eager for plunder, to be kept within the rules 
of difcipline : and their alien language and man- 
ners difgufting to their Britifli comrades, a 
conftant bickering was kept up between them. 

Nor was the Britifli commander lefs embar- 
raffed by the tories, who from every ftate had 
fled from the refentment of their countrymen^ 
and hung upon his hands for fubfiftence. On 
their fidelity or their information, he could 
make little dependence. Many of them had 
never poffeffed property at all, others irritated by 
the lols of weakh ; both were continually urging 
him to deeds of cruelty, to which he did not 
feem naturally inclined. At the fame time, he 
was fenfible that the hopes of his nation would 
fink by the protraAion of a war, which they 
had flattered themfelves might be concluded 
with the utmoft facility and expedition. 

There were many concurring circumftances 
to lead the world to conclude, that fir William 
Howe was not qualified, either by education or 
habits of life, for the execution of an objeft of 
fuch magnitude, as the reftoration of the re- 
volted colonies to obedience, and dependence 
on the crown of Britain. " He fought as a fol- 
** dier and a fervant to his king, without other 
^* principle than that of paflSve obedience. The 
*' immenfity of the profpeft before him, em- 
** barraffed his mind, clouded his underftand- 



Digitized by 



Google 



177§-. 



THE AMJIRICAN REVOLUTION. SC7 

«* ing J and, too much; engroffi^d by his bottle cbat.o. 
*^ and his miftre^^ be frequently \e^ hk orders 
*^ and his letters to be fabricated by fubordinate 
«« officers : and feemed at fbme times to fink 
•^ into ftupor or indc^ence, at others, brave and 
** cool as Julius Caefar." 

If thefe traits of the charader of the Eritifli 
commander are juft and impartial, as faid to be 
by one of his former affociates,* the world need 
be at no lofs why fuch infbnces of &ameful 
outrage and rapine appeared wherever his army 
entered; or why>when he had driven the 
Americans over tJxe Delaware, he did not pur- 
fue and complete the bufinefs, by a triumphal 
entrance into Philadelphia, and the total deftruc- 
tion of general Waflxington and his remaining 
troops. 

No military character ever had a fairer op- 
portimity (as obferved above) to place the mar- 
tial laurel on his brow, than was prefented to 
general Howe on the banks of the Delaware ; 
but he fxiffered it to wave at a diftance, with- 
out the refolution to feize it : and inftead of a 
chaplet of glory, he reaped only the hatred oi 
America, the lofs of efteem and reputation in 
England, and difgrace and cenfure from hi& 
parliamentary mafters, 

* See letter of general Lee, Appendix, Note No. XVIII, 
which difcovers the temper and chara(fler of the writer^ at 
well as of fir William Howe. 
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The negligence of fir William Howe gave an 
opportunity to the Americans, to recover the 
energies of their former courage. The hope- 
lefe profpeft that had beclouded their minds, 
vanifhed on the fuccefsful termination of a 
fingle enterprife projefted by the commander 
in chief, and executed with refolution and mag- 
nanimity, by officers who had been almoft re- 
duced to defpondency. 

The furprife of Trenton faved the army, the 
city, and in fome degree, the reputation of the 
commander in chief, which frequently depends 
more on the fortunate exigencies of a moment 
than on fuperior talents. The world ever 
prone to negleA the unfortunate, however 
brave, amiable, or virtuous, generally pays its 
idolatrous homage to thofe elevated by the fe- 
vors of the ideal deity to the pinnacle of honor : 
yet real merit ufually commands the plaudit of 
pofterity, however it may be withheld by con- 
temporaries, from rivalry or envy. 

Perhaps there are no people on earth, in 
whom a fpirit of enthufialtic zeal is fo readily 
enkindled, and burns fo remarkably confpicu. 
ous, as among the Americans. Any fortuitous 
circumftance, that holds out the moft difiant 
promife of a completion of their wiflies, ii 
puflied with an ardor and unanimity that fel- 
dom fails of fuccefs. This charafteriftic trait 
may in feme meafure account for the rapidity 
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with which every thing has been brought to chap. «. 
maturity there, from the firft fettlement of the 
colonies. 

The energetic operation of this fanguine 
temper, was never more remarkably exhibited, 
than in the change inftantaneoufly wrought in 
the minds of men, by the capture of Trenton 
at fo unexpeded a moment. From a ftate of 
mind bordering on defpair, courage was invig- 
orated, every countenance brightened, and the 
nervous arm was outftretched, as if by one 
general impulfe, all were determined to drive 
the hoftile invaders, that had plundered their 
villages, and dipt the remorfelefs fword in the 
bofom of the innocent victims of their fu^, 
from off the American fhores. 

But we Ihall fee in the fubfequent pages of 
thefe memoirs, that they had yet many years 
to ftruggle with the dangers, the chances, and 
the miferies of war, before an extenfive coun- 
try, convulfed in every part, was reftored to 
tranquillity. Agonizing amidft the complica- 
ted difficulties of railing, paying, and keeping 
an army in the field, it is eafy to conceive it 
was not with much facility, that money was 
drawn from the pockets of the rich, for the fup- 
port of the public caufe, at the hazard of re- 
ceiving a fcrip of depreciated paper, in lieu of 
filver and gold. 
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A nominal fubftitute for fpede has often its 
temporary advantages, and when not extended 
too far, its permanent ones ; but is oftener at- 
tended with a great balance of evil. Its decep- 
tive value often plunges a great part of the 
community into ruin, and corrupts the morals 
of the people before they are apprehenfive of the 
danger. Yet without the expedient of a paper 
currency, the Americans could never have fup- 
ported an army, or have procured the necei&- 
ries of life from day to day. Experience had 
before taught them the pernicious eSe&s of a 
paper medium, without ftmds fufficient for its 
redemption s but the peculiar exigencies of 
their fituation, left them no other refources. 

The United States had engaged in an hazard- 
ous enterprize, in which all was at ftake. De* 
ficient as they were in the means neceflary to 
fupport a war, againft a wealthy and potent na- 
tion, they yet fiood alone, uncertain whether 
any other power would aid their caufe, or view 
them with that degree of confideration, that 
might obtain a credit for foreign loans. It was 
an interefting fpedacle to all fuch nations as had 
colonies of their own, to view fuch an unexped* 
ed fpirit of refiftance and revolt in the Ameri- 
cans, as might be contagious, and probably pro- 
duce commotions as much to be dreaded by 
them, as the alienation of the thirteen colonies 
was by England. The moft judicious ftatefinen 
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in America were fenfible, that much time muft chap.ix. 
elapfe, and many events take place, before any 
foreign ftipulations could be efFefted. They 
were therefore impelled by the peculiar circum- 
ftances of their fituation, to refort to this dan- 
gerous expedient, or relinquiflx the conteft. 
No wife legiflator, no experienced ftatefman, 
no man of principle, would have recourfe to a 
meafure fraught A\dth fuch uncertain confe- 
querices, but from that neceffity which in hu- 
man affairs, fometimes precludes all delibera- 
tion between prefent utility, and diftant events 
>vhich may accrue. 

In confequence of this dilemma, congrefs had 
emitted fums to a vaft amount in paper bills, 
with a promife on the face of the bill, of pay- 
ment in fpecie at fome diftant period. This 
circumftance was alarming to the avaricious 
and the wealthy, who immediately vdthdrew 
their gold and filver from circulation. This 
and other combining circumftances, among 
which the immenfe fums counterfeited in New 
York by the Britilh, and thrown into the col- 
onies, produced an immediate-and an aftonilh- 
ing depreciation. At the fame time, the wid- 
ow and the orphan were obliged to receive 
the intereft of their property, depofited for 
fecurity In. the public treafuries, according to 
the nominal fum on the face of the bills ; by 
which they and other claffes, were reduced to 
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extreme neceffity. The operative effefts of 
this paper medium, its ufes, its depreciation, 
and total annihilation, will be feen hereafter, 
when the credit of the circxilating paper had 
funk fo low, that no one prefumed to oflFer it 
in barter for any commodity. All public de- 
mands were confolidated by government at a 
very great difcount, and public fecurities giv- 
en to thofe who had demands for fervices or 
loans, and the faith of congrefs pledged for 
their payment in full value, as foon as prafli- 
cable.* 

The honor and the fate of the commander 
in chief, had been daily hazarded by the un- 
reftrained licenfe of foldiers, vAth whom it was 
optional to ftay a few days longer, or to with- 
draw after the fliort term of their enliftment 
had expired^ however imminent the dangers 
might be that threatened their country. Yet 
the eftabliflmient of a permanent army was 
not more ardently wiflied by general Wafh- 
ington, than by every judicious man in Amer- 
ica : but the work, though not infurmounta- 
ble, was attended with complicated difficul- 
ties. The reluftance felt through that clafs of 
men from which an army was to be drawn, 
to enlift for an indefinite term, was apparent 
to all. The precarious refources for the fup- 
port of an army, which at that time depended 

* See Appendix, Note No. XIX 
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only on a depreciating medium, could not be cdapix. 
concealed, and were difcouraging indeed: at 
the fame time, it was a fubjeft too delicate to 
expatiate on, as the more it was converfed up- 
on, the greater was the danger of defeating the 
defired bbjeft. But, the firmnefs of congrefs 
unfliaken, and the legiflatures of the individ- 
ual ftates equally zealous, while the people at 
large were convinced of the utility of the mea- 
fure, the objeft was in time obtained, though 
not fo rapidly as the exigencies of the day re- 
quired. 
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CHAPTER X. 

DcAihory Circumftanccs. — Skirroiflies and Events. — Gen- 
eral Howe withdraws from the Jerfies — Arrives at the 
River Elk — Followed by Waftiington. — ^The Battle of 
Brandy wine. — General Waftiington defeated, retreats 
to Philadelphia — Obliged to draw oflFhis Army. — Lord 
Cornwallis takes PofTeffion of the City. — AiSlion at Ger- 
xnantown, Red Bank, &c. — ^The Britifh Army take 
Winter-Quarters in Philadelphia. — The Americans en- 
camp at Valley-Forge. — General Walhington's Situa- 
tion not eligible. — De Lifle's Letters. — General Con- 
way refigns. — ^The Baron de Steuben appointed In- 
fpedlor General of the American Army. 

In the beginning of the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and feventy-feven, the fpirits of 
the Americans were generally re-animated by 
frefli hopes, in confequence of the meafures tak- 
en by congrefs to eftablilh a permanent army, 
until the conclufion of the war, and ftill more 
by their fanguine expeftations of fuccefs from 
the negociations, and profpeAs of an alliance 
with France. 



1777. 



A folemn confederation, confifting of a num- 
ber of articles by which the United States 
fhould in future be governed, had been draft- 
ed, difcuffed, and unanimoufly figned by ,all 
the delegates in congrefs, in the month of Oc- 
tober, one thoufand feven hundred andfeventy- 
fix. Tliis inftrument was fent to each legifla* 
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ture in the thirteen ftates, and approved and chap. x. 
afterwards ratified by the individual govern- 
ments. After this, the congrefs of the United 
States thought proper to appoint commiffioners 
to the court of France, when fortunately a loan 
of money was negociated on the faith of the 
United States, and permiffion obtained for the 
reception of American fliips of war, and the 
lale of prizes tliat might be captured by them, 
and carried into any of the ports of France. 
They were alfo encouraged to hope for ftill fur- 
ther afliftance from the generofity of that na- 
tion. 

The growth of the infant marine of the 
United States had been fo rapid, and fo fuccefs- 
ful had been the adventurers in this early ftage 
of the war, that it was rationally concluded, 
it could not be many years before the navy of 
America might make a refpeftable figure among 
the nations. 

It was not expected in Great Britain, that 
the colonies could thus early have acquired a 
naval force of the leaft confideration. «In con- 
fequence of this idea, a great number of Brit- 
ifh fliips and tranfports, that went out flightly 
armed, or not armed at all, were this year cap- 
tured on their way to America. So bold and 
adventurous were the American privateers, and 
their public fliips, that the domeftic trade of 
Britain was rendered infecure ; and a convoy 
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became neceflary to proteft the linen flups from 
Dublin to Newiy : a circumfbnce that never 
before took place.* The fuccefsful depredations 
alfo on the Britifh Weft India trade, were fek 
through Great Britain ill an alarming degree ; 
and fliocked their commerce fo far, as to occa- 
fion fudden and frequent bankruptcies in Lon- 
don, Briftol, and almoft all the great marts of 
the nation. 

Thus the colonies were filled with every 
thing neceflary for carrying on a war, or that 
fiirnifhed them the luxuries of life. But the 
fudden acquifition of wealth, which in confe- 
quence of unexpected fuccefe, flowed into the 
lap of individuals, fo much beyond their former 
fortune or ideas, was not indeed very favorable 
to the virtue or manners of the pofleflbrs. It 
had a tendency to contraft the mind, and led 
it to flirink into felfifli views and indulgencies, 
totally inconfiftent with genuine republicanifm. 
The coflers of the rich were not unlocked for 
the public benefit, but their contents were lib- 
erally fquandered in purfuit of frivolous enjoy- 
ments, to which moft of them had heretofore 
been ftrangers. 

This avaricious fpirit, indeed, fomewhat re- 
tarded the meafures contemplated by congrefe, 
who had determined, that the army in ftiturd 

♦ Britifli Annual Regiaer, 1777. 
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fhould ftand on a more ftable footing. They chap, x 
had direfted that eighty-eight battalions fhould -,.- - 
be raifed, and kept in full pay until the clofe 
of the war ; and as an encouragement to enlifl, 
they promifed a certain allotment of lands to 
both officers and foldiers, at the commence- 
ment of peace ; yet the recruiting fervice went 
on heavily for a time, and at an immenfe ex- 
penfe to the United States. But among a peo- 
ple whofe perfonal liberty had been their 
proudefl boaft, the above was not the fole caufe 
of the difficulty of raifing a permanent army : 
the novelty of being enchained to a flanding 
army was difgufHng ; they generally revolted 
at the idea of enlifting for an indefinite term : 
thus the army flill remained incomplete, and 
the militia were again called out as before. la 
that mode there was no want of zeal and alac- 
rity; great numbers always appeared ready 
for any temporary fervice. 

During the winter of this year, the Britifh 
commander did not attempt any thing of 
greater magnitude, than the deflrudion of the 
American magazines. He effisfted his purpofe 
at PeekfkiU, at Courtland Manor ; and about 
the middle of April, he fent on a detachment 
under the command of governor Tryon, to the 
little town of Danbury, on the borders of Con-, 
nefticut, where a confiderable quantity of pro- 
vifions and other articles had been depofited, 
for the ufe of the American army. He coniid* 
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CHAP. X ered it of great importance to cut off thefe re- 
^TlZr* fources, before the opening of the fpring cam- 
. * paign. 

.In conjundion with fir William Erfkine and 
brigadier general Agnew, governor Tryon, 
who had embodied near two thoufand royalifts, 
was vefted with the principal command, on the 
trivial expedition to Danbury. He executed 
his orders with alacrity. They deftroyed a few 
hoglheads of rum and fugar, a confiderable 
quantity of grain and other provifions, about 
feventeen hundred tents, and plundered and 
burnt a number of houfes in the town of Dan- 
bury. But their retreat to their flapping was 
intercepted by the militia of the country, drawn 
out by the generals Wooller and Silliman. A 
fmall detachment of continental troops com- 
manded by general Arnold, with a party of re- 
cruiting ofllcers joined them, and a rencounter 
enfued, when much bravery was exhibited on 
both fides. General Woofter, an aged and ex- 
perienced officer, and a very worthy man, was 
mortally wounded. General Arnold had his 
horfe fliot under him at the moment a foldier 
had his bayonet lifted for his deftruftion ; but 
with furprizing agility, he difengaged hinifelf 
from his horfe, and drew a piftol that laid his 
enemy dead at his feet. On the third day af- 
ter his landing, governor Tryon again reached 
the {flipping, and rc-embarked hi > troops with 
inconfiderable lofs, though exceedingly fatigued 
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by a march of thirty miles, haraffed the ^whole chap. x. 
time by an enemy arranged on each hand, and 
preffed in the rear by recruits hourly coming 
in to the affiftance of his opponents.* 

Within a few days, reprifals were made for 
this fuccefsful feat of Tryon, by the more brill- 
iant enterprife of colonel Meiggs ; who, with 
only one hundred and feventy men, landed on 
the fouthern part of Long Ifland, furprifed 
the enemy lying at Sag Harbour, burnt twelve 
armed veffels, captured the failors, deftroyed 
the forage and ftores on the eaft part of the 
ifland, and returned to Guilford, about ninety 
miles diftance, within thirty hours from the 
time of his departure from thence. He brought 
with him the trophies of his fuccefe, without 
the lofs of a man. As no aftion of importance 
was exhibited for feveral months, thefe fmaller 
depredations and inconfiderable' flcirmiflies, 
ferved only to keep the fpirits in play, and pre- 
ferve the mind from that lethargic ftate, which 
inaftion or want of objeft creates. 

The plan digefted for the fummer campaign, 
among the Britifli officers, was, to gain poffef- 

* It has been acknowledged by fome Britifh hiflorians, 
that their lofs more than counterbalanced the advantages 
gained in this expedition to Danbury. 
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fion of Philadelphia, to command the central 
colonies, and to drive the Americans from all 
their pofts in the province of Canada. Some 
circumftances had taken place that feemed to 
favor thefe defigns. Confident of his fuccefs 
from his fuperior numbers in the field, general 
Howe for a time, exercifed all the artifices of 
an experienced commpnder^to bring general 
Wafhington to a decifive engagement : but, 
from a perfed command of his temper, and a 
judicious arrangement of the few continental 
troops, and the militia he had in aid, the Amer- 
ican chieftain defeated every meafure pracUfed 
to bring him to a general aftion. He placed 
about two thoufand men in Princeton, and with 
the main body of his army, took hb ftand on 
the high and advantageous grounds in the 
neighbourhood, and made all poflible prepara- 
tion for defence. This determined line of con- 
duct in general Wafhington, gave a new turn 
tp Britifli operations. On the nineteenth of 
June, general Howe decamped from Brunfwick, 
and removed to Amboy, with every appear- 
ance of a fpeedy embarkation. His troops as 
ufual committed every outrage on their way, 
and as if inftigated by defpair of becoming maf- 
ters of the country, and envious of the progrefs 
of arts and fciences in America, the colleges 
and public libraries were burnt, all public build* 
ings and places of worfliip fwept away, and 
nothing that had the appearance of diftinguifh- 
ed elegance cfcaped. But the mind and the 
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pen weary of the detail of deftruftion, it is chap.x. 
enough to obferve, that the Britifh army in 
their retreat, left every trait of defolation and 
barbarifm behind them. 

The manoeuvres of the Britifli commander 
led to the belief, and every thing wore the 
ftrongeft appearance, that he was about to take 
a final leave of the Jerfies. The i]lufion fuc- 
ceeded fo far, as to induce general Wafhington 
to fend a body of three thoufand men, com- 
manded by the generals Maxwell, Conway, and 
lord Stirling, with defign to attack the rear of 
their march. General Howe apprifed of this 
movement, haftily returned to the charge. He 
difpatched lord Comwallis on a circuitous 
route, who foon came up with lord Stirling, 
ftrongly pofted in a wood. 

The Americans determined to difpute the 
ground with Cornwallis ; but the ardor of the 
Britifli troops, add the rivalry of the Heffians, 
obliged them foon to quit their advantageous 
poft, and retreat with precipitation. The lofs 
the Americans fuftained was not inconfidera- 
ble ; they fuffered greatly, both from the ex- 
treme heat of the feafon, and the valor of their 
antagonifts. From this and fome other circum- 
ftances, it was for a time generally believed, 
that the late movement of general Howe and 
his army, was but a feint to draw general Waflir 
ington to an a<5tion, rather than from a fixed 
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cuAP.x. defign immediately to evacuate the ftate of 
New Jerfey. Convinced of this, Wafhington 
drew in his lines, and recovered his camp on 
the hills, determined to perfevere in his defen- 
five fyftem, until fome more advantageous op- 
portunity Ihould juftify the hazard of a general 
engagement. 

It would undoubtedly have been highly im- 
prudent for general Howe at this time, to have 
perfifted in pulhing his way to the Delaware, 
through a country difgufted and alienated by 
the barbarity of his troops. Moft of the inhab- 
itants of this ftate were now armed for defence. 
Inflamed by refentment from the fufFerings of 
the laft year, impelled by neceflity from the 
impediments in the way of all private occupa- 
tions, and fired by a love of glory, they were 
now ardent for aftion, in proportion as they 
had been heretofore remifs ; and came to the 
field prepared to conquer or die in defence of 
their country. At the fame time, general 
Wafliington was daily gaining ftrength by the 
arrival of frefli troops, from various other 
quarters. 

The Britifli commander accordingly thought 
proper about mid-fummer, to decanip in ear- 
neft. He drew off his whole force as privately 
as poffible to New York ; thence embarjced, 
and failed from Sandy Hook the twenty-third 
of July. The deftination of the fleet and army 
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Avas kept fo profoundly fecret, that for fome ckap. i 
time after their embarkation, every capital on 
the continent was apprehenfive that they 
fhould be the objeft of the next vifit from a po- 
tent armament, that feemed at a lofs where to 
direft their operations. This expectation occa- 
fioned a general anxiety until the latter part of 
Auguft, when the fleet appeared in the Chefa- 
peak, and the army foon after landed at the 
head of the river Elk. On his arrival there, 
general Howe immediately publifhed a procla- 
mation, in which he aflured the inhabitants ev- 
ery where of fafety and proteftion, provided 
they were not found in arms, and promifed 
pardon to all officers and foldiers who fhould 
furrender to the royal army. 

Indeed his difpofition to clemency appeared 
fo confpicous on his firft arrival, that it prevent- 
ed the entire depopulation of the adjacent parts 
of Maryland, Pennfylvania, and the lower 
counties of Delaware ; the inhabitants of 
which, on the firft appearance of fo formidable 
a foe in their neighbourhood, were ftruck 
with confternation, and on the point of aban- 
doning their habitations. 

It was now obvious, that the poffeffion of the 
city of Philadelphia was the ftake for which 
both armies played. General Waihington had 
moved with the greateft part of his troops for 
the defence of that elegant city, and had by de^ 
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tached parties, embarraffed the march of the 
Britifh army from the river Elk to the Bran- 
dywine. In the neighbourhood of the laft the 
two armies met, and on the eleventh of Sep- 
tember came to a general engagement. The 
battle was fought with bravery, and fuftained 
with fpirit on both fides ; but the fortune of 
the day declared againft the Americans, yet not 
fo decidedly as the fanguine expeftations of 
their antagonifts had led them to hope from 
fuch an event. But it gave them an aftonilh- 
ing advantage in the minds of the people 
through all the diftrift of Pennfylvania ; and 
enabled general Howe with more facility to 
complete his enterprife. Many officers of high 
rank on both fides, fuffered much in the fpirit- 
ed action at the Brandywine. A few days af- 
ter this affair, general Wayne, who had con- 
cealed himfelf in a wood, with fifteen hundred 
men, in order to harafs the rear of the Britilh^ 
was difcovered and attacked by brigadier gem 
eral Grey, who had given orders that no alarm 
fhould be made by the ufe of fire-arms. He 
made the onfet about one o'clock in the morn* 
ing ; and by the more cruel exercife of the 
bayonet, feveral hundred Americans were kill- 
ed and wounded : the remainder with difficulty 
efcaped by flight. 

Among others who fuffered in the battle of 
3randywine, the marquis de la Fayette, a young 
nobleman of France, was dangeroufly wound- 
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ed. Warmed by an enthufiaftic love of liberty^ chap. x. 
and animated by a laudable ambition, this amia- ^~ZZ^ 
ble young gentleman had left the court of 
France without leave of the king : and quitting 
the pleafures of domeftic felicity, he embarked 
at his own expenfe, and engaged in the fervice 
of the United States at an early period of the 
war, when the affairs of America wore the 
darkeft afpeft. His^ zeal and his heroifm to 
the conclufion of the conteft, placed the well- 
earned laurel on his brow, and procured him 
the love, refpeft, and beft wifhes of the people 
throughout America. Indeed all the French 
officers in the continental army, among whom 
were many of high confideration, acquitted 
themfelves with diftinguilhed gallantry on this 
and many other occafions, where the courage 
of the foldier, and the humanity of the officer, 
were called into exercife. 

General Wafliington obliged to retreat in 
diforder, and clofely purfued after the aftion, 
retired to Chefter. He foon after with his ar- 
my reached Philadelphia ; but the Britifli com- 
manders direfted their operations with fo much 
judgment and fuccefs, that before the twenty, 
fixth of September, Wafliington thought 
proper to evacuate the city. Lord Cornwallis 
with the Britifli grenadiers, and two battalions 
of Heffians, on that day made a triumphal en- 
try, and took poffeffion of the capital of the 
United States. 
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; The era was truly critical. Congrels again 
found it neceffary,afecond time to defert the city, 
and now repaired to York-Town for iafety. Dif- 
fenfions ran high among the inhabitants of Phila- 
delphia. Some of the moft opulent families were 
dilkffefted, and renounced all adherence to the 
union : and feveral perfons of different defcrip- 
tions, emboldened by the abfence of congrefs, 
and the fuccefs of the Britifh arms, took this 
opportunity to declare in favor of the royal 
caufe. One of principal confideration among 
them, went out, and conduced the king's 
troops into the city. Others declared them- 
felves zealoufly attached to the meafures of ad- 
miniftration, and equally difgufted with the 
oppofition of the colonies. Among thefe was 
Jofeph Galloway, a member of congrefs, and 
fpesJccr of the houfe of reprefentatives in Penn- 
fylvania. He foon after repaired to England ; 
where he indefatigably exerted his abilities and 
his influence againft his native country, on all 
occafions. 

Befides thofe individual apoftates, the quaker 
intereft had long embarraffed every public 
mcafure in that colony. They were a large 
and powerful body in the ftate^ of Pennfylva- 
nia *, and, notwithftanding their pacific princi- 
ples, though not actually in arms, they at this 
time took a decided part againft the American 
caufe. Their previous condud had drawn up- 
^on themfelves many feverities. Several of the 
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principal leaders had been imprifoned, and oth- crap. % , 
ers fent out of the city of" Philadelphia, on the 
approach of the Britifh army. Yet ftill they 
refiifed the fmalleft fubmiflion to the prefent 
government, and appealed to the laws, by 
which they claimed perfonal fafety. But whe- 
ther from a confideration of the neceffity of a 
temporary fufpenfion of law, in times of pub- 
Kc and imminent danger, or whether from the 
fanguine refolutions which operate on all par- 
ties, when their faVorite fyftem totters on the 
brink of ruin, little regard was paid even to 
the legal claims of this body of citizens. Seve- 
ral perfons of the firft diftinftion and charader 
among them, notwithftanding their juft and 
fenfible remonftrantes, were fent oflf to Virgin- 
ia, to prevent the influence they might have 
through a ftate, then the principal feat* of war. 

From thefe political difleniions, the partial 
defeats, the lofs of Philadelphia, the flownefs 
of recruits for permanent fervice, the difficulty 
of obtaining fupplies for the army frop various 
caufes, and particularly from the monopolizing 
and avaricious fpirit that was faft gaining 
ground in America, and from delay^ " the be- 
" trayer of all confederations," a lowering af- 
peft was caft over the operations of America 
on every fide. On the contrary, the Britifli 
government, the army, and their adherents, 
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CHAP. X. had much reafon to flatter themfelves with an 
idea of the fpeedy completion of their defigns 
againft the United States. They were now in 
pofleflion of the firft city in the union ; general 
Clinton was in force at New York ; general 
Vaughan on the North River, with troops fuf- 
ificient to fweep away the inhabitants on both 
fides, and to keep the adjacent country in awe. 
A large detachment of the Britifh army ftill 
held the pofleflion of Newport : colonel LoC- 
bourg with a Hefllan brigade in conjundHon 
with them, was piratically plundering the neigh- 
bouring coafts, and burning the fcattered villa- 
ges of the ftate of Rhode Ifland. 

It is proper here to obferve, that foon after 
the Britifli troops had taken pofleflion of 
Rhode liland, fome animofities had arifen be- 
tween general Howe and lord Percy, who com- 
manded there. This was occafioned by a re- 
quilition from fir William Howe to his lord- 
fliip, to fend him on fifteen hundred men for 
the better defence of New York, and to aid his 
opcratioiH in that quarter. 

Lord Percy declined a compliance with this 
order, alleging as a reafon for this refufal, that 
the Americans were rapidly coUefting and 
fi:rengtliening themfelves in the town of Provi- 
dence ; that the number of . troops already 
there, gave them reafon to be apprehenfive for 
the laiety of Newport. General Howe refent- 
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ed the refufal ; threatened earl Percy with a chap. x. 
trial for difobedience of orders, and reprimand- 
ed him in language which the earl thought de- 
rogatory to an officer of his rank, character, 
and confequence. On this ufage, which lord 
Percy confidered very affrontive, he immedi- 
ately wrote to his father the duke of Northum- 
berland, rcquefting him, without delay, to ob- 
tain his recal from the American fervice. Soon 
after this he embarked for England, having re- 
figned his command to general Prefcott, 

His advance to the chief command of the 
troops on Rhode Ifland, was not long enjoyed 
by general Prefcott, before a circumftance took 
place whilh was fufliciently mortifying to him- 
felf and the Britilh. In the beginning of July, 
one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-feven, 
colonel Barton, a provincial officer, and feveral 
others, accompanied by only thirty-eight men, 
embarked in feveral boat? from Warwick Neck, 
eluding the vigilance of the Britifh ihips and 
guard-boats, he and his party paffed them in 
the dark, and landed on Rhode Ifland about 
twelve o^clock at night. 

Colonel Barton had received fome intelli- 
gence, of the infecure fituation in which the 
Britifh commander frequently lodged, on the 
ifland. On this information, he formed the 
bold defign of furprifmg and feizing him : this 
he effeded with a facility beyond his cm^n moft 
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fanguine expeftations. Having firft fecured the 
centinel at the door, he furprifed general Pref- 
cott in his bed. One of his aids leaped from 
a window in hopes of efcape, but was prevent- 
ed. Their defign accomplifhed, the little party 
haftened to their boats with all poflible expedi- 
tion. Signals were made for an alaim on 
fhore ; but it was too late*: Barton and his 
party were out of danger. When they reach* 
ed the fpot from whence they had fet out on 
this adventure, a chariot was prepared for the 
reception of general Prefcott, in which he was 
efcorted fafely from Warwick to Providence. 

Colonel Barton received great applaufe from 
his coimtrymen, for his fpirited and well-exe* 
cuted enterprife. It was not indeed an obje^ 
of much magnitude ; but the previous circum-* 
ftances of general Prefcott*s conduft had been 
fuch, as to render his capture a fubjed of much 
exultation to the Americans. He had, while 
in command at Newport, infulted and abufed 
the inhabitants, ridiculed the American officers, 
and fet a price upon fome of their heads, par^* 
ticularly on that of general Arnold, which Ar- 
nOld retaliated with the advertifement of a 
fmall price for ^e head of general Prefcott. 

The fimilarity of circumflances that attend- 
ed the capture of the generals Prefcott and Lee, 
• and their rank in the armies to which they re- 
fpcciively belonged, rendered it highly proper 
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that an exchange fliould have ta]^en place ii»r chap.x. 
mediately. It was however for a time delay- ^^^^ 
ed ; but finally, general Lee obtained his liber- 
ty in confequence of this bufinefs. 

The difcouraging drciunftances above rela- 
ted with regard to the arrangenients, military 
polls, and operations of the Britifli, from New* 
port to New York, and from New York to 
Philadelphia, gave very promifing profpefts of 
fuccefs to the Britifli in that part of America. 
At the fame time general Burgoyne, with th^ 
flower of the Britifli army, the Canadian pro- 
vincials, and hordes of favages that poured 
down from beyond the lakes, was making ad- 
vances, and in the language of bombaft and 
felf-confidence, threatened deftrudion and ven- 
geance to any who fliould have hardihoo4 
enough, to endeavour to flop his progrefs, or 
to oppofe the authority under which he a6led. 

But notwithftanding the general wayward 
appearance of the affairs of the United States, 
the legiflatures as we fliall fee, loft not their 
magnanimity, the people their ardor, nor the 
army their valor. Not diflieartened by the 
circumftances of the late aftion at the Brandy- 
wine, or the lofs of Philadelphia, general Wafli- 
ington with his brave troops, in numbers com- 
paratively inconfiderable, kept the Britifli army 
in play, untP the fetting in of winter. Within 
a few days after the furrender of Philadelphia, 
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the Americans attacked the royal camp at Ger- 
mantown, fituated about fix miles from the 
city, where the main body of the Britifti army 
had taken their ftand. 

This was a very unexpefted manoeuvre. 
The attempt was bold, and the defence brave. 
The Americans for a time, feemed to have 
greatly the advantage ; but the enterprife final- 
ly failed. They were obliged to retreat in 
great confufion, after the heavy lofs of many- 
officers and men. The difappointment of the 
Americans, was in confequence of the addreis 
and ability of colonel Mufgrove, who judidouf- 
ly ftood on the defenfive, and checked the pro- 
grefs of the continental troops, until general 
Grey and brigadier general Agnew, with a large 
detachment, came to Kis relief. A warm, but 
fliort adion enfued : when the Americans were 
totally routed, and driven out of the field of 
adion« 

General Lee, who had not the higheft opin- 
ion of general Wafliington's military abilities, 
Obferved on this occafion, " that by a fingle 
" ftroke of the bathos^ the partial viftory at Ger- 
" mantown was corrupted into a defeat."* 
This was however, too fevere a cenfure. 
A number of circumftances co-operated to blaft 
the hopes of the Americans, after the early 

♦ General Lee's letters. 
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promife of fuccefs. The Britons themfelves chap.x. 
have given teftimony to the bravery and good 
conduft of Wafhington and his army on this 
occafion. One of their writers has attefted, 
" in this aftion the Americans acted upon the 
"offenfive; and though repulfed with lofs, 
"fliewed themfelves a formidable adverfary, 
** capable of charging with refolution, and re- 
** treating with order. The hope therefore en- 
" tertained from the effeft of any fair aftion 
" with them, as decifive, and likely to put a 
** fpeedy termination to the war, was exceed- 
" ingly abated.'' 

The higheft expeftation had been formed on 
the reduftion of Philadelphia, both by the fo- 
reign and internal foes of America. Though 
both armies were fired with equal ardor, and 
on all occafions were equally ready for aftion, 
yet the repeated Ikirmiflies for feveral weeks 
in the neighbourhood of the city, were not pro- 
ductive of any very important confequences, 
except the lofs of many brave men, and feveral 
officers of great merit. None of thefe were 
more diftinguiflied and lamented, than general 
Nafh on the American fide, and brigadier gen- 
eral Agnew and colonel Bird of the Britifli line, 
who loft their lives in the battle of German- 
town. 

It was very important to the Britilh com- 
mander after the above tranfadtions, to open a 
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free paffage tx) Philadelphia by the Delaware, in 
6rdeT to obtain fupplies of provifions by water 
for their army. This was impeded by the 
American fliipping, and by feveral ftrong pofe 
held by the Americans on the river ; the prin- 
cipal of which was Red Bank. Here they had 
an opportunity of retrieving the recent difgrace 
of their arms at Germantown. *l"he Heffians 
under the command of colonel Donop, had the 
principal hand in this bufinefs. He croffed the 
Delaware with fifteen hundred men, at Coo- 
per's ferry oppofite Philadelphia, and marched 
to attack the redoubts at Red Bank. 

A cannonade was opened : the camp was at- 
tacked with fpirit, and defended with equal 
gallantry by colonel Greene of Rhode Ifland ; 
who replied to the fummons of count Donop 
to furrender, " that he fhould defenjd the place 
" to the laft extremity."' On this, the Heffians 
attempted to ftorm the redoubts ; but the af- 
failants were obliged to retreat in their turn. 
One Heflian brigade was nearly cut to piece* 
in the adion, and count Donop mortally 
wounded and taken prifoner, as were feveral 
other officers of confideration. The remainder 
retreated with great precipitation through the 
night, leaving one. half of their party dead, 
wounded, or prifoners to the Americans ; croff- 
ed the river the next morning ; and in this 
mortified fituation, the remnant who efcaped 
entered Philadelphia. This important pafs wa^ 
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a key to the other pofts on the river ; and for 
its brave defence the officers and foldiers were 
juftly applauded, and colonel Greene compli- 
mented by congreis, with a prefent of an ele- 
gant fword. 

After the aftion at Red Bank, the vigilance 
and caution of .general Wafliington could not 
be overcome by the. valor and advantages of his 
foes, fo far as to induce him to hazard any ac- 
tion of confequence.* The defign of opening 
the Delaware, was now the principal objedl 
with the Britiih commander. Iliis was eflfeft- 
ed without much difficulty, after the reduftion 
of Mud Ifland. From this ftrong poft, the 
Americans were obliged to retreat, after a very 
manly refiftance. They did not evacuate their 
works until reduced to defpair, by fome Brit- 
ifli fliips advantageoully playing upon them. 
From the very fuperior advantages of their en- 
emies in many refpefts, they were induced to 
fet fire to every thing within reach ; and after 



♦ For this general Wafkington was very feverely cenfu- 
red by fome ; and even the legiilature of the flate of 
Pennfylvania remonftrated to congrefs, and exprefTed 
their uneatinefs, that the American commander (hould 
leave the capital in poflefljon of the enemy, and retire to 
winter-quarters. But his litde army deftitute of every 
neceflary, without the pofEbility of a fupply at that feafon, 
was a fufHcient apology. 

VOL. I. 8....A 



Digitized by 



(Joogle 



386 THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF 

CHAP.X. 



1777. 



great fltughter they abandoned a place^ which 
had ahready coft them too much in its de- 
fence.* 

In the ftniggle to c^en the Delaware, the 
Augufta and the Merlin on the part of Britain, 
were loft ; but the loffes of the Americans 
were far beyond thofe of the Britifii. The 
Delaware frigate and fome others were captu- 
red, and feveral fhips burnt by themfelves, to 
prev^ent their falling into the hands erf their en- 
emies. 

Nothing more decided than the above tranf- 
aftions took place this feafon. The Delaware 
river thus cleared, and eligible winter-quarters 
fecured for the king's troops, and the cold fea- 
fon faft advancing, general Howe gave up the 
purfuit of the cautious and wary Waftingt<m. 
He found it iropoffible with all his rfforts to 
bring him to another general aftion, while his 
own judgment, and that of the moft judicious 
of his officers, forbade it, and common prudence 
didated the probable difadvantages of fuch a 
movement. His numbers were too imall, and 



* The writer of this work does not aim at a particular 
defcription or detail of all the engagements, battles, and 
rencounters, between the two contending armies. A gen- 
eral iketch of the moft material military movements, 
completes her deCign ; the primary obje^ of which, is not 
a dry narrative of military havoc. 
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the wants of the army too many, to hazard chap.x. 
any thing. The moft guarded and prudent de« 
fence was the only line of condud left to the 
American commander. 

Thefe circumftances induced general Howe, 
about the middle of December, to draw the 
main body of his army into the city of Phila- 
delphia. They were indeed unable longer to 
keep the field, being very deftitute of tents and 
other epuipage neceffary for the army in a cold 
climate, at this inclement feafon. 

Thus after the proud vaunts of vidory and 
conqueft, and the lofs of many gallant officers 
and brave men, the Britifh commander had lit- 
tle to boaft at the conclufion of the campaigxi, 
but the poffeffion of a city abandoned by the beft 
of its inhabitants, and the command of the ad- 
jacent country, circumfcribed within die nar- 
row limits of twenty miles. This was but a 
fmall conipenfation for the wafte of life and 
treafure. It was a gloomy picture of the ter- 
mination of a campaign, for fir William Howe 
to convey to his mafter and to his countrymen, 
after the exultation for fome partial fucceflTes 
had flattered them with the higheft hopes of 
fpeedy and complete viftory. Yet, notwith- 
ftanding thefe vauntings over a people, among 
whom there did not yet appear a probability of 
complete fubjugation by the fword, nor the 
fmalleft traces of a difpofition among the peo- 
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pie of America, to yield obedience to the laws 
and requifitions, which the government of 
Great Britain were attempting thus to enforce 
at the point of the bayonet. 

After fir William Howe had retired and ta. 
ken winter-quarters in the city, a novel fcene, 
confidering the weaknefs of the continental ar- 
my, was exhibited without. To the furprife 
and wonder of their foes, and to the admira- 
tion of all mankind acquainted with the dr- 
cumftances, the Americans, nearly defHtute of 
tents, poorly fupplied with provifions, almoft 
without flioes, ftockings, blankets, or other 
clothing, cheerfully erefted themfelves huts of 
timber and brufli, and encamped for the win- 
ter, at a place called Valley-Forge, within twen- 
ty.five miles of the city of Philadelphia. Thus 
in the neighbourhood of a powerful Britiih ar- 
my, fearlels of its numbers and ftrength, a 
ilriking proof of their intrepidity in fuflfering, * 
and their defiance of danger, was exhibited 
by a kind of challenge bidden to their enemies, 
not very ufual in fimilar fituations. The com- 
mander in chief, and feveral of the principal of- 
ficers of the American army, in defiance of dan- 
ger, either to themfelves or to fuch tender con- 
nexions, fertt for their ladies from the different 
ftates to which they belonged, to pafs the re- 
mainder of the winter, and by their prefence 
to enliven the gloomy appearance of a hutted 
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village in the woods, inhabited only by an hun- cha?. x. 
gry and half-naked foldiery.* "TttT^ 

The refolution and patience of this little ar- 
my furmounted every difficulty. They wjuted 
long, amidft penury, hunger, and cold, for the 
neceffary fupplies, which in fpite of the utmoft 
exertions of the feveral ftates, came in but too 
flowly. Such was the deficiency of horfes and 
waggons, for the ordinary as well as extraordi- 
nary occafions of the army, that the men in 
many inftances, cheerfully yoked themfelves to 
little carriages of their own conftruftion : oth- 
ers loaded the wood and provifions on their 
backs for prefent fupply, in their extreme ne*. 
ceffity. General Wafliington informed a com- 
mittee fent from congrefe to inquire into the 
ftate of the army, that fome brigades had been 
fome days without meat, and that the common 
foldiers had frequently been at his quarters, to 
*make known their diftreffes. Unprovided 
with materials to raife their cold lodgment 
from the ground, the dampnefs of the fitua- 
tion, and the wet earth on which they lay, oc- 
cafioned ficknefs and mortality to rage among 
them to an aftonifliing degree : — " Indeed, 
" nothing could furpafs their fuffering, except 

♦ Nothing but the hieiperience of the American ladies, 
and their confidence in the judgment of their husbands, 
could juftify this hazard to their perfons, an J to their feel- 
ings of delicacy. 
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" the patience and fortitude with which it was 
"endured by the faithful part of the army. 
"Thofe of a different charader deferted in 
" great numbers."* 

In this weak and dangerous iituation, the 
American army continued encamped at Valley- 
Forge, from December till May; while the 
Britifh troops in high health and fpirits, lay in 
Philadelphia, without once attempting to mo- 
left them. For this want of vigor and enter- 
prife, general Howe was feverely and juftly cen- 
fured in Britain, blamed by thofe inter efted in 
his fuccefe in America, and ridiculed by the im- 
partial obferver in every quarter. By his neg- 
Ugence this winter, he again undoubtedly loft 
the faireft opportunity of executing the deiigns 
of his maftery and acquiring to himfelf much 
military fame. But by wafting his time in ef- 
feminate and reprehenfible pleafures, he funk 
his charader as an officer ; and few fcrupled to 
affert, that the man of honor and valor was loft 
for a time, in the arms of a handfome adulterels« 
Many of his officers followed his example, and 
abandoned themfelves to idlenefs and debauch- 
ery ; while the foldiers were left to indulge 
their own licentious habits. 

At this period, though not attacked by a fo- 
reign foe, the fituation of the American com- 
mander in chief was really not very enviable. 

* See a letter from the committee fent from congrefs, 
to Mr. I*aurens the prefident. 
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It required the utmoft prudence and addreis, chap- x. 
to keep together the appearance of an army, 
under the complicated miferies they muft feel, 
in the depth of winter, hungry and barefooted, 
whofe fatiguing, circuitous marches over the 
fhowy path, had been marked by their bleed- 
ing feet, before they, in fuch a deftitute pre- 
dicament, pitched their tents in the valley. 
The dilatory fpirit of fome, and the peculating 
difpofitions of other officers in the various pub- 
lic departments, increafed every difficulty with 
regard to clothing and fubfiftence. TTie de- 
plorable ftate of the fick, the corrupt condud 
in fome of the hofpitals, the want of difcipline 
among the foldiers, the inexperience of officers, 
the flownefs of recruits, and the diminution of 
the did army from various caufes, were cir- 
cumftances difcouraging indeed; and might 
have been confidered, if not a balance, at leaft 
a weight in the fcale, againft the advantages 
and the pride oif hi^h ftation. Yet thefe were 
not all the embarraffinents which the com- 
mander in chief had to encounter ; — general 
Wafhington had his perfbnal enemies to com- 
bat : nor was he without his rivals for power 
and fame.* 

* Both th^ conduct and letters of general Lee, had in 
feveral in(lanc«s confirmed the opinion, that he was am- 
bitious of obtaining the chief command of the army of the 
United States ; and doubtlefs he had a party thati for a 
fhoit time flattered thefe expe<ftations. At this time in- 
deed he was a prifoner, but his correfpondencies were ex- 
tcnfive. 
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GHA?. z. In all communities there are fome refileij 

^^^ mindsy who create jealoufies and foment divi- 
fionS) thkt often injure the beft caufe, and the 
moft unimpeachable charafter : and it may be 
obferved, that there is ever a fpirit of intrigue 
and circumvention, that runs parallel with the 
paflions of men. Thus the fortune of w^ar is 
frequently changed by dangerous emulations, 
and the beft fyftems of focial and political hap- 
pinefs overthrown, by the envy and refentment 
of little minds, or the boundlefe ambition of 
more exalted fouls. Nor was it many years^ 
before America difcovered flie had in her bo- 
fom, her Caefars and her Catilines, as well as 
her Brutuses and her Catos. 

Many perfons were difgufted with the diAato^ 
rial powers vefted in general Wafhington, af- 
ter the aftion at Trenton, which they alleged 
were at his own requeft. Thefe were ample 
indeed. He was empowered by congrefi 
** to reform and new model the military ar- 
** rangements, in fuch manner as he judged 
" beft for the public fervice.*' He was alfo 
vefted with feveral other difcretionary powers.* 
Congrefs had indeed limited his power to fix 
months ; but exigencies of the higheft necef- 
fity, had urged him fometimes to exercife it 
in a manner too arbitrary for the principles 
and difpofitions of Americans, unufed to the 

* See refolves of congrefs. 
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impreffment of their property for the ufe of chap. x. 

armies. • 

1777. 

In this ftate of affairs, the commander was 
attacked by anonymous letters, fiftitious figna- 
tures, and incendiary fuggeftions : he was cen- 
fured for his cool operations, defenfive move- 
ments, and Fabian flownefs. Difadvantageous 
impreflions were made on the minds of fome, 
and others were led to believe, that general 
Wafliington was not without his weakneffes 
and his foibles. It was obferved by one of 
his principal officers :* — " That decifion is 
** often wanting in minds otherways valua- 
" ble : — ^That an indecifive mind in a com- 
*^ mander, is one of the greateft misfortunes 
" that could befal an army : — ^That he had often 
*' lamented this circumflance through the cam- 
** paign : — ^That they were in a very awful fitu- 
" ation, in an alarming ftate, that required the 
*^ utmoft wifdom and firmnefs of mind.*' 

A wifli at this time undoubtedly prevailed, 
among fome diftinguilhed charafters,t for a fu- 

♦ See a letter from general Reed to general Lee, after- 
wards publiihed. 

f Samuel Adams of Bofton, general Mifflin, and feve- 
., ral other charadlers of diftiniflion, were fufpedted of un- . 
friendly deiigns towards the commander in chief. But 

VOL. !• 3,...B 



Digitized by 



Google 



S94 THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF 



1777. 



pcrcedence of his command : but Wafliington, 
cool, cautious, and more popular than any man, 
his good genius was ever at hand to preferve 
his charafter invuhierable : yet, feveral drcum* 
ftances confirmed the opinion, that even fome 
members of congrefs at this period, were in- 
triguing for his removal. It might indeed at 
this time, have had a fatal effe<% on American 
aSairs, had general Wafhington fallen beneath 

there never were fufEcient grounds to fuppofe^ that Mr. 
Adams ever harbored any difaffedion to the perfon of 
gtneral Wafhington : on the contrary, he refpeded and 
efteemed his chara^er, and loved the man. But zealous 
and ardent in the defence of his injured country, he was 
(lartled at every thing that appeared to retard the opera- 
tions of war, or impede the fuccefs of the revolution ; a 
revolution for which pofterity is as much indebted to the 
talents and eienions of Mr. Adams, as to thofe of any 
6ne in the United States. 

General Mifflin was a young gentleman of a warm and 
fanguine difpofition. A^ive and zealous, he engaged 
early in oppofition to the meafures of the Britifh parlia? 
ment. He took arms, and was among the firft officers 
commiflioned, on the organization of a continental army. 
For this he was read out of the fociety of quakers, to 
which himfelf and his family had belonged. But Mr. 
Mifflin's principles led him to confider himielf under a 
moral obligation, to a^ft ofFenfively as well as defenfively, 
and vigoroufly to oppofe the enemies of his country ; and 
from his chara<5ler and principles, he undoubtedly wifhed 
to fee a commander in chief of the united armies, who 
would admit of no delay in the acceleration of tlie objed 
in which they were engaged. 
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a popular difguft, or the intrigues of his en- chap.x. 

1777. 

Terhaps few other men could have kept 
together the Ihadow of an army, under 
fuch a combination of difficulties as the 
young republic had to encounter, both in 
the field and the cabinet. Many men of a 
more adive and enterprifing fpirit, might 
have put a period to the war in a Ihorter fpace 
of time ; yet perhaps not ultimately fo much in 
favor of America, as the flow, defenfive move- 
ments of the officer then vetted with the chief 
command. 

This line of conduft was thought by fome, 
to be not fo much owing to his fuperior faga- 
city and penetration, as to a conftitutional want 
of ardency, at times when energy appeared 
moft neceflary to many perfons, A predileftion 
in favor of a connexion with Britain, feemed 
united with this difpofition. It had appeared 
clearly by many circumftances in converfatioA 
with his confidential friends, that he was not 
in the beginning of oppofition, fond of a final 
feparation from the parent ftate ; and that he 
wiftied to move defenfively, until fome events 
might take place, that would bring back, and 
with honor and dignity re-unite, the revolted 
colonies to tlie bofom of their ancient parent.* 

* In the early period of the war, many very worthy 
charaders oppofed to the Britilh fyftem, befides generJ 
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But the public opinion always in his favor, 
with a happy talent to fecure the confidence of 
the people, he commanded in a remarkable 
manner, their aflFeftions, their refources, and 
their attachment, to the end of the war ; and 
had the good fortune to parry every charge 
brought againft him, with the firmnefs of the 
foldier, though not without the fenfibility of 
the man who found his reputation at flake. 
He complained heavily to his private friends, yet 
took no public notice of the vague imputations of 
flander, that fell from the pen of a French offi- 
cer of difUnftion, under the fignature of De 
LiQe. 

Thefe letters were fraught with the mofl fe- 
vere flriftures on the general*s military charac- 
ter and abilities. Some other letters in the 
fame flyle and manner, without a name, were 
direfted to gentlemen of charafter and confid- 
eration in feveral of the ftates. Some addrefTed 
to Patrick Henry, the governor of the flate of 
Virginia, he immediately tranfmitted to con- 
grefs, and to the general himfelf. However 
boldly fome of the charges were urged, they 

Wafhington, wifhed for a reconciliation with Great Brit- 
ain, if it could be procured confiftently with honor, and 
with fufficient pledges of fecurity to the juft claims of the 
colonies, rather than an irrevocable feparation. But 
time convinced all, that nothing but independence, and a 
total difmemberment, could fecure the liberties of the 
United Sutes. 
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made little impreflion on the public mind : the cbap. x. 
tranfient tale of the day paffed as the pathlefs 
arrow, without leaving a trace behind. Hia 
enemies flirunk from the charge ; and general 
Waihington, by the current of applaufe that al- 
ways fet in his favor, became more 1:han ever 
the idol of the army and the people. 

General Conway, the reputed author of the 
letters figned De Lifle, was a gentleman of great 
military talents and experience, with an ambi- 
tion equal to his abilities. He had left France 
with high expeftations of rank in the fervice 
of the United States. Not fatisfied with the 
appointment of infpeftor general of the Amer- 
ican army, his pride wounded, and difappoint- 
ed that he did not fujftain a higher grade in of- 
fice, which he had been led to flatter himfelf 
with before he left his country, and difgufted 
by the fufpicions that fell upon him after the 
publication of De Lifle's letters, he refigned his 
commiffion, and returned to Europe. 

Conway was not the only officer of his coun- 
try, that fuffered fimilar mortifications. The 
credulity of men of talents, family, and merit, 
had been impofed on by the indifcretion of 
one* of the American agents, and their imagi- 
nations fired by ideas of ra?jk and preferment 
in America, to which no foreigner was entitled. 

♦ Silas Deane, the firft agent fent by congrefs to France. 
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Thus, chagrined from the fame caufe, it was 
thought the valiant Coudray, an officer of ^ dif- 
tinguiihed name and merit, who was a briga- 
dier general and chief engineer in the French 
fervice, leaped voluntarily to his watery grave. 
His death indeed, was attributed to the fleet- 
ne(s of his horfe, which it was faid he could 
not command. Having occafion to crofe the 
Schuylkill, in company with fome other offi- 
cers, he entered a boat on horfeback. The ca- 
reer was fwift ; the cataftrophe fatal : he leap- 
ed in on one fide of the boat, and with equal 
celerity, out on the other. Thus both horfe 
and rider were irretrievably loft. Coudray was 
beloved and lamented by all who knew him : 
and the lofs of Conway was regretted by many 
who efteemed him for his literary abilities, and 
his military talents. 

The important office of infpeftor general re- 
linquifhed from neceffity by general Conway, 
was immediately conferred on the baron de 
Steuben, an officer with the beft credentials, 
who had recently arrived from Germany. The 
effentialfervices of this celebrated difciplinarian, 
were in a very fliort time felt throughout the 
army. New regulations took place, and new 
^irrangements were made in the hofpitals, in the 
commiflary's, the quarter-mafter^s, and other 
departments, which had been fliamefully abu- 
fed, not from a want of capacity or integrity 
in the preceding infpeftors, but from the igno- 
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ranee, inexperience, or peculation of many of chap. x. 
the fubordinate officers. From the date of the 
baron^s advancement, a more thorough knowl- 
edge of iadics was acquired by the officers ; 
more fyftem, difcipline, and order appeared in 
the army ; more equitable and permanent reg- 
ulations, and a ftrifter adherence to the rules 
and laws of war, took place, than had been ob- 
ferved at any period before. The merits of this 
officer, univerfally acknowledged, were after- 
wards generoufly rewarded by the congrefs of 
the United States. 

It may not however be improper to obferve, 
before we pafs on to the fubfequent circum- 
ftances of the war, that though the baron de 
Steuben had been promoted to the rank of in- 
fpeftor general, by the approbation of congrefe 
and the army, yet general Conway had a coHp 
fiderable party attached to him, among the 
military officers. Many perfons thought that 
his diimiilal from office, and permiffion to re* 
turn to France, under the degradation of char- 
ader which fell upon him, without any fpeci- 
fied charges of delinquency in office, or any 
folid proofs that he really had been the author 
of the anonymous reproaches thrown on the 
character of general Wafhington, was at once 
affrontive both to himfelf and his nation. 
Thefe ideas are more clearly exhibited in a 
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{ketch of the life of Conway, by another 
hand.* 

We fhall only further obferve, that the 
French nation was not difpofed to refent indi- 
vidual flights, or even public neglefts, at this 
interefUng period : a nation who viewed the 
refiftance of the American colonies to the over- 
bearing power of Britain, on a broad fcale. 
They confidered their oppofition, if fuccefsfiil, 
as at once redounding to their own intereft, 
and to the promotion of the liberties of man- 
kind in general. 

It had for many years been a primary object 
with the houfe of Bourbon, to humble the 
pride and power of Britain. No contingencies 
that had arifen among the nations for near a 
century, appeared fo likely to produce this efr 
feft, as an alienation from, and a total lofs of 
their colonics. This confideration heightened 
the natural ardor, and quickened the conftitu- 
tional energies of every Frenchman, to lend his 
hand to the work. Their charafteriftic impet- 
uofity always appeared confpicuous in politics 
and war, as well as in the intrigues of love and 
gallantry. They were ever reftlefs under any 
appearance of flownefs that might retard the ' 
execution of their objeft : but the critical fit- 

♦ See Appendix, Note No. XX. 
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43ation of the American army at this period, chap.x. 
rendered an attempt to leflen the influence and 
the chamber of the commander in chief, dan- 
gerous and inexcufable. 

Notwithftanding the freedom of opinion, 
ind the licenfe of the prefs, which fliould nev- 
er be too much reftrained in a free country, 
there are times and circumftances which re- 
quire iilence j and however difpofed any one 
might be tp cenfure the condud of general 
Waihington, either for the want of enterprife, 
alacrity, or military IkiU, yet perhaps no man 
in the United States, under the preffure of fo 
many difficulties, would have conduced with 
more difcretion and judgment. 

If there was any error in the difmiflal of gen- 
eral Conway, it might be in not obferving a 
due degree of delicacy, or furniihing any tefti- 
monials of his having acquitted himfelf well in 
his military capacity, a point on which all in 
that line are very tenacious. The difplacing 
t)f a fingle officer of any rank, is not fufficiently 
important to dwell upon long ; and the apolo- 
gy for having done it at all, muft be the dan- 
ger at this time, of difgufting a foreign corps 
belonging to a court whofe affiftance was necef- 
fary, and whofe aid had been courted, though 
their faith was not yet abfolutely pledged to 
promote the emancipation of tht Ilnited States. 

VOL. I. S.»..c 
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France however, was looking with too eager 
and fteady an eye, on the operations and fuc- 
cefs of the refiftance of the colonies, to the 
meafures and mandates of the crown and par- 
liament of England, to be moved by any par- 
tial confiderations, from the line of political 
conduft which they had adopted. This was to 
embrace the firft favorable opportunity, when 
contingent circumftances might promife fuc- 
cefs, to fupport the daim of independence, and 
render the breach complete and durable, be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain ; 
and thereby deprive that rival nation of the 
immenfe advantages they had already reaped, 
and might again recover by a revival and con- 
tinuance of the connexion. 

That part of the American army immediate- 
ly under the command of general Wafliington, 
muft now be left encamped at Valley-Forge for 
the winter. Their fituation impels the mind 
to throw over them that veil of compaffion, 
which a feafon of perplexity, though not of ab- 
folute defpair, requires. We muft now look 
over, and furvey with an anxious eye, and in 
the fucceeding pages view the humiliating 
events, which for a time, attended the fortune 
of war in the northern department ; and trace 
the footfteps of the foldier, through the forlorn 
defert, which was ultimately the path to viftory 
and glory. 

END OF VOL. u 
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NOTE NO. L Page 9. 

1 HE reader's cnriofity may be gratified by the perufal of 
a few particular$ relative to the Plymouth fettlers, from 
their earliest memorials. One hundred and one perfons left 
Holland, all of whom arrived at Plymouth in the month of 
December^ one thoufand fix hundred and twenty. From 
the fufierings and hardfhips they fuflained, more than half 
their number died before the end of March» one thoufand 
fix hundred and twenty-one. 

On die borders of a forlorn wildemefs, without any gov- 
ernmental reftriftions, they thought it neceflary to adopt 
fome meafures for order and fubordination. They volun- 
tarily on their arrival at Cape Cod, entered into covenant 
for this neceflary purpofe. It was a fhort code, but replete 
with rules of equity and authority, fuffictent to maintain 
peace among themfelves, in their infant ftate. Forty-one 
perfons affixed their names to the inftrument ; but at the ' 
end of four months, only twenty of them were living. 
Thefe were, John Carver "their firft governor, William 
Bradford the fecond, and Edward Winflow* the third, cap- 
tain Miles Standiflj, who had been an experienced military 

* Prince's Chronolog}*, where may be found moft of ihc particulars 
extant, TcUtive to the firft fcttlcrs at Plymouth. 
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officer in the Netherlands, Richard Warren» eminently oft- 
fill in the eftabUflinient of the new colony,* (he lived only to 
the year one thoufand iix hundred and twenty-eight,f ) John 
Alden, Samuel Fuller, William Brewfter, Ifaac Allerton^ 
Stephen Hopkins, Gilbert Winflow, Peter Brown, Richard 
Gardner, John Rowland, Francis Cook, John Billington, 
Francis Eaton, Edward Doty, George Soule, Edward 
J>i(ler. 

Seyeral weeks elapfed after their arrival at Plymouth, 
before they faw any of the natives* About the middle of 
March, an Indian chief named Samofet appeared, and ab- 
ruptly exclaimed, " welcome Englifli.*' ITiis Indian had 
formerly been a prifoner to fome Europeans, and had learnt 
m little of their language. By him they found that a pefti- 
lence had raged among the bordering nations, that had 
fwept them all off within the limits of C;ipe Cod and Brain* 
tree Bay, two or three years before. This w^s corrobora- 
ted by the vaft number of graves, and fepulchnd mounds 
and holes they had obferved, in which the dead were inter- 
red', in all the grounds they had explored. Samofet in- 
formed them> that Ma/Tifoit was a neighbouring chief, who 
held jurifdi^ion over feveral other tribes. This induced 
the Englifh to fend him a friendly mefTage by Samoiet, 
which was faithfully delivered. The great f4chem foon 
came forward in an amicable mann^, and entered into a 
tre^ of peace with this }iandful of (Irangers, 

In the next auttmin, an addition of thirty-five perfons 

(irom the Leyden» congregation, arrived at Cape Cod. 

They foon found their aflbciates at Plymouth, patient, 

* piouSf and contentedy though they could fet nothing on 

their board bu; a ]oh^f cold wat^, an4 a fpanty pittance 

• 
♦ Prince*! Cbrpnology. • 

+ The eftates firft purchafed of the natives by Winflow, Warren, 
and Bradford, remain in the hands of their pofierity to this day : — 
Warren at Plymocuh, Bndford at Duxborough, and Winflqw at 
Maribfield. 
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#f Indian br^d^ for the entertainment of their countrymen 
recently arrivedy to (hare with them the difficulties and dan- 
gets of planting fettlemeats in the wtldemefs» at a vaft dif- 
tance from the civilized world* and furrounded by hordes 
<rf'ho(lile nations of terrific form and barbarous manners.* 



NOTE NO^ 11. Page 28. 
VIRGINIA RESOLVES. 

On the twenty-ninth of May, one thoufand feven 
hundred and fixty-five, the houfe of burgeffes of Vir- 
ginia came to the following refolutions : — 

WHEREAS the honorable houfe of commons in En- 
gland» have of late drawn into queftion* how far the gene- 
ral aflembly of this colony hath power to enaft laws for 
lapng taxes and impodng^ duties, payable by the people of 
this his majefty's moft ancient colony — For fettling and af- 
certaining the fame to all future times, the houfe of bur- 
geffes of this prefent general aifembly, have come to the 
feveral following refolutions :^ 

Refotved^ That the firft adventurers and fettlers of this 
his majedy's colony and dominion of Virginia, brought 
with them, and tranfmitted to their pofterity, and all 
others, his majefty's fubjedls fince inhabiting in this his 
majefty's colony, all the privileges and immunities that have 
at any time been held, enjoyed, and poffeiTed, by the people 
of Great Britain* 

Refohedy That by the two royal charters granted by king 
James the fird, the colonifts aforefaid are declared ei^titled 
to all' privileges of faithful, liege, and natural born fubjedU, 
to all intents and purpofes, as if they had been abiding an4 
l)om within the realm of England. 

* New England Memorial. 
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Re/ohedt That hU majefty's liege people of this his moft 
ancient colony» hare enjoyed the right of being thus gOT« 
emtd by their own a£embly, in the article of taxes and in- 
ternal police ; and that the fame have never been forfeited^ 
or any other way yielded up* but have been conftantly re- 
cognized by the king and people of Great Britain. 

Refolved therefore^ That the general aflembly of the col« 
ony, together widi his majefty or his fubftitute» have in 
their reprefentative capacity, the only exclufive right and 
power, to levy taxes and impofitions upon the inhabitants 
of this colony ; and that every attempt to veft fuch a power 
in any perfon or perfons whatfoever, other than Ac general 
aflembly aforefaid, is illegal, unconftitutional, and unjuft, 
and has a manifefl tendency to deitroy Britiih, as wdl as 
American freedom. 

The following refolves were not pafled) though 
drawn up by the committee. They are inferted as a 
fpecimen of the firft and early energies of the Old Do* 
ptinton, as Virginia is ufually called. 

Refilvfd^ Thfc his majefty's liege people, the inhabitants 
of this colony, are not bound to yield obedience to any law 
or ordinance whatfoever, defigned to impofe any taxation 
whatfoever upon them, other than the laws and ordinances 
of the general aflembly aforefai J. 

Rffohedi That any perfon who ihall, by fpeaking or 
writinr, maintain that any perfon or perfons, other thas 
the general aflembly of this colony, have any right or pow- 
er, to impofe or lay any taxation whatfoever on the people 
here, flxall be deemed an enemy to this his majefty*s colony* 



NOTE NO. Ill Page 30. 

On the twenty-firll of Oftober, the freeholders and 
Other inhatfitants of the town of Plymouth had a meet<« 
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ing, and unanimoufly agreed on inftruAions to Thomas 
Fofter, Efq., their reprefentative in the general afleonblj 
of MafTachufetts Bay. In which, after expreffing the 
higheft efteem for the Britifh conftitution, (hewing how 
far the people of America have exerted themfelves in 
fupport thereof, and detailing their grievances, they 
proceed as follows : — 

*• YOU, fir, repreient a people who are not only defcend- 
^ ed from the firft fettlers of this country, but inhabit the • 
•* very fpot they firft poffeffed. Here was firft laid the 
** foundation of the Britifti empire tn this part of America ; 
** which from a very fmall beginning, has increafed and 
** fpread in a manner very furprifing, and almoft incred!* 
** ble ; efpecially when we confider, that all this has been 
« effefted without the aid or afliftance of any power on 
** earth ; that we have defended^ protededf and fecured our« 
•* felves, againft the invafioifs and. cruelty offavages, and 
•* the fubtlety and inhumanity of our inveterate and natu- 
«* ral enemies the French : and all this without the appro- 
** priation of any tax by ft^knps, or ftamp-ads laid upon 
** our fellow-fubjeds in any part of the king*s dominions, 
•« for defraying the expenfes thereof. This place, fir, was 
** at firft the afylum of liberty, and we hope will ever be 
*< preferved facred to it j though it was then no more than 
" a forlorn wildemefs, inhabited only by favage men and 
** beafts. To this place our fathers, (whofe memories be 
•< revered ! ) poflelTed of the principles of liberty in their 
•* purity, difdaining flavery, fled, to enjoy thofe privileges 
*• which they had an undoubted light to, but were depriv- 
•* ed of by the hands of violence and oppreffion in their na- 
•* ti ve country. We, fir, their pofterity, the freeholders and 
•* other inhabitants of this town, legally aflembled for that 
« purpofe, pofTeiled of the fame fentiments, and retaining 
•♦ the fame ardor for liberty, think it our indifpcnfable duty 
«* on this occafion, to exprefs to you thefe our fentiments of 
<• the ftamp-a^, and its fatal confequences to this country, 
^ and to enjoin upon you, as you regard not only the wel- 
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•* fore, but the T«ry being of this people, that yon, (conrta<« 
^ ent with our allegiance to the king, and relation to the 
^government of Great Britain,) difregarding all propofals 
•• for that purpofe, exert all your power and influence in re- 
** lation |o the ftamp-ad, at leaft until we hear the fuccefs 
** of our petitions for relief. We likewife, to avoid difgra- 
** cing the naemories of our ance/lors, as well as the re- 
** proaches of our own confciences, and the curfes of poller* 
** ity, recommend it to you to obtain, if poflible, in the hon- 
** orable houfe of reprefentatives of this province, a full and 
^ explicit aiTertion of our rights, and to have the fame en- 
** tered on their public records-— that all generations yet to 
** come may be convinced, that we have not only a juft 
^ fenfe of our rights and liberties, but that wc never (with 
^ fubmifEon to Divine Providence) will be flaves to any 
** power on earth. * And as we have at all times an abkor- 
'** rence of tumults and diforders, we think ourfelves happy 
** in being at prefent under nc^apprehendons oi any, and in 
^ having good and wholefome laws, fufficient to prefer ve 
** the peace of the province in all future times, unlefs pro- 
«• voked by fome imprudent meafure ; fo we thmk it by 
** no means advifeable, for you to intereft yourfelf in the 
** protedion of ftamp-papers or flamp-officers. 

** The only thing we have further to recommend to you 
** at this time is, to obferve on all occafions, a fuitable firu- 
^ gality and economy in the public expenfes ; and that you 
^ confent to no unneceflary or unufual grant at this time 
** of diftrefs, when the people are groaning under the bur* 
•* then of heavy taxes ; and that you ufe your endeavours 
^ to inquire into, and bear teftimony' againft, any pafU 
** and to prevent any future, imconftitntional draughts on 
•* the public treafury/* 



NOTE NO. IK Page S2. 

Names of the gentlemen delegated to meet at New 
York> in one thoufand feven hundred and iixty-fivey 
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t>n occafion of the ftamp^£t: with the refolves of this 
^£rft American congrefs* 



From the province of the Majfachufetts Bay. 
James Otis, •> 

Oliver Partridge, V Efquires. n^ 
Timothy Ruggles, J 

From the colony of Rhode IJland and Providence Plantationi. 
Metcalf Bowler, 1 -^ . 
HenrrWard, } Efquues, 

From the colony of ConneBicut. 
Eliphalet Dyer, -j . 

David Rowland, I Efquires. 

William SamuelJohnfon, J 

From the colony of New Tori. 

Robert R. Livingfton,* 

John Cruger, 

Philip Livirigiy)n, ► Efquires. 

William Bayard, 

Leonard Lifpenard, 

From the cqlony of New Jerfey. 
Robert Ogden, -j 
Hendrick Filher, C Efquires. 
Jofeph Borden, j 

From the province of Pennfylvania^ 
John Dickenfon, -j 
John Morton, i Efquires. 

Geofge Bryan, J 
From the government of the counties of Newcq/He^ Kentf and 
' Suffexf on Delaware. 

C«far Rodney, 1 _- . 
Thomas M'Kcan, j Ef<l"«"*- 

From the province of Maryland. 
William Murdock, "J 
Edward Tilghman, > Efquires, 
Thomas Ringold, J 
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From the province of South CaroUnM^ 
Thomas Lynch, -j 
Chriftopher Gadfden, > Efquires. 
John Rutledge, J 

Saturday^ A. M» October 19, 1Y65. 

The congrefs met according to adjournment, and refum- 
•d, &c. as yefterday, and i^on mature deliberation, agreed 
to the following declarations of the rights and grievances 
of the colonifts in America, which i^^ere ordered to be in- 
ferted in their journals* 

The members of this congrefs iiilcerely devoted with the 
warmed fentiments of aflFedlion and duty to his majefty's 
perfon and government, inviolably attached to the prefent 
happy eftablifhment of the proteft.int fucceffion, and with 
minds deeply imprefled by a fenfe of the prefent and 
impending misfortunes of the Britifh colonies on this conti-^ 
nent ; having confidered as matunely as time will permit^- 
the circumftances of the faid colonies, efteera it our indiC* 
penfable duty to make the following declarations of our 
humble opinion, refpeding the mod effential rights and lib- 
erties of the colonifts, and of the - grievances under which 
they labor, by reafon of leveral Ime a^s of parliament. 

I. That his majefty's fubje^ls in thefe colonies, owe the 
fame allegiance to the crown of Giieat Britain, that is owing 
from his fubje(5ls born within the realm, and all due fubor- 
dination to that auguft body, the parliament of Great 
Britain. 

II. That his majefty's liege fiibje<51s in thefe colonies, 
are entitled to all the inherent rights and liberties of his nat- 
ural born fubjeds within the kingdom of Great Britain. 

III. That it is infeparably effential to the freedom of ai 
people, and the undoubted right of Engliftimen, that na 
taxes be impofed on them, but with their own coaient. 
jiten perfonally, or by their reprdentatives. 



^ _ Digitized by 



Google 



APPENDIX 411 

IV. That the people of thefe colonies are not, and 
Irom their local circumftances cannot, be reprefented in the 
faouie of commons in Great Britain. 

V- That the only reprefentatives of the people of thefe 
colonies are people chofen by theinfelves, and that no taxes 
ever have been, or can be, conftitudonally impofed on them, 
but by their reipe^ve legiflature$« 

VI. That all fupplies to the crown beipg free gifts of 
the people, it is unreafonable and inconfiftent with the 
principles ^d fpirit of the Britiih conftitution, for the peo- 
ple of Great Britain to grant to his majefty the property of 
^e coloQifts. 

VII. Tlu|t trial by jury is the inherent and invaluablt 
right of every Britifh fubjed in thefe colonies. 

J 

VIII. That the late aa of parliament, entitled, « An 
^< ad for granting and applying certain ftamp^uties, and 
^ other duties, in the Britiih colonies and plantations in 
^ America, &c.'' by impofing taxes on the inhabitants of 
thefe colonies, and the fame adt, jind feveral other ads, by 
extending the jurifdidion of the courts of admiralty beyond 
its ancient limits, have a manifeft tendency to fubvert th^ 
I'ights and liberties of the colonics. 

IX. That the duties impofed by feveral late ads of the 
Britifh parliament, from the peculiar circumdances of thefe 
colonies, will be extremely burthenfome and grievous ; and 
from the fcafcity of fpecie, the payment of them abfolutely 
impradicable. 

X« That as the profits of the trade of thefe colonies 
ultinuitely centre in Great Britain, to pay for tne manu^ 
fadures which they are obliged to take from thence, they 
eventually contribute very largely to all fiippUes granted 
there to the crown. 
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XI. That the reftriaions impofed by fereral lat€ ads 
of parliament on the trade of thefe colonies, will render 
them unable to purchafe the manufadures of Great Britain. 

XII. That the increafe, profperity^ and happinefis of 
thefe colonies, depend on the full and free enjoyment of 
their rights and liberties, and an intercourfe with Great 
Britain, mutually affe^onate and adrantageous. 

XIII. That it is the right of the Britiih fubjeds in the 
colonies to petition the king, or either hoofe of parliament. 

Lastlt. That it is the indifpenfable duty of thefe 
colonies, to the beft of fovereigns, to the mother country^ 
and to themfelves, to endeavour by a loyal and dutiful ad* 
drefs to his majefty, and humble applications to both 
houfes of parliament, to procure the repeal of the aft for 
granting and applying certain ftamp-duties ; of all claufes 
' of any other ads of parliament, whereby the jurifdiffion of 
the admiralty is extended as aforefaid ; and of the other 
late ads for the reftridion of American commerce. 

After thefe refolves, they chofe Thomas Lynch, 
James Otis, and Thomas M'Kean, Efquires, to prepare 
a petition to the houfe of commons. An addrefs to 
the king and to the houfe of lords^ was alfo prepared 
and forwarded. 



NOTE m r. Page 49. 

Copy from Mr. Dickenfon's original letter to Mr. 
Otis, accompa^Oiying the celebrs^ted Farmer's Letters. 

*^ Philadelphia^ Dec 5, 1767. 

"* DEAR SIR, 

" The liberties of our common country appear 
** to me to be at this moment expofed to the mod imminent 
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<< clanger ; and this apprehenfion has engaged xne to lay my 
<< fentiiiients before the pHblic In k(ters^ of which I fend 
<« you a copy. 

« Only one has been yet publiflied ; and what their ef- 
« feA may be cannot yet be known. But whenever the 
« caufe of American freedom is to be vliylicatedy I look to* 
« wards the province of Maflachufetts Bay. She mud, as 
<< file has hitherto done» firft kindle the facred flame, that 
<< on fuch occafions ii^uft warm and illupiinate this con|i- 
I* nent. 

«* Words are wanting to eipr^s my fenfe of the vigilance, 
** perfeverance, fpirit, prudence, refolution, and firmnefs, 
** with which your colony has diftinguifhed herfelf, in out 
•* unhappy times. May God ever grant her noble labors 
** the fame fuccefsful iflue which was obtained by the 
" repeal of the ftamp-aft. 

<* In my gratitude to your province in general, I do 
^ not forget the obligations which all Americans are un* 
** der to you In particular, for the indefatigable zeal and 
** undaunted courage you have fiiewn in defending their 
^ rights. My opinion of your love fpr your country, induces 
** me to commit to ^our hands the inclofed letters, to be 
*< difpofed of as you think proper, not intending to give out 
^ any other copy. I have ihewn ^em \o ihiee men of 
^ learning here, who are my friends. They think with me^* 
** that the moft delbu^Hve confequences muft follow. If 
** thefe colonies do. not inftantly, vigoroufly, and unani- 
^ moufly unite themfelves, in the fame manner they did 
** againft the ftamp-aA. Perhaps they and I are miftaken : 
** I therefore fend the piece containing the reafons for thii 
<* opinion, to you, who I know can determine Its true 
*« Worth ; and if you can difcover no other merit in it, per- 
** mit me at leaft to claii[i the merit of having wrote it 
«• with the moft ardent affeftion for the Britifh colonies, the 
** pureft intentions to promote their welfare, an honeft de- 
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** fire to aftrt their rigbts» and with a deep iexife of their 
«* ixnpen<|ing misfortunes. 

" Our caufe is a caufe of the higheft dignity : it is noth- 
*• ing lefs than to maintain the liberty with which Heaven 
T* itfelf * bath made us free.' I hope it will not be difgra- 
** ced in any colony by a iingle raOi ftep* We have conlU- 
^ tuttonal loethods of feeking redre{$» and they are the be ft 
^methods. 

** This fubjed leads me to inform you with pleafure, be« 
** caufe I tUnk it mud give you pleafure* that the modera* 
^ tion of your conduct in compofmg the minds of your fel* 
** low-citizens, has done you the higheft credit with us. 
•* You may be afTured I feel a great fatisfa^on in hearing 
•* your praiies ; for every thing that advances your reputa* 
** tion or intere(l» will always afford fmcere joy to, dear fir, 
" Your moft affectionate, and 
*« Moft humble fervant, 

«JOHN DICKENSON. 
« HoM. James 0:}s,jmn. E/q.'' 



NOTE NO. VL Page 53. 

This meafure had been contemplated by feveral gentle^ 
men, a year or two before it took place ; among others, 
by the learned and excellent do^or Jonathan Mayhew of 
Bofton : fee the annexed letter, writteh by him foon after 
the repeal of the ftamp-ad. The abilities, virtue, and pat* 
riotifm of doAor Mayhew, were fo diftinguifhed, that the 
following fragment may be pleafmg and particularly im- 
prefOve, as it was the laft letter he ever wrote to any one, 
and within three days after its date, this great and good 
man clofed his eyes on the politics and vanities of human 
life. 
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« Ldrd's day mornings June 8, 176S. 
• «^ HON- JAMES OTIS, JUN. ESQ. 

<* To a good man all time is holy eiiough, and 
** hone too holy to do good, or to think upon it. 

«* Caltivating a good linderftanding and hearty friend- 
•* (hip between thefe colonies and their feveral houfes of 
** affembly, appears to me to be fo neceflary a part of pru* 
<* dence and good policy, all things confidercd, that no 
<* favorable opportunity for that purpofe ought to be omit^ 
" ted : I think fuch an one now prefents. Would it not 
** be very proper and decorous, for our affembly to /end 
<• circular congratulatory letters to all the reft, without 
^ exception, on the repealf and the prefent favorable afped 
* of things ? Letters conceived at once in terms of warm 
** fnendfliip and regard to them, of loyalty to the king, of 
** filial affeftion towards the mother country, and intimat- 
** ing a defire to cetnent and perpetuate union among 
** ourfelves, by all pra^icable and laudable methods ? A 
^ good foundation is already laid for this latter, by the 
« late congrefs, which in my poor opinion was a wife 
** meafure, and actually contributed not a little towards 
** our obtaining a redrefs of grievances, however fome may 
^ aflPed to difparage it. Purfuing this track, and never 
** lofmg fight of it, may be of the utmoft importance to 
" the colonies, on fome future occafions, perhaps the only 
** means of perpetuating their liberties ; for what may be 
•* hereafter we cannot tell, how favorable foever prefent 
^ appearances may be. It is not fafe for the colonies to 
^^Jleepf fince they will probably always have fome nvaheful 
« enemies in Britain ; and if they fhould be fuch children 
** as to do fo, I hope there are at leaft fome perfons too 
*< much of men, and friends to them, to rock the cradle, or 
** fing lullaby to them. 

** You have heard of the communion of churches^ and I 
*• am very early to-morrow morning to fet out for Rut-* 
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^ hndt to iffift at an ecclefiaftical counciL Net expeftin^ 
** to Feturn this week> while I was thinking of this in mj 
** hedy with the dawn of day, the great ufe and import 
** tance of a communion of coUuU/t appeared to me in a very 
^ ftrong lights which determined me immediately to fee 
«* down thefe hints, in order to tranlinit them to you. 
•* Not knowuig but the houfe may be prorogued or dif* 
*• iblved before my return, or having an opportunity to 
^ ipeak to youy you will make fuch a ufe of them as yoa 
^ think proper, or none su alL 

«* I have had a fight of the anfwer to the laft very eztra- 
«* ordinary fpeech^ with which I was much pleafed. It 
^ jappears to me folid and judicious, and though fpirited^ 
«* not more fo than the cafe abfolutely required, unlefs we 
** could be content to have an abfolute and uncontrollable, 
^ inftead of a limited, conflitutional g ■ r . I cannot 
^ think the man will have one wife and good, much lefs 
'^ one truly great man at home, to ftand by him in fo open 
*^ and flagrant an attack upon our charter rights and priv- 
** ileges. But the lefs afperity in language the better, pro- 
'^vided there is firmnefs in adhering to our rights,. ia 
''oppofitxon to all encroachments* 
** I am, fir, 
" Your moft obedient, 
•* Humble fervant, 
« JOl^ATHAN MAYHEW." 



NOTE NO. FIT. Page 54. 

Copy of the circular letter which was fent from the 
houfe of reprefentatives of the province of Maflachu* 
fetts Bay, to the fpeakers of the refpeftive houfes of 
reprefentatives and burgefles on the continent of North 
America. 

* Speech of governor Bernard. 
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« Province of the Majachufetts Bay, Feb. 11, 1768. 

•* SIR, 

" The houfe of reprefentatlves of this province 
*« have taken into their ferious confideration, the great 
" difficulties that mull accrue to themfelves and their con- 
** (lituents, by the operation of the feveral afts of parlia- 
*• ment impofing duties and taxes on the American col- 
** onies. 

" As it is a fubje(5t in which every colony is deeply in- 
** tenjfled, they have no reafon to doubt but your houfe is 
^* duly imprefled with its importance ; and that fuch con- 
" ftitutional meafures will be come into as are proper. It 
** feems to be neceiTary, that all pofTible care fhould be 
** taken that the* reprefentations of the feveral aflemblies, 
** upon fo delicate a point, fhould harmonize with each 
** other : the houfe therefore Hope that this letter will be 
** candidly conildered, in no other light than as expreffing 
" a difpofition freely to communicate their mind to a fifter 
** colony, upon a common concern, in the fame manner as 
** they would be glad to receive the fentiments of your, or 
^ any other houfe of afTembly on the continent. 

" The houfe have humbly reprefented to the miniflry 
" their own fentiments ; that his majefty*s high court of 
*« parliament is the fupreme legiflative power over the 
** whole empire ; that in all free ftates the conftitution is 
•* fixed ; and as the fupreme legiflative derives its power 
** and authority from the conftitution, it cannot overleap 
•* the bounds of it, without deftroying its foundation* 
" That the conftitution afcertains and limits both fove- 
•* reignty and allegiance ; and therefore his majefty's 
" American fubje^s, who acknowledge themfelves bound 
" by the ties of allegiance, have an equitable claim to the 
" full enjoyment of the fundamental rules of the. Britifh 
** conftitution. That it is an eifential, unalterable right in 
*• nature, engrafted into the Britifh conftitution as a funda- 
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•^ mental law, and e?er hdd (acred and irreirocable by tb^ 
** fubje^s within the realm» that what a man hath honeftly 
** acquired* is atbfblutely his own, wbkh he may freely 
** give» but cannot be taken from him without his confent. 
** That the American fubjeds may thereforei ezcltifrve of 
** any conAderation of charter rights, with a decent firm** 
** nefsy adapted to the chara^r of freemen and fabjeds, 
» affert this natural, conftitutioaal right. 

<< It is moreorer their humble optsMon, which they 
** exprefs with the greateft deference to the wifdom of the 
** parliament, that the ads made there, impofing dudes on 
** the people of this provmce for the fok and exprefs pur- 
** pofe of raifii^ a revenue, are infringemenu of their 
^ natural and conAitutional rights. Becaufe as they are 
«• not reprefented in the Britifh parliament, his majefty's 
** commons in Britain, by thoie ads grant their property 
** without their confent. 

*< The houfe further are of opinion that their conilitli>* 
** ents, confidering their local circumdances, caimot by any 
" poffibility be reprefented in the parliament ; and that it 
«• will forever be impradicable rfiat they fhoutd be equally 
" reprefented there, and confequently not at all, being 
^ feparated by an ocean of a thoufand leagues* That hfs 
"majefty's royal predeceiTors for this reafon were gra- 
** cioufly pleafed to form a fubordinate legidatiye here, 
" that dicir fubjeds might enjoy the unalienable right of 
•* 2 reprefentation. Alfo that confidering the utter im- 
** pradicability of their ever being fully and equally 
" reprefented in parliament, and the great expenfe that 
•* miift unavoidably attend even a partial reprefentation 
<• there, this houfe think that a taxation of their conftitu- 
** ents, even without their confent, grievous as it is, would 
«* be preferable to any reprefentation that could be admit* 
« ted for them there. 

<* Upon thefe principles, and alfb confidering that were 
^ the right in the parliament ever fo clear, yet for obvious 
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#« reafoTK it would be beyond the rule of equity, that their 
^ confittuents fhould be taxed on the manufa^ures of Great 
** Briuin here, in addition to the duties they pay for them 
^ in England, and other advantages arifing to Great l&ri- 
** tatn from the a^s of trade ; this houfe have px<^rred a 
** humbley dutiful, and loyal petition to our mo& gracious 
^ fovereign, aad made fuch repre&ntations ]to his luajefly's 
** minifters, as they apprehend would tend to obtain redreis* 

f* They have alfo fubmitted to €onfidieratto% whether 
** any people can be faid to enjoy any degree of freedom, 
'< if the crown in addition to its imdoubted authority of 
** conllituting a governor, fhould appoint him- fuch a fti- 
** pend as it ihould judge proper, without the coofent of 
** the people, and at their expenfe : and whether while the 
*^ judges of the land and other civil officers, hold not their 
<< commiffions during good behaviour, their having ialaries 
^< appointed for them by the crown, independent of the 
«' people, hath not a tendency to fubvert the principles of 
** equity, and endanger the happinefs and fecurity of the 
f « fubjeft. 

"In addition to thefe meafures, the houfe hare wrote 
^ a letter to their agent, Mr. De Berdt, the fentiments of 
«* which he is directed to lay before the miniftry ; wherein 
<« they take notice of the hardftiip of the aft for preventing 
<* mutiny and defertion, which requires the governor and 
« council to provide, enun^erated articles for the king's 
«< marching troops, and the people to pay the expenfe ; 
** and alfo the commiflion of the gentlemen appointed 
<* commiffioners of the cuftoras, to refide in America» 
<< which authorizes them to make as many appointments as 
<* they think fit, and to pay the appointees what fums 
** they pleaf?, for whofe mal-condud they are not account- 
« able. From whence it may happen tliat officers of the 
<* crown may be multiplied to fuch a degree, as to become 
*< dangerous to the liberty of the people, by virtue of a 
<< commi$on which doth not appear to this houfe to de- 
« rive any fuch advantages to trade as many have been led 
** to expeft. 
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■* Thcfe arc the fcntimcnts and proceedings of this houfe ; 
** and as they have too much reafon to believe that the 
** enemies of the colonies have reprefented them to his 
" majefty's minifters, and the parliament, as factious, dif- 
<• loyal, and having a difpofition to make themfelves indc- 
** pendent of the mother country, they have taken occafioi^ 
** in the moft humble terms, to afTure his majcfty and his 
«* minifters, that with regard to the people of this province, 
<< and as they doubt not of all the colonies, that the charge 
<* is unjuft. • 

«* The hoofe is fully fatisfied that your afTembly is too 
** generous, and enlarged in fentimcnt, to believe that this 
*< letter proceeds from an ambition of taking the lead, or 
** dilating to the other affemblies ; they freely fubmit their 
** opinion to the judgment of others, and (hall take it kind 
** in your houfe to point out to them any thing further that 
<« may be thought neceflary. 

*< This houfe cannot conclude without cxprefllng their 
«* firm confidence in the king, our common head and 
** father, that the united and dutiful fupplications of his dtii. 
" trefled American fubje(5ls will' meet with his royal and 
•* favorable acceptance.'* 

f Stoned by the Speaker,) 

A copy of the above letter was alfo, by order of the 
houfe, fent to Dennis De Berdt, Efq. agent to the province 
in London, that he might make ufe of it, if neceffary, to 
prevent any mifreprefcntations in England, 



NOTE NO. Fill. Page 96. 

A few cxtrafts from the letters of Mr. Hutchinfon 
to Mr. Jackfon, Bollan, and others, the year previous 
to the difturbance in March, one thoufand feven huii- 
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dred and feventy, fully evince his fentiments of ftatiour 
ing and retaining troops in the capital of the Mafla^ 
chufetts. 

*^ Bo/lon, January, 1169. 

" DEAR SIR, 

*' I fept you under a blank cover,, by way of 
** Briftol and Glafgow, the account of proceedings in New 
"York affembly, which you will find equal to thofe of 
** the MafTachufetts. Perhaps . if they had no troops, the . 
** people too would have run riot as we djd. Five or fix 
'* men of war, and three or four regiments, difturb nobody 
«* but fome of our grave people, who do not love afiem- 
** blies and concerts, and cannot bear the noife of drums 
** upon a Sunday. I know I have not flept in town any 
** three months thefe two years, in fo much tranquillity, as 
" I have done the three months fince the troops came.'* 

Extraft of a letter from Mr. BoUan to Mr. Hutch- 
snfqn. 

« Henrietta Street, Augujl 1 1, 1767. 

** Mr. Paxton has feveral times told me, that 
« you and fbme other of my friends were of opinion, that 
<* (landing troops were necefTary to fupport the authority 
<* of the government at Bo (Ion, and that he was authorized 
** to inform me this was- your and their opinion, I need 
*« not fay that I hold in the greateft abomination fuch out- 
** rages that have taken place among yon, arid am fenfible 
«* it is the duty of all charter, or other fubordinate govem- 
^* ments, to take due care, and punifh fuch proceedings ; 
<* and that all governments muft be fupported by force, 
<< when necefTary ; yet we muft remember how often ftand- 
" ing forces have introduced greater mifchiefs than they ^ 

" re.trieved, and I am apprehenfive that your diftant fitua- 
*« tion from the centre of all civil and military power, 
" might in tjils cafe, fooner or later, fuhjeft you to peculiar 
« difficulties. 
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*^ Vfhm Malcolm's bad bri^viotir made a ilir iitvc, n 
i< minifter who ieemed inclined to make ufe of landing 
** forces, fuppofing this might not be agreeable to msy I 
<« avoided giving an opinion, which then appeared needlefs 
<< and improper, but afterwards, when it was confidentlf 
•* faid, that preparations were making to fend a conftdera-r- 
** ble number of (landing troops, in order tp^mpel obedtt 
** ence, I endeavoured to prevent it.'* 

Mr. BoUan goes on to obferve, ^at ** he had inforfned 
** fome influential gentlemen in England, that he had the 
•* higheft reafon to believe, that whoever fhould be inftru^ 
** mental in fending over (landing troops to America^ 
« would be curled to all pofterity/* 

Extrafl from governor Hutchinfon's fetters to gov» 
^mor PownaL k is^ uncertain on what occafion the 
following aiTertion was made, but it difcov^rs the fpiri^ 
and wiihes of the writer. 

« Bi/lon, June 22, 177t, 

** The union of the colonies is pretty well broke ; 
•* I hope I (hall never fee it renewed. Indeed oxir fons of 
" liberty are hated and defpifed by their former brethren 
«« in New York and Pennfylvania, and it muft be fome« 
^ thing very extraordinary ever to reconcile. them«" 



NOTE NO. IX. Page 113. 

Extrafts from Mr. Hutchinfon's letters to Mr. Jack- 
fon, Pownal, and others. 

^ Bopfty Augujl 27, 1772. 

" But before America is fettled in peace, it 
" would be neceffary to go to the bottom of all the difor^ 
*' der, which has been fo long neglefted already. The 
'* opinion that every colony has a legiflatuFC within itfelf. 
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«• the afts and doingb of iii^h are not to bfe coittfoUed by 
<* parliament, and that no legiflative power ought to be 
*«e»ercifed oyer the colonies, except by their refpedlve 
** legiilatures, gains ground every day, and it has an ihilu- 
«< ence upon all the executive parts of government. Grand 
- ** juries will not prefent ; petit juries will not convid the 
** higheft offenders againfl a<5ts of parliament : our news« 
** papers publickly annotmce this independence every 
« week ; and, what is much more, there is fcarce an aflem- 
** bly which has not done it at one time or another. The 
•< affembly of this province has done as much the laft fe(^ 
«* {ion by their public votes and refolves, and by an addrefs 
•* which they have fent to do<5lor Franklin, to be prefented 
" to the king ; fo there is fufficient grounds for parliament 
** to proceed, if there is a difpofition. What, it will be 
" faid, can be done ? A ted as general as the oaths re- 
** quired inftead of the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy, 
« would be inoft effe^al ; but this there is reafon to fear 
«« would throw America into a general confufion, and I 
•• doubt the expediency. But can lefs be done than affir- 
«* ing penalties, and difqualifications or incapacities, upon 
«* all who by word or writing fhall deny or call in queftion 
*« the fupreme authority of parliament over all parts of the 
" Britifh dominions? Can it be made neceffary for all 
" judges to be under oath, to obferve all adls of parliament 
" in their judgments ? And may not the oaths of all jurors, 
«* grand and petit, be fo framed as to include afts of par- 
** liament as the rule of law, as well as law in general 
«< terms ? And for affemblies or bodies of men, who (hall 
•* deny the authority of parliament, may not all their • 
^ fubfequent proceedings be declared to be i/>/o faffo null 
<« and void, and every member who (hall continue to aft in 
** fuch affembly be fubjed to penalties and incapacities ? 
«« I fuggeft thefe things for confideration. Every thing 
« depends upon the fettlement of this grand point. We 
** owe much of our troubled to the countenance given 
«* by fome in England to this doftrine of independence. 
** If the people were convinced that the nation with one 
<< voice condemned the doflirine, or that parliament at all 
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** events, was determined to maintain its fupremaey, we 
** fhould foon be quiet. The demagogues who generally 
** have no property, would continue their endeavours to 
** inflame the minds of the people for fome time ; but 
•* the ^ople in general have real eftates, which they 
" would not run the hazard of forfeiting, by any treafona- 
*♦ ble meafures. If nothing more can be done, there muft 
«* be furtlier provifipns for carrying the a<5l of trade into 
«* execution, which I am informed adminidration are very 
«* fenfible of, and have meafures in contemplation. Thus 
*« you have a few of my fudden thoughts, which I muft 
** pray you not to communicate as coming from me, left I 
" fhould be fuppofed here to have contributed to any fu- 
** ture proceedings refpe<5ling America. I have only room 
*• to add that I am, with ftncere refpe(5l and eftecm, 

**Your's, &c." 

*^ Bo/Ion, December 8, 1772. 
"TO MR. JACKSON. 

iPrivate,] 
"dear StR, 

" They fucceed in their unwearied endeav- 
•« ours to propagate the do<5lrine of independence upk>ii 
" parliament, and tlie mifchiefs of it every day increafc. 
** I believe I have repeatedly mentioned to you my opin- 
" ion of the neceflity of parliament's taking fome meafures 
•< to prevent the fpread of this doctrine, as well as to guard 
** againft the mifchiefs of it. It is more difficult now, 
** than it was the laft year, and it will become more and 
•* more fo every year it is negle<fled, until it is utterly 
** impra<5ticable. If I confulted nothing but my own eafc 
*• and quiet, 1 wouJd propofe negle<5l and contempt of eve- 
« r/ affront offered to parliament by the little American 
" affemblies, but I ftiould be falfe to the king, and betray 
f* the truft he has repofed in me. ♦#*#** '^ 

«(*#*** Yq^j {gg jjQ difference between the 
" cafe of the colonies and that of Ireland. I care not In 
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•* how favorable a light you look upon the colonies, if it 
** does not ieparate us from you. You will certainly find 
** it more difficult to retain the colonies, than you do Ire- 
" land. Ireland is near and under your conflant infpec- 
** tion. All officers are dependent, and removable at 
•* pleafure. The colonies are remote, and the officers 
** generally more difpofed to pleafe the people than the 
«* king, or his reprefentative. In the one, you have always 
•* the ultima ratio ; in the other, you are either deftitute of 
** it, or you have no civil xWagiftrate to dired the ufe of it. 
** Indeed, to prevent a general revolt, the naval power 
*« may for a long courfe of years be fufficient, but to pre- 
** ferve the peace of the colonies, and to continue them 
** beneficial to the mother country, this will be to little 
*< purpofe : but I am writing to a gentleman who knows 
•* thefe things better than I do." 

** Soflon, Jatiuary^ IV^S* 
« JOHN POWhfAL, ESQ. 

*• MY DEAR SIR, 

" I have not anfwered your very kind and con- 
^ fidential letter of the 6th of Oftober. Nothing could 
« could confirm me more in my own plan of meafures for 
^ " the colonies, than finding it to agree with your fentiments. 
* You know I have been begging for meafures to maintain 
" the fuprcmacy of parliament. Whilft it is fuffered to be 
<< denied, all is confufion, and the pppofition to govern- 
«* ment is continually gaining ftrength." 

« Bo/ion, April 19, 1773. 
« JOHN POWNAL, ESQ. 

'* DEAR SIR, 

<« Our patriots fay that the votes of the town of 
•* Bofton^ whfch they fent to Virginia, have produced the 
<* refolves of jte. aflembly there, appointing a committee 
^ of correfpon^^itfce ; and I have no doubt it is their ex- 

VOL.1. S....F 
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^ peAatioHi tkat a committee for die fame purpoie will hm 
** appointed by mod of the other aflemblies on die conu- 
" nent. If any thing therefore be done by parliament 
«* refpe^ing America, it now feems neceflary that it ffaould 
** be general, and not confined to particular colonies, as the 
" fame fpirit prevails crery where, though not in the like 
« degree." 

« Bo/lon, Oaober 18, 177S. 
** JOHN POWNAL, ESQ- \ 

[Private.] 

** DEAR SIR, 

" The leaders of the pjgty give out openly that 
•* they muft have another convention of all the colonies j 
" and the fpeaker has made it known to feveral of the 
** members, that the agent in England recommends it as a 
** meafure neceflary to be engaged in without delay, and 
" propofes, in order to bring the difpute to a crilLs, that 
" the rights of the colonies fhould be there folemniy and 
" fully aflerted and declared ; that therd fhould be a firm 
** engagement with each other, that they will nevcjr grant 
'* any aid to the crown, even in cafe of war, uulefs the 
" king and the two houfes of parliament firft recogAize 
" thofe rights ; and that the refolution fhould be tmmedi- 
«* ately communicated to the crown ; and affuijcs them, 
<« that in this way they will finally obtain their eiid. 

" I am not ^ond of conveying this fort of intelligence ; 
** but as I have the fullefl evidence of the fa<5 1, I do not 
«« fee how I can be faithful to my truft and negled it ; 
<« therefore, though I confider this as a private letter, yet 
"I leave it to you to communicate this part of it, fo far as 
" his majefty's fervice may require, and as I hfive nothing 
"but that in view, I wifh it. may go no further. The 
« meafure appears to me, of all others, the mcift likely to 
" rekindle a general flame in the colonies.*' 

The above extrads were taken from governor Hutchin« 
fon's letter book, found after he repaired to lilngland, de- 
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pofited in a fecret corner of his houfe at Milton. ' If the 
reader wifhea a furtfier gratification of his curiofity in 
regard to the fubtil' (Iratagems of Mr. Hutchinfon, he is 
referred to the whole coUe^lion, ^s publiflied in England* 



NOTE NO. X, Page 150, 

Names of the members of the American congrefsi ia 
one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-four. 

Pmyton RjNDOiPff, Prejidcpt. 
Niw Hampshire* John Sullivan, Nathaniel Folfom. 
Massachusetts Bay. Thomas Cufhing> Samuel Adams, 

John Adams, Robert Treat Paine. 
Rhode Island. Stephen Hopkins, Samuel Ward* 
Connecticut. Eliphalet Dyer, Roger Sherman, Silas 

Deane. 

New York. Ifaac Low, John Alfop, John Jay, James 

Duane, William Floyd, Henry Weifner, Samuel Bocrum. 
New Jersey. James Kinfey, William Livingfton, Stephen 

Crane, Richard Smith. 
Pennsylvania. Jofeph Galloway, Charles Humphreys, 

John Dickenfon, Thomas Miiflin, Edward Biddle, John 

Morton, George Rofs. 
Newcastle, &c. Csfar Rodney, Thomas M^Kean, 

George Read. 
Maryland. Matthew Tilghman, Thomas Johnfon, Wil- 
liam Paca, Samuel Chafe. 
Virginia. Richard Henry Lee, George Wafliington* 

Patrick Henry, jun. Richard Bland, Benjamin Harrifon, 

Edmund Pendleton. 
North Carolina. William Hooper, Jofeph Hewes, R* 

Cafwell. 
South Carolina. Henry Middleton, Thomas Lynch, 

Chriftopher Gadfden, John Rutledge, Edward Rutledge* 
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NOTE NO. XL Page IBO. 

Extract of a letter from governor Hatchinfon to 
commodore Gambier. 

!^* Bo/lon, June $0, 1772. 

" DEAR SIR, 

«# « # ###** o^r laft (]jjps carried you 
<* the news of the burning the Gafpee fchooner at Provi- 
*< dence. I hope if there fliould be another like attempt, 
** fomc concerned in it may be taken prifoners and carried 
«* dire(5Hy to England, A few puniflied at Execution 
•* Docky would be the only effedual preventive of any 
•« further attempts. •♦♦♦♦♦♦♦#** 

«c * * « # * # */» 

On the fame fubjeft, to fecretary Pownal. 

« Bo/lon^ Auguft 29, 1772, 

" DEAR SIR, 

" I troubled you with a long letter the 21ft of 
«* July. Give me leave now only to add one or two things 
•* which I then intended, but to avoid being too tedious, 
** omitted. People in this province, both friends and cne- 
** mies to government, are in great expectations from the 
" late affair at Rhode liland of burning tlie king's fchooner, 
" and they confider the manner in whith the news of it will 
" be received in England, and the meafures to be taken, as 
« decifive. If it is pafTed over without a full inquiry and 
** due refentment, our liberty people will think thejr may 
« with impunity commit any ads of violence, be they ever 
« fo atrocious, and the friends to government will defpond, 
" and give up ^11 hopes of being able to withftand the 
« fa<5tion. The perfohs who were the immediate a«5bors, 
" are men of eftateand property in the colony. A profc- 
" cution is impoflible. If ever the government of that 
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M colony is to be reformed, this feems to be the dme, and 
<« it would have a happy effed in the colonies which adjotn 
** to it. Several perfons have been advifed by letters from 
>* their friends, that as the minifiry are united, a^d oppofi- 
** tion at an end, there will certainly be an inquiry i^ito the 
** (late of America the next feilion of parliament. The 
<< denial of the fupr^macy of parliament, and' ijie contempt 
>< with which its authority has been treated by the LilU- 
<< putian afTemblies of America, can never be juftified or 
<« ^excuied by any one member of either houfe of parliament* 

^'Bojtotty September 2, 1772. 
« SAMUEL HOOD, ESQ. 

•* DEAR SIR, 

« Captain Linzee can inform you of the ilate of 
/* Rhode Ifland qolony beuer than I can. So daring an 
« infult as burning the king's fchooner, by people who are 
«« as well known as any who were concerned in the laft 
** rebellion, and yet cannot be profecuted, will certainly 
.«< roufe the Britifh lion, which has been afleep thefe four or 
<< five years. Admiral Montague fays, that lord Sandwich 
« will never leave purfuing the colony, until it is disfran- 
<< chifed. If it is paiTed over, the other colonies will follow 
« the example." 



NOTE NO. XII. Page 203. 

The fufferings of the colony of Virginia, under lopi 
Dunmore's adminiftration, and the fpirit and magnanimity 
of the inhabitants, might claim a larger detail in this nar- 
rative ; but fo dillinguilhed have been many of their leading 
charaders, through all the tranfadlions of the great contefl, 
from the introduftion of the refolves by Patrick Henry, in 
the year one thoufand fe^gp hundred and fixty.five, to the 
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elevation of Mr. Jefierfon to the prefidential chair in one 
thouiand eight hundred and one, as to be fufficient to fuiv 
nilh ample materials for a volume by itfelf. But every 
hiilorical record of the American revolution and its confo- 
quences, muft neceflarily introduce tlie names of many 
illuftrious charaders that hav^ adprped smd dignified the 
ftate of Virginia. 



NOTE NO. Xttl. Page 215. 

Mr, Hancock retained his popularity to the end of hia 
life. His death did not take place until the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and ninety-three. He was chofen 
governor of the Maifachufetts in one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and eighty, and though a remarkable debilitation of 
body rendered him to appearance little able to difcharge 
the duties of the firft magiftrate, yet the fuffrages of the 
people kept him long in the chair, after he was reduced to 
fuch a ftate of weaknefs as to be lifted by his fervanu into 
his carriage, and thence into the ftate houfe, to deliver his 
public fpeeches. In this he acquitted himfelf with a degree 
of elocution, pleafmg and popular, though his health did 
not admit of his v^Titing them previoufly, and feldom had 
he ftrength to add his fjgnaturc to the a<as of the legifla- 
ture. But his mental faculties were not much impaired by 
the infirmities of his bodily conftitution ; they were not 
indeed compofed of thofe elementary fparks of genius that 
foon bum themfelves out ; nor were the energies of his 
mind blunted by induftry and application. 

He had been fo long habituated to ideas of indepen- 
dence, that after they were thoroughly fixed in his miivd, 
be uniformly retained his principles to the laft. He was 
againft the confolidation of the general government, and 
the monarchical views of many who had rilen to power 
before he liad finifhed his career of life. He fupportcd his 
opinion of the fovereignty o£ tlie individual ftates, in a 
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tnanly manner, in one of his laft tranfadlions of a public 
nature ; this was his condu<a relative to the fuability of the 
ftates. An experiment made by a procefs commenced 
iigainft the MaiTachufetts, in favor of William Va/Tal, Efq., 
the governor of the ftate was fummoned by a writ to an- 
IWei- to the profecution. He declined the fmalkft concef- 
fion that might Icflen the independence and fovereignty of 
each ftate, and fupported his opinion with firmnefs and 
dignity equally popular and honorable to himfelf. Litiga« 
tions of this nature were foon after barred, by an amend- 
ment in the conftitution of the United States. 

An ample meafure of gratitude was repaid to Mr. Han- 
cock, both for public fervices and private benefits ; a 
mantle of love was thrown over his foibles by his country- 
men, and his memory was embalmed in the affe^ions of 
his townfmen. 



^ NOTE NO. XIV. Pag€ 226. 

The ftate of Maflachufetts continued this mode of legif- 
lation and government until the year one thoufand fevcn 
hundred and eighty, when a convention was called for the 
purppfe, and a morp ftable form adopted : by this, a gov- 
ernor, lieutenant governor, fenate, and houfe of repreienta- 
tives were to be chofen by the free fuffrages of the people ; 
a council of nine were to be chofen by the legiflative, either 
from the fenate or the people at large. 



NOTE NO. Xr. Page 265. 

Copy of general Montgomery's laft letter to general 
Carleton. 
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<< HoUand Hm/fi, December 6, lH^. 

" Notwithftandmg tKe perfbn^l iU treatment I 
•* iiave received at your hands, notwithftanding the cnieky 
** joti have iliewn to the unhappy prifoncrs yon have t^ken, 
•* the feelings of humanity induce mc to have recouHe to 
•* this expedient, to fave you from the deftruftion which 
«* hangs over your wretched garrifon. Give me leave to 
** inform you, that I am well acquainted with yoiir fttua* 
** tion J a great extent of works, in their nature incapaVIe 
•* of defence, manned with a motley crew of failors, mod 
•* of them our friends and citizens, who wifti to fee us with- 
•* in their walls, — a few of the worft troops that caH them- 
•* felves foldiers, — the impoifibility of relief, and the certaiin 
" profpeft of wanting every neeeffary of life, fhould your 
** opponents confine their operations to a fmgle blockade, — 
«« point out the abfurdity of refiftance ; fuch is your fit- 
«* uation. 

" I am at the head of troops accuftom^ to fuccefs, con- 
** fident of the righteous caufe they are engaged In, inured 
•^ to danger and fatigue, and fo highly incenfed at your 
*' inhumanity, illiberal abufe, and the ungenerous means 
** employed to prejudice them in the minds of the Cana- 
•* dians, that it is with difficulty I reftrain them till Tny 
•* batteries are ready, from infulting your works, which 
"would afford them the fair opportunity of ample ven- 
" geauce and juft retaliation. Firing upon a flag of truce, 
** hitherto unprecedented, even among favages, prevents 
•* my following the ordinary mode of conveying my,fenti- 
" ments ; however I will at any rate acquit my confcience : 
" fhould you perfift in an unwarrantable defence, the confe- 
«* quence be upon your oym head. Beware of deHroying 
** ftores of any fort, public or private, as you did at Mon- 
** treal or in the river : if you do, by heavens, there will be 
" no mercy fhewn." 
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JSOTE NO. XVL Page 278. 

The many protcfts of a number of the houfe of lords, 
which appeared from time to time againfl th^ high meaA 
ures of a majority in parliament, epitomize the American 
grievances in a point of view that exhibited the opinion at 
the time, of a very confiderable part of the mod judicious 
and unprejudiced perfons through the nation, both in and 
out of parliament. Thefe proteils may be found in a vari- 
ety of Britiih publications. 

This general favorable difpofition towards the Americans 
in the early part of the conteft, was evinced by numberlefs 
circumftances ; a crimination of the meafures of adminif^ 
tration againft the colonies, exifted on both fides of the 
Tweed, and indeed throughout the kingdom. Many let- 
ters, and other excellent writings on the fubjed of civil and 
religious liberty, were tsanfmitted from England to Amer- 
ica, from the year one thoufand feven hundred and fixty- 
five, until the period when hoflilities commenced. Among 
the numberlefs inftances that might be adduced, of the 
fpirit and difpofition of the writers of thofe times, we will 
here only give the following extract of a letter from the 
earl of Buchan to Mr. Otis ; this was accompanied by 
Come very excellent efTays on the fubjed of liberty, and by 
feveral portraits of his perfon, adorned at tlie foot with a 
cap of liberty in the centre of the annexed motto, •• Ubi 
•« liberus, ibi patria." 

*^LondofJ, January 26 f 1768. 

" SIR, 

** I take the liberty of tranfmitting tb you the 
** tnclofed reprefentations of a man, ftrongly attached to 
*^ the principles of that invaluable liberty, without which 
** no real happinefs can fubfifl any where. 

«* My family has often bled in the fupport of it ; and 
<« defcended as I, am, from the iBngliih JJenrys an4 £d- 
YOL. I. 3..^C 
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" wardsy I glory more ia the 1)anifhment of niy great- 
«< grandfather, lord Cardrofs, to Carolina, and" the ftand 
«< made by Urd Halifax, my anceftor, than in all that title 
« and defcent can give me. 

« You may difpofe of the other prints to the lovers of 
•* my principles ; and I beg you will be fo good as to 
" tranfmit four of them to Meflrs. «••♦««« 
,,«««•«•««-«• as eminent defender! 
«« of thofc dodrincs in the church, which are fo intimately 
" conncded with liberty in the ftate. •♦♦♦•'• 
M«**«* * • Lord Chathamf has foriaken 
*« you, having loved tliis world ; but his favorite, your 
«« humble fervant, will not, I truft, ever follow his fteps. 
** I am, fir, with great regard, 

«< Your mod obedient, humble fervant, 

" BUCHAN. 
w Jams OiUf E/q. Bo/ion.*' 



NOTE NO^ XVII. Page 309. 

In CONGRESS, July 4, 1776. 

A DECLARATION by the REPRE9ENTATIVES of the 

United States of America in general conorcssl 
aflembled. 

When in the courfe of human events, it becomes nece£> 
fary for one people to diffolve the political bands which 
have conne^ed them with another, and to aflume among 
the powers of the earth, the (eparate and equal ftation to 
which Ae laws of nature and nature's God entitle them, a 
decent rcfpe^ to the opinions of mankind requires, that 
they ihould declare the caufes which impel them to the 
feparatioiu 

t Lord Chatham afterwards totally 4probatcd the conduA •f ad- 
nJaiftration towards the coloniot. 
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We hold thefe truths to be felf-evident : tlut all mea arc 
created equal ; that they are endowed by theii; Creator 
with certain unalienable rights : that among thefe are life, 
liberty, and the purfuit of happjnefs : that to fecure thefe 
rights, governments are mftituted among men, deriving 
their juft powers from the confent of the governed : and 
whenever any form of government becomes deftrudive of 
thefe ends, it is the right of the people to alter or abolilh 
it, and to inftitute a new government, laying its foundation 
on fuch principles, and organizing its powers in fuch form, 
as to them (hall feem mod likely to effe^ their fafety and 
Ivy>pineis. Prudence indeed will didate that govei^nments 
long eftablifhed, fhould not be changed for light and tran- 
fient caufes ; and accordingly, all experience hath (hewn, 
that mankind are more difpofed to fuffer, while evils are 
fufferable, than to right themfelves by aboliihing the forms 
to which they are accuftomed : but when a long train of 
abufes and ufurpations, purfuing invariably the fame object, 
evinces a defign to reduce, them under abfolute defpotifm, 
it is their right, it is their duty to throw oflF fuch govern* 
ment, and to provide new guards for their future fecurity. 
Such has been the patient fuflfcrance of thefe colonies, and 
fuch is now the neceffity which conftrains them to alter 
their former fyftems of government. The hiftory of the 
prefent king of Great Britain, is a hiftory of repeated inju- 
ries and ufurpatiofts ; all having in dired objed the eftab- 
lilhment of an abfolute tyranny over thefe ftates : to prove 
this, let fafts be fubmitted to a candid world. 

He has refufed his affent to laws, the moft wholefome 
and neceflary for the public good. 

He has forbidden his governors to pafs laws of imme- 
diate and prefling importance, unlefs fufpended in their 
operation till his affent (hould be obtained ; and when fo 
fufpended, he has utterly negleaed to attend to them. 

He has refufed to pafs other laws, for the accommod«^ 
tion of large diftrids of people, unlefs thofe people would 
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leKnqaiQi the rights of reprefatcation in the legiflaturei-a 
right ineiUmable to them» and formidable to tyrants only. - 

He has called together legiflative bodies at places un- 
ufoaly uncomfortable, and diftant from the depofltory of 
their public records, for the fole purpofe of fatiguing them 
into compliance with his meafures. 

He has diffolved reprefentative houfes repeatedly, for 
oppofing, with manly firmnefs, his invafions on the rights 
of the people. 

He has refufed, for a long time after fuch diflblution, to 
caufe others to be ere^ed, whereby the legiflative powers, 
incapable of annihilation, have returned to the people at 
large for their exercife, — the ftate remaining in the mean 
time, expofed to all the dangers of invafion from without, 
and convulfions within. 

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of thefe 
ftates ; for that purpofe, obdruding the laws for natural- 
ization of foreigners, refiiflng to pais others to encourage, 
their migrations hither, and raifmg the conditions of new 
appropriations of lands. 

He has obflruAed the adminiflration of juftice, by refof* 
ing his afTeitt to laws for eftablifhing judiciary powers. 

He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for the 
tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of 
their falaries. 

He has ere^ed a multitude of new offices, and fent 
hither fwarms of officers, to harafs our people, and eat out 
their fubiiilence. 

He has kept among us, in times of peace, (landing ar« 
mics, without the confent of ourlegiflatures. 

He h^s affe^led to render the military independent of, 
and fupprior to, the civil power* 
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He has combined with others, to fubjed^ us t» a jun^ . 
didion foreign to our conftitution, and unacknowledged b; 
our laws, giving his aiTent to their pretended a^s of legis- 
lation : 

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us : 

For protecting them, by a mock trial, from punifhment 
for any murders which they ihould commit on the inhabit* 
ants of thefe dates : 

For cutting oflf our trade with all parts of the world : 

For impofing taxes on us without our confent : 

For depriving us, in many cafes, of the benefit of trial 
by jury: 

For traafporting us beyond feas, to be tried for pretended 
offences : 

For abolifliing the free fyftem of Englifli laws in.a neigh- 
bouring proviiKe, eftablifhrng therein an arbitrary govern- 
ment, and enlarging its boundaries, fo as to render it at 
once an example and fit inftrument for introducing the 
fame abfolute rule into thefe colonies : 

For taking away our charters, abolifliing our moft valu- 
able laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of our 
governments ; 

For fufpending our own legiflatures, and declaring them- 
felves invefted with power to legiflate for us in all cafes 
whatfbever. 

He has abdicated government here, by deolarin Jp|s out 
of his protection, and waging war againft us. 

He has plundered our feas, ravaged our coafts, burnt 
our towns, and deftroyed the lives of our people. 

He is at this time tranfporting large armies of foreign 
mercenaries, to complete the works of death, defolatiout 
and tyranny, already begun with circumftances of cruelty 
and perfidy, fcarcely paralleled in the moft barbarous ages, 
and totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation. 
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Hm bau conftrained our feUow-cittzens, taken captxTe oa 
the high feas« to bear arms agaioft their country, to become 
the executioners of their friends and l^rethren» or to fall 
themfelves bj their hands. 

He has excited domeflic infurre^lions amongft ns, and 
has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our fron- 
tiers the nercilefs Indian favages» whofe known rule of 
vrarfare is, an undiftinguifhed deftru£tion of all ages, lexes» 
and conditions. 

In every ftage of theie oppreffions, we have petitioned 
for redrefs, in the moft humble terms : our repeated pett« 
tions have been anfwered only by repeated injury. A 
prince, whofe charader is thus marked by evcry^^ which 
may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler cf a free 
people. 

Nor have we been wanting in attention to our Britifli 
brethren. We have warned them, from time to time, of 
attempts, by their legiilature, to extend an unwarraalaMe 
jurifdi^on over us ; we have reminded them of the cir- 
cumfiances of our emigration and fettlement here ; we have 
appealed to their native jufiice and magnanimity ; and we 
have conjured them, by the ties of our common kindred, 
to difavow thefe ufurpations, which would inevitably inter- 
rupt our connexions and correfpondence. They too have 
been deaf to the voice of juftice and confanguinity. Wc 
mud therefore acquiefce in the neceflity which denounces 
our feparation, and hold them, as we hold the reft of man- 
kind, enemies in war, in peace friends. 

We therefore, the reprefenutives of the United States of 
America, in general congrefs aflembled, appealing to the 
Supreme Judge of the world for the reditude of our inten- 
tions, do, in the name, and by the authority of the good 
people of thefe colonies, folemnly publifh and declare, that 
thefe united colonies are, and of right ought to be, free 
AND iNOEPfiMDiNT sTATis ; and that they are ab^jived 
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£rom an allegiance to the Biitifh crown ; and that all polit- 
ical connexion between them and the (late of Great Britain, 
is and ought to be totally diflblved ; and that, as free and 
independent ftatesy they have full power to levy war, con- 
clude peace, contrad alliances, eflablifli commerce, and to 
dq all other ads and things which independent dates may 
of right do. And for the fupport of this declaration, with 
a Hrm reliance on the protedion of Divine Providenoe» we 
mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and 
«ar (acred honor. 

Signed iy order and in behalf of the congreft^ 

JOHN HANCOCK, Prisideht. 
Anefi:— 
CHARLES THOMPSON, Secrbtarv. 



NOTE NO. Xrill. Page 357. 

Copy of a letter from general Lee to do&or B. Ruflu 
See life and memoirs of general Lee. 

^ Camp at Valley Forge^ June 4, 1778. 

" MY OKAH RUSH, 

** Though I had no occafion for fiefh aflunmces 
•< of your friendfhip, I cannot help being much pleafed 
** with the warmth which your letter, delivered to me by 
<« Mr. H***, breathes ; and I hope, it is unneceflary to 
** afiure you, that my fentiments, with refped to you, are 
•* correfpondent. 

<< You will think it odd, that I fliould feem to be an 
•* apologift for general Howe : I know not how it happens ; 
^ but when I have taken prejudices in favor, or againft a 
« man, I find it a difficulty in ihaking them off. From my 
*• firft acquaintance with Mr. Howe, I liked him : I thought 
*• him friendly, candid, good natured, brave, and rather 
^ ienfible than the reverie : I believe dill that he is natur« 
** ally fo ; but a corrupt, or more properly, no education. 
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« the fkfhion of the times, and the reigning idolatry amongft 
** the EngliOi, (particularly the foldiery ;) for every fcep- 
«« tred calf, wolf, or af$, have fo totally perverted his, 
** underftanding and heart, that private friei^dihip has not 
** force fufficicnt to keep a door open for the admitunce 
*« of mercy towards political heretics. He was befides 
** perfaaded that I was doubly criminal, both as a traitor 
** and deferter. In ihort, fo totally was lie inebriated with 
** this idea, that I am convinced he would have thought 
** himfelf both politically and morally damned, had he 
«< aded any other part than what he did. He is beddes, 
** the mod indolent of mortals ; never took furth^ pains 
" to examine the merits or demerits of the caufe in which 
*« he was engaged, than merely to recoiled, that Great 
" Britain was faid to be the mother country, George the 
** third king of Great Britain, that the parliament was 
'* called the reprefents^tives of Great Britain, that the king 
** and parliament formed the fupreme power, that a fii- 
** preme power is abfolute and uncontrollable, that all 
** reiiftance muft confequcntly be rebellion ; but above all, 
** that he was a foldier, and bound td obey in all cafes 
«* whatever. 

** Theie are his notions, and this his logic : but through 
« thefe ahfurdities, I could diftinguifti, when he was left 
" to himfelf, rays of friendfiiip and good nature breaking 
«* out. It is true, he was feldom left to himfelf; for never 
*« poor mortal, thruft into high ftation, was furrounded by 
« fuch fools and fcoundrels. M'Kenzie, Balfour, Gallo' 
•« way, were his counfellors ; they urged him to all his ads 
<* of harlhnefs ; they were his fcribes ; all the damned ftuff 
«' which was iflued to the aftonifhed M'orld was their*s. I 
•' believe he fciircely ever read the letters he figned. You 
«* v^'ill fcarcely believe it, but I can aflure you as a fad, 
" that he never read the curious proclamation, ifTued at the 
" Head of Elk, till three days after it was publifhed. You 
" will fay, that I am drawing my friend Howe in more 
«* ridiculous colors than he has yet been reprelented in ; 
" bin thii is his real charader. He is naturally good 
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« humored, complaifant, but iDiterate and indolent to the 
*♦ kft degree, unlefs as^n executive foldier, in .which capa- ' 
*« city he is all fire and adivity, brave and cool 55 Julius 
** Cafar. His underftanding is, as I obferved before, I'atheP 
" good than otherwife, but was totally confounded and 
'* ftupified by the immenfity of the taik unpofed upon him. 
** He i?iut his eyes, fought his battles, drank his bottle, had 
*• his little *****, advifed with his counfellots, received his 
** orders from North and Germaine, (one more abiUrd than 
« the other,) took Galloway's opmion, (hut his eyei, fought 
** again, and is now, I luppofe, to be called to account for 
** afting according to inftru^ions. But I believe his eyes 
** are now opened ; he fees he has been an inftrameot of 
** wickednefs and folly ; indeed, when I obferved it to him, 
** he not only took patiently the obfervation, but indirectly 
*« affented to the truth of it. He made, at the fame time^ 
** as far as his mauvats honte would permit, an apology for 
" his treatment of me. 

" Thus far with regard to Mr. Howe. You are ftruck 
«* vnth the great events, changes, and new charaders, which 
** have appeared on the ftage fince I faw you laft ; but I 
•< am more ftruck with the admirable efficacy of blunders. 
*** It feemed to be a trial of (kill, which party fhould outdo . 
" the other ; and it is hard to fay which played the deeped 
** ftrokes 5 but it was a capital one of ours, which certainly 
<< gave the happy turn which affairs have taken. Upon 
** my foul, it was time for fortune to interpofe, or we were 
<« inevitably loft ; but this we will talk over another time. 
" I fuppofe we ftiall fee one another af Philadelphia very 
" foon, in attendance. God blefs you I 

" Tour's, aflFedionately, 

•« CHARLES LEE.'' 
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NOTE NO. XIX. Page S62. 

The iniquitous condud of fpeculators and IWindlers, t« 
iecure to themfelves the pofleflkm of mod of die publk 
fecuritiesy will leave a ftain on a large clafs of people> ^7^k> 
hj every art endeavoured to fink the faith of congrefs. 
Indeed their attempts to injure the credit of aU public 
bodies, were attended with the moft pernicious confequences 
to the honeft and unfuipedtng holders of public paper. 
By every infidious pradice» they induced the ignorant and 
necefficousy to part with their fecurities for the moft trifling 
confiderationsy to fupply their immediate wants.* Thus 
afterwards, when a new conftttution of government was 
formed* and a funding fyftem created, no difcrlmtnation 
%as made in favor of the original holders, who had dHpoA 
fi^ed themielves of the public fecurities. Thoie who had 
gained them by their artificial deception, were enriched 
beyond all calculation by fubfequent circumftances : they 
afterwards received the nominal value in fpecie, while many 
of the former holders were reduced to extreme poverty. 

It was pathetically obferved, by one who fek theie in- 
conveniencies, that «* the public fecurities, tired of their 
•* humble abodes, had foon fled to the fplendid feats of 
•* wealth and greatnefs ; and that while they remained 
" with a clafs who had dearly earned them by their fcr* 
•* vices, no intereft was promifed, no time, place, or periba 
«« afcertained, to direft our application for payment. They 
** fell into difgrace, which concurring with our neceflSties, 
*« as they could yield no prefent comfort or future hope, 
** induced us to part with them for the moft trifling con- 
** iiderations : but when they had chofen their elevated 
** refidence, their credit revived, and provifion was made 
" for the payment of intereft upon them. We, in event, 
«• literally fold them for nothing, and are obliged to pay 
*« their prefent holders an annual fum for keeping them in 
•• poffeflion ; for many of us have, or muft foon pay for the 
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«« inteicft-of them, a fum nearly or quite equal to the money 
** given to purchafe them, and ftill be annually taxed \o 
** difcharge the intereft and principal of faid fecurities." 

This is an anticipation of what literally took pkcc after- 
wards, though it is but juftice to obferve, that Mr. Madifon 
of Virginia, a diftinguifhed member of congrefs, and fev« 
era! others of that body, leff no rational argument un- 
tried, to procure a difcrimination, when the funding fyftem 
was about to be introduced in one thoufand feven hundred 
and eighty-eight, that would haye made fome equitable 
colkipenfation to the original holders of public fecuritie^, 
and prevented a fudden accumulation of wealth to a clafs 
of men^ who had, many of them, never earned by their 
own private induftry, or their fervices to the public, fuffi- 
cient for a competent fupporL They grew rich on the 
property of thofe who had fuffered in the iervice of their 
tountry, who were left to complain, without a pofiibilky 
of redrefs* 



NOTE NO. XX. Page 400. 

ExtraAs of a (hort account of the treatment of major 
general Conway, late in the fervice of America, from 
general Lee's letters. 

*« On Monday the 23d of November, 1778, the honora* 
" hie major general Conway fet out {rqgn Philadelphia, on 
** his return to France. The hiftory of the treatment this 
<< gentleman has received, is fo fmgular, that it mud make 
^ a figure in the anecdotes of mankind; He was bom in 
«* Ireland, but at the age of fix was carried into France ; 
« was bred up from his infancy to the profeflion of arms ; 
** and it \% univerfally allowed, by tl^ gentlemen of that 
" nation, -that he has, in their fervice, the reputation of 
*< being what is called un tres brave major d'infanterie, 
« which is no fjmall charader ; it implies, if I comprehend 
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** the tenn aright, a man poflefled of all the reqiiiifte quaU 
** ities to fill the duties of a general officer in the fecondarf 
** line> but by no means ranks him among thoTe fayored 
** mortals, to whom it has pleafed God to give (b lai^ a 
*« portion of the etherial fpirit, as to render reading, theory, 
•' and pradlice mineceflary ; but with the fpedbacle of this 
" phenomena. Heaven entertains the earth but very feldom i 
«* Greece, as hiftorians repr *t, had but one ; Rome none ; 
" England and France, only one each. As to this hcm- 
•« ifphere, I (hall be filent on'^the fubjeft, left I ihould be 
" fufpcAed of not being ferious. But be this as it may, it 
«* is paft doubt that general Conway is a man of excellent 
*« underftanding, quick and penetrating, — that he has feen 
** much fervice, has read a great deal, and digcfted well 
** what he has read. It is not lefs certain, that he «mbark-^ 
** ed with the warmeft zeal for the great American caufe» 
•* and it has never been infinuated, unlefs by thofe who 
" have the talent of confounding caofes, that his zeal has 
*' diminiflied. His recompenie has been, what ? He has 
" loft his commifljon ; he has been refufed the ccmmioR 
*< certificate, which every officer receives at the expiration 
•* of his fervices, unlefs his delinquencies have been very 
** fubftantial indeed. And, for what crime ? For none, by 
^ any law, or the moft ftruined conftru^ion that can be put 
*« on any law. The reafons given are fo far from being 
<« fubftantial, that they really ought to reflet honor <mi his 
*' chara(5ler. It feems he has been accufed of writing a 
" letter to a confidential friend, communicating an optnion> 
** that the commander in chief was not equal to the great 
** tafk he was charged with. Is this a crime ? The con- 
" trary; If it was really his opinion, it was decent, it was 
•* honeft, it was laudable, it was his duty. Does it come 
*« under any article of war ? 1 may venture to affirm that 
•* it does not. God help the community that fhould be 
" abfurd enough to frame a law which could be conftnied 
*• into fuch a fenfc ; fuch a community could not long fub- 
** fift. It ever has been, and ever ought to be, the cuftom 
♦* in all armies, not abfolutel); barbarians, for the officers 
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<< of high rank minutdy to canvafs the meafures pf their 
^ comniaQder in chief; and if his faults or miftakes appear 
** to them many and great* to communicate their fentiments 
** to each other ; it can be attended with no one bad con- 
*f fequence ; for if the criticifms are unjuft and impercinent> 
** they only recoil on the authors, and the great man who 
« is the fubjed of them, ihines with redoubled luftre. But 
*« if they are well founded, they tend to open the eyes of 
" the prince or ftate, who, from blind prejudice, or fome 
*« ftrange infatuation, may ^ve repofed their affairs in . 
*< hands ruinoufly incapable. -Does any man of fenfe, who 
**is the leaft acquainted with hiftory, imagine that'^the 
<* greatel^ generals the world ever produced have efcaped 
^ cenfuie ? Hannibal, Caefar, Turenne, Marlborough, have 
«< all been cenfured ; apd the only method they thought 
** juftifiable, of (lopping the mouths of their cenfors, was 
^ by afreih exertion of their talents, and a perpetual feries 
** of viAories. Indeed it is obfervable, that in proportion 
** to the capacity or incapacity of the conunander in chief, 
'< he countenances or difcountenances the whole tribe of 
•* tale-bearers, informers, and pickthanks, who eves have 
« been, and ever will be, the bane of thofe courts and 
" annies where they are encouraged or even fuffered. Al- 
*< lowing general Wafliington Vb be pofleded 9f all the vir- 
** tues and military talents 6£ Epaminondas, and this is 
«< certainly allow'ing a great deal ; for whether from our 
** modern education, or perhaps the modem (late of human 
«* affairs, it is difficult ^o conceive that any mortal in thefe 
•< ages, (hould arrive at fuch perfection ; but allowing it to 
" be fo, he would ft ill remain mortal, and of courfe fubjed 
*< to the infirmities of human nature ; ficknefs, or other 
♦< cafualties, might impair his underftapding, his memory, 
*« or his courage ; and in confequence of this failure, he 
" might adopt meafures apparently weak, ridiculous, and 
•' pernicious. Suppofing this poffible cafe, whether a law, 
** the letter or fpirit of which (hould abfolutely feal up the 
** lips, and reftrain the pens of every witnefs of the defec- 
*« tfon, would it not in fad be denouncing vengeance 
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«■ tgakift diofe mho alone have the meafu in their power 
** of favrng the public from the ruin impendingy if they 
** ihoold dare to make ufe of theft means for it& falvation. 
** If there were fuch a law, its abfurdity would he fo mon- 
** fh-onfljr glaring, that we may hardly fay, it would be 
** more honored in the breach than in the obiervance. In 
<' the Engliih and French arroies) the freedom with which 
** the condudk and meafures of commanders in chief are 
** csLnrzikdf is notorious | nor does it appear that this free* 
** dom is attended with any bad confequences : it has oerer 
'< been once able to remove a real great officer from his 
*' command. Every adion of the duke of Marlborough 
** (every body who has read mud know) was not oolj 
** minutely criticifed, but his whole conduA was dsfleded, 
** in order to difcover fome crime, blunder, fault, or erm 
«< trifling error ; but all theie impertinent pains and wicked 
*^ induflry were employed in vain ) it was a court intrigue 
« alone that fubverted him. 

** General Wolfe, with whom to be compared it can be 
** no degradation to any mortal living, was not merely 
" criticifed, but grofsly calumniated by fome officers of 
*4 high rank under him ; but that great man never thought 
«« of having redourfe to the letter or conftrudlion of any 
** law, in order to avenge himfelf ; he was contented with 
** informing his calumniators, that he was npt ignorant of 
** their practices, and that the only method he (hould uke 
^ for their punilhment, would be an afflive perfeverance in 
** the performance of bis duty, which, with the ailidance 
** of God, he made no doubt would place him beyond the 
** reach of their malice. As to what liberties they had 
** taken with him perfonally, he fhould wait till he was 
** reduced to the rank of a private gentleman, and then 
M fpeak to them in that capacity. 

«« Upon the whole, it appears that it never was under- 
** flood to be the meaning of the Englifh article of war, 
** which enjoins rerpe<fl towards the commander in chief; 
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«* and of courfe it ought not to be underRo^od, that the 
" meaning of that article of the American code, (which is 
« a fervilc copy from the Englifh,) is meant to prefcribe 
*♦ the communication of our fentiments to one another, on 
** the capacity or incapacity of the man on whom the mif- 
** ery or ruin of the ftate depends ; its intention was, with- 
♦* out doubt, in part complimentary, and partly to lay fome 
*• decent rcftridtions on the licenfe of converfation and writ- 
•* ing, which othcrwife might create a diffidence in the 
** minds of the common foldiery, detrimental to the public 
** fervice. But that it was meant to impofe a dead, torpid 
*• iilence, in all cafes whatever, on men, who, from their 
** rank, muft be fuppofed to have eyes and underftanding, 
** nothing under the degree of an ideot, can perfuade him- 
** felf ; but admitting, in oppofition to common fenfe and 
^ all precedents, the proceeding to be cnminal ; admitting 
•• Mr. Conway guilty of it, to the extent reprcfented, which 
** he can demonftrate to be falfe ; in the name of God» 
*« why-infli^ the higheft, at leaft negative puniftiment, on a 
« man untried, and unheard ? The refiifal of a certificate 
«* of having honeftly ferved, is confidered as the greateft of 
'' negative punifhments ; indeed in the military idea, it is a 
M pofitive one, 

** And I fmcerely hope, and do firmly believe, (fuch is 
•* my opinion of the juftice of congrefs,) that when they 
•* have coolly reflefted on the merits and fortunes of this 
" gentleman, they will do him that juftice, which nothing • 
«< but the hafty mifconftruftion of a law haftily copied from 
« another law, never defined nor underftood, has hitherto 
** prevented." 
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